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should dispose of as much business as possible | 


to-night. 
Mr. STANTON. 


tion. 


Well, I withdraw the mo- 


NAVY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. BOCOCK, from the committee of confer- 
ence on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses 
on the Navy appropriation bill, submitted the fol- 
lowing report: 


The committee of conference on the disagreeing votes of 
the two Houses on the bill (H.R. No. 199) making appro 


priations for the naval service for the year endihg the 30th | 


of June, 1859, having met, have, after a full and free con 
ference, agreed 
their respective [fouses as follows: 


Thatthe Senate do recede from its first and fifth amend 
ments. 

That the House do recede from its disagreement to the 
second and third amendments of the Senate. 

That the House do recede from is disagreement to the 
tenth amendment of the Senate, and agree to said amend 
nent, with an amendment as follows: strike out** Istday 
of July, 1856," and insert ‘* passage of this act.’* 

That the Senate do agree to the amendment of the House 
to its fourteenth amendinent. 


8. R. MALLORY, 
SOLOMON POOT, 
i. BENJAMIN, 
Managers on the part of the Senate. 


THOMAS 8. BOCOCK, 
JOHN KELLY, 
F. H. MORSE, 

Managers on the part of the House. 


Mr. BOCOCK. 


ference. It will be seen by the House, that the 
action of the committee has been approved by 
every member of the committee of this House 
and every member of the committee of the Senate. 
The report is signed by all the managers of the 
conference. There were but few subjects of dis- 
agreement between the two Houses. 

[Cries of ‘Question !’’** Vote!’’ and ‘* We will 
agree to it!”’ 

Mr. BOCOCK. Well, if the House does not 
want any explanation, lam quite willing that the 
vote shall be taken. ; 

Mr. CLEMENS. I want an explanation. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
have that read which it is proposed shall become 
law. 

Mr. BOCOCK. The report has been read, and 
I will briefly explain it. There were but few 
amendments in controversy between the two 


Houses. The Senate, it will be seen, have receded | 


from their firstand fifth amendments. Itisscarcely 
necessary, | suppose, to explain what those are. 
{Cries of ** No!’ * No!”’ and ‘*Go ahead !’’} 
The House recedes from its disagreement to the 
second and third amendments. Those amend- 
ments are coupled together, and relate to the same 
subject—an appropriation of $50,600 for filling in 
the new purchase in the Brooklyn navy-yard. I 


wish to make a brief explanation in relation to | 
| 
Some years ago the Congress of 


that subject. 2 
the United States appropriated $80,000 for the 
purpose of building marine barracks at Brooklyn, 
in the State of New York. No provision was 
made for the purchase of a site for such barracks. 
It was designed that er should be located on 
the grounds owned by the Government at that 
place, but there were no grounds upon which these 


marine barracks could be erected, without filling in 


a portion of the purchase that the Government had 


a few years before made. A considerable amount | 


of money has been already expended in filling in 
a sufficient portion of that new purchase to fur- 


to recommend, and do recommend, to | 


I shall occupy the attention | 
of the House but a short time in explaining the | 
provisions of this report of the committee of cgn- | 


i merely want to | 


MONDAY, JUNE 14, 1858. 


Mr. MORGAN. I would ask the gentleman 
if the Representative from that district, who is 
familiar with every foot of the land, and knows 
everything about it, did not at first go before the 
committee and say that there was no earthly use 
in this appropriation, and afterwards, when he 
found that it was necessary, in order to get votes 
next fall, discovered that it was very necessary, 
and take the other side? 

Mr. BOCOCK. If any such thing happened, 
I do not know anything in the world about it, and 
have not looked to such considerations. lt have 
looked vlely to public and not to private consid- 
erations. 

Mr. MORGAN. As to the barracks, there is 
no earthly necessity forthem. They do not even 
propose buiiding them now 

Mr. BOCOCK. At the first session of the last 
Congress $80,000 was appropriated to commence 
the erection of the barracks. 

Mr. MORGAN. The time has expired, and 
that money has gone back into the Treasury. 

Mr. GROW. [desire to inquire, if this is not 
the proposition which has been twice rejected by 
the House? 

Mr. BOCOCK. Ofcourse; it has been rejected 
orit would not be the subject of controversy here. 
The committee was only called to act upon those 
subjects that the two Houses disagreed upon. 

Mr. MORGAN. This was defeated in 
House by two overwhelming votes. 

Mr. BOCOCK. 1 do not recollect the votes. 
I wish further to say, in relation to this matter— 
for it seems to be the only bone of contention— 
that it was represented to the committee that, 
in order to complete this filling in, it will be ne- 
cessary to obtain earth, and that that can be ob- 
tained now very conveniently and at a moderate 
— Contracts for completing this filling in 
nave already been advertised for. The last con- 
tracts were made, I believe, at fifteen cents a yard. 
It is belfeved that, under the advertisements al- 
ready issued, very great bargains can be procured 
by the Government in relation to this filling in. 
If that is not done, and the earth now convenient 
and accessible for the purpose of completing this 
filling in should be applied, as it probably will in 
a short time, to other purposes, then it could not 


the 


| be done ina year or two hence, exceptat a greatly 


enhanced price. 

Mr. MORGAN. I have no idea that this thing 
will spoil. They are digging cellars all around 
the neighborhood, and [ presume, if permitted, it 
would be filled in for nothing. 

Mr. BOCOCK. No such representation was 
made to us. 

Mr. KELLY. I will say a word on this mat- 
ter, with the permission of the gentleman from 
Virginia. The Government owns the land be- 
tween the navy-yard and the marine hospital. It 
is now all, or nearly all,a swamp. A part has 
been filled in, and filled in, I believe, for the vety 
small price of sixteen centsa yard. As the prop- 


erty now stands, it cannot be of any use to the 


Government. Even if the Government desires 
to sell, it would be a sound economy and prudent 
foresight to first fillitin. It would then command 
a large price. It extends for a long way along 
what is called the Wallabout, and it shows a com- 
plete water front. If thé Government filled itin 
at the rate contracted for before, they might sell 
lots there for large sums, which are now of no 
earthly use to anybody. Until it is filled in the 
marine barracks ordered by Congress cannot be 
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Mr. CLEMENS. You propose to appropriate 
$60,000 to reclaim a swamp. 

Mr. KELLY. It is provided that only enough 
shall be reclaimed to answer the purposes of the 
marine barracks building. 

Mr. CLARK, of New York. Mr. Speaker 

Mr. BOCOCK. I cannot yield any further. 


The next amendment is this: the Senate mada 
an amendment in these words: 


-Ind he it further enacted, ‘That from and after the Ist of 
July, 1856, the clerks, messengers, and watchmen at the 
navy-yard and marine Sarvectle, at Washington, shall be 
entitled to receive the compensation authorized by the acts 
of April 22, 1854, and August 5, 1854, for the payment of 
such sum as may be necessary, and the same is hereby ap- 


propriated out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise 
appropriated. 





I will briefly call the attention of the House to 
the acts alluded to. In the act of April 22, 1854, 
was this provision: 

“To the clerks employed at the navy yard and marine 
barracks, at Washington, &c., shall be paid an increase of 
twenty per cent.” 

It was supposed that that was ee in- 
crease of pay; but it was afterwards decided not 
to be one, so far as the clerks in the Depart- 


_ments were concerned. Subsequently an act was 


vassed making it permanent in respect to them. 
The act, however, was not extended to the clerks 
at the navy-yard. The Senate put in a provision 
making thisa permanent increase for those clerks, 
and extending it back to the time when it was de- 
cided by the officers of the Government that they 
were not entitled to it. The House rejected the 
amendment. The managers of the conference on 
the part of the House objected to giving this pro- 
vision a retroactive effect; but we thought the in- 
crease was right, and agreed to allow it for the 
future. There are only nine clerks; one class gets 


| $800, and the other $1,000, and by the operation 
| of this provision they will be advanced to $1,000 


and $1,200, while the lowest class of clerks in the 
Departments get $1,200, and the highest $1,800. 
We strike out of the Senate amendment the words 
** Ist day of July, 1856,” and insert “from and 
after the passage of this act.”’ 

The next is, that the Senate do agree to the 
amendment of the House to the fourteenth amend- 
ment. That amendment was striking out ‘‘five,’’ 
in the number of ships, and inserting ** ten.”’ The 
Senate agreed to our provision on that subject. lL 
now call for the previous question, 

Mr. MORGAN. This is one of the greatest 
bills of abominations we have yet had; and J 
move to lay it upon the table, and on that I call 
for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. Is not that a de- 
feat of the Navy appropriation bill? 

The SPEAKER. It is a defeat of the biil, if 


| it be laid upon the table. ° 


Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. Let us take 
the yeas and nays on adopting the conference 


| report. 


Mr. MORGAN. I will withdraw my motion, 
and call for the yeas and nays on the adoption of 
the report. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 


| the negative—yeas 67, nays 74; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Alil, Arnold, Avery, Barksdale, Bocock, 
Bowie, Boyce, Bryan, Burnett, Cavanaugh, Chapman, 
John B. Clark, Clay, John Cochrane, Comins, Cox, Craw 
ford, Ourry, Davis of Indiana, Davis of Mississippi, Dim- 
mick, Dowdell, Fiorence, Foley, Poster, Gillis, Groesbeck, 


| built; and the marines at that yard are now quar- 

tered in sheds. They are small, and not at all 
tenable for the purpose for which they have been 
temporarily putup. I hope, therefore, that this 
| appropriation will be concurred in. I am con- 
vinced that it is needed, and needed now. 


Hopkins, Houston, Huyler, Jackson, Jewett, J. Glancy 
Jones, Owen Jones, Keitt, Kelly, Jacob M. Kunkel, La- 
mar, Landy, Maclay, McKibbin, Millson, Freeman A. 
Morse, Niblack, Pendleton, Peyton, Phillips, Quitman, 
Reilly, Ruffin, Russell, Sandidge, Savage, Scales, Scott, 
Henry M. Shaw, Sickles, Stallworth, Stevenson, James A. 
Stewart, ‘Talbot, George Taylor, Miles Taylor, Ward, 


nish a site for these marine barracks. It is now 
nearly completed. The Secretary of the Navy 
estimated, at the beginning of the session, that it 
would require $50,650 to complete that filling in. 
That is all that this amendment provides for. 
Until that is done, these marine barracks cannot 





be built, and the object of the agers made 
some two years ago will be defeated. This sum 
of $80,000, appropriated for the purpose of erect- 
ing marine barracks, has never been used, and 
there are now no barracks, but merely sheds, for 


Mr. CLEMENS. I understood my colleague 
to say that it could be done for fifteen cents a 
yard. How many yards does the Government 
own there? 

Mr. KELLY. They own about one hundred 


Whiteley, Winslow, and Wortendyke—67. 
NAYS—Messrs. Abbout, Andrews, Atkins, Bennett, Bil- 
linghurst, Bingham, Bliss, Brayton, Buffinton, Burlingame, 


| Caskie, Chaffee, Horace F. Clark, Clawson, Clemens, 


Cobb, Clark B. Cochrane, Colfax, Covode, Cragin, James 


| Craig, Curtis, Davis of Maryland, Dawes, Dean, Duriee, 
Edie, Fenton, Gooch, Goodwin, Granger, Grow, Thomas 





and sixty acres of jand—a complete swamp, and 


; aa ; || L. Harris, Hoard, Horton, George W. Jones, Keliogy, 
| of no earthly use unless it is filled in. 


the use of the marines at that place. |) Knapp, John C. Kunkel, Leiter, Letcher, !.ovejoy, Huin- 
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phrey Marshall, Samuel 8. 
Maynara, Morgan, Morrill, Edward Joy Morris, Mott, Olin, 
Palmer, Parker, Jol 8S. Phelps, Pot Ricaud, Ritchie, 
Robbins, Roberts, Royce, Spinner, Stanton WW ttinn Stew 
art, Tappan, Tompkins, Trippe, Underwood, Wade, Wal 
ton. Elihu B. Washburne, Israel] Washburn, aud John V. 
Wright—74. 

So the report of the committee of conference 
was disarreed to. 

Pending the call of the roll, 

Mr. HOWARD said: I desire to make a state- 
ment in reference toa pair. Some time ago, Mr. 
Greenwoop paired off with one of my colleagues 
to accommodate him, but reserving to my col- 

@eague the right to vote upon appropriation bills. 
Subsequently, my colleague was compelled to 
leave; and I agreed to withhold my vote against 
any appropriation bills. He was inclined to vote 
for them; and if I was inclined to vote against any 
of them, | was to withhold my vote. Inclined, 


Mar-twll, Mason, Matteson, | 


as | am, to vote against this bill, I withhold my | 


vote, 


Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana, said: I desire to | 


change my vote. I desire to say that I do not 
like this bill; butas the session is so near its close, 
I will vote in the affirmative. 

‘The result of the vote was then announced, as 
above recorded. 

Mr. MORGAN moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the report was disagreed to; and also 
moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the 
table, 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Ilinois. 


Cannot the | 


House agree to all the amendments of the Senate, | 


except the one in controversy, and thus reduce 
the contest to that? 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. 
mentis that ? 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Hlinois. The Brook- 
lyn navy-yard. 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. So faras that is 
concerned, | would have voted for the report. Lob- 
ject to the amendment for the ten sloops-of-war. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. I object to debate. 

Mr. STANTON. I move that the House fur- 
ther insist upon its disagreement to the Senate 
amendments, and ask for another committee of 
conference. 

Mr. MORGAN. 
draw my motion and move for a new committee 
of conference. 


What amend- 


If it is in order, I will with- 


Mr. STANTON. It is surely in order for the | 


[louse to further insist, and to ask for another 
committee of conference. I make the motion. 


The SPEAKER proceeded to divide the House | 


upon Mr. Stranron’s motion. 

Mr. SICKLES. I move that the House do now 
adjourn. 

Mr. MASON. 
Tlouse, by unanimous consent, | believe. 

Mr, COLFAX. I rise to a question of order. 
The vote was being taken before the gentleman 
from Néw York rose and moved to adjourn. 

Mr. SICKLES. ( 
the report of the committee of conference was 
made; and [ renewed it before the vote was an- 
nHounce da. 

The SPEAKER, The gentleman from New 
York addressed the Chair while the Chair was 
putting the question. 

Me. MASON, I had the floor by unanimous 
consent. . 

Mr. SICK. LES, 1 have no desire to press the 
motion to adjourn against the general sense of 
Live Llou ce. 

Mr. BURNETT. 
moving an adjournment before the question was 
put; but understanding that the gentleman from 


I had a proposition before the | 


lL moved to adjourn before | 


I rose for the purpose of | 


New York had made the motion, I refrained from | 


making ot, 

Mr. SICKLES. I insist upon my motion. 

Mr. STANTON. ‘The Chair had divided the 
Liouse, and propounded the question on both 
sides, and the gentleman cannot move to adjourn 
unl the resuitis announced. 

Mr. SICKLES. Before the motion was made 
by the gentieman from Ohio, | moved to adjourn, 
but the Speaker took his seat because it was im- 
possible to put the quesuoa in the great disorder 
inthe House. The motion to adjourn is without 


wepudice to the motion of the gentleman from | 


Obie, for that can be acted upon to-morrow morn- 
ne. 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New | 
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recognize the motion until the Chair had pro- |; Mr. HOUSTON. Then I am mistaken to that 


pounded the affirmative and negative. The result 
was not announced, asa division was called which 
suspended the announcement. The Chair sup- 
poses now'that it is competent for the gentleman, 
before the division takes place, to move te adjourn. 

Mr. SICKLES. I move thatthe House do now 
adjourn, 

Mr. HOUSTON. If this bill is not acted upon 
finally by the House to-night it will result in keep- 
ing Congress in session for the greater part of 
next week. 

Mr. GROW. The Senate have adjourned. 

Mr. HOUSTON. True; but if the House can 
agree to this report, the bill will be presented to 
the House to-morrow morning in a shape to be 
signed, and send it to the President. 

Mr. HOPKINS. I rise to make a motion 
which takes precedence of the motion to adjourn. 
I move that when this House adjourns, it adjourn 
to meet at nine o’clock to-morrow morning. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. | do not think it 
is of any use to do that, because absent members 
will not know it, and we shall not have a quorum. 

The SPEAKER. In the opinion of the Chair 
the motion of the gentleman from Virginia will 
not take precedence of the motion to adjourn. 

The question was taken on the motion to ad- 


journ; and it was not agreed to. 


Mr. COBB. _I rise to a privileged question. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ohio 
made a privileged motion. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I move that the 
vote by which the report of the committee of con- 
ference was disagreed to be reconsidered. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will entertain 
that motion, and thinks it takes precedence of the 
motion of the gentleman from Ohio. , 

Mr. GROW. Does that cut off the genileman 
froin Ohio from his rights? 

The SPEAKER. The reason why the Chair 
entertains the motion is, that action upon that 
motion may result in not ordering another com- 
mittee of conference. 

Mr. GROW. But the Chair was dividing the 
Hiouse upon the motion of the gentleman from 
Ohio. That was business not completed. The 
motion to reconsider might be entered, but could 
not be called up for action until the other motion 
is disposed of. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks otherwise. 

Mr. GROW. Then I move to lay the motion 
to reconsider on the table. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The gentleman 
has not the floor for that purpose. I have made 
the motion for the purpose of stating what I un- 
derstand to be the question now before the House. 
There are three amendments in issue between the 
two Houses. One is to appropriate $50,000 for 
fitting up at the Brooklyn navy-yard; another is 
a provision for giving increased compensation to 
a few clerks at the navy-yard in this city. These 
two amendments were made by the Senate. ‘The 
third one is an amendment made by the House 
to anamendment of the Senate. The Senate pro- 
pose in their amendment to authorize the con- | 
struction of five sloops of war. The House struck 
out * five,’’ and inserted *‘ ten.’’? The Senate, by 
this conference report, propose to recede from 


their disagreement to the amendment of. the |! 


House. Then I presume there will be no difficulty 
with the Senate upon that point. 

If, then, the action of this House shall be re- 
ported to them to-morrow, all they will have to 
do to pass this bill will be to recede from their 
amendment appropriating $50,000 for this Brook- 
lyn navy-yard, and theiramendment increasing 
the salaries of those clerks; and then to recede, | 
as they propose to do by, this conference report, 
from their disagreement to the House amendment 
in reference to these sloops-of-war, 

Mr. HOUSTON. Look at the question in is- 
sue, Mr. Speaker. Here is the main proposition | 
that has caused the defeat of this bill—the amend- 


ment for ten sloops-of-war instead of five—which |; 


received a vote in this House of more than two to 
one. And yet because the committee of conference 
have secured an action on the part of the Senate 
by which the Senate agree to that amendment, it 
is brought in here, and contributes to the defeat 
of the conference report. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. If my recollection 
is right, the ten sloops amendment in the Hiouse | 


York moved to adjourn, but the Chair did not || was agreed to by a majority of one vote. i 


extent. Nevertheless, it was an affirmative yor, 
of the House, and that vote & now to be used by 
gentlemen as means of defeating the conferences 
report sustaining the aetion of the House. Tho 
principle is the same. Here is a combination of 
elements made to defeat a conference report which 
involves, so far as the disagreeing action of tho 
House is concerned, only $50,000 for the work at 
the New York navy-yard. The House itself put 
in theamend ment for the ten sloops-of-war: there. 
fore that ought not to be entertained ageinst the 
report of the committee of conference. The other 
is only used for the purpose of defeating the coy. 
ference report, and keeping back this bill so that 
Congress cannot adjourn at the time fixed. 

Myr. BLISS. I desire to correct the gentleman’s 
statement. He says that the appropriation for 


| the Brooklyn navy-yard is the reason why we 
| vote against the conference report. So far as Iam 


concerned, itis notthe reason. The reason is the 
appropriation fot the sloops-of-war. 

Mr. HOUSTON. That is precisely what | 
object to—that gentlemen should call on the 


| House to defeat a conference report because the 
|| committee of conference has not recommended the 


House to repudiate its own solemnly-recorded 
vote in favor of a proposition; and that, in order 
to aid the defeat of this report, othérelements are 
brought in. The $59,000 appropriation for the 
Brooklyn navy-yard is brought in; and gentlemen 
oppose the report because of that item, at the very 
closing of the session, when they may defeat the 


| entire Navy bill or be the means of causing Con- 


cress to be called back foran extra session. Now, 
| say that, in my opinion, this is not the mode 
for us to legislate. I do not call upon gentlemen 
to yield up their principles in a contest of this 
sort. 


Mr. WRIGHT, of Tennessee. 


Are we not 


| paid for stopping here and doing the business; 


and, therefore, will an extra session be any extra 
expense to the Government? 
Mr. HOUSTON. That is a matter of no 


earthly importance to gentlemen who propose to 


legislate for the benefit of the country. The sense 
of the House and of the Senate has been ex 
pressed in favor of an adjournment next Monday, 
and it is a matter of no consequence whether we 
meet here at our own expense or at the expense 
of the Government. But for the information of 
my friend from Tennessee, [ tell him that we can- 
| not have an extra session without its costing the 
Government more than fifty thousand dollars. 
| None of this money will go into his pocket or into 
mine, but such expense is a necessary incident to 
an extra session. ‘The various modes and means 
of expenditure will make the cost largely over 
fifty thousand dollars, so that the gentleman’s 
| argument is not a tenable one. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I think the conference re- 
port ought to be adopted, and adopted to-night. 
But, with a view to obtain the vote of a full 
House, I move that the House do now adjourn. 

Mr. GROW. I hope the gentleman will with- 
draw that motion. There are two other bills in 
committee, 
| Mr. HOUSTON. Then [ withdraw the mo- 
| tion, and ask for a vote on the motion to recon- 
sider. 

Mr. GROW. I moye to lay the motion to re- 
consider on the table. 

Mr. FLORENCE. On that I call for the yeas 
and nays. 
| Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. As I have at- 

tained my object, I withdraw the motion to recon- 
sider. 

Mr. COBB. [renew the motion to reconsider. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I move the 
previous question upon that motion. 

Mr. WINSLOW. I move that the House do 
now adjourn. 

Mr. CLAY. Task the uaanimous consent of 
| the House to allow me to—— 

Mr. CURTIS. I insist on the motion to ad- 
journ, ° 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I ask the 
gentleman to withdraw that motion so that 1 may 
move that the House adjourn to meet at ten 
o’clock to-morrow morning. 

Mr. CURTIS. Ll withdraw it for that purpose. 


Mr, WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I make that 
' motion. 
| Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I object. 
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Vly WASHBURNE, of [llinois. 
he rules 


fhe SPEAKER. 


I move to 


There jg a motion to sus- 
pid the rules pending. 
Vir. J. GLANCY JONES. If we adjourn now 
we need not put ourselves to the trouble of meet- 
oatan early hour In the morning. It cannot 


make any very great difference, as the session 


wi | have to be extended. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I hope we 
will get through with this business to-night. We 
will have the loan bill up to-morrow. 

Mr. CURTIS. I will modify my motion by 
moving that the House adjourn until ten o’cleck 
to-morrow. 

The SPEAKER. That motion cannot be en- 
tertained except by unanimous consent. 

Mr. FLORENCE. 1 object. 

Mr. CURTIS. ‘Thea I move to suspend the 
rules. 

Mr. GROW. [hope we shall not waste time 
in talking on these motions. 

Mr. CURTIS. Well, I withdraw it. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I move that the House 
do now adjourn. 

Mr. CURTIS. I have not withdrawn my mo- 
tion to adjourn. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. The gentleman certainly 
withdrew it and took his seat. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair understood the 
centeman from lowa to withdraw his motion. 

Mr. CURTIS. No, sir; 1 did not. 

The SPEAKER. Then the Chair stands cor- 
rected. 

Mr. TALBOT demanded tellers on the mo- 
tion to adjourn. 

Tellers were ordered;and Messrs. AbBorr and 
Tanpor were appointed. 

The House divided; and the tellers reported, 
ayes 45, noes 83. 

"So the House refused to adjourn. 

The question recurred upon Mr. Grow’s mo- 
tion to hy upon the table the motion to recon- 
sider the vote by*which the report of the com- 
mittee of conference was rejected. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. +1 wish to make an in- 
quiry as to the effect of this vote. If we should 
lay the motion to reconsider upon the table, would 
it then be in order to move for a new committce 
of conference? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks it would. 

Mr. RUSSELL demanded tellerson Mr.Grow’s 
motion. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Dean and 
BurNETT were appointed. 

The House divided; and the tellers reported— 
ayes 60, noes 66. 

So the House refused to lay the motion to re- 
consider upon the table. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered. 

Mr. CLEMENS demanded the yeas and nays 
on the motion to reconsider. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The House divided; and there were—ayes 68, 
noes 61. 

So the motion to reconsider was agreed to. 

The question then recurred on the adoption of 
the conferencé report ? 

Mr. CLEMENS demanded the yeas and nays. 

‘The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—ayes 64, nays 71; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Ahl, Andrews, Avery, Barksdale, Bo- 
cock, Bowie, Bovee, Bryan, Burlingame, Cavanaugh, Chap- 
man, John B. Clark, Clay, Jobu Cochrane, Comins, Cox, 
Crawford, Curry, Davis of Indiana, Davis of Mississippi, 
Dimmick, Dowdell, Florence, foley, Foster, Gillis, Groes- 
beck, Hopkins, Houston, Huyler, Jackson, J. Glancy Jones, 
Owen Jones, Keitt, Kelly, Jacob M. Kunkel, Lamar, 
Landy, Maclay, Millson, Niblack, Pendleton, Peyton, Wil- 
liam W. Phelps, Pike, Quitman, Reilly, Ruffin, Russell, 
Sandidge, Scales, Scott, Henry M. Staw, Sickles, Stall- 
worth, Stevenson, James A. Stewart, Talbot, George Tay- 
= Taylor, Ward, Whiteley, Winslow, and Worten- 

e—64, 

‘NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, Atkins, Bennett, Biilinghurst, 
Bingham, Bliss, Brayton, Buftinton, Case, Chaffee, Horace 
Pr. Clark, Clawson, Clemens, Cobb, Clark B. Cochrane, 
Colfax, Covode, Cragin, Curtis, Davis of Maryland, Davis 
of Lowa, Dawes, Dean, Durfee, Edie, Fenton, Gooch, Good- 
win, Granger, Grow, J. Morrison, Harris, Hoard, Horton, 
Kellogg, Knapp, John C. Kunkel, Leiter, Letcher, Lovejoy, 
Humphrey Marshall, Samuel 8. Marshali, Mason, Matte- 
son, Maynard, Morgan, Morrill, Edward Joy Morris, Mott, 
Olin, Palmer, Parker, John 8. Phelps, Potter, Pottie, Pow- 
ell, Ricaud, Ritchie, Robbins, Roberts, Reyce, Savage, 
Spinner, Stanton, Tompkins, ‘I'rippe, Underwood, Wade, 


| 


Watdron, Nihu B 


Washbarne, Israel Washburn, and 
Join Vo Wright—7I. 


So the repert was rejected. 

Pending the call of the roll, 

Mr. STEWART, of Pennsylvania, stated that 
he had paired off with Mr. Bonnam. 

Mr. KE!TT. Iam satisfied that the session 
must go into next week. Ihave been trying to 
avoid itas long as I could. I move thatthe House 
adjourn. 

The House divided, and there were—ayes 62, 
noes 6&8. 

Mr. FLORENCE demanded the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

Mr. GROW. What objection can there be to 
the appointment of another committee of confer- 
ence? 

Mr. BOCOCK. I object to the gentleman de- 
bating the question out of order. 

Mr. HOPKINS demanded tellers. 

Tellers were ordered;and Messrs. Owen Jones 
and Dean were appointed. 

The House divided; and the tellers reported— 
ayes thirty-six, noes not counted, 

So the motion was not agreed to. 

MraCLAY. I move that there be a call of 
the Tlouse. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

The question récurring upon the motion that 
anotuer committee of conference be appointed, it 
was put, and agreed to; and Mr. Winsiow, Mr. 
Groesseck, and Mr. Wasusurne of Illinois, 
were appointed as such committee on the part of 
the LLouse. 


A 


And then, on motion of Mr. MorGan, (at one 


o’cluck, a. m.,) the House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 


Satrurpay, June 12, 1858. 


tev. J. L. Evwiorr. 
NTER it is so near the end of the 


i will make a motion which, I be- 
er made before, to dispense with the 
reading of the Journal. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It requires unan- 
imous consent to dispense with the reading of the 
Journal. « The Chair hears no objection. 





POST OFFICE APPROPRIATION BILL. 


A message from the House of Re presentatives, 
by Mr. AL.en, its C! 
House avreed me, and disagreed to other 
amendments of the Senate to the bill (H.R. No. 
356) making appropriations for the service of the 
Post Office Department during the fiscal year end- 
ing June 30, 


announced that the 





859. 

‘The Senate proceeded to consider its first, sec- 
ond, third, eighth, and ninth amendments to the 
bill (HL. R. No. 556) making appropriations for 
the service of the Post Office Department during 
’ 30th of June, 1859, 
which had been disagreed to by the House of 
Repres ntatives; and,on motion of Mr. Hunter, 
the Senate insisted on these amendments, and 
asked for a conference on the disagreeing votes 
of the two Houses. 7 

Mr. Gwix, Mr. Crirrenpen, and Mr. Joun- 
son of Arkansas, were appoinied conferees on the 
part of the Senate. 

A subsequent message from the Elouse of Rep- 
reseniatives, by Mr. Avien,its Clerk, announced 
that the [louse insisted on its disagreement to 
certain amendments of the Senate to the bill (H. 
R. No. 556) making appropriations for the ser- 
vice of the Post Office Department during the fis- 
cal year ending the 50th ef June, 1859; and had 
agreed to the conference asked by the Senate.on 
the disagreeing votes of the two Houses thereon; 
and had appointed Mr. H. C. Burwert, Mr. C. 
C. Binuinencurst, and Mr. E. Corning, mana- 
gers of the same on its part. 


| Se } . A ! } 
ine hscai year ending the 


ENROLLED BILL SIGNED. 


A message from the House of Representatives 
announced that the Speaker had signed an en- 
roljed bill (H.R. No. 200) makingappropriations 

| for sundry civil expenses of the Government for 
the year ending the 30th of June, 1859, and it was 
signed by the Vice President. 
ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 
The message also announced that the House 


| of Representatives had agreed to the report of the | 


| ment strike out ** forty-tive,”’ 


~et 
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committee of conference on the disagreeing votes 
of the two Houses on the bill (H. R. No. 2438) 
making appropriations for the support of ‘the 
Army for the year ending the 3Uth of June, 1859. 

Mr. HUNTER. I suggest that, in order to get 
those bills enrolled, which are almost finished, 
we allow the committees of conference on the 
Army bill and supplemental Indian biil to report: 

Mr. MALLORY. I object; because we ad- 
journed last night with the report of the commit- 
tee of conference on the naval bill before the Sen- 
ate, unacted upon for the want of a quorum, and, 
in my judgment, we ought not to act on any other 
conference report until that is disposed of. 

Mr. HUNTER, We know—the message will 
be here in ten minutes, notifying us—that the 
House of Representatives has rejected the report 
of the committee of conference on the naval bill. 
Why should we consume time on that, for no 
useful purpose? We want to get those bills to 
the President. 

Mr. DAVIS. The House of Representatives 
have concurred in the report of the committee of 
conference on the Army bill, and | suppose it is 
only necessary for us to concur in the message of 
the House. 

Mr. HUNTER. No,sir; we have to act on the 
report. It is an entire thing. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Is there objection 
to receiying the conference report on the Army 
bill? 

Mr. STUART. I shall object to any consid- 
eration of the conference report on the naval bill 
until the bill is here, and | should have done so 
last nightif | had known then that the bill was 
not here. We see now the importance of pro- 
ceeding according to rules. The House of Rep- 
resentatives voted down that report last night. 
We have not the bill here to act on. 

Mr. MALLORY. The Senator from Michi- 
gan speaks as much without his host now as last 
night. ‘The naval bill was here when the report 
was made. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair must 
call the attention of Senators to the fact that the 
question Is on receiving the report of the commit- 
tee of conference on the Army bill. Is there ob- 
jection? The Chair hears none. 

Mr. DAVIS. I present the report. 

Mr. HUNTER. ‘The Senate by general con- 
sent may takea vote on itas a whole, as it has 
been concurred in by the House. 

Mr. A LLEN. It had better be read. 
ought to know what it is. 

Lhe Secretary read the report, as follows: 

The committee of conference onthe disagreeing votes of 
the two Houses on the bill (A. R. No. 243) making appro- 
priauions for the support of the Army forthe year cuding the 
uth of June, 1859, have met, and, after a full and free con 
ference, have agreed to recommend to their respective 
tlouses as follows: 

That the Senate recede from their sixteenth, seventcenth, 
eighteenth, twentieth, twenty-first, twenty-fourth, twenty- 
seventh, twenty eighth, twenty-ninth, thirty-secona, thirty- 
fourth, thirty-fifth, forty fifth, forty-sixth, forty seventh, 
forty-eighth, and forty-ninth amendments disagreed to by 
the House. 

‘That the House recede from their disagreement to, and 
concur in, the first, nineteenth, thirty-sixth, thirty-eigith, 
fortieth, and forty-third amendmeuts of the Senate. 

That the House recede from their disagreement to the 
third amendment ofthe Senate, and concur in the same with 
the following amendment: in the rourth line of said amend- 
and insert * twenty-five. 

That the House recede trom their disagreement to the 
fourth amendment of the Senate, and concur in the same, 
with the tollowing aincndment: in line ten of said amend 
ment of the Senate strike out all after the word “* War’. to 
the end of the amendment, and insert, in liew thereof, the 
following: “ and at huis discretion in applyine to the old or 
new arins any recent improvement in the mode of priming.’? 

That the House recede from their disagreement to the 
twenty-seeond amendinent of the Senate, and concur in 


the same with the tollowing amendinent #strike out *filty,”? 
and insert * forty.’ 

That the louse recede from their disagreement to the 
twenty-third amendment of the Senate, and concur in the 
same with the following amendment : strike out “ one hun- 
dred,’ and insert ** seventy-five.’’ 

That the Llouse recede from their disagreement to the 
twenty filth amendment of the Senate, and coneur im the 
same with the following amendment: strike out * one hun- 
dred,” and insert ** seventy-five.’’ 

That the House recede from their disagreement to the 
twenty-sixth amendment of the Senate. and concur in the 
same with the following amendment: strike out ** one hun- 
dred,” and insert ‘ seventy-five.’ 

That the House recede from their disagreement to the 
thiruieth amendment of the Senate, and concur in the same 
with the following amendment: strike out “ one hundred,’’ 
and insert * seventy. five.’’ 

That the House recede from their disagreement to the 
thirty-first amendment of the Senate, and concur in the 
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same with the following amendment: strike out “ two hun- 
dred,”’ and insert “ one bundred and fifty.” 

That the House recede from their disagreement to the 
thirty. third amendment of the Senate, and concur in the 
same with the following amendment: strike out * one hun 
dred and fifty thousand.” and insert “ one hundred and 
twelve thousand five hundred.”’ 

That the House recede from their disagreement to the 
thirty-seventh amendment of the Senate, and concur in the 
saine with the following amendment: strike out * fifty,” 
and insert * thirty.’ 

That the House recede from their disagreement to the 
forty second amendment of the Senate, and concur in the 
same with the following amendment: in the fourth line of 
said ainendment strike out the words * for printing.”’ 

That the Sevate recede from their disagreement to the 
amendment of the House to the forty-first amendment of 
the Senate, and concur in the same. 

JEFFERSON DAVIS, 
JOHN SLIDELL, 
J. COLLAMER, 

Managers on the part of the Senate. 
J. A. QUITMAN, 

. MARTIN J. CRAWFORD, 

B. STANTON, 

Managers on the part of the House. 


The report was concurred in. 
SUPPLEMENTAL INDIAN BILL. 


A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. Auen, its Clerk, informed the Senate 
that the House had agreed to the report of the 
committee of conference on the disagreeing votes 
of the two Houses on the bill (H. R. No. 557) 
making supplemental appropriations for the cur- 
rent and contingent expenses of the Indian de- 
partment, and for fulfilling treaty stipulations 
with various Indian tribes, for the year ending 
the 30th June, 1859. 

Mr. HUNTER. I believe the chairman of that 
committee of conference is ready to report. 

Mr. BRIGHT submitted the following report: 

The committee of conference on the disagreeing votes of 
the two Houses on the bill( H. R.No. 557) making supplemen- 
tal appropreations for the current and contingent expenses 
of the Ladian department, and for fulfilling treaty stipula 
tions with various Indian tribes, for the year ending the 30th 
of June, 1859. have agreed to recommend, and do recom 
mend, to their respective Houses, as follows : 

That the Senate recede from its disagreemént to the 
amendment of the House to its thirtieth amendment, and 
concur in the same. 

That the Senate recede from its twenty-sixth, twenty- 
seventh, twenty-eighth, and twenty-ninth amendments, 

That the House recede from its disagreement to the third 
amendment of the Senate, and agree to the same, with an 
amendment as follows: in the fourth line of said amend- 
ment strike out the word * March,”’ and insert ** August.” 

J. D. BRIGHT, 
W. K. SEBASTIAN, 
H. M. RICE, 
Managers on the part of the Senate. 
GEORGE 8. HOUSTON, 
Rn. F. LEITER, 
JAMES B. CLAY, 
Managers on the part of the House. 


The report was concurred in. 


NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 


A message was received from the House of Rep- 
resentatives by Mr. Atien, its Clerk, announc- 
ing that the Elouse had disagreed to the report of 
the committee of conference on the disagreeing 
votes of the two Houses on the bill (H. R. No. 
199) making appropriations for the naval service 
for the year ending the 30th of June, 1859, and 
asked a further conference on the said disagreeing 
votes, and had appointed Mr. Warren Winsiow, 
Mr. W.S. Groesspecx, and Mr. E. B. Wasn- 
BURNE, managers at the same on its part. 

Mr. HUNTER. I understand the Senator 
from Florida desires to submit a motion to recede 
in regard to the naval bill, 


Mr. MALLORY. The report of the com- 


mitiee of conference was read last night to a | 


very thin Senate. 
(** Oh, not” 

Mr. HUNTER. I wish to make an appeal to 
the Senator from Florida. We know we are to 
take the vote on the Indiana case at twelve o’clock. 
Let the Senator from Florida submit his motion, 
and take the sense of the Senate in regard to it 


I ask that it be read again. 


without debate; but if we are to have the report | 


read, and adebate on that, we shall spend half the || 


Ay.of the naval a propriation bill. 

r. MALLORY. [tis very extraordinary that 
we have to suspend the reading of the Journal of 
the Senate; and nota Senator here can know what 
was transacted yesterday, unless, after the Senate 


adjourns, he should take an ey, to go to | 


theclerks and get the Journal and read it. Itis very 
surprising that an objection should be made even 


to an explanation, simply because a day for ad- |! served by providing for the construction of these ‘| 
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journment has been fixed for the convenience of a 
portion of Congress, and we are to hurry through 
with the business of the Senate to meet that end. 
I desire to make a motion without unnecessarily 


| consuming time, that the Senate recede from all its 


amendments to the naval appropriation bill, ex- 


cept one which the House amended in regard to | 


the sloops-of-war. The vote of the Senate was 


for five sloops, and the House provided for ten. | 


ESSIONAL GLOBE. 
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I desire the Senate to agree to that amendment of | 


the House; and I propose to recede from our other |) 


amendments to which the House disagreed; and 


| have a few words to say in explanation of this 


motion. 


1 should have proposed this course last night, 
_ but those who were here will recollect that at the 


time of the adjournment we found there were but 


| twenty-three Senators present, and | was indis- 


posed to say a word with so thin a body; but I 
should now like to explain to the Senate why we 
ought to agree to the proposition of the House in 
regard to the additional sloops-of-war. The hon- 
orable Senator from Michigan, [Mr. Srvuarrt,] in 
discussing this measure, took the opportunity to 


| deliver somewhat of a lecture to the committee of 
| conference, and the lecture was delivered in that 
tone and manner which would have been offensive | 


did I not know the general good feeling and cour- 


| tesy of that gentleman. He said that, wi.h twen- 
ty-three of us here, we could reform this bill and | 
| pass a new bill, in four hours, at any time. The 


committee of conference agreed to the amendment 
of the House for ten sloops instead of five, be- 


cause it supposed it was representing the feeling | 


of the Senate. The honorable Senator from Mich- 


igan is generally as accurate as any other Sena- | 


tor, but his inaccuracy on this point was only 
equaled by the boldness of his assertions. He 


said it had been twice voted down upon a direct | 
| vote of the Senate. 


Sir, the exact reverse is the 


| case. I hold the yeasand nays in my hand. The 


first vote of the Senate was on a direct proposi- 


tion made by the Senator from New Hampshire | 


{Mr. Hate] to strike out four sloops, as reported 
by the committee, so as to leave only the five 
originally reported by a separate bill. The vote 
on that motion was 22 for striking out and 31 
against it. There were eleven absent. That tested 
the sense of the Senate in favor of the ten sloops. 
The next vote taken in Committee of the Whole 
was, whether the ten sloops should be in the bill, 


and there was a majority of four against it, there | 


being forty-four Senators present. There were 
fifty-three present before. 

Mr. HALE. I know the Senator does not 
mean to misrepresent the action of the Senate, of 


course; but did not a portion of thesé gentlemen 


| who veted against striking out the four sloops, 


also vote against the whole; thereby not showing, 


as the Senator would intimate, that it was because 


they wanted the ten sloops, but because the 
wanted the distinct vote on the original sanend: 
ment, thinking in that way they might defeat the 
whole? 

Mr. MALLORY. 
motives were. 


Mr. HALE. 


I do not know what their 


But does not the record show 


| that they voted against the ten sloops afterwards? 


Mr. MALLORY. The third vote was, in the 
Senate, 19 to 17,a very thin Senate, as was prop- 
erly observed by the Senator from Michigan— 


| thirty-six present and twenty-eightabsent. The 
Senator from Michigan last night took occasion to 





say that this committee of conference (and, with 
the exception of myself, it was composed of gen- 
tlemen who have the public weal as much at heart 
as he has, and, I presume, understand the subject 
as well as he dows) had misrepresented the feel- 
ing of the Senate, and that the Senate had twice 
voted down the proposition directly. The facts 
do not sustain him. 

I desire the Senate to listen to a few words in 
favor of the proposition for ten sloops-of-war. 
That was the recommendation of the Department 
before we had any word of any existing necessity 
for an increase of our Navy at all, as a measure 
of peace; and upon that estimate and recommend- 
ation of the Departinent I took the subject into 
consideration, and have paid some attention to it, 
and I am convinced that public economy, that the 
wants of the country, that the service of the Navy, 


‘| and our treaty stipulations, will all be best sub- 
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ten small vessels, and I will proceed to show yoy 
the reason in a few words. : 

We have not a single steam cruiser on the coag: 
of Africa—not one that we can send there; and . 
is well known that one small steam cruiser dray,. 
ing seven and a half feet of water is worth all the 
fleet we send there to protect our flag against in- 
fraction in regard to the slave trade. We have not 
a single small steam cruiser that we can send to 
| the coast of Cuba to protect our flag in the same 
| way. Itis well known that one small steam cruiser 
would do more service than any two large frigates 
we have got. We do not want large frigates tp 
protect our flag in this respect. it ought to be a 
satisfaction to the Senate to know that we can gail 
seven of these small vessels at the same expense 
as two large ones. We can sail seven vessels of 
the size of the Fulton, whose expenses are $57 ,(0) 
a year, at the same cost as two of our large vessels, 
whose expenses are $174,000; and we can haye 
fourteen of them at the same expense as four large 
vessels. If we should have these ten vessels, we 
/can then either withdraw our large vessels from 
our fleets, and keep them for emergency, or keep 
them for foreign service entirely. 

I shal! not now detain the Senate by going over 
the list of vessels we have afloat; but having paid 
some little attention to the condition of the Navy, 
I can assure the Senate that there is a great deal 
of propriety in the complaint of Great Britain, that 
our flag is prostituted for the slave trade, and the 
very document now on your table, sent in by the 
Secretary of State not three weeks ago, shows 
that at least one vessel captured must inevitably 
have been a slaver bound outwards, and every 
/genteman who knows anything of the subject, 
who has ever given any attention to:the cargoes 
of slave vessels, must come to the conclusion that 
that vessel, at least, was designed for the slave 
trade. She carried the American flag. We have 
large frigates of forty guns on our coast; but we 
have not gota vessel fit for the purpose Of station- 
ing on the coast of Cuba or the coast of Africa, t 
take care of the interests of owr flag in that re- 
spect. Let us not suppose that any news we get 
from Great Britain by the newspapers is alto- 
gether reliable. Just so long as we do not keep 
vessels on the coast of Cuba to do our duty and 
search our suspected vessels, Gréat Britain will 
do it,as she has done it ever since the Ashburton 
treaty. There is nothing new in the recent oc- 
currences, but they are remarkable because so 
many instances have occurred in a brief period. 
The British officers are acting under the same 
order under which they have acted for the last ten 
years; no new orders have been given to them; 
they are doing now what they have been doing 
for ten years past, and what they will continue 
to do, unless we ourselves shall do our duty, and 
send out these small steamers. I shall not occupy 
| the attention of the Senate longer. 

Mr. STUART. I do not know which most to 
regret, the remarks of my friend from Florida, or 
what I said myself. If the Senator has givena 
proper interpretation to what I said, ] certainly 
must have been very incorrect; but I have no- 
ticed on several occasions that, when anything is 
said disagreeing with the sentiments of other 
Senators, it is very common to say it is an at- 
tempt to lecture the Senate; and yet, sir, I never 
found a Senator who had any idea of lecturing 
the Senate, and never heard of one. The Sena- 
tor from Florida, however, does but justice to my 
motives and my intentions. I said this—and | 
intended to say it with great respect—I think 
there is no Senator who will deny it—that it is 
the clear duty of a conference committee to rep- 
resent the wish of the body that appoints it. On 
a question that is in dispute between the two 
Houses, no matter what is the sentiment of an 
individual on the conference committee, his duty 
undoubtedly is to represent the will of the body 
that appoints him. Let me illustrate: there are 
sometimes a hundred amendments to one appro- 

riation bill, frequently fifty. I suppose it would 
be impossible to find three Senators whose indi- 
vidual opinions agreed with the vote of the Sen- 
ate on each and every question; and therefore, if 
a Senator on the committee is to carry out bis 

own opinion, he would go against the views of 
a majority of the Senate in half the cases. Cer- 
| tainly, that cannot be his duty. 
On this question I spoke last night, from reco.- 
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jection, and I think now that in some form the 
Senate was brought to a vote twice on the prop- 
position to add to the steam sloops, and voted it 
down twice. The Senator has examined the ree- 
ord, and undoubtedly he is correct, and it seems, 
from his statement, that the Senate voted it down 
hut onee. It is confessed that once they did vote 
it down on the yeasand nays. What, then, was 
he sense of the Senate on the question of provid- 
ing for ten sloops-of-war? Against it. All I said, 
all | intended to say, was that if the Senate still 
retained their opinion, if that was their judgment, 
they should reject the proposition because it dis- 
agreed with their sense. [t appears now that the 
House of Representatives has voted it down also. 
| understand, from the papers, that there was a 
long debate in the House of Representatives on 
two propositions connected with this bill—these 
sloops, and some grading at Brooklyn, and that 
upon both those propositions the House was 
brought to a vote, and voted against them. Now, 
why should we adopt it? The Senate has voted 
against the ten sloops, and the last vote of the 
House on the report of the committee of confer- 
ence is against the ten sloops. Why should we 
agree to them? 

I will not make any extended remarks. My 
object in rising was simply to say that there 


would be no injury in voting down this report and | 


having another conference; and we ought cer- 
tainly to do one of two things. As the House of 
Representatives has rejected the conference re- 
port, if we recede from the amendments so far as 
the Senator from Florida has proposed, we should 
certainly include the one in regard to sloops. We 


should not retain the thing we voted against and | 
recede from that which we voted for; nor should 


we retain what the House has joined us in voting 
against. 

Mr. MALLORY. 
friend fora moment, to sa 
taken. 
and did not vote on the amendments in detail. 

Mr. STUART. They voted on the report as 
a whole, of course; for they could not vote for it 


that L think he is mis- 


I wish to interrupt my 


The House voted on the report in gross, | 


inany other way; but I say the opposition was | 
to the sloops, and to the $60,000 appropriation | 


for grading at Brooklyn. ‘This being the fact, if 
the Senate recede at all, I submit they should re- 


cede from the whole; and they certainly should | 


recede from the sloop amendment if they enter- 
tain the opinion they had before. At allevents, 
let us have a vote. 


Mr. SLIDELL. I would suggest to the chair- | 


man of the Naval Committee that it would be well 


to postpone the consideration of this subject until | 


after the Indiana case has been disposed of; and 


in the meanwhile I ask the consent of the Senate | 


to allow a message from the President of the Uni- 
ted States, which is on the table, to be read. That 
may, perhaps, influence our action in this and 
other matters. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Foor in 
the chair.) The Chair will take that to be the 
sense of the Senate, and will present the message 
and have it read. 


MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 


The Secretary read the message; as follows: 


To the Senate and House of Representatives: 

| feel it to be an indispensabie duty to call your attention 
to the condition of the ‘Treasury. On the 19th day of May 
last, the Secretary of the Treasury submitted a report to 
Congress “ on the present condition of the finances of the 
Government.’ In this report he states that, after a call 
upon the heads of Departments, be had received official in- 
formation that the sum of $37,000.000 would probably be 
required during the first two quarters of the next fiscal year, 
from the Ist of July until the Ist of January. ** This sum,”’ 
the Secretary says, ** does not include such amounts as may 
be appropriated by Congress over and above the estimates 
submitted to them by the Departments, and [have no data 
on which to estimate for such expenditures. Upow this 


point Congress is better able to form acorrect opinion than | 


lam.” 


The Secretary then estimates that the receipts into the || 
Treasury from all sources, between the Ist of July and the | 


Ist of January, would amount to $25,000,000, leaving a de- 


ficit of $15.00),000, inclusive of the sum of about three | 


million dollars, the least amuunt required to be in the Treas- 
ury atall times to secure its successful operation. For this 
amount he recommends a loan. This loan, it will be ob- 


served, was required, after a close calculation, to meet the | 
co.imates from the different Departments; and not such | 


appropriations as might be made by Congress over and 
above these estimates. 

There was embraced in this sum of $15,000,000 estimates 
to the amount of about one million seven hundred and fifty 
tiousand dollars for the three volunteer regiments, author- 
ized by the act of Congress approved April 7, 1858; for two 


‘arrived for the consideration of the special order, 
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of which, if not for the third, no appropriation will now be | 
required. To this extent.a portion of the loan of $15,000,000 
may be applied to pay the appropriations made by Congress 
beyond the estimates from the different Departinents, re 
ferred to in the report of the Secretary of the Treasury. 

To what extent a probable deficiency may exist in the 
Treasury between the Ist July and the Ist January next, 
cannot be ascertained until the appropriation bills, as well 
as the private bills containing appropriations shail have 
finally passed. 

Adversity teaches useful lessons to nations as well as in- 
dividuals. The habit of extravagant expenditures, fostered 
by a large surplus in the Treasury, must now be corrected, 
or the country will be involved in serious financial difficul- 
lies. 

Under any form of government, extravagance in expend- 
iture must be the natural consequence, when those who 
authorize the expenditure feel no responsibflity in providing 
the means of payment. Such had been, for a number of 
years, our condition previously to the late moyetary revul 
sion in the apuntry. Fortunately, at least for the cause of 
public economy, the case is now reversed; and to the ex 
tent of the appropriations, whatever these may be, ingrafted 
on the diflerent appropriation bills, as well as those made 
by private bills, over and above the estimates of the different 
Departments, it will be necessary for Congress to provide 
the means of payment before their adjournment. Without 
this, the Treasury will be exhausted before the Ist of Janu- 
ary, and the public credit will be seriously impaired. This 
disgrace must fot fall upon the country. | 

It is impossible for me, however, now to ascertain this 
amount; nor does there at present seem to be the least prob- 
ability that this can be done, and the necessary means pro- 
vided by Congress to meet any deficiency which may exist 
in the Treasury before Monday next at twelve.o’clock, the 
hour fixed for adjournment, it being now Saturday morning 
at half past eleven o’clock. To aceomplish this object, the 
appropriation bills, as they shal! have finally passed Con 
gress, must be before me, and time must be allowed to as 
certain the amount of the moneys. appropriated, and to 
enable Congress to provide the necessary means, At this 
writing it is understood that several of these bills are vet 
before the committees of conference, and the amendments 
to some of them have not even been printed. 

Foreseeing that such a state of things might exist at the 
close of the session, I stated, in the annual message to Con 
gress, of December last, that ** from the practice of Con 
gress such an examination of each bill as the Constitution 
requires has been rendered impossible. The most itm 
portant business of each session is generally crowded into 
its last hours, and the alternative presented to the President 
is either to violate the constitutional duty which he owes 
to the people, and approve bills which, for want of time, it 
is fmpossible he should have examined, or, by his refusal to 
do this, subject the country and individuals to great loss and 
inconvenience.”’ * * * . . . ° 

** For my own part, I have deliberately determined that I | 
shall approve no bills which T have not examined ; and it 
will be a case of extreme and most urgent necessity which 
shall ever induce me to depart from this rule.”? 

The present condition of the Treasury absolutely requires 
that I should adhere to this resolution on the present occa 
sion, for the reasons which I have heretofore presented. 

In former times, it was believed to be the true character 
of an appropriation bill simply to carry into effect existing 
laws and the established policy of the country. A practice 
has, however, grown up of late years to ingrafton such bills, 
at the last hours of the session, large appropriations for new 
and important objects not provided for by preéxisting laws, 
and when no time is left to the Executive for their exam 
ination and investigation. No alternative is thus left to the 
President but either to approve measures without exam 
ination, or, by vetoing an appropriation bill, seriously to em- 
barrass the operations of the Government. This practice 
could never have prevailed without a surplus in the Treas- 
ury sufficient large to cover an indefinite amount of appro- 
priations. Necessity now compels us to arrest it, at least 
so far as to afford time to ascertain the amount appropri- 
ated, and to provide the means of its payment. 

For all these reasons, [ recommend to Congress to post- 
pone the day of adjournment for a brief period. I promise 
that not an hour shall be lost in ascertaining the amount of 
appropriations made by them for which it will be necessary 
to provide. [ know it will be inconvenient for the mem- 
bers to attend a called session, and this, above all things, 
[ desire to avoid. JAMES BUCHANAN, 

WASHINGTON City, June 12, 1858. 


Mr. SLIDELL. I move that the message lie 
on the table,and be printed. We shall have an 
opportunity hereafter of considering the question 
there submitted as to the postponement of theday | 
of adjournment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The message 
will lie on the table. The notion to print it will 
be referred to the Committee on Printing. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. The message 
should go to the public; and the Committee on 
Printing authorize me to report at once in favor 
of the motion to print it. 

The motion was agreed to. 


SUSPENSION OF RULES. 


A message from the House of Representatives 
by Mr. Auten, its Clerk, announced that the | 
House had concurred in the resolution of the Sen- || 
ate for a suspension of the 16th and 17th joint 
rules of the two Houses for the remainder of the 
present session. 


i 

INDIANA SENATORIAL ELECTION. | 
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. The hour has 


—— 


being the question of privilege in regard to the 


| only wa 





Indiana senatorial election, the pending question 
being on the motion of the Senator from Illinois 
[Mr. Trumsvutt] to amend the amendment of the 
Senator from Maine [Mr. Hamu] by adding to 
it: 

That, in the opivion of the Senate, no election of a mem- 
ber of this body made by the Legislature of a State consist 
ing of two branches is valid when made in a meeting of 
individual members of both, unless such meeting for that 
purpose was prescribed by law, or bad been previously 
agreed to by each House acting separately in its organized 
capacity, or is participated in by a majority of the members 
of each House, or is subsequently ratified in some form by 
each House in its organized capacity. 


Mr. TRUMBULL called for the yeas and nays, 
and they were ordered; and being taken, resulted 
—yeas 17, nays 26; as follows: 

Y EAS— Messrs. Broderick, Chandler, Clark, Dixon, Doo- 


little, Durkee, Fessenden, Foot, Foster, Hamlin, Harlan, 
King, Seward, Simmons, Trumbull, Wade, and Wilson—- 


17. 


NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benjamin, Bigler, Brown, Clay, 
Clingman, Davis, Fitzpatrick, Green, Gwin, Hammond, 
{layne, Iverson, Jones, Mallory, Mason, Polk, Pugh, Reid, 
Rice, Sebastian, Slidell, Thomson of New Jersey, Toombs, 
Wright, and Yulee—26. 


So the amendment to the amendment was re- 
jected; and the question recurred on Mr. Ham- 
LIn’s amendment to strike out all after the word 
‘‘resolved,’’ in the regolution of the Judiciary 
Committee, and insert: 

That the case of Jesse D. Bricnutand Grauam N. Fircn 
be recommitted to the Committee on the Judiciary, with 
instructions to report specially the grounds on which the 
resolution is based declaring said Briewr and Fircn elect- 
ed. 

Mr. FESSENDEN called for the yeas and 
nays; and they were ordered, and taken, with the 
following result: 

YEAS—Messrs. Chandler, Clark, Dixon, Doolittle, Dur- 
kee, Fessenden, Foot, Foster, Hamlin, Harlan, King, Sew- 
ard, Simmons, Trumbull, Wade, and Wilson—16 

NAYS—Messrs~ Allen, Benjamin, Bigler, Broderick, 


| Brown, Clay, Clingman, Collamer, Fitzpatrick, Green, 


Gwin, Hammond, Hayne, Houston, Hunter, Iverson, John- 
son of Arkansas, Johnson of Tennessee, Jones, Kennedy, 
Mallory, Mason, Pearee, Polk, Pugh, Reid, Riee, Sebastian, 
Slidell, Thompson of Kentucky, Thomson of New Jersey, 


Toombs, Wright, and Yulee—34. 


So the amendment was rejected; and the ques- 
tion recurred on the following resolytion reported 


| by the Judiciary Committee: 


Resolved, That Grauam N. Frrcenand Jesse D. Brieut, 
Senators returned and admitted from the State of Indiana, 


| are entitled to the seats which they now hold in the Senate 


as such Senators aforesaid—the former until the 4th of 


| March, }861,and the latter until the 4th of Mareh, 1863, 


according to the tenor of their respective credentials, 


Mr. TRUMBULL. 


I move to amend the res- 


| olution by inserting the word ** not’’ before ** en- 


titled.’’ 

Mr. GREEN. I suggest that it amounts to 
the same thing as voting against the resolution. 

Mr. COLLAMER. It does not amount to the 
same thing. ; 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I apprehend this is the 
to settle the question definitely. 

Mr. MASON. I am aware of the general un- 
derstanding, in which | acquiesced last night, that 
there should be no debate on this question to-day ; 
and I shall not, of course, say anything; but I 
wish to remark that I had desired and intended 
to state the reasons which govern me, but I am 
precluded by an agreement to which I was a party. 

Mr. SEWARD. lI cail for the yeas and nays 
on this question. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. BELL. I desire to state that I have paired 
off with one of the Senators from Minnesota, 
Mr. Sutetps. I was anthenzed to state that, 


| if he were here he would vote in favor of the sit- 


ting members from Indiana retaining their seats. 
If 1 were at liberty to vote, | shodld vote against 
them. 

The question being taken on Mr. TrumsButu’s 
amendment, resulted—yeas 23, nays 30; as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Broderick, Chandler, Clark, Collamer, 
Dixon, Doolittle, Douglas, Durkee, Fessenden, Foot, Fos- 
ter, Hale, Hamlin, Harlan, Houston, King, Mason, Pearce, 
Seward, Simmons, Trumbull, Wade, and Wilson—23. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benjamin, Bigler, Brown, Clay, 
Clingman, Davis, Fitzpatrick, Green, Gwin, Hammond, 
Hayne, Hunter, Iverson, Johnson of Arkansas, Johnson of 


Tennessee, Jones, Kennedy, ae Polk, ? , Reid, 
Rice, Sebastian, Slidell, Thompson o Kentucky, homson 
of New Jersey, Toombs, Wright, and Yulee—30. 


So the amendment was rejected. 
The resolution was agreed to. 
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NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 

Mr. WADE. | move to take ene 

Mr. HUNTER. 1 wil! suge that the 
ference report on the naval bill was laid aside in- 
formally. If the Senator from Olio wants to get 
away by Monday evening he had better Jet us 
fet the appropriation bills to the President to-day. 
j still entertain hopes that we may get off hy 
Mondey evening, if we can get these bills to lin 
to-day so that he may examine them. 

Mr. WADE. There is a resolution of the 
Tlonse which Iam very anxious to have taken 
up and acted upon, 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will state 
that what has been done heretofore 
s consent; and if any Senator moves to 
tuke up a bill, at this time, before the call for fe- 
nitions and reports is concluded, it must be by 
unanimous sonsent. 

Mr. TIUNTER. I shall not object to the motion 
of the Senator from Ohio, after wi dispose of thi 
conference report. 


con- 


has been wy 


nnanimod 


I want to get these bills into 
the hands of the President. I understand that 
the yu ndipe question rn ve vard to the naval appro- 
bill is the motion of the Senator from 
iHlorida to recede from the amendment in regard 
to the New York navy-yard, and to agree to the 
llouse amendment to the Senate amendment with 
reference to the steam sleops-of-war. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The naval appro- 
priation billis now before the Senate, as it was 
taken up before by unanimous consent. 

Mr. HUNTER. If the motion of the Senator 
from Florida should prevail, the bill would then be 
closed, and all we should have to do would be to 
send a message to the House of Representatives 
communicating our action. If, on the other hand, 
his motion should not carry, it will then be ne- 
cessary to ask for another committee of confer- 
ence, and settle the bill in that way. 

Mr. STUART. I suppose it will be necessary 
to take these questions separately. 

Mr. HUNTER. Certainly. Let us take it on 
the sloops first. 

Mr. MALLORY. No; onthe other first. 

Mr. HUNTER. Well, take it on the other. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It is moved and 
seconded that the Senate recede from its amend- 
ment appropriating $50,000 for the navy-yard at 
Brooklyn. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. HUNTER. The question now, I sup- 
pose, is on the motion made by the Senator from 
Florida to agree to the House amendment to the 
Senate amendment in regard to the sloops, put- 
ting it at ten instead of five. I shall vote against 
that motion. 

Mr. STUART. I desire to submit a motion 
which will supersede that; and it is, that the 
Senate recede from its amendment in regard to 
the sloops, and on that question I ask the yeas 
and nays. 

Mr. HUNTER. I voted against all these 
sloops; but | am not certain that the motion of 
the Senator from Michigan can be made, because 
the House of Representatives have agreed to our 
amendment, for five sloops, with an amendment, 
and all that is left for us to say is, whether we 
disagree to theiramendment or not. The provis- 
ion for five sloops is now in the bill, as I under- 
siand, by the joint action of both Houses. 

Mr. STUART I understand that they have 
substituted ten for five; that is the way the bill 
stands, 

Mr. HUNTER. I thought it was an addition, 
but if it stands as-a substitute, the Senator is 
right. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 


will be read. 


priation 


The amendment 


The Secretary read the amendment, as follows: 
Sec. 6. and be it fitrther enacted, That the Secretary of 

the Navy cause to be constructed, as speedily as may be | 
consistent withthe pubhie mterests, five steam screw sloops- | 
ok Wat, with full steam power, whose greatest draught of | 
water shail nolexceed fourteen feet, which ships shall com- 

buie the heaviest aanament and greatest speed Compatible | 
with their character aud tonnage ; and one side-wheel war 

steamer, Whose greatest draught shall not exceed eight feet, | 
armed aad provided (or service in the China sea@$ 3 and that | 
there be, and is hereby, appropriated, to be expended under 
the dreetion of Ute Secretary of the Navy, for the purpose | 


above specified, Ure sum of 1,200,000, out of any money | 


in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, 
: pproy } 


The House amendment wasto strike out “ five’? | 
and insert ‘‘ten.”’ i 


Mr. HUNTER. The effect of the motion of 
the Senator from Michigan would be to strike out 
the whole provision for sloops, and it is in order. 

Mr. MALLORY. IJsubmitthat the motion of 
the Senator from Michigan cannot be in order. 
The provision for five sloops is already in the bill 
by the action of the two tlouse Ss. , 

The VICE PRESIDENT. ‘The motion ef the 
Senator from Florida is to agree to the House 
amendment. ‘That supersedes the motion of the 


Senator from Michigan, in the opinion of the 


Chair. 

Mr. STUART. How ean it? 
“Mr. HUNTER. Either motion will close the 
bill. 


Mr. STOART. Batif the Senate recedes from 
its amendment, there is no point of disagreement 
inf 
ava 


' 


{ ° 
Mr. HUNTER. But the motion of the Sen- 
ator from Florida would close the bill, and among 
motions which close the bill, the first made is to 
be first put. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. 


the motion of the 


The Chair thinks 
Senator from Florida is in 
order, 

Mr. STUART. 


on tt. 


I ask for the yeas and nays 
i‘he yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 26, nays 30; as follows: 

YE AS—Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Bell, Benjamin, Bigler, 
Bright, Brown, Clingman, Crittenden, Douglas, Fiteh, 
Green, Gwin, Hammond, Hayne, Iverson, Johnson of Ar- 
kansas, Kennedy, Mallory, Mason, Reid, Sebastian, Sim- 
mons, Slidell, Thomson of New Jersey, and Wright—-26. 

NAYS—Messrs. Broderick, Chandler, Clark, Collamer, 
Davis, Dixon, Doolittle, Durkee, Pessenden, Fitzpatrick, 
foot, Foster, Hale, Hamlin, Harlan, Houston, Hunter, 
Jolinson of Tennessee, Jones, King, Pearce, Polk, Pugh, 
Riee, Seward, Stuart, Toombs, Trumbull, Wade, and 
W ilson—39. 

Mr. HUNTER. I now move that the Senate 
insist on its disagreement to the House amend- 
mentto their amendment in relation to the sloops- 
of-war, and also agree to the request of the House 
for another conference; and insist on their other 
amendments to which the House has disagreed, 
if there be any such. 

The motion was agreed to; and Mr. Pearce, 
Mr. Tuomson of New Jersey, and Mr. Fosrer, 
were appointed the second committee of confer- 
ence. 


ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


A message from the House of Representatives, 
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June 12, 


POST ROUTE BILL. 


Mr. YULEE. Iam directed by the Committ. 
on the Post Office and Post Roads, to whom was 
referred the bill (H. R. No. 585) to establish coy. 
tain post roads, to report it back with amend. 
ments. [ will state, as it may render upnecessary 
the reading of all the amendments, that they ar: 
simply the establishment of post routes, nothings 
else, with the exception of thie one amendment. 


“ind be it further enacted, That the Postmaster Genera 
be authorized to make suc): arrangments for the transpor 


| tation of the great through mails between Portland and New 


Orleans, as will insure the most speedy and certain eo, 


| nection, including in the route for one of the daily mails, 4. 
| many of the sea-board commercial cities as may be consis; 


ent with the greatest dispatch. 


It is nota direction, only an autherity. 

Mr. HUNTER. Authority to do what? 

Mr. YULEE. To provide for the speedies, 
transportation of the mails between Portland and 
New Orleans. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Masoy.) 
The Chair hears no objection to the consideration 
of this bill. It is before the Senate as in Com. 
mittee of the Wiiole. 

The amendments were agreed to. 


Mr. HUNTER. I do not mean to debate the 
bill; I would not debate anything at this time of 
the session. I merely say that, so far as I am 
concerned, I will not vote for any new post route 


| bills, unless you raise the postage, so as to make 
| the Department self-sustaining. 





The bill was reported to the Senate, the amend. 
ments were concurred in, and ordered to be er 
grossed, and the bill read a third time. The. bill 


| was read the third time, and passed. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 

A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. Auten, its Clerk, announced that the 
House had agreed to the second and third amend- 
ments, and disagreed to the fourth amendment of 
the Senate to the bill (H. R. No. 466) making 
appropriations for the expenses of collecting the 
revenue from customs, and agreed to the first 
amendment of the Senate to the said bill, with an 
amendment. 

MILITARY ASYLUM. 


Mr. HALE. I move that the select committee 
on the Military Asylum have leave to report next 


‘| session. We do not ask any power to sit during 


by Mr. Atien, its Clerk, announced that the | 


Speaker had signed the following enrolled bills; 
which thereupon. received the signature of the 
Vice President: 

An act making appropriations for the support 


of the Army for the year ending the 30th of | 


June, 1859; and 
An act making supplemental appropriations for 
the current and contingent expenses of the Indian 


department, and for fulfilling treaty stipulations | 


with various Indian tribes for the year ending 
| 30th June, 1859. 


MAIL STEAMER BILL. 


Mr. YULEE, from the committee of confer- 


ence on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses 


on the bill (H. R. No. 558) making appropria- | 


tions for the transportation of the United States 


mail by ocean steamers, and otherwise, during | 
the fiscal year ending the 30th of June, reported | 


that the committee were unable to agree. He 
moved that the Senate furtherinsist on its amend- 
| ments, and ask for a further conference. 
| ‘The motion was agreed to; and Messrs. Ham- 
monv, Hare, and Mauvory, were appointed the 
committee on the part of the Senate. 


A message from the House of Representatives 
by Mr. Auten, its Clerk, afterwards announced 
that the House insisted upon its disagreement to 


_ No. 558) making appropriations for the transpor- 
tation of the Upited States mail by ocean steam- 
ers, and otherwise, during the fiscal year ending 


conference asked by the Senate on the disagree- 

| ing votes of the two Houses thereon, and had 

| appointed: Mr. Dantet E. Sicxies, Mr. Ricwarp 

Morr, and Mr. M. R. H. Garnerrt, managers 

| at the same on its part. A subsequent -message 

| announced that Mr. Joun C. Kunxen had been 
appointed in the place of Mr. Morr. 


the amendments of the Senate to the bill (H. R. | 


the 30th of June, 1859, and agreed to the further | 





the recess, but we have net completed our inves- 
tigations, and we want to report at the next ses- 
sion. 


The motion was agreed to. 
INDIAN DEFICIENCY BILL. 


Mr. HUNTER. There is one appropriation 
bill on which the Senate will! have to act, the In- 
dian deficiency bill, and I now move that it be 
taken up and disposed of. 

The motion was agreed to;.and the Senate re- 
sumed the consideration of the bill (H. R. No. 
555) to supply deficiencies in the appropriations 
for the current and contingent expenses of the 
Indian department, and for fulfilling treaty stip- 
ulations with various Indian tribes for the year 
ending June 30, 1858; the question pending being 
on the following amendment of Mr. Houston: 

ind be it further enacted, That the superintendent and 
agents within the superintendeney of Texas shail be here 
after appointed in the same mauner as other superintend- 
ents and agents are appointed and confirmed ; and that the 
Witchita ageacy is hereby attached to the superintendency 
of Texas. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I regret exceedingly that 
my voice is so much impaired’by cold and hoarse- 
ness-that it will be impossible for me to do full 
justice to this subject. I desire to eall the atten- 
tion of the Senator from Arkansas to it. The 
other evening, understanding that he objected to 
my amendment, I desired him to explain the rea- 
sons for his opposition, in order that I might oc- 
cupy as little time as possible in answering him. 
I now repeat the request, and ask the Senator to 
state the grounds of objection. : 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. On the invits- 
tion of the Senator from Texas, I will state what 
I understand to be the objection to the amendment 
which he has offered; and as this is certainly no 
occasion for long speeches, I will confine myself 
as strictly as | can to the performance of that duty 
with as few words as possible. The proposition 


of the Senator from Texas is to take that section of 


country which lies between the ninety-eighth and 


A 
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one hundredth degrees of west longitude, from the 
uthern Indian superintendency, and transfer it 
what is called the Texas supervisorship. Texas 
as but few Indians of her own; this Government 
owns no land there; there is no superintendency 
there; but they have a principal agent and two 
BI ‘bordinates. The proposition is to ) take this sec- 
tion of country from the southern superintend- 
ney and place it under the Texas supervisorship. 
] will state briefly the objection ta it, and then 
submit the papers from the Department, which 
be read, and which will show to the Senate 
the policy of the Government in this regard. 
The country between the ninety-eighth and one 
hundredth degrees of west longitude is part of the 
Choctaw country. Those Indians, we know, are 
exceedingly jealous of their rights. This section 
of ‘country, it will be found by reading the treaty 
of 1855, is actually subject to the laws of the Choc- 
taw pe ople. The Department think it bad p aoe 
hat a portion of that country, subject to the same 
Indian laws, and belonging to the same i dian 
tribe, should be placed under a distinct, perhaps 
a hostile, certainly a rival supervisorship. The 
Department think it would destroy unity in-the 
decisions, it would be calculated to breed strife 
on the borders, and it would, in all probability, 
involve the Choctaws, for they would feel them- 
selves at liberty, if their laws were violated, and 
their rights ‘invaded, to muster their own forces, 
and march over and expel the Indians who did 
not conform to their laws. The Denertment con- 
sequently think that the whole councry belonging 
to the Choctaws should be continued in the south- 
ern superintendenc y, and ehject to the proposi- 
tion of the Senator from Texas, thet that portion 
of it lying west of the ninety- abil me viel an of 
longitude shall be placed mies an altogether dif- 
ferent supervision. I[ send to the Chair some 
letters showing the views of the Indian bureau, 
ann lask that they may be read as concluding all 
he remarks I see any necessity for my making 
n this subject at this time. 
DEPARTMENT oF THE INTERIOR, May 3}, 
Sir: T have the honor to acknowledge thereceipt of your 
letterof the 24th instant requesting my opinion as to the 
propriety of providing by law for the creation of a new In- 
a 
th 
e 
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lian superintendency to embrace the Indians of Texas, and | 


ose Who may be located in the country westof the ninety- 
ighth meridian leased from the Choctaws and Chickasaws, 
and whether the creation of such a superintendency would 
iuterfere with the rights of the Choctaws afid Chickasaws 
and lead to a conflict of jurisdiction. 

The subject was referred to the acting Commissioner of 
Indian Affairs for examination and report. This was fur- 
nished on the 27th instant, and a copy of the same is here- 
with inclosed. 

The Indian office is of opinion, for the reasons stated in 
the report, that it would be inexpedient to make any change 
in the present organization of the southern superintendency, 
and in this I coneur. 

It will be seen from the report that there are but a small 
number of these Indians on the reserves in Texas; and that 
there is a probability that these will be removed. The only 
Indians who may be considered as permanently located in 
Texas are those west of the Pecos ; and a single agent will 
suffice forthem. There is, therefore, no necessity for the 
creation of a superintendency in Texas. 

Neither can I perceive any good reason for dismembering 
the southern superintendency, the boundaries of which have 
been so long established. It is true that the wild tribes who 
commit depredations on the Texas frontier pass through the 
territory leased from the Choctaws and Chickasaws, and 
that their hostile incursions can be effectually checked only 
by the establishment of a military post and agency; but no 
change in the organization of the Indian service is neces- 
sary to accomplish this resvit. In addition, there is a pos- 
Hive objection, and @ serious one, to the proposed transfer 
of jurisdiction. The Choctaws have formally protested 
against it; and it is easy to foresee that if the plan be car- 
ried out, much dissatisfaction will be created, and vexatious 
disputes will arise te embarrass the Department. 

It is my opinion, therefore, that no action by Congress, 
of the character proposed, is required. 

Very respectfully, your obe ey nt servant, 

THOMPSON, Secretary. 


lion. A. B. Greenwoon, Chadbiaiin of Indian Committee, 
House of Representatives. 


DeraRTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
Orrice INDIAN Arratrs, May 27, 1858. 

Sin: [ have the bonor to Acknowiedge the receipt, by 
reference from you for a report thereon, of a letter from the 
chairman of the Committee on Indian Affairs of the House 
of Representatives, dated the 24th instant, requesting the 
views of the Department on several questions growing out 
of a bill now before the Committee, by which, as [ under- 
stand, itis proposed to create an additional full superin- 
tendency of Indian affairs, to include the Indians of Texas 
and those to be colonized within what is known as the 
leased portion of the Choctaw and Chickasaw country, ly- 
ing between the ninety-eighth and one hundredth degrees 
of west longitude. 

The first article of the treaty of June 22, 1855, with the 
Choectaws and Chickasaws, defines the boundary of their 


country, which extends west between the Red and Cana 
7 


dian rivers, to the on 


tthe Department finally retused, last year, to plac 
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» hundredth degree of west longitude. 
By the ninth article of thati , those Indians ** lease 


to the United States all that portion of their common terr 


strument 


tory west of the ninety-eighth degree of west longitude for 
the permanent settlement of the Witelita and suth other 
bands of Indians as the Government may desire to locate 


thereon,” with certain exceptions ; “ which Indians,”’ it is 
provided, “ shall be subject to the exclusive control of the 
United States, under such rules and regulations, 
sistent With the rights and interests of the Choetaws aud 
Chickasaws, as may from tu to time be prescribed by the 
President for their govermment: Provided, however, That 
the t@rriery so leased shai remafn open to settlement by 
Choctaws and Chickasaws as heretofore.” 

li willthus be seen that the Choctaws and Chickasaws 
mide no cession of the district of country reterred to, but 
merely a leasc thereof for a specific purpose. It still re 
mains a portion of their country, with the fuil right on their 
part to occupy it, except 80 far as night mterfere with the 
carrying out of the proper and legitimate objects of this 
lease, as expressed in the treaty. And by virtue of the 


seveuth article of the treaty, the Choctaw government and 


not ucen- 


laws extend over it in the same mannef and to the same 
extent as over any other portion of the country within their 
jurisdiction, except as to the Witchita and other Indians lo 
cated or to be located there by the Government, which are 
to be under t xchusive control of the United States. Such 
Choctaws and Chickasaws us reside, or may hereafter re 


move thece must continue to be under the charge aud super 






vision of the agent for those tribes, and of course within the 
present supermtendency. ‘To place the country or the In 
di ims there within moter sip ‘rintenaency, wo a bye i 
unproper and unsuitable arrangement, that would lead toa 


c ymoitlict ol 


a 
aitheuity. 


jurisdiction, and consequent embarrassment and 





‘The Indians to be lecated within the leased country will 
be in charge of the agent specially app ted fo i ! 
to avoid conflict and embarrassment arising from uve 





dicuon of the two agents exten gover iudians witha the 


same tract of country, as Well as to secure harm 
cert of action, and a homogeneous policy, so tar as neces 
sary, both agents and the Indians in their charge should be 
under the same superintendent 

it would cause great dissatisfaction among the Choctaws 
and Chickasaws, and be unjust to them, to 
fer a portion of their country 


sever and tran 
, and apply it to anothe ry ay dl, 


to them, a foreign jurisdiction ; and they have strongly pro- 
tested, through their agent, against such an arrangement. 
It would have the effect of preventing their sacle from 


emigrating to the leased country, and which the Govern 
ment should encourage to a proper extent, as, being much 
more civilized, and disposed to engage in agricultural pus 
suits, they would set a good example wild Indians, 
and otherwise aid in promoting their civilization and im 
provement. 

It was from the foregoing and other considerations that 


to the 


“e the 
Witchita and other Indians located within the leased por 
tion of the Choctaw and Chickasaw country, together with 
their agent, under the jurisdictic fthe supervising agent 
in Texas. Further reflection on the subject has only tended 
to strengthen the views then entertained a 

and impropriety of the mea 

Circumstances beyond the « 
vented the adoption last year of effective measures for col 
lecting and locating the Indians intended to be colonized 
Within the country in question, though seasonable and 
proper instructions were issued for the purpose. Further 
attention will be given to the subject, and such proceed 
required to be adopted as, it is hoped, will lead to the ae- 
complishment of the object at an carly day, so far as it may 
prove to be practicable. 

With respect to the creation of another superintendency 
for the Indians in Texas, it is not deemed at all necessary. 
The present arrangement of three agents, one of whofn; 
called the supervising agent, is invested with all the essen 
tual powers and jurisdiction of a superintendent, and with 
an adequate salary, is regarded as amply sufficient for th 
control and management of the limited number of Indians 
in that State. There are now two reservations, about fifty 
miles apart, upon which some fifteen hundred Indians have 
been colonized ; and the establishment of a third, west of 
the Pecos river, has been recommended. In view of the 
proximity of the former, and the limited number of Indians 
upon them, it is believed that one agent for them would be 
sufficient; and should these Indians be removed to, and 





s to the impolicy 


ontrol of the Department pre 








colonized within, the tract of country leased of the Ch 
taws and Chickasaws—a measure which is deemed to | 
practicable—a single ageut for the remaining Indians of 


Texas would.be al! that-would probably be necessary. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant. 
CHARLES E. 
icting Commissioner. 
Hon. Jacos Tuompson, Se retary of he Interio 
Mr. HOUSTON. I hope, Mr. President, in 
the present condition of my voice, there may be 
something like order maintained in the Senate, so 
that { may be heard by Senators 
as. I believe her security, the preservation of 
her peace, and the salvati 
cilizens are 


in behalf of-‘Tex- 
of the lives of her 
involved in this question. It is no 
matter of speculation on the part of ‘Texas; it is 
no desive of her Senator on this floor to OCCUPY, 
unnecessarily, a moment of the time of the Sen- 
ate; but I do it in maintenance of her rights, and 
that justice may be done and the laws carried out. 
The section of country to which the Senator from 
Arkansas has referred, and to which these papers 


relate, lying between the ninety-eighth and one 
hundredth degrees of west longitude, was ac- 


quired from the Choctaw and Chickasaw Indians 
for the express purpose of colonizing and placing 
on it the wild Indians within a certain district of 


country, confining them to reservations, 


| seen; 
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wi ith- 
drawing them from their predatory habits, and 
civilizing and humanizing them as fast as poss 
ble. For that reason this land was acquired, at 
a cost of not less than $800,000; $600,000 o: ae 
money was given to the Choctaws for their 
terest in it, and $200,000 to the Chickasaws 
proportion to the population of ther respective. mee 
tions. This tract of country was.intended to be 
settled on by the Indians for the purpose of civ- 
ilizing them, of restraining them, of controlling 
them, and of giving protection to the inh abitants 
of Texas. Ever since the third year after the 
annexation of that State to this Union, we have 
heard of an almost uninterrupted series of mas 
murders, of robberies, and the 


sacres, of y coh- 


tinue unarrested untl the present moment, It 
Lye came the duty and the desire of Texas Lo enil 
for some protection against the wild and preda- 


Indians that infest her northern 


enough for the dus- 


tory bands of 
border. She has annoyan 
rht hundred miles 
immediately contiguous 
and south of the Red river; but the Kioways and 
Camanches are roaming over the country north 
of the Red river, and they make predatory excur- 
is whenever it 


ance of six or e! from lidians 


' } 
who are to her territory 


ions on i suits their convemence. 


They find a market in Kansas fer the horses 
which they steal from us. This reserve is two 
degrees, or one hundred and twenly mil 8S, in 
widt There is no fortress within it. The In- 
liaus find av uninterrupted resort to it,and they 


d to issue forth, after organizing the 
each band of the northern 
‘araid upon Texas. Have we any 
against it? onearth. You tell 
pl nty of recular troops there—ve ry 
reguiar, regwuiar in good, viving us 

no pro lection, purse suing no Indians , and preve nt- 
ing the incursions of none. Thisis the way Tex- 
tected; and if a claim is brought here for 
money paid out for purposes of defense, itis ruled 
out of order in the Senate, or the Secretary ot 
War says that ey re was no occasion for it, be- 


cause thé reguls 


re pe rritte 
lawless portions of 
tribes, to make 
protection None 
ne you have 
doing us no 


as iS p! 


¢ troops were ip that country, and 
s not recommend that Texas be 
money she has paid out to protect 
her defenseless frontiers. That is the situation 
of Texas at this moment, and it is to arrest such 
evils in future that | now advocate this amend- 
ment security. 
‘This tract of couniry was acquired for the pur- 
nose of co onization, from the Choctaws and 
Did they not know for what it was 
they gave a pe rpetual lease upon it—for ninety- 
nine years, [ believe? Their inhabitants may set- 
tle upon it if they eho se LO ms so, under regula- 
tions that the President of the United States may 
establish there, not reserving any national or 
tribal right to it whatever; but they may go and 
settle gu it, subjec t to the regulations which the 
President of the United States may make. ‘Texas 
ban no sovereignty there, and no claim to the soil; 
she has unconditionally ceded it, merely reserv- 
ing to her citizens who choose to locate there, the 
right of settlement. The Choctaws have not pro- 
tested against my proposition, though theiragent 
has. What good does itdo him? I should like 
to know what connection he has with Texas. 
This tract of country lies upon our borders, and 
an ideal line is all that separates us,and for many 
miles upon its south and its west, it is bordered 
by Texas. It is one hundred and fifty or two 
hundred miles from the Choctaw agent, and it is 
some forty miles from Fort Arbuckle. Is the fort 
any protection to it? No; but it is a fact conceded 
inthe Department, thatthe Indians from the north, 
making incursions upon Texas, do pass through 
this reserved territory and their jnroads 
upon Texas. But, sir, the Choctaw-agent is a 
greatman, Is | have not the honor of his 
acquaintance; but we know that if you give a lit- 
tle power to an individual, and there is any show 
or fisplay about it, heis very reluctant to yield it 
up. It curtails his dominion that he has never 
it appropriates it to aaiseful purpose—the 
protection of Texas; but an agent, perhaps, would 
come within a hundred miles of him and settle, 
and then there would be somebody to contrast 
and compare with him, and if we get the one 
there that we want, I do not know that he will 
make by the comparison, but I am sure the other 
will lose nothing. I mean no reflection on the 
gentleman; I fortunately do not know him, but 


therefore he Roe 


refur led the 
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he has assumed to protest against this in the name 
of the Choctaw nation. They are just as intelli- 


T 


HE CONGRESS! 


a — amas 


that she might show them the white path of peace, 


gent as he is, and. just as capable of protesting for | 
themselves; but they have not done it, and if they | 


had protested, they would have had no right to do 
it. They have ceded this territory; itis not theirs; 
it is the nation’s. It was intended to colonize the 
Indians there; and for what purpose? That they 
might be brought within the control of proper 


officers, and that Texas might be redeemed from | 


the suffering of many years. There are regular 


troops in ‘Texas, but there is no fortress in this | 


reserve. There is no society there for the officers; 
they cannot have the elegantaccommodations that 
are nect ssary for officials to enjoy with a hand- 
some salary. There are no splendid mansions 
there; no elegant society. ‘They cannot go to balls 


and parties; they cannot enjoy themselves at all. | 


It is not a country suitable for persons of taste ! 
How would you remunerate a man for the sacri- 
fice of his amiability of disposition by giving him 
$1,500 a year, or the like of that, to serve in such 
acountry? Itis perfectly ridiculous, sir! You 
cannot compensate a man of genius, taste, and re- 
finement, for placing him away outthere. Money 
is not sufficient; but they are very willing to get 
office, trusting to favoritism and such means as 
will bring them into agreeable society. 

Within the last year lL think not less than twelve 
hundred horses have been stolen from citizens of 
Téxas and the reserve Indians. The trails have 
been followed; they have gone into this territory 
to which we have our eyes directed, and in which 
we wish to see the Indians located, anda regular 
agency established. The reserve Indians are de- 
nounced, because the reserve policy requires more 
attention on the part of the ageuts, and they have 
not so much leisure if they devote themselves to 
it. The civilized Camanches on the reserves sent 
out an expedition of their own; and they retook 


no less than seventy horses, part of their own | 


ponies, many of them public horses, and others 
belonging to the community surrounding the res- 
ervation. They caught these horses in the pos- 
session of two Spaniards and two wild Caman- 
ches. They were striking through this region to 
reach Kansas; for there is a market there, and 


with the civilized Indians bordering upon the | 


route. Gentlemen have told me that they have 
seen horses which were taken from Texas sold 
in Kansas as far up as Fort Leavenworth. You 


must arrest this commerce, or Texas ts to be the | 


constant prey of this system of horse-thieving. 
The Indians of the reserve, by Major Neighbors’s 
permission, under the command of their sub- 
agent, followed and overtook the horses with two 
Spaniards and two Camanches. They thoughtit 


was unnecessary to be put to the trouble of taking | 


care of all of them; and so they killed the Span- 
iards and brought in the Camanches, and reported 
them to the agents. 
Indians that their rule was, before they came to 
the reserve, to kill fellows for such offenses; and 
they ex@euted-them. ‘This may be fearful toa 
state of good morals; it partakes a little of the 
lynching system; but | am not sure that it is not 
a good frontier syNem in extreme cases. Not 
long since, Captain Ford pursued the Indians who 


They said to the two wild 


had stolen some three hundred horses into the | 


very heart of this country purchased from the 
Choctaws, and there overtook them. 
under him one htindred and two white men, ‘Texas 
rangers, called out by the State, as necessary to 
its protection; and he had one hundred and thirty 
of the reserve Indians, who cultivate the soil, and 


He had | 


produce a superabundance for the sustentation of | 


themselves and their familics. With these he at- 
tacked about four hundred of the Camanches— 
two to one in nuaiber. He killed seventy-six of 
them and took seventeen prisoners, and retook 
upwards of three hundred horses. 

Tell me, sir, what millions you have expended 
to support your regular Army since “Texas has 
been annexed to this Unien, and that they éver 
performed half the service to the frontier or made 
reclamation for wrongs upon Texas equal to this, 
We are charged with having so many troops quar- 
tered upon us, and now there is t be a hesitancy 
about granting the regiment of rangers. Texas 
hus to protect her own froutier after the generous 
mentfestation of her kindness to the United States 
in graniing reservations on which to locate In- 
dians, prompted by feelings of humanity that she 
might reclaim men who had betrayed her people, 


that their minds might become enlightened from 
culture and education, their habits reformed, and 
they rendered useful and comfortable, and finally 


taught the greatest aspiration of intelligence, the || 


conception of aGod. She has given you this; 
and what have the United States done? Have 
they responded, by exertion on their part, to meet 
the wishes and the object of Texas? 
will show you the ka that exists on the part 
of the representatives of this Government—ofii- 
cers educated at public expense by the influence 


of family and connections. They are the men | 


who, when placed in official situation to render 


service to the country, forget the duty of a manas | 


well as an officer, and treat the rights of Texas and 
this Government with contempt. Major Neigh- 
bors, anterior to the annexation of Texas, had 
been an agent for years; he had traveled with the 
Indians; he was the firstexplorer that ever found 
a route directly from the settlements of Texas to 
El Paso. By traveling with the Indians and as- 
sociating with them after he was appointed agent, 
he had their confidence, and they took him where 
he found water and grass and everything neces- 
sary, and he went on comfortably to El Paso b 

a direct route, which our engineers failed in find. 
ing. The access now is easy, with everything 
necessary for the facilities of wavel. For years 


before annexation we had no bloodshed on our | 
frontier; we had no troops stationed there—nota | 


company; and the President himself had gone up 
into the interior without a guard of a single man, 
met the hostile Indians, and treated with them. 
He had risked his life; he was willing to lay it 
down to redeem his people and shield them from 
the uplifted tomahawk. He made peace, and the 
Indians kept it; and not until after the adminis- 
tration of General Taylor camein and appointed 


another agent in place of Major Neighbors, was | 


the peace disturbed; and even then for some time 
peace was maintained on the frontier; but, the 
agent not going amongst them, and their old con- 
fidential friend being withdrawn, the Indians be- 


came hostile, and from that moment to the present | 
they have been so. Ten thousand dollars, distrib- | 


uted under the administration of the Texas gov- 


ernment, satisfied the Indians, and kept peace | 


from the Red river to the Rio Grande: every dol- 
lar was accounted for. ‘Then there was some re- 


spect for the suffering frontier; there was some | 
sympathy for the Indian in his nomadic state; | 


there was some respect for humanity, prospective 
as well as present. 
by Texas for the elegant and refined tastes of gen- 
tlemen now-a-days. 
but they were honest. 
There are two reserves, one called the Brazos 
reserve of four leagues; and about forty miles up 
the Brazos, along the base of the mountains, isa 
second reserve of two leagues, granted by Texas 
tothe United States for the occupation of the In- 
dians. 
hundred and fifty Indians, and at the lower agen- 
cy, on the Brazos, about twelve hundred. At the 


upper agency, being the most exposed situation, | 


there wasa force, | think, of twocompanies, and 


Captain Evans was incommand. Not very long | 
ago, the agent wrote to him that there was dan- | 
ger; that he was apprised by the friendly In- | 
dians, and those on the reserve, that the hostile 


Indians of the north meditated an attack upon 
them. What did he do? I will show you pres- 
ently. In the mean time, Camp Cooper, which 
had been located within the reserve, and not very 
far from its center, was removed, by way of mak- 
ing a small trading transaction for the benefit of the 
Government. Camp Cooper wasremoved under a 
superior’s order, from the land that was given by 
Texas to the United States, and taken about twelve 
miles off, by the circuitous route of the road; of 
eight miles by a pathway from the reserve; taken 
toa private ranche, private property, with the un- 
derstanding that all the improvements made there 
were to be occupied so long as the United States 
| thought proper, and then they were to revert to 


the owner of the ranche. They had to haul tim- | 


ber some twenty miles to consummate that hand- 
some establishment that was to be made anew. 
Thus the protection of the fort was withdrawn, 
not only from the Indians of the reserve, but from 
the inhabitants who were settling along the re- 


| serve, and taken out of the way in a westerly di- | 


_ rection not interposing between the inroads of the 
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Never. [| 


There were no salaries given || 


They were a rude people, | 


At the upper agency there are about one || 
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} Indians from the north atall. That ranche was 
|| understood to belong to an officer, who had, per- 
] haps, economized sufficiently to purchase a tract 
| of land there, supposing it would aggrandize him 
and make his prospects a little better. No doubt 
the’ United States, after a while, will have aclaim 
| for timber and spoliations upon his property to 
the amount of $150,000, and he will getit. ‘If jr 
| was only fifteen or twenty thousand of an honest 
| claim, he could not get it; but if it be $150,000, he 
can afford to hire lobby members, and $150,000 
would have some influence, while an honest de- 
mand of $20,000 would be a contemptible thing 
that would be kicked out of doors. What does 
this intelligent gentleman say when he is written 
to by Captain Leeper, an Indian agent? 1 wil! 
let you see. Mr. Leeper wrote to the Army head 
quarters, at San Antonio, protesting against the 
removal of Fort Cooper from the reserve. The 
answer he received was this: 


HEADQUARTERS, DEPARTMENT OF Texas, 
San Anvronio, April 14, 1858. 
Sir: In reply to your communication of the 29th ultimo, 
relative to the change of site for the military post of Camp 
Cooper, [am instructed by Colonel Wilson, the department 
commander, to reply that orders in regard to this matter 
have been issued; and that should Agent Leeper fee} in- 
secure in remaining where he now is, he can move the 
agency to a position nearer to the new site for the post. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
KENNER GARRARD, 
First Lieutenant Second Cavalry, 
Acting Assistant sidjutant General, 
Major R.S. Ne1iensors, Supervising Agent Texas Indians, 
Camanche Agency, Texas. 


So the agency is to be broken up to suit a few 
companies temporarily there, to suit the taste of 
officers who wish to benefit individuals by a trans- 
fer of the post. That is the spirit that actuates 
these men. Why should they be accommodating 
or just to Indian agents? They think the Indians 
are dogs, and the agent’s gradation is only a little 
better than a dog. Any man who would respond 
in such a manner to an officer of the Government 
| who would call on him for a necessary and useful 
| purpose, should have a pen dashed through his 
| name; and if l had power, he should not hold his 
position a moment. I would rebuke him, and | 
would never rescind my order of degradation. 
The army complain there that they are not going 
to be a frontier police. A man who would actin 
this manner is not fit to head a gang of scavengers 
/on this avenue. ‘I'hat would be elevation to the 
man—much more than he deserves. What, taunt 
| an officer of the Government by saying ‘*1 will 
do as I please; break up the Indians; disappoint 
the objects of the Government; abandon the re- 
|| serve; and if you want protection, go to the fort!” 
Our rangers have protected us, and the Govern- 
ment owes us $80,000 for giving protection to its 
\| posts in Texas. Their regulars cannot protect 
| themselves, except by shutting their gates and 
| keeping the Indians out. 

When it was reported that the Indians were 
| coming down in large bodies, another appeal was 
made. These Indians were the same that Ford 
has lately whipped. They could not get a supply 
of provisions for a long time. | do not know that 
they wanted them, for their supplies are very pre- 
carious until they reach Texas, and then they 
help themselves out of the herds of Texas. This 
Mr. Evans says to Mr. Leeper, that if the wild 
Indians were actually fighting on the reserve, and 
he could get reliable information of the fact, he 
| would then send troops. If they were fighting, 
| and had twelve miles to send them, I shouid think 
the fight would be over before they traversed the 
twelve miles. Infantry march rather slowly, and 
they would not be disposed to hasten much if 
they expected a conflict with the Indians when 
they got to the end of their journey. They would 
be very apt to get lost, and find their way back 
to the fort again. [Laughter.] 

Sir, | desire the ‘Vexas agents to be made per- 
manent, as other agents are, They are now 
special agents, and are net confirmed by the Sen- 
ate, as other agents are. Itis degrading them; itis 
treating them as if you had given special favors to 
them which they were not entitled to, not placing 
them on a footing with other men oceupying the 
|, same relations to the Government that they do. 
Thatis one object of my amendment. The other 








} object is, to have this réserve—which lies upon 
| our borders, which is on twWo sides surrounded 
by our territory, which is separated only one 
hundred and ten miles from our superintendency, 
whereas it is two hundred and fifty miles from 


| 
| 
' 
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the superintendency on the Red river, at Fort 
Smith, with Indian settlements and Indian na- 
tions intervening—attached to the Texas super- 
intendency. It is immediately on our borders. | 
The Witchitas and Wacos, and other Indians | 


that inhabit the country where this reserve is, || 


embracing the Witchita mountains, have ever 
been enemies of Texas for the last twenty-five 
years, to my certain knowledge. They are there 
yet. They are intermarried with the Indians of 
Texas who are upon the reserves, and are being 
civilized. If intercourse is ‘kept up with them, 
and they are not under the same superintendency 
with the Indians of ‘Texas, we shall have no se- 
curity whatever; we shall be liable, at all times, 
to inroads from them as for twenty-five years past, 
and as they have recently made an inroad, in con- 
nection with other tribes that Ford had the bat- 
tle with. I wish to bring these Indians within 
the control of our agency, which is only a hun- | 
dred and ten miles from them, to assist them in 
their intercourse with our Indians, so that they 
can give to the other reserves intelligence of any 
hostile movemenis of the Kioways and Caman- 
ches, and they will soon become, from their as- 
similated character, one people, united and in 
friendship with Texas. How isitnow? They are 
our enemies, and have always been our enemies. 
Why? They receive their annuities from Fort 
Smith and other places, and they look upon us as 
a separate people. They do not depredate upon 
Arkansas, or upon the friendly Indians under the 
Arkansas superintendency. Why? Because their 
supplies come through their country, although 
they are one hundred miles nearer our superin- 
tendency. If you bring their supplies through 
Texas, and up the Red river, and deliver them to 
them in that way, they will know that they are in 
connection with the people of Texas; they will 
look upon usas friends; they will become cordial 
in their feelings towards us. 

There is no natural connection between these | 
Indians and the superintendency at Fort Smith, | 
two hundred and fifty miles from this tract of coun- 
try; and one of them, [ venture to say, has never 
been there. But our superintendency is only one 
hundred and ten miles from them, about three 


hundred miles from Bent’s Fort; and these In- || 


dians have constant intercourse with that. As 
long as these Indians can come in and rob us of 
our horses, and sell them in Kansas, the north- 
ern bands of the Kioways and Camanches, united 
with the Keechieus and other Indians, will pass | 
down through the reserve and make their inroads 
upon Texas. Itis to prevent this that I wish to 
have an agency created there, and attach it to the 
Texas superintendency. If there had been an 
agent there, subject to the supervision of the 
Texas agency, what necessity would there have 
been for the recent battle of Ford with the con- 
gregated Indians in that reserve? 
There was an agent appointed—a clever man, | 
I am told; but he may be not very well suitéd for 
an Indian agent. Fifty thousand dollars were ap- 
propriated by the last Congress to be expended 
for the advantage of the agency, to restrain the 
Indians from outlawry or violence upon us; and 
what has been the consequence? He wentthere, | 
and staid three days at Fort Arbuckle, within 
about forty miles of the limits of the agency, and 
never went into the agency. How can these | 
Indians become civilized without the influence of 


intelligence upon them, and without some care || 


and regard paid to them? That is the way we 
have been treated. Our frontier has been assailed, | 
our citizens slaughtered, and our property stolen; | 
and what is the conduct of the United States when 


we demand reclamation, though their agent was || 
never there to interpose his influence, or exercise | 


his functions in preventing depredations? They | 


say we might have done it ourselves; and it comes | 
She has to do it her- || 


at last to that with Texas. 
self; and you will not reimburse her the expense. | 
Now, sir, we have a claim on the nation. Billy | 
Bowlegs has got on our side of the Mississippi; 
and we will cry ** Billy Bowlegs,”’ and then you 
will call out the militia, and you will have to pay | 
them. [(Laughter.] So, if Florida has lost any- 
thing by Billy’s emigration, we have gained. I 
do not wish he nation to lose on account of Billy, 


as has heretofore been the case; but if Texas || 
should gain as much as Florida, without any acts || 


of error, | shall have no objection. [Laughter.] 
Texas wants help now. 


| 


| where they will be accountable to our superin- 

tendency. Inseeking this object | am supperted 

by high authority. 

Iam not going to be deluded in this matter, or 

diverted from my purpose by any letters of the 
| Indian bureau or the Interior Department. I will 
have justice; and if official power inflicts wrong, 
1 will rebel against it. Now, I propose to read a 
letter from the Texas superintendent, which was 
submitted to the Department as far back as March 
6, 1857, in which he gives some of the reasons 
evincive of the necessity of a transfer of this 
agency. Major Neighbors, in this letter, speak- 
| ing of the country in which the Witchitas are, 
| says: 


* That country, for a number of years, has been a general 
rendezvous for horse thieves, viz: Witchitas, Keechieus, 
Kickapoos, and renegades from other tribes, who have car- 
ied on a very lucrative trade with Indian and white traders 
from the Creeks and Cherokees, and white traders from Ar- 
| Kansas, as a large portion of the horses stolen from Texas 

have been disposed of in this very Territory; also the fact 
that it will be absolutely necessary to concentrate the sev 
eral bands of Camanches at one point before they can be 
fully controlied. The Witchitas intermarry with the Wa 
cos, &c., and there is a friendly intercourse generally be- 
tween the [Indians who must be settled on that reserve and 
the Indians of Texas; and most of the supplies for that 
agency must be procured, and can be purchased at a cheaper 
rate, from Texas than from any other point—that reserve 
being about one hundred miles nearer to the Texan agen 
cies than to any other established agency. | would also rec 
ommend that the Camanches now settled in Texas be re- 
moved to that reserve as early as practicable, and the present 
reserve be abandoned ; also, the establishment of a military 
post on said reserve of sufficient strength for its protection.”’ 

This was the recommendation of the superin- 
tendent. My late honorable colleague, General 

Rusk, was familiarly acquainted with this region 
|of country. He had been there in quest of In- 
dians. He knew all about their tribal character. 
He knew their affinities and relationships. He 
knew all about the true policy of the country in 
relation to those Indians, and particularly what 
was required for the protection of Texas; and 
what did he say? Major Neighbors’s letter, from 
which I have read an extract, was submitted to 
the Department, with this indorsement: 


‘*T have examined the foregoing communication, and en- 

tirely approve the recommendation it contains. 
* THOMAS J. RUSK.” 

That was the language of Rusk. Was there 
any action taken upon his recommendation? If 
there was not, it would have been treating him 
with very little respect; but it was attended to, 
and Commissioner Manypenny, in his commu- 
nication of the 19th March, 1857, says: 


‘¢ With reference to the new reservation west of the 
Chickasaws, and the suggestion made by you in relation 
thereto, the opinion of the Secretary of the Interior has been 

} obtained, and there does not appear to be any objection, 
but a manifest propriety, in placing the Indians on the res 
ervation referred to, on the same footing, as to policy and 
treatment, that prevails among the Texas Indians ; nor, for 
all that now appears, is there any objection to the agent in 
charge of them being put under the direction of the Texas 
supervisory agent. But it is to be observed that, in obtain 
ing the tract of land fromthe Choctaws west of the ninety 
eighth parallel! of longitude, for the occupation and colon 
zation of the Witehita and other Indians, it was expressly 
understood by the Choctaws, Chickasaws, and myself, that 
the Indians of Texas were not to be colonized thereon, and 
good faith in this respect will forbid that any Texas Indians 
should be permitted, now or hereafter, to locate within the 
tract referred to.” 


That was a mistake which the Commissioner | 


made in respect to the treaty. 

* You will, therefore, as supervising agent in Texas, take 
care to perinit no idea to obtain prevalence among the citi 
zens of that State that the Texas Indians may be removed 
to the reservation. When the agent appointed under the 
recent law shall have qualified, the subject will be taken 
| up, and instructions issued embodying fully the views of the 
Deparunent; but until then, no action will be had.”’ 

They appointed the agent more than a year ago. 
He has received his salary, but has never been in 
the Indian nation. There have been repeated fo- 
rays, two battles fought in the country, one 
against double odds, in which more Indians were 
killed in battle than ever have been killed by all the 
regular troops, notwithstanding the $30,000,000 
that have been expended to support them in Texas. 
Sir, you want to economize, and you talk of econ- 
omy and retrenchment in your financial system; 


|| repeal the bill creating the four regiments of reg- 


| ulars, and you will save $5,500,000 a year. A 

| friend tells me that he will make an effort to repeal 
it at the next session, and I say to him, God 

| speed his effort. 

| I know it is the interest of some to assail the 


| system of reserve.Indians, as conducted by the 


We wish these In@ians placed in a situation 
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superintending agent in Texas, after all his labo- 
rious services for years. No money has been so 
wisely and profitably applied to the objects of civ- 
ilization, or to the protection of the community, 
as the amount of money that has been expended 
for the Indian reservation there. 1 am willing to 
rebuke that agent for what he has done out of 
fashion and improperly. Sir, he has been guilty 
of one heinous outrage, for which he ought to be 
held amenable to the Senate. I am willing to ar- 
raign and try him on it, and he will be convicted 
at least of inconsistency with the present rule of 
the Government, though there is nothing criminal 
in what he hasdone; but his conductis so rare and 
so extraordinary that it even furnishes some pre- 
textfor the suspicion that there is criminality in it, 
Eighty thousand dollars were appropriated for his 
agency, and he has had the impudence to repens to 
the Department, that out of the $80,000 be has an 
unexpended balance of $60,090 now on hand. That 
is an outrageous thing; I insist that such a thing 
has not been since the establishment of the Gov- 
ernment, and therefore he ought to be held re- 
sponsible for setting such an example. [Laugh- 
ter.] That is the only thing he has done im- 
properly that [ have heard of, and it is a rebuke 
to so many that I think he would not meet with 
much favor. I will now show the influence that 
civilization has had upon the Indians under hig 
care. 

I have stated that there are four hundred Indi- 
ans on one reserve. They have one hundred and 
fifty acres of land in cultivation there; but they 
have no protection against the wild Indians. On 
the Brazos reserve there are twelve hundred In- 
dians, with eight hundred acres of land in cultiva- 
tion. They raised last year no less than eight 
thousand bushels of corn and sixteen hundred 
bushels of wheat. Does not that look like ad- 
vancing civilization among Indians, that before 
never had anything but a flying camp; never lived 
in a hut for an hour; never took hold of an im- 
plement of agriculture at all, until within the short 
space of time that the Government has been exper- 
imenting upon them? Is this making no progress? 
Lam satisfied that with anything like reasonable 
care exercised toward the Indians, and without 
any remarkable increase of expenditure, or rather 
coming within the limits of what has been ex- 
pended, all the Indians that have been hostile to 
us can be brought down to domestication and 
rendered good people, inoffensive in their charac- 
ter; for sy soon as you can turn them to the arts 
of agriculture, peace ensues. They begin to find 


'that their homes with their women and children 


comfortable, are better than a camp in the wilder- 
ness with their women and children standing 
around them. Their friends coming in from far 
distant hunting grounds see their comforts, and 


| they will seek to change their modes of life, aban- 


doning the hunter’s pursuit and turning their at- 
tention to the arts of civilized life. ‘There has 
not been such an advance made since the settle- 
ment of this continent to the present moment, 
amongst any Indian tribes, as has been made in 
Texas for an inconsiderable expenditure. All 
that is necessary, is to withdraw them from the 
pursuit of hunting, for they have been accus- 
tomed to rely on the chase for subsistence. Let 
them find that there is a more certain way of ob- 
taining comfort and all the necessaries of life, and 
they will abstain from war, because there is dan- 
ger in it, and will give themselves up to peace, 
But, sir, so long as you encourage them in war, 
or pursue a policy which is calculated to divert 


| them from the arts of peace and encourage them 


| them annually with four hundred rifles. 


in their wandering habits, so long you are war- 
ring against humanity and interposing barriers 
to civilization. 

But, Mr. President, | have something else to 
say in regard to the Indians. The Government 
of the United States pay the Kioways and Ca- 
manches to make their inroads on us, and supply 
They 
did it last year; they do it this year. When they 


_have made their inroads upon Texas, some of 


their marauding parties have been killed, and 
guns taken from them that were issued by the 
Government at Bent’s Fort. They conspire to 
massacre the citizens of my State. I wish to 
Heaven my voice was clear, and I would make it 


ring: yes, sir, it is a conspiracy to murder our 


citizens. You furnish the hostile Indians with 
arms. Why? Ah, there is the secret—why? Not 
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through special malice towards Texas, buton ac 
count of the worthlessness of your Army. One 
o! your agents reported that he was transporting 

lies to Fort Bent, and that had to give 


rms to the Indians becau tiey came ar yund 
d said they would 
hage his life urms to them; and 
he gave them four hundred arms, and says he 
will have to give them four hundred again this 
year. ‘I'bere are eight hundred arms—enough to 
arm a regiment of wild Camanches, and bring 
them down upon Texas; and yet you will not 
rs to defend ourselves; you will give 
it beef, and stay in pickets and gar- 
We want pre- 
1, and that will anticipate retaliation. Why 
arms issued to the hostile Indians? 
‘The agent applies to the Government to give him 
men to protect him and his annuities, and they 
will not do it. The Army will not be a frontier 
police; they will not go, because it is disagreeable 
business; they will not go across the plains, from 
Independence to Bent’s Station, upou the Arkan- 
sas. The agent, in transporting his annuities, had 
no one to defend them but a few teamsters. He 
had applied for a detachment of soldiers, and Was 
told he could not get them. 

When the Indian department applies to the 
War Department for troops, the latter consults 
the feelings of the officers. ‘These gentlemen do 
not want to be a fronuer police; they do not want 
to go on the border; they remonstrate against it. 
It is out of the question. It will be unfortunate; 
and they will ruin their horses if they go, and 
they will be wet! It willbe a very disagreeable 
business; and they would rather let the cursed 
Indians alone. They think theagents are no bet- 
ter than the indians. The Secretary of War de- 
fers to the gentlemen. ‘They have all friends and 
families and political influence to come to the De- 
partment and show that frontier service among 
the Indians is a very disagreeable thing. A gen- 
tleman may say to the Secretary of War, ** you 
know I would be happy to oblige you; and my 
people have a good deal of influence at home, aud 
all this influence is at your command; this officer 
is a peculiar favorite with us all; he is a pet; do 
not send him out; maybe he will get killed out 
there.’’ Sir, | would wipe out such men, as the 
Indians say. I would begin wiping, and I would 
wipe away until I got to the root of the evil; and 
I would find that in the delinquency of the heads 
of Departments and officials, who should say to 
one of their officers, ** go,’’ and he should go, and 
to another **come,’’and he shouldcome. That 
was the way in the time the Roman eagles floated 
gloriously over subjugated nations. Butit is not 
so in our day. 

Well, sir, I ask that this agency may be trans- 
ferred to the superintendency in Texas. It has 
no connection with the eastern agency,in Arkan- 
sas. It has every connection with us. An agent 
there can anticipate incursions, for it is through 
this territory that the hostiles will have to pass; 
he ean have Indian spies planted that can run and 
give information to our frontier, that the bands 
are congregating there, and meditating an attack 
upon us, and we can be ready to repel them. 
Give us a Texas regiment of rangers that we may 
defend ourselves, that we may keep constant 
scouts on our frontiers, and anticipate these in- 
vasions; for if that is the case, the Indians will be 
careful how they ntake trails into our settlements, 
or on our frontier, as our men will be far advanced, 
and if they were to strike their trail, they know 
they would follow them and arrest them before 
they struck the blow. Give us a regiment of 
rangers; take away your regular thousands—take 
them away. ‘lake them to where you can get 
beef and supplies cheap. Why, sir, you waste 
more m the transportation of supplies to them in 
a single year than would support a regiment of 
rangers. The quartermaster’s department pays 
more in a single year in my opinion, than would 
keep a Texas regiment in the field, who would 
give us protection and defend us against an ene- 
my. Give usa regiment of rangers, place this 
agency where | have desired, and I pledge you 
my honor, I will lay down pyy life, if within five 
years we have not entire peace, if I should live 
thatlong. If you will only do it, it is all I ask; 
I ask for no increased expenditure. We have 
saved you $60,000 through the integrity of a ca- 


iim With tipes face unied an 


if he did not issue 


give us range 
u traop loe 
risons, a id who cannot go out. 


were Lilent 


pable man, and I want him to extend his protect. | 


ing mantle and his sagaciqus policy over those 
Indians that are our enemies, and will remain so 
untl the y become identified with 





isas friends, 
and receive their annuities through our country, 
and are identical with the other 
portions of the Union. 

Lmay mentiona circumstance that once occurred 
in Texas, some sixty or eighty miles, perhaps, 
from the Colorado, at the point of the Brazos. 
The people on the Colorado had war with the Ca- 
manches and other tribes in the interior. They 
were conducting it with great violence, with con- 
tinual inroads, interchanges of invasions of In- 
dians by the whites and invasions of whites by 
the Indians. The Indians living on the Brazos 
had intercourse with the Brazos people and were 
perfectly friendly. The people from Brazos could 
go up amongst the Indians and could trade. They 
were on terms of perfect amity. There was a re- 
markable man living on the Braaos, a man fond 
of excitement. The Colorado people said, we 
have to suffer this war and the Brazos people will 
not help us because the Indians will not attack 
them; the Indians are their friends. Now, we 
wil, go and we will bring war upon the people 
on the Brazos. So they made up a campaign, 
caught a party of peaceful Indians and massa- 
cred them. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. I hope the Sen- 
ator from Texas will allow me to make a sugges- 
tion to him. With that very high respect which 
he knows I bear to him in everything, I will say 
to him merely that, in the earnestness of debate, 
the fact of the escape of time does not attract his 
attention, 

Mr. HOUSTON. 
marks to make, j 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. If we do not 
get early action on this bill, within an hour, the 
Senator will even defeat his own object of getting 
a vote on his amendment, with any hope that it 
will ultimately become a law; and his advocacy 
of itunay be its destruction. [ shall consume no 
more time than an answer can be possibly given 
in. I do not think I shall take ten minutes. . He 
has certainly made a most able argument on his 
side of the question, 

Mr. HOUSTON. Iam hoarse, and I can hard- 
ly talk. Iwas observing that they determined on 
the Colorado to involve the people on the Brazos. 
They came over. They got a white man who 
had a remarkable appearance on the Brazos asso- 
ciated with Coloradians. In the conflict or skir- 
mish they had with the Indians, this man was 
killed. Vhe whites, as I recollect, left him un- 
buried. The Indians discovered that he was the 
man with whom they had been on terms of am- 
ity on the Brazos; and, finding him associated 
with the others, they thought they had been de- 
luded by the people on the Brazos, and instantly 
they made war on them as well as on the Colo- 
radians. By this stratagem they were brought in. 

Now, sir, so long as the Indians know that it 
is through the instrumentality of the people of 
Texas, or by the direction of the Government, 
that the goods pass through Texas to the agency, 
and that it is under the superintendency of a 
Texas agent, they will not rebel against him, and 
will cease to annoy us or to afflict us, It will give 
us protection. It will take nothing from Ark- 
ansas, because there are counties intervening be- 
tween it and Arkansas, and it has no more con- 
nection with Arkansas than it has with Kansas 
or Missouri. 
it is—none on the face of the earth, exceptto swell 
a superintendency and increase the responsibili- 
ties. Tam sure if the superintendent was con- 
suited, he would say give it up. 





know that we 


I have but a few more re- 


There is no object in keeping it as | 


I know him. | 


All that he wants is to do his business well. He | 
is a man of integrity and ability, and I am sure | 
if he could be here, he would say give it up; be- ; 


cause it is no advantage, only that the goods they 
receive are transported up the Arkansas river, 
and across to Fort Smith, and I believe every- 


thing pays toll that touches there, and storage | 


and transportation and all those things, 
it done in the cheapest way, and that is through 
Texas. 

Have I any authority for what I have been 
saying? I will bring the highest authority, the 
sovereign authority of the State of Texas, tu see 


whether I am borne out in insisting upon the | 


regiment of rangers for our protection. Governor 


Runnells, under date of 28th of May, in writing 


L want | 
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to the delegation here, after referring to a report 


made by him, says: 

‘If it is the intention of the President to order out the 
Texas regiment, why is it mot done? ‘The existing evils are 
unbearable. And besides, it is unjust that our State shoy i 
be taxed with this, at best a temporary protection, whic, 
she is now compelled to afford, without the assurance o{ 


| obtaining remuneration from it hereafter from the Federa: 


Government, whose duty itis. Aggravated by this reeey; 
defeat, there is too much reason to believe that a genera, 


| descent will be made, our entire line of frontier broken yp 


| the authorities at Washington. 


and devastated, without some prompt and early action by 
You will therefore counter 
with the President and Secretary of War, and urge thein to 


| action, with the least possible delay.’’ 


| Captain Ford’s report. 


This is the language of Governor H. R. Run- 
nells, of Texas. I need offer no comments on this, 
He is there and knows the facts. He has received 
He has had details of the 
condition of things before him, and he speaks 
from home without a desire to increase the ex- 
penses of the Government, or to produce any ex- 
citement. He is not a man subject to excitement, 
He is one who would be calm and considerate 
under the influences by which he is surrounded; 
but he says there is a tamultuous excitement 
amongst the people there, and I do not wonder at 
it. Theaggravation is great; our necessities have 
been urgent; no relief has ever been furnished us, 


| We have had to stand on the defensive as much 
| with your regular troops, as we did battling for 





| A Separate superintendency. 


our liberty with a little band in the glorious days 
of our revolution, 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. I am aware,as 
is the Senate, of the condition in which this bill 
stands. Itis an appropriation bill concerning the 
Indian service. At this period of the session, 
with the necessity upon us for the transaction of 
this public business, it is, I admit, entirely pre- 
posterous on my part to go into anextended dis- 
cussion on the subject. Upon the part of the 
Senator from Texas I do not say that itis so, be- 
cause he feels very earnest in regard to the mat- 
ter which he has so laboriously and elaborately 
presented to the Senate. I trust, however, that 
he will consider the very few remarks which I 
may have to make on the subject as not calling 
for any lengthened reply on his part. He and | 
are both anxious that the bill should pass, or at 
least willing that it should. Much debate would 
defeat it. ‘Therefore 1 will notice only the few 
matters I must necessarily notice, to give the 
Senate those points which it seems to me compel 
them to reject at once the amendment offered. 

His proposition, in short, is to transfer from 
the superintendency which controls the Choctaw 
nation a portion of their territory, and put it under 
He transfers only 
a portion of the country which belongs to the 
Choctaws, instead of the whole of it, to a super- 
intendency against which they have bitterly pro- 
tested, and that protest is on file in the public 
offices. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Lask leave to sny it was a 
protest only by the agent. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. A delegation 
of Choctaws was here, and by their concurrence, 
and at their instance, the agent representing them 
has put in that protest. The Choctaws themselves 
are here, and I do not understand from them that 
it is pleasant to them thata portion of their coun- 
try only should be taken from one superintend- 
encyand put under another. It leads to this con- 
sequence: a portion of the Choctaw nation has 
been leased by them to the United States, but 
expressly, according to the terms ef the treaty 
now before me, (and I will not go into any dis- 
cussion of it, or even read it to the Senate, unless 
it is called for,) the ownership is reservtd to them, 
and they have only leased u with authority on 
the part of the United States to put other Indians 
in there from certain prescribed régions of coun- 
try. ; 

Mr. HOUSTON. Subject to rules preseribed 
by the President. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. Yes; and they 
go on and say it shall be subject to the laws of 
the Choctaw nation, and they moreover reserve 
the rights of the Choctaws and Chickasaws, who 
are but one nation now, to move into it and settle 
upon it. This is the condition of things, and they 
protest against putting under a Texas superin- 
tendency a portion of their country. They be- 
lieve it will breed war and trouble amongst them. 
The Department of the Interior and the Commis- 
sioner of Indian Affairs concur in this belief, »nd 
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they themselves protest against it as a matter of 
public policy. | beheve, and | venture that ex- 
nression now, that the end of this will be, unless 
we take the whole Choctaw nation and put it 


under the Texassupervision, which | think would 
be far better than to take part of it, that the Gov- 
ernment of the United States will have to pay a 
million or (wo more to the Choctaws for that piece 
of country, and pay to buy it out, if they do not 
also have, to accompany it, heavy claims of 
damages for losses that will be sustained by the 
Choctaw nation in consequence " this divided 
jurisdicti on. The object should be, and such I 
believe to be the object of the De ‘partment, to 
preserve a unity of power, and a unity of action, 
of instruction, of dire ction, and of decision in re- 
gard to all the action that is there, and all the 
difficulties that may arise there. 

Now the Department did not appoint an agent 
from the State of Texas to go over those Indians 
in that parucular section of country. They ap- 
pointed an agent from the State of Arkansas. The 
Senator makes strong complaints against that 
agent. The Department inform me, on my in- 
quiries there, that those complaints are just. Very 
well; | have had no opportunity of hearing from 
that agent; | cannot say anything about those 
charges. The agent, | know, is a very excellent 
and clever gentle man? but he may have been re- 
miss, and the Department declare they intend to 
remove him. This being the state of facts, I c: Mn 
not, of course, prevent any such action on the 
part of the De; vartment, and he will be removed. 
J asked them, ‘the on, W h: it their course would be? 
They are disposed to give the appointment of the 
agent to Texas. If a man should be taken from 
amongst her people, sympathizing with her in- 


terest, he might notice depredations that the In- | 


dians committed or obtain notice of them, in order 
that the State of Texas may be properly protected. 
That much, | find, they are disposed to do at 
once, and that, I think, is a very satisfactory an- 
swer to these complaints of anticipated losses and 
sufferings upon the part of the borders of Texas. 
The State which I represent, so far as | know or 
can judge of its sentiment, I think is perfectly 
willing to agree to that course—at least, I shall 


support it here, believing it to be reasonable and | 


right. Therefore, if the agent should be taken 
from there, notwithstanding all his sympathies 
with Texas, if we could establish a common tri- 
bunal to which, on all occasions, an appeal can 
be made, in whose decisions there shall be uni- 
formity and unity, there would not be any very 
serious consequences resulting from it. 

Thus much for the relief that is, I know, dis- 


posed to be granted there for the protection of the | 
Senator. He has gone ifito a long account of mat- | 


ters of which I shalltake no particular notice. I 
will call attention to only two other points. He 
speaks of the necessity of the superintendent be- 
ing appointed from the State of Arkansas; and 
falling upon my part of that State he asks, where 


is the 1 necessity of his being appointed from there ¢ || 


He thinks that the superintendent should be from 
his own State. I can say to that Senator that | 
like him too well to refuse him anything in rea- 
son, and there is nothing that I cauld give that 
would not be most cheerfully granted to him. 1 
take pride and pleasure in confessing i it upon this 
floor. The name of the present agent is Rector, 
a friend of the Senator himself. He is a gentle- 


man of the highest respectability. He is the same | 


person who served in Florida in so distinguished 
a manner in taking the Hon. William Bowlegs 
away from that country. I believe it would be 
very difficult to get rid of this little section be- 
tween the ninety-eighth and one hundredth degree 
belonging to the Choctaws, and at what expense? 
At an expense of unity of instructions and unity 
of action in regard to difficulties that may arise 
inside of the country, which ought to be subject 
to some laws. 


Ido not think the proposition of the Senator 


from Texas a reasonable one. There is nothing 
connected with the interest of that superintendent 
or the advantage of having him in that section of 


country that | deem it necessary to clear myself | 


of, and I clear the Senator of it also. But what 
does the Senator from Texas want? He wants 
the control of that strip of country which belongs 
to the Choctaws. The United States have, as a 
matter of 


pancy on the part of these Indians. They have 


goer recognized the right of occu- | 


allowed them to holdJands, and ha 
upon them to give them up unless they had not 
paid for them. The State of Texas has di 
nothing of this kind. The State of Texas does 
not recognize the right of an Indian to own land 
within her limits. Is the United States to giv 
the control and supervision of the agencies to 
Texas, and even go outside of her boundaries to 
make an agency for one of her citizens, 


ve never catled 


ne 


I cannot 


think it possible, considering the strong sympa- | 


thy he.would have for his own State, which rec- 
ognizes no rights of the Indians at all, that an 
agent should be taken from Texas at the expense 
of the Choctaw and Chickasaw nations. They 


have called the United States, with great propri- 


ety, their Great Father; but whe n Texas is placed 
over them she will be a step-mother. She will 
never recognize their rights, he the children will 
be expelled from their father’s house altogether. 
Such, Lam afraid, will be the result of the action 
the Senator from Texas is desirous we should 
adopt. This I fear, But although I fear it, an 


answer to the argument readily presents itself to | 


me. These, however, are only suggestions that 
come to my mind in looking through the darkness 
of the future at the ultimate results of this prop- 
osiuon. In answer to the policy which he has 
presented, I will merely remark that there is a 
concession which I, as one of the representatives 
of Arkansas, am willing to make, which I think 
will be amply sufficient; and that is, to give them 
an agent having all the sympathies of their people, 
and whoshall be a resident of their owne ountr Ys 
to protect them against such depredations as may 
be ‘atte mpte d upon their people and borders 

I wish, also, to correct a statement | ai the 


other day, when this subject’was first under con- 
sideration, in regard to the posation which the 


late Senator Rusk occupied upon this subject. I 
then informed Senate, that after calling upon 
General Rusk, and stating to him the interests 
involved in this matter, he at once not only con- 
sented that the appointment should be from the 
State of Arkansas, but he said the superintend- 
ency or supervision of that country ought to be 
confined to what is called the southern superin- 
tendency. I believe that was the statement I made 
here. In one respect, it was incorrect. He at 
onee conceded that the agent ought to be from 
Arkansas, but that the superintendent should be- 
long to Texas. 
ment at first, 


1 
ne 


Having made an erroneous state- 
I feel that I should correct it, and 
now do Every one knows the generous char- 
acter of the late Senator Rusk. Iam satisfied that 
he was conscientious in his belief in regard to the 
matter. I: 
tor from Texas proposes is by far the wisest for 
_ exas. 
the United States, either 
‘Treasury or what may fall upon it hereafter, or 
to those Indians who now own that country—the 
Choctaws and Chickasaws. 

In regard to these de pred: tions, the immediate 
relation which the agent has to them is to kee pa 
very strict guard upon them; 
can exercise an influence to prevent them, he will 
do so. Whenever peace is imperiled by a motive 


8o,. 


which, having ascertained, he himself is unable | 


to reach or control, then it is his duty at once to 
give notice to the authorities to bring to bear an 
influence or strength which shall prevent it or give 
relief. 
the Senator himself, or to the delegation from his 
State, the power and right to select a proper agent 
to discharge that duty, subject, of course, to the 
approval of the Government of the United States; 
and with that, it seems to me, the Senator ought 
to be satisfied. 
Another 


reason which the Senator gives why 


am satisfied that the action the Sena- 


[ am not satisfied that it is the wisest for | 
having regard to our | 


and whenever he | 


That can be maintained by granting to | 


this. superinteadency ought not to exist where it | 


does, but should be extended to his own St ate, is, 
that the location of the superintendency is now 


two hundred miles distant—that is, at Fort Smith. | 


I believe that is what the Senator stated. 

Mr. HOUSTON. 
miles. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. He says it is 
two hundred and forty miles. That_is no great 
distance in that country; and this reason is of 
still less consequence when you come to consider 
that the agent is to act under general instructions, 
Those general instructions stand throughout the 
land until altered, changed, or amended in some 


‘| way or other; so that I do not think that consid- 


Two, hundred and forty | 
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weight. 


* 

ation presented by him of very great 
In thate ountry, distances of two hundred 
and two hundred and forty red 
ververeat, L¢ lioubtexcee r, whether 
the Senator is not mistaken in the number of miles 
when he says it is two hundred and forty. Ido 
not think itis over one hundred and ffty. I may 
be mistaken in that. I will not put my know!l- 
edge or my judgment in comparison with his on 
that matter. I say, therefore, let 1 be considered 
as two hundred and forty miles, 

The Senator states that the agent did not dis- 
charge his duty, that he only remained there three 


ert 


and ten 
muHes are Not deen 


din gty , now eve 





days. I think he is in error 

Mr. HOUSTON. He never was in the res- 
ervation at all. Ele was three days at Fort Ar- 
buckle. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. We will sup- 


pose that there is no ndetne about these state- 
ments, because the Department has not stated 
that he remained as he should have done. I un- 
derstand the Department determined to appointa 
successor in his place. I can say nothing about 
that. There is a plan to give the Senator's State 
ample protection under the circumstances. The 
law is here, and so is the treaty, to which it ts 
unnecessary for me to refer particularly. Tl only 
speak of the legal conclusions that are to be drawn 
from the treaty. I believe the Senator and my- 
self do not differ in regard to them, and it is un- 
necessary for me, there fore, to dwell upon them. 

{ will merely say, in conclusien, that I have 
called the attention of the Senate to the corres- 
ponden se between the Department and the House 
of Representatives, soslate as the 3lst of last 
month, not three weeks past, and have caused it 
to be read. ‘The resolutions were the ground of 
the ndment which is proposed, The Depart- 
ment considered it against public policy and gave 
many reasons which [ will not atte mpt to repeat, 
and stated that the consequences could not well 
be foretold by them. With these few remarks 
[ submit the question, so far as I am concerned, 
to the consideration_of the Senate. 

Mr. HUNTER. L hope the question will be 
taken. We ought to have a vote on this billnow. 


ame 


Mr. HOUSTON. I hope there will be no such 
thing. 
Mr. HUNTER. We ought to take up thé rev- 


enue bill which is returnéd from the House with 
amendments. I hope we shall bring this bill to 
some conclusion. 
Mr. HOUSTON. I should not have occupied 
much longer time than the gentleman bas now 
done; but I am not going to be choked down in 
this Senate. If Senators consume, unnecessa- 
rily, the time of the body for months, and for 
years, it shall not cut me off from reasonable de- 
bate when necessary to vindicate the rights of my 
people, and arrest the scalping-knife and toma- 
hawk. I do not wish to consume the time of the 
Senate. It has not been my habit todoso. A 
certain degree of courtesy that I have never with- 


| held from other Senators, I am determined to ex- 


act for myself when the rules of the Senate guar- 
anty it to me. Thisis a matter of no ordinary im- 
portance to my State. It is a matter that enters 
into its vital existence and the lives of its citizens. 
It is justice, and the true policy to the Indians, 
that I have risen to vindicate. Ido not intend to 
occupy the time of the Senate, but | rise to say 
emphatically, that there is no reason on earth 


| against my pt ‘oposition, 


My friend from Arkansas knows that the su- 
perintendency is on the extreme verge of the State 
of Arkansas. Itis two hundred and forty miles 
from where she is cut off by this reservation. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. I admit that. 

Mr. HOUSTON. It is as disconnected from 
Arkansas as it is from California, Arkansas has 
no claim upon it. The Choctaw Indians have 
never protested against the measure. Their agent 
has protested. He protests against it—for what 
purpose? It is to be detached from the southern 
superintendency and create a new superintend- 
ency of the Chickasaws, Choctaws, and this new 


reservation of the Witchitas. There are three 


| nations, and he is earving out a superintenden 


| do not care who he is. 


cy for himself. That is the movement here. | 
will have none of it. I assure my Lokessble 
friend from Arkansas that I have never intuumated 
a wish to have the appointment of the agent. I 
Texas does not want an 


‘agent, she does not want to create one of her own 
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boos 
, wul she 


wants security to 
Was I caviling 


cituzens 
her frontiers 


into an agent 
and nothing else. 
for an agency, or intimating a 
agency ths re? 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. I have not said 
such a thing. I do not believe you will do it. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I know tt. My friend said 
we were welcome to have it. I do not wantit. I 
have not asked forit; | have not intimated a wish 
for it. IT hope I divest myself of such considera- 
tion when there is a great n itional concernment 
in the way. He concedes that the fort shall be 
established at the foot of the Witchita mount- 
nins within this reservation; that an agent shall 
reside there; and that the Indians shall receive 


wish to have an | 


their annuities through our country, or in con- 


nection with us, and not from the opposite point 
on the Arkansas. I want to draw their minds to 
Texas, and to show that that is the object to af- 
filiate with them, so far as we can with our rela- 
tions; that we shall teach them to view us as 
friends, and not as enemies. Let the benefits come 
from us; and the Indian, who is a material being, 
will realize it toa certain extent, as far as his 
senses will go, that we are his friends, and are 
not opposed to him. 

Sir, this is an important object. 
the peace. The gentleman tells you that this 
rroposition will save millions. TI tell you, that 
if this little amendment is passed, in the course 
of five years it will save $10,000,000 to your 
Treasury, and you can take your troops from 
there, and do what you choose with them. 


It is to keep 


You | 


may disband them. You may station them where | 


they can get supplies, without each ration costing 
fifty cents. Youcan take themaway. Leave us 
a single regiment of our own; give us the agency, 
and the Choctaws will rejoice atit. Why? Be- 
cause they send their children in our country to 
have them educated. On the Red river there is 
nothing but that little line or narrow strip, They 
move over into our State. The wealthy portion 
of them even own plantations in Texas. They 


| of very great importance, unless it is a struggle 


to raise a superintendency for the territory outside 
of Texas for the agent now within her border. 
He maintains that the United States beara pecu- 
har relation to that State. The United States own 
none of that land that the Indians were raised 
upon; Texas is the owner. A few small reserva- 
tions have been set apart, so as to separate thie 
Indians from the common pressure of settlement. 
If the Texas Indians could go into the Choctaw 


| country, they would go out of the jurisdiction of 


Texas, and properly separate themselves from 
the control of the agent, whose instruction and 


| whose relations are to the Indians of Texas resid- 


ing upon the territory of Texas, and not upon the 
territory of the United States, 

But, to sustain himself, the Senator from Texas 
arraigned the private and the official character of 


| the agent of the Choctaws; and, after hurling de- 


nunciation at him, announces that he does not 
know the gentleman. Then, sir, I will tell him 
something about him. He is a man who held 


| many positions of honor and trust before he re- 


ceived this Choctaw agency, and in peace and in 
war well discharged the duties of them all. Those 
who know him best would not consider that I 
complimented him at all when I tell the Senator he 
is his peer on any occasion. Yet without know- 
ing him, without caring to know the man, he 
hurls denunciations at him as though he would 
convict him—— 

Mr. HOUSTON. Convict whom? 

Mr. DAVIS. The agent of the Choctaws. He 
went from the country in which these Indians re- 
sided before they removed West. From his in- 
fancy up he had known those Indians, and many 
of the old men remembered him. He went there. 
He acquired an Sffectionate regard for those In- 


dians. He has done more to elevate the nation, in 


purchase our land. .They are cut off from Arkan- || 


sas and move over to us and have their children 
educated among us. They never send their chil- 
dren to Arkansas to be educated, nor locate them- 
selves in the limits of Arkansas. The Choctaws 
are our friends. They. would be glad to be at- 
tached’ to the superintendency of Texas, and | 
am willing to accept them. I will not ask an 
agent unless his qualifications are superior. | 
have nothing more to say except to implore the 
Senate, if they regard Texas or Texans, if they 
regard peace, if they regard the civilization of the 
Indian, the harmony of the frontier, and our de- 
fenseless condition, to vote for this amendment. 
Mr. DAVIS. The Senator from Texas and the 
Senator from Arkansas have argued this question 
as a question relating to two Siates. | should do 
itas a question of public interest relating to the 
Choctaws, a tribe of Indians who once resided in 
Mississippi, and whose proud history it is never 
to have shed the blood of a white man. * They 
very faithfully bore arms as the allies of the whites 
in the war of 1812. 


for them. A 
Mr. HOUSTON. No,sir; nota footofit. I 


will explain to the gentleman, It has been pur- 
chased by the Government for an Indian reserva- 


tion, but L do not want a Texas [Indian to go on | 


itatall. The gentleman misapprehends me. 
Mr. DAVIS. It has not been purchased. It 
was only granted in use. The Choctaws still 
retain) their right to it. The Choctaws have no 
idea of surrendering their jurisdiction over this 
land. They specifically retain their right to settle 
it. They expect to mingle some portion of their 
tribe with such tribes as choose to go into their 
territory West. They have schools which are, I 
expect, as good as any in the northern part of 
Texas. They need not send their children out 
of their own tribe for that species of education; 
and they can edueate the older tribes if they are 
brought under their laws, jurisdiction, and gov- 
ernment. [ think it is the best opportunity we 
shall have for the civilization of the wild tribes, 
but Tsay that the Choctaws have a right to de- 
cide who shall go on this land that they have 
granted for certain purposes, retaining to them- 
selves jurisdiction and rights in the land set apart. 


They migrated to this coun- | 
try, where a certain tract of land was set apart | 
ortion of that land the Senator @e- || 
sires to seize for the use of the Indians of Texas. | 





my belief, than any agent I have ever known of an 
Indian tribe. He established his agency upon 
the extreme western border of the settlement of 
the Choctaw Indians, in order that he might have 
control of this very territory, into which certain 
wild tribes were invited to settle. It is true, the 
agency was removed to Fort Witchita; but still 
the western part of the Choctaw nation, on the 
False Wachita, is near the residence of the super- 
intendent of this country, on which the Choc- 
taws have agreed that wild Indians might reside. 

I will not consume the time of the Senate. I 


| will not imitate the example of the Senator, on the 
| last day of the session, in consuming time. The 


| cer of the Army. 


speech might as well have been made three months 


|| ago, unless recent changes made it an object not 


to do so. Ihe had not plumed himself upon this 
insult of a personal friend of myself, I should 
have said nothing; though I think there isa great 
deal in his remarks in which he could not possi- 
sibly maintain himse!lf—his general denunciation 
of the Army, his specific denunciation of one offi- 
y. That officer will not feel much 
intimidated at the threat the Senator makes—that 
if he had the power he would run bis pen through 
his name. He will sleep secure; he will sleep 
long before that Senator attains such power. 
Why all this denunciation of the officers of the 
Army? [hear nothing except that they are gen- 
tlemen of education—nothing except that they are 
gentlemen of refinement and cultivated taste; to 
which he appends, as a necessary consequence, 


| that they will not serve on the frontier, and make 





peace among the Indian tribes. Is ittrue, sir? Does 
the history of the country sustain the accusation? 
Do they not reside on the frontier? What 
tion of our population has seen anything like the 
same amount of personal intercourse with Indian 
tribes as the officers and soldiers of our Army? 


He may sustain his accusation against them that | 


they are gentlemen, educated men; and if that be 
ad crime in his eyes, he may judge them upon it. 


But he says they do nothing; and this shows how | 


reckless of assertion and how regardless he is of 
reputation; for, on another occasion, I read an 
account narrating whet they had done in his own 
State of Texas—a service which showed physical 
endurance and military prowess which would 
fairly compare with anything of like character of 
service in any history of any nation. 
But after all 
hemanity—humanity for the Indian; and mingles 


with that vauntings about the number of Indians | 


a Texas ranger can kill. Why, sir, this is a queer 


Nor, sir, is this question, as a practical matter, || view of it. He complains of the Army because 


por- | 
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they do not kill these poor creatures instead of 


| trying to raise them toa higher position than they 


now occupy. If that was the real purpose, & gen. 
tleman of education and refined taste, it seems to 
me, would prefer to do that rather than to mas. 
sacre the poor helpless creatures that fall into hig 
hands. 

I will not, Mr. President, continue my remarks, 
and would not have trespassed upon the Senate 
at this hour, but for the reason! have stated. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The ‘genteman’s surprise, 
I am sure, did not exceed mine, and does not ex. 
ceed itnow. I would be glad if the gentleman 


| would be so kind as to tell me what remarks of 
/a personal character | applied to his friend, the 


Indian avent? 

Mr. DAVIS. Teannot repeat the language, 
You were at it, I think, fora quarter of an hour, 

Mr. HOUSTON. I want to know a single 
expression that I used disreputable to him. 

Mr. DAVIS. Did you not speak of his failing 
to do his duty? 

Mr. HOUSTON. Never. 

Mr. DAVIS. What did you say ? 

Mr. HOUSTON. I said it was unfortunate to 
carve out asuperintendency there, but I said noth- 
ing against the gentleman. Now, sir, this goes 


| out to the world as if | had availed myself of my 
| senatorial position wantonly to attack the char- 


acter of an individual. As the Senator does not 


| know what it was, and asks me if I did not do it, 
|| I tell him, no sir, I did not do it. 


Mr. DAVIS. If the Senator did not attack the 
character of the agent of the Choctaws, then the 
Senator from Arkansas and myself, who were his 
principal auditors, were greatly mistaken. 


Mr. HOUSTON. I would thank the Senator 


to state the expression I used. 


Mr. DAVIS. I do not pretend to report*your 
speech. The reporter attends to that. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The gentleman has made a 
charge that I uttered a word disreputable to this 
ee. I deny it completely. The inference 

drew, and which is the only thing that could be 


_ construed into such a thing, was, that it was a 


scheme to carve out a new superinten¢ ency there. 


| I did not use the name of that gentleman; I do 
| not know him, as I have stated. I did say that he 
_ had made this remonstrance, but that the Choc- 


taws never did, and never wrote a protest. The 
Senator from Arkansas concurred in it at the 
time it was made. I have used no epithets. I 
have called him by no degrading name or term, and 
[am not going to be charged indirectly with such 
things by any gentleman on this floor. I have 
only to say to the gentleman, that if he belongs 
to his peerage, [am satisfied he should claim it: 
L have no ambition to belong to the peerage. I 
belong to the House of Commons. 

But, sir, | have assailed ihe character of no- 
body. I said that that officer, for his disreputable 
reply when he was called upon to give aid, by say- 
ing that if they wanted protection he would go to 
the fort and bring Indians to protect them, when 
it was intended to vive protection and sustain the 
Indians in their reservations, deserved dismissal; 
and he does. But that is not all. It is told us 


| on good and reliable information, that he informed 
| the Indians that they ought to stay on that reserve 





with the hostile Indians, and if attacked that we 
would go and defend them. It is a taunt unwor- 
thy of chivalry or chivalrous men. [would thank 
the gentleman from Mississippi hereafter, when 


-he undertakes to make an allegation against me, 


that I have used expressions derogatory toa gen- 
tleman, that he would atleast be prepared to sus- 
tain it. : 

Mr. DAVIS. If the Senator will permit me, I 
will say to him that if he had told me he did not 
mean to arraign the official or private conduct of 
the agent of the Choctaws, | should have said, 
‘* certainly, sir, 1 am glad to know it;’? but when 
he tells me nothing of the sort, al! that I can say 
is, that my ears must have vastly deceived me if [ 
am wrong, and I think the notes of the reporter 
will sustain me. 


Mr. HOUSTON. If the gentleman had asked 


‘me, I would have said exactly what I say, with 
pleasure. But when he makes a charge, | am not 

repared to notice an apology or disclaimer to it. 

will do exactly what is right on all occasions, 
and | will assail the character of no individual 
who has not furnished the official reasons for his 
But I say, Mr. President, that this is 


this, he winds up with the plea of | 


' conduct. 
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notapplying the rule to these [Indians at all. This 


territory was ceded and subject to the regulations 
of the President of the United States, and the 
President of the United States, in a treaty, has 
ceded to the Indians, or they have reserved it, 
that they are to settle and occupy it as they had 


previously done, or are to have an intercourse for | 


any of their inhabitants that they should gather 
together there, subject to the regulations made by 
the President of the United States. It is trench- 
ing upon them to settle other Indians there. As 
they lie along our borders on the west and south 
line near to our agency, and as they wish to be 
connected with our Indians, I think it is better to 
allow them to be connected with them than to 
have them at war with us. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Mason.) , 


The question is on the amendment of the Senator 
from Texas. 

Mr. IVERSON. What is the amendment? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Secretary 
will read it. 

The Secretary read it, as follows: 

And be it further enacted, That the superintendent and 
agents Within the superintendency of Texas shall be here 
after appointed in the same manner as other superintend 
ents and agents are appoimted and confirmed; and that the 
Witelita agency is hereby attached to te superintendency 
of Texas. ; 

The question being put, on a division there 
were—ayes fifteen, noes not counted. 

Mr. STUART. Lask for the yeas and nays. 
We seem to be without a quorum. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. There is evidently a quo- 
rum present. 


Mr- STUART. They will not vote. 1 ask for | 


the yeas and nays. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. 
quorum. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

Mr. GREEN. I ask for a division of the 
amendment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question, 
then, is on the first branch of the amendment; 
which the Secretary will read. 

The Secretary read as follows: 

And be it further enacted, That the superintendent and 
agents within the superintendency of Texas shall be here- 


alter appointed in the same manner as other superintend 
ents and agents are appointed and confirmed. 


Mr. SEBASTIAN. 


Oh, no. We have gota 


I am very certain, from 


the indifference manifested upon this question, | 


and from the character of the vote as evinced by 
the last division, that the Senate do not probably 
comprehend the question which has raised a di- 
vision of opinion between my colleague and the 
Senator from Texas. This proposition embraces 
two branches. The first is to elevate what is 
now a special ag@éncy for the Indians of Texas 
into a superintendency, which will be attended 
with an increase of the salary of that officer $1,000. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Not a cent. I assure the 
gentleman that it will not increase the salary of 
the supervising agent. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN. ThenI withdraw the re- 
mark. It certainly intends to convert a special 
agency for the Indians of Texas into a superin- 
tendency. The Senator from Texas disavows 
any intention to increase his salary. That is but 
a question of time as we know, sir; if it is not 
done now, that it will be, as a legitimate conse- 
quence, next Congress. 


Mr. HOUSTON. Not at all. 


Mr. SEBASTIAN. i think that is an objec- 


tion to changing the character of that officer. As 
the Senator from Mississippi well remarked, the 
jurisdiction there is peculiar. Whatever we do 
is ex gratia. Texas claims jurisdiction over the 
State and the Indians; and when the Legislature 
apportioned small districts of the country for the 


occupation of the Indians, the United States | 


stepped in with the same spirit of liberality, and 
made an appropriation of from fifty to seventy- 
five thousand dollars for the maintenance of the 
Indians upon those reservations, ‘The whole of 
that is a gratuity, and not the discharge of any 
obligation to support or meintain the Indians over 
which she maintained jurisdiction, and over whom 
Texas stil! claims jurisdiction; and for the same 
reason Mr. Neighbors, an eminently practical 
man for Indian affairs, | must admit, is called 
special agent for the Indians of Texas, and is the 
only officer in the administration of Indian affairs 
who is known by that anomalous term. 
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Now, Mr. President, the Chactaws, in 1855, 
ceded a portion of thetr western territory, which 
happens to lie north of Texas and out of the ju- 
risdiction of that State, for the purpose of settling 
the Witchetas and other wild tribes, who were 
then located upon the territory, and that was at- 
tached to the southern superintendency, w. *re it 
had always belonged. The southern superintend- 
ent is a public officer under the jurisdiction of the 
Federal Government. The allowances are under 
the jurisdiction of the Federal Government, and 
they are apportioned to the Indians for whom the 
Federal Government is bound tocare and provide. 
You destroy the harmony of the system entirely 
oy attacaing Indians upon a part of the public do- 


main of the United States to the superintendency | 


of the special agent for a State over whose Indians 
the Federal Government has no jurisdiction what- 
ever. 

Then, again, some three or four years ago—I 
state from recollection—upon my report as chair- 
man of the Committee on Indian Affairs, this 
whole matter of defining the boundaries of super- 
intendencies, locating of agencies, and the posi- 
tion of superintendents, was conferred upon the 
Secretary of the Interior, who was bound, as a 
matter of administration, to determine these things 
according to his own judgment and discretion. 
By the existing law, therefore, he is competent 
to determine this very question, which the Sen- 
ator from Texas has raised here. I understand 
the fact to be, that an application has been made 
to him, and deliberately rejected by the Secretary. 
of the Interior, and now we haye an appeal from 


| the Secretary of the Interior to the revisory power 


| Ministration to be determined by the Secretary of 


of the Legisiature of the country. I see no reason, 
if this be done, why we do not step aside from 
our legitimate duties and interfere with matters 
of administration under the supervision of all the 
Departments. 
a mere superintendency,‘a mere question of ad- 


the Interior, | do not see why we may not over- 
feap the boundary and intrench on those of the 
War or Navy Departments, and command a cer- 
tain regiment to be stationed at a certain place, 
or a certain ship to sail froma certain port. This 
is simply the question involved. 

I hope, therefore, Mr. President, that we will 


/not mar the beauty and harmony of the system 


of legislation by attempting to treat here of a mat- 
ter which belongs entirely to the administrative 
powers of a Federal officer; that we will not at- 
tempt to govern him in the exercise of a discretion 
already conferred upon him, and in the exercise 
of which he has undoubtedly greater facilities 
than we have. Thatis now the real issue be- 
tween the Senator from Texas and my colleague. 

Mr. HOUSTON. 1 will remark that we have 
the decision of the Secretary of the Interior pro- 
posing to attach this to the Texan superintend- 
ency. We have the recommendation of General 
Rusk, and upon that recommendation of facts it 
was stated that the Secretary made his decision. 
He has now revoked it; and that is just the posi- 
tion of the subject. The question is, whether it 
is necessary to the harmony of that portion of 
the country that the Witchita agency should re- 


‘ main as it is, or should be attached to one imme- 


diately connected with it, whick would give peace 
to all the entire frontier, and save millions every 
year to the country? 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 


| is on the first branch of the amendment offered by 


the Senator from Texas. 


Mr. HOUSTON called for the yeas and nays, | 
and th@y were ordered; and being taken resulted | 


—yeas 22, nays 14; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Broderick, Chandler, Clingman, 
Collamer, Fitzpatrick, Foster, Green, Harlan, Hayne, 
Houston, Johnson of Tennessee, Kennedy, Polk. Reid, 
Rice, Simmons, Thompson of Kentucky, Trumbull, Wade, 
Wilson, and Yulee—22. 

NAYS—Messrs. Benjamin, Bigler, Clay, Davis, Fessen 
den, Piteh, Foot, Hamlin, Hunter, [verson, Mason, Pugh, 
Sebastian, and Staart—14. 


So the first branch of the amendment was agreed 


to. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
now recurs on the second branch of the amend- 
ment in the following words: 


“ And that the Witchita agency is hereby attached to the 


superintendency of Texas.” 


Mr. HOUSTON called for the yeas and nays, 


‘ 


If we can alter the boundaries of 
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and they were ordered; and being taken, resulted 
—yeas 15, nays 22, as follows: 

YEAS— Messrs. Allen, Broderick, Pirzpatrick,, Harlan, 
Houston, Johnston of Tennessee, Kennedy, King. Poik, 
Reid, Simmons, Thompson of Kentucky, Trumbull, Wade, 
and Wilsoa—L5. 

NAYS—Messrs. Benjamin, Bigler, Clay, Chogman, 
Davis, Fessenden, Fiteh, Foot, Foster, Green, Hamlin, 
_ Hunter, Iverson, Johnson of Arkansas, Mason, Pearce, 
Pugh, Rice, Sebastian, Slidell, Stuart, and Wrigit—22. 

So the second branch of the amendment was 
rejected, 
| The amendments were ordered to be engrossed, 

and the bill to be read a third time. It was read 
the third time, and passed. 


| REVENUE COLLECTION BILL. 


On motion of Mr. HUNTER, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to consider the message from the House 
| of Representatives announcing the action of the 
House on the amendments of the Senate to the 
bill (H. R. No. 466) making appropriations for 
the expenses of collecting the revenue from cus- 
toms. 

The first amendment of the Senate was to strike 
out the first seetion of the original bill, which was 
in the following words: 

* That, instead of the appropriation for the expenses of 
collecting the revenue from customs for the half year, from 
the Ist day of January, L858, to the Ist day of July; 1858, 
contained im the joint resolution approved on the I4th day 
of February, 1850, there be, and hereby is, appropriated for 
the expenses of collecting the revenue from customs for 
said half year, the sum of $1,600,000, payabie out of any 
moneys in the ‘Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to- 
gether with such sums as may be received from storage, 
eartage, drayage, and labor said half year.”’ 

And in lieu of it to insert: 

That there be, and hereby is, appropriated for the ex- 
penses of colleeting the revenue from customs for each half 
year, the sum of $1,500,000, payable out of any moneys in 
the ‘Treasury not otherwise appropriated, together with such 
sums as may be received from storage, cartage, and labor 
for said half year. 

The House of Representatives concurred in this 
amendment with an amendment restoring the 
words of the original section with the single ex- 
ception of substituting $1,800,000 for $1,600,000. 

‘The second amendment of the Senate was to 
styike out the second section of the original bill, 
as follows: 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That there be, and 
hereby is, annually appropriated for the expense of collect- 
ing the revenue from customs for each and every fiscal year, 
from the Ist day of July, 1858, the sum of $4,000,000, pay- 
able out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise appro- 
priated, until otherwise ordered by law, together with such 
suns as may be received trom storage, cartage, drayage, and 
labor, for each fiscal year: Provided, That trom and after 
the said Ist day of July, 1858, all laws and parts of laws 
which authorize the payment of the expenses or any portion 
of the expenses of collecting the revenue from customs to 
any port or ports on the Pacific coast of the United States 
out of the aceruing revenue, before the same jis paid into 
the Treasury, shal! be, and hereby are, repealed.” 

And in lieu of it to insert: - 

And be it further enacted, That from and after the said 
Ist day of July, 1858, all laws and parts of laws which au- 
thorize the payment of the expenses, or any portion of the 
expenses of collecting the revenue from custonis, to any 
| port or ports on the Pacific coast of the United States, out 

of the accruing reveoue before the same is paid into the 

Treasury, shall be, and hereby are, repealed.”’ 


The House of Representatives concurred in 
this amendment. 


The House of Representatives disagreed to the 
fourth amendment of the Senate, which was to 
| insert the following as an additional section: 

“ind be it further enacted, That no collector of the cus- 
toms, deputy collector, naval officer, deputy naval officer, 
surveyor, deputy surveyor, general appraiser, superintend- 
ent of warehouses, or any other officer or person engaged 
in the collection of the revenue, shall receive a greater 
compensation than is now paid to the officers and persons 

| engaged ig said service atthe portof New York: Provided, 
That this section shall not be so construed agto increase 
the compensation of any officer of the customs, or of any 
person engaged in the collection thereof. 

Mr. HUNTER. I hope the question will be 
taken on the amendments separately. It will be 

' remembered that the Senate amended the revenue 
collection billsoas to appropriate $1,500,000 every 
six months, instead of $2,000,000 every six 
months, as proposed in the original bill. The 
House further amend that amendment, by insert- 
ing $1,800,000 instead of $1,500,000, so ae to make 
the appropriation for the expenses of collecting 
the revenue amount to $3,600,000. That is about 

| the sum, less by some twenty or thirty thousand 
dollars, that was expended in collecting the rev- 
enue in the year 1857. I will state that, since 
| 1854—I believe since 1853—the expenses were 
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ver lese than €3,500,000. ] hope the Senate will 

cur in that amendment of the House to our 
amendment 

Mr. CHANDLER. I hold in my hand the 

Secretary of the Treasury, showing 

that the eXpenses in collecting these revenues 

than the Senator from Virginia 


t ' t)y ' 
repo ) ilf a) 


were nticii it 
seems tO Suppose 

Mr. HUNTER, I took my statement from the 
Secretary of the Treasury. The Sen itor, per- 
haps, has fallen into the mistake of not adding 

lhe expenses in California to those on the Atlantic 
coast. The expenses on the Atlantic coast have 
been less since 1854; but if the Senator will add 
the expenses in California, and on the Atlantic 
coast, he will fine that since then the y have never 
been less than $3y500,000. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I find, Mr. President, that, 
in 1851, the receipts from customs amounted to 
$49,017,567, end the whole expense of collecting 
to $1,882,000. 1 find, also—— 

Mr. HUNTER. ‘The Senator has fallen into 
the mistake | mentioned. He will find that during 
that same year $1,300,000 were spent in Califor- 
nia, making upwards of three million dollars. If 
he will examine into the matter, he will see that 
my statement is correct, that since 1854 the ex- 
penditure s have not been less than $3,500,000. 


¥ 
Mr. CHANDLER. I believe the expenses 
have been very much reduced there since that 
time. lL understand they have been reduced sev- 


eral hundred thousand dollars. 


Mr. HUNTER. They are reduced on the Cal- 
ifornia coast, but have been increased on the At- 
lantic, If the Senator Will take those years and 
add the sum collected on the two coasts, he will 
find as | stated that it is not less than that amount. 

Mr. CHANDLER. Well, sir, I insist if it 
costs $3,600,000 to colleet $40,000,000 of revenue 
that it is too much; that the « xXpense of colleeting 
should bear some comparison with the amount 
collected. 1 find that in 1850 the whole expense 
of collecting the revenue of the country was only 
five per cent, It is now propose d to appropriate 
$3,600,000 which will amount to nine per cent. 
upon the whole estimated revenue of the coming 
year. Inno single year, from 1850 to 1857, did 
the expense of collecting the revenue amount to 
over six percent., and herea proposition is made 
to swell this amount to nine per cent. on the 
whole revenue of the country from customs. 

[hope thatit will not prevail, for I believe 
the amount inserted in the bill by the Senate— 
3,000 ,000—altogether too large. I believe that 
2,240,000 ts more than is required fox collecting 
the revenue of the coming year. | believe a whole 
army of supernumeraries might be dismissed from 
the custom-houses along the Adantie slope. This 
enormous expenditure of $3,000,000 might safely 
be reduced to $2,450,000. 1 admit 1 was in error 
in regard to the expense for California. | was not 
aware of that. Tsupposed the whole amount was 
included here. I find the expenses upon the At- 
lantic slope as the Senator from Virginia states 
them to be, The expenses upon the Atlantic slope 
in 1851 for collecting $49,017,567 were $1,882,000. 
In 1852, for collecting $47,000,000, they were 
$2,093,000. In 1853, for collecting $58,000,000, 
which 1s €18,000,000 more than the estimated rev- 
enue for the coming year, the whole expense of 
collecting on the Atlantic coast was $2,366,000. 
The proposition now under consideration 1s to 
give $3,600,000 for the collection of $40,000,000. 
Sir, itis enormous. To appropriate nine per cent. 
upon the whole amount collected for the expense 
of the collection of the revenue of this Government, 


$ 
> 


18 perfectty outrageous. | hope the amendment of 


the House will not prevail, and that we shall ad- 
here to our amendment giving $3,000,000. Were 
it not too late, l should move to reduce the amount 
to $2,450,000, which would be $200,000 more than 
iteost to collect $58,000,000 in 1853. I hope the 
Senate will adhere to its original proposition of | 
$3,000,000. | 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. “ Willthe Sen- 
ate concur in the amendment of the House to the 
amendment of the Senate?”’ 

Mr. WILSON. I must ask for the yeas and 
nays on that questicn. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. CHANDLER. If we concur in the amend- 
ment, that will leave the amount at $3,600,000, 
will it net? 


the $3,000,000 appropriation will vote * nay,’ I 
suppose 

Mr. HUNTER. Yes, sir: those in favor of 
the proposition reducing it to $3,000,000 will 
vote **nay,’’ and those in favor of increasing 
the amount, and allowing $3,600,000, will vote 
“cc vea %9 

Mr. STUART. I beg the attention of the Sen- 
ate for a single moment. I shall vote for this 
motion; and [ wish to state, ina few words, why 
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Mr. SIMMONS. Those in favor of retaining | 


I shall do so. As the bill came here before, it ap- | 


propriated for an indefinite period $4,000,000 an- 
nually, for collecting the revenue. As it stands 
now, it simply appropriates $4,000,000 for one 


year. The Elouse has amended our seztion which | 


we substituted for the remainder of the bill by 
adding that amount to it. I am willing to try it 
for one year; and if it can then be reduced very 
readily, without injury to the Government, I will 
vote to ri duce it. 

Mr. TOOMBS. That the expenses of the col- 
lection of the revenue have passed all reasonable 
bounds is an undeniable fact; but the idea of tak- 
ing an absolute sum without any reference to the 


wants of the service or the laws of the land, it | 


seems to me, js a very injudicious way of redue- 
ing them. I was willing myself to make some 
measure of reduction, and I am willing to indi- 


cate my Opinion that the existing state of things 
! 


does not answe e. But in looking into this gues; 


tion, itis very apparent that the fault for the last 
five or six years has been with Congress them- 
selves; and | believe those gentlemen who are 
most clamorous about the expense have gone on 
and by law have created, time and again, every 
session, ports of entry and delivery. 

Mr. STUART. Ports of delivery genérally. 


Mr. TOOMBS. Yes, they are generally ports | 


of delivery. In all these you create new offices; 
and yet+these gentlemen never voted for any of 
them! 


Mr. SIMMONS. I never voted for one af |! 


them. 


Mr. TOOMBS. Well, like many other things, | 


they always pass; and when I utter opposition to | 


them, I find but dull ears in the Senate. They 
pass somehow. Nobody votes for them, and yet 
they get on the statute-book. I may not be ac- 
curate as to the amount, but I believe, during the 
last four or five years, you have doubled the ports 
of delivery in the United States. They have got 
to be paid for. You have made the office, and 
you are compelled to pay the man according to 
the usual scale elsewhere. An executive officer 
says here is a port of delivery,and you must have 
a Government officer there, as was the case at the 


last session, where a man had to be appointed at | 


a place in the West, somewhere on the Ohio river. 
Anact of Congress directs it, and it must be done. 
Revenue has to be paid there by the order of 
Congress, and the Government must appoint offi- 


cers there; otherwise they will be charged, as they | 


were by my honorable friend from New York 
{Mr. Kine] some time ago, with violating the 
laws of Congress. He said, “ here is a law for 
the erection ef custom-houses, which is not car- 
ried out.’’ 

In this very case it would be impossible to re- 


duce it by naming an absolutg sum. I presume | 
every one of the appropriations is for the pay- || 


ment of something which is put down in the Blue 


Sook. Whatever is put down there has to be paid | 


for! If the Government officers refuse to do it at 
a particular place, we shall hear another clamor 
in the Senate about the dispensing power; that 
they are acting like James II. when he dispensed 
with the laws of the land; and that a free country 
ought not to have a dispensing power. Congress 
ordered it, they say, and it must be done whether 
there is money or not. That has been the argu- 
ment of several gentlemen around me during this 
session. I think, about ten years ago, when I 
was on the Committee of Ways and Means in the 
House of Representatives, we broughtdown the 
expenditure on the Atlantic coast to $1,750,000. 
At the next session, in order to carry this 
$1,750,000, we cut off here and there,and abol- 
ished offices here and there; and the whole Con- 
gress gathered together in one solid body, like a 
band of mad bulls, against ouraction. Every one 
said, *‘ do not strike me down; retrench in every 
place bat right here; cut somebody else down.” 


June 12, 
Like a boil, the retrenchment was never on the 
right place. Every place, according to some gen. 
tlemen, was the worst place at which it could be 
commenced. 

| If you want to retrench at New York,« gentle. 
man from South Carolina or Georgta will think 
it is probably a very good place; but if you want 
to retrench at Savannah, he can find a great many 
places where it had better be commenced than at 
Savannah. If you want to retrench at New Or- 
leans, the magnitude of its business will be ex- 
plained to us very Sraphically, as it was the other 
day by my friend over the way from the city of 
New Orleans, [Mr. Siipev.;} for then he insist- 
ed, probably with a great deal of justice, that New 
Orleans cannot getalong with the present force, 
she wants more officers. An excuse was given 
here why certain officers had not discharged thei, 
duty, by which honest men were to be mulcted 
in great sums of money, that we had not officers 
enough to do the duty, and they insisted upon 
putting a great burden on honest people upon the 
cround that the Government did not furnish off- 
cers enough to inquire into frauds on the revenue, 

Though, in common with the Senate, l am for 
a reduction, and voted for it, I think the proper 
plan is, to keep it on its present basis. ‘The prop- 
osition to bring California on the same basis with 
New York is a wise one, and I will vote for that 
now because I know it is right; but as to reduc- 
ing the whole amount, it is only in extreme cases 

‘that we ought to doit. The House of Represent- 
atives says I will give you $3,600,000, and then 
let the Committee on Commerce, or whatever 
committee has charge of this business, present a 
new schedule. Ihave no doubt you have two or 
three hundred mer: in New York that ought not 
to be there. I have no doubt in the world that 
you have more at Savannah than are needed. 
There is a constant pressure on the Government 
to increase them, because gentlemen have their 
friends there, and they are offices that are sought 
by their constituents. Why? Because serving 
the public is not paid for as labor on generous 
and liberal principles; but a scavenger about your 
Capitol, a man that you could get for thirty dol- 
lars a month, you pay athousand dollarsa year. 
When you create an office there are a thousand ap- 
plicants for it. An honest laboring man is not run- 
ning about to getemployment from you, if you 
do not pay him more than anybody else. A man 
who could not earna sixpence in any honest em- 
ployment, we give a thousand dollars a year to 
as inspector in one of our towns; and then he 


|, comes to a member of Congress or the Senate, to 


make it $1,500, because, being an officer of the 
Government, he must live respectably, and must 
dive like agentleman. Surely reo would not have 
your officers do otherwise. ‘They must keep fast 
horses to trot in two forty, or inside of three min- 
utes at least. Of course you could not expect 
the clerks in your Departments here to live in 
any other way. ‘Fhe reason of all this is, because 
you have departed from the great fundamental 
principle, on which you ought to pay everybody. 
| Pay what that kind of labor and talent is worth, 
/and then there will be no struggle; then honest 
men will not be pressing you for offices, because 
they can serve somebody else as wellas you, and 
receive as good pay. 
Therefore, | suppose, under existing circum- 
| stances, we had better let the amount in the bill 
stand at what the House has put it, although | 


| would prefer the other than get into a squabble 





when we have not got the information on which 
to act. As to these schedules which the Senator 
from Michigan makes about collecting $58,000,000 
of revenue for so much money, and therefore that 
| we ought to collect $40,000,000 for less, that Sen- 
| ator knows, or ought to know, that the expense 
of collection at a particular place does not depend 
on the amount of revenue collected. The same 
| officers in New York could collect $100,000,000 

as easily as $40,000,000. It would not require 
| another man. A great many of your officers are 
| on preventive service, to prevent smuggling and 
| protect the revenue. If you put it on the basis 
| that because at a certain place you do not collect 
more than five thousand dollars, therefore you 
should not pay more, it would be a very absurd 
thing, and would let in a sluice of smuggling. A 
| great deal of this is preventive service; and but 
| for it, there would be the largest and most inordi- 
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nateabuses. Therefore, the expense of collecting 


g not ill depend unon the amount collected. 
you have $40,000,060 to collect this year, and 
i $8,000, O00 be fore ; you must ke en the same 


ticers. Itis as easy to go through all the ele- 
nts of an invoice of $100,000 as $50,000. A 
bo imported $50,000 worth of dutiable 
ds last year, may, under the stringency of the 

, think $20,000 worth will do this year, but 

Fi s as many Officers, and there are as many 
ings to be done on an importation of $20,000 as 
450,000. Therefore there is nothing in the com- 
rison drawn by the Senator from Michigan. 

i: does not make the slightest difference if they 


erchant W 


were the same kind of goods. If, with reference 
the difficulties of the country, only halfas many 


of diflerent variety are imported this year as last, 
would take just as many men to collect the 

t why ‘n his comparison will not answer; 

e there are more officers than are neces- 
sary to ¢ allen t forty or fifty-eight million dollars. 

He nee, | thin Ky if we are going to retre neh, we 

ould t ik e up the subject inte live ntl y- Let us 
see whois willing to part with this portof ‘delivery, 
with this « -ustom-house, or with the officers in 
this town, if he has the appointment of them. 
There is the great difficulty about it; there is the 
great trouble. If you mean r®form, you must 
put it on some conservative intelligible principle. 
Until ten years ago, when this law was brought 
into the House of Representatives, there was no 
limit. * This bill never showed its face from 1779 
to 1849 in Congress, because the collector paid 
the expense of collecuon out of the revenues, and 
all he ever showed you was the net proceeds. 
We thought, as a check, we would compel him 
to bring the expenses here, and we would appro- 
priate for it as we do for the Post Office Depart- 
mente This is a permanent appropriation uoul 
you act again. 1 suppose that is the reason you 
£0 up to $4,000,000. I ws 1s Oppose xd to that, and 
shall vote againstit; but lam for kee ping the ap- 
propriation on the basis of last year until you can 
reform it intelligently, which is not possible at the 
present time. 

Mr. SIMMONS. It seems to me that the 
speeches on this bill are somewhat inconsistent. 
Yesterday the great reason for making this appro- 
priation of $4, 000, 000 was because it was perma- 
nent. That was the argument of the Senator 
from Virginia. He agreed that it was too much, 
but he thought it best to leave it at $4,000,000. 
Sy the reason for reducing the appropriation to 

3,600,000, is because it is only fora year. For 
some reason or other these appropriations will 
getup. If you cannot get them up on the ground 
that they are permanent, you will get them up on 
the ground that they are not permanent. 

The Senator from Georgia says‘that theamount 
of revenue does not make any difference as to the 
expense of collection. I agree with him that it 
does not make a pro rata difference. But these 
officers were multiplied when we were importing 
coal and salt from Nova Scotia in large quantities, 
and we had to have more measurers:to measure 
it. We are not doing so now, but we do not get 
rid of the measurers. I think they might possi- 
bly be got rid of. I venture to say that there are 
1ow ten men where there ought to be one upon 
any data of figures which can be presented to us. 
I think that the bill as it originally came to us, 
appropriated, for the six mOnths now upon us, 
$1,600,000. They now propose to appropriate 
$1,800, . 10 for the last two quarters of the present 
year. “Am I not correct in that? I will ask the 
Senator from Virginia if there was not an appro- 
priauon in the bill for the two current quarters 
we are going thraugh of $1,600,000 ? 

Mr. HUNTER. ‘There was in the original 
bill. 
Mr. SIMMONS. As it came here yesterday. 
I suggested to the Senator from Massachusetis, 
inasmuch as the Department had fixed that sum 
for the two current quarters through which we 
are now passing, to make his amendment just 
equal to it, the estimate on these two quarters 
being $800,000. He thought it too much. I*had 
heard an estimate made that the Department had 
saved about one hundred and fifty thousand do!- 
lars in California alone. The Senator from Massa- 
chusetts said he would come down to $3,000,0U0. 
I believe that the proposition from the House is to 

increase the amount for the two current quarters 


which was $1,600,000 yesterday, to $1,300, 009 , 


and go from 43,000 000 to §3,600 000, a 1 to add 
$200,000 in the first section, making it altogether 


$3,800,000. 


lam astonished that my friend from Georgia 
should ever agree to ¢ h a measure; but I am 
not disappointed when I see the Senator trom V ir- 
cinia, who advocated the appropriation yesterday 
because it WAS perman nt a ne sary, sup- 
porting the Ho iseamendment. The Senator can 
present il as we ll as any man in the Senat I 
said yesterday that I did not vote against it from 
any disposition to cutany Department shortof the 
nece sssary means. 1 will vote them what is suffi- 
cient, at any time; but I have no more doubt that 
$l, 800,000 is ample than I have that $1,250,000 


is—nota bit. If] 
believe, 


had, I would vote for more. I 


sincerely, that as long as we keep appro- 

| priating all that is asked, there will never be a 
man dismissed. That was the reason for my 
vote. Tam willing to give them $1,600,000, which 


y ask for the 


passing > 


is just what the two quarters through 
which we are and | am willing to go to 
the same ratio next year—gs00,000 a quarter. 
Now, when you come to this matter of meas- 
uring the coal imported, the more cargoes you 
have, the more it will cost. There isa great deal 
of labor about it, but there is a great deal less of 





it imported now than there was formerly In the 
city of New York there is at present great com- 
plaint that there are not laborers enough to do 
this manual labor. It takesagreat deal of labor 
The importations of goods during the present 
year will not be more than two thirds as much as 
they were last year, and will.take less labor, and 
be a diminished expense. 1 admit the salaries 
will be just as much. But bere is a reduction in 
California that still remains, by putiing the sala- 
ries of the officers there on the same ratio with 
those in New York. That will take off fifty 

sixty thousand dollars more. With a re duction 
made in salaries, $800,000. quarter will be ample 
hereafter. ‘Thatis the amount that has been spent 
heretofore upon an importation of > 360,000 OOC 0. 
Taking the $200,000 f Xtra for the two present 
quarters, it makes the amount at least two hun- 


dred thousand dollars more 
in this country. I want to know 
thatretrenchment. It will give you $200,000 more 
for the next year, and for every succeeding year, 
than you have for this; for itis now $200,000 more 


than was ever spent 


if Senators call 


than is asked for the next fiscal year. It will give 
$3,800,000 for the next fiscal year. I| have not 
lodked into this subject, but I have never heard 
of the expenditures exceeding $3,600,000. I un- 
derstood, from the Senator from Virginia, that 
there was appropriated for California last year 
$436,000, and now but $280,000. There is a re- 
duction of $150,000 in that e ace. Here is a re- 
duction contemplated next yearby cutting down 


salaries in California; and it is perfectly evident 
thata less amount will be needed during the pres- 
ent fiscal year than during the last year. 

I have no disposition to thwart the objects of 
the Administration at all. l want to see 
thing done. I repeat again what I said yesterday, 
that it is no sort of ec onomy to stop the building 
of vessels for defense, or fortifications, and put- 
ting the sum thus saved upon the salary of these 
officers. ‘That is the kind of economy I see prac- 
ticed. I regret to say it, but I have never known 
anything pass here that looked like lessening the 
expenditures for the officers and employés of the 
Government. The last man who | thought would 
ever give way was my friend from Georgia. 

Mr. TOOMBS. There is no reduction of sala- 
ries proposed, 

Mr. SIMMONS, It is proposed to reduce the 
amount appropriated, and the effect of that will 
probably be, that they will dismiss some of these 
officers. 

Mr. TOOMBS. No. 

Mr. SIMMONS. That is what I think ought 
to be done, and that is my purpose in endeavor- 
ing to reduce the amount. 

Mr. HUNTER. The Senator from Rhode 
Island is mistaken in supposing that this propo- 
sition contemplates spending more than has been 
heretofore expended. As 1 said before, this ap- 
propriation of $3,600,009 is less by some twenty 
thousand dollars than was expe nded in the fiscal 
year 1857. I also stated before , that, since 1354, 
we have never expended less than $3,500,000 in 
collecting the revenue. It seems to me that it is 
manifestly unsafe for us to undertake to strike in 


some- 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE 


2991 


the dark, to strike blind] to attempt t 
duce the approprit ations below whatthev have been 


y, and > re- 


for four years, upon the mere theory that such a 
reduction might safely be made. I said the other 
evening, if Senators chose to reduce it to what was 
actually expended, that i would not object to such 
an amendment. That, however, was not done; 
but it was reduced to $3,000,000, which was 
$600,000 less than was expended in 1857; and I 
did not believe we could get along without it. 
Now, str, | recollect the time when the first 
proposition was made, making this appropriation 


for the payment of the expenses of the collection 
the whole amount of revenue 
scted to be paid into the Treasury. It was 
introduced bya ge Lae man then from the State of 
New Y ork—Mr. King, I think. Lrecollect look- 
ing into this subject at that time, and | found that 


of customa, alter 


was dire 


the whole matter had before that been at the dis- 
cretion of the Secretaries. They paid out of the 
revenue what they thought necessary In order to 


discharge the expenses of collection, giving what 
salaries they chose to the inferior officers, making 
everything pretty much as they chose to have it. 
The first step was then taken; which was one of 
reform, to require them to pay all the receipts 
into the Treasury, and to pay the expenses s of 
collection by appropriation; but still the difficulty 
occurred that the salaries of the subordinate offi- 
cers were matters of regulation. | recollect turn- 
ing my attention to itat that time, for | was anx- 
idus to introduce any scheme of reform, but I 
found that were not sufficient data, and it 
was On my motion that that provision of law was 
introduced which required them to state what 
they expended in collecting the revenve, in sala- 
each port, in order that by these 
statements we might have at least this cheek on 
the expenditure? that we might see 
and dist 


the re 


ries, &c., at 
how the money 
cleats d, and in order, too, 
that we might be able hereafter to collect out of 
these statements the means, if we could, of di- 
gesting some system. 


was disbursed 


Now, sir, whenever we mean to retrench the 
expenses of the collection of revenue, it must be 
done upon system. I understand that there bas 
been before the House of Representatives, durin: 
this year, a scheme of revenue laws whic h has 
been presented by the Secretary of the Treasury. 
I know that his attention is directed towards this 
matter, and I hope that early in the next session 
we shall have some scheme presented to us; and 
lL shall be ready to go for any scheme that will 
promise to meet the necessities of the Government 
in regard to guarding and collecting the revenue, 
at the same time that it diminishes the expend- 
iture. I willgo forit with pleasure whenever such 
a scheme shail be presented; but, for the present, 
I am unwilling to appropriate less for collecting 
the revenue than has been expended heretofore— 
less than the sum which, 1 may say, has been ex- 
pended for the last four or five years. I think it 
would be unsafe toattempt any reform upon mere 
theory, or to cut down the appropriation upon 
mere the ry; for itis tobe remembered that this 
expenditure is Vital; upon itdepends the revenue 
which we collect. It is through it that we guard 
and protect the revenue from smuggling and fraud, 
it is through it that we provide the ineans by 
which we gather it into the Treasury. If we were 
to make any mistake, so that we should not be 
able to keep up the preventive service, or to keep 
up the machinet y necessary for collecting the rev- 
enueyit might ore more ryischievously than a 
failure in any other departmentof the Government 
to appropriat what is necessary. Ithink, there- 
fore, the Senate may be well content to agree to 
the amendment of the House of Representatives, 


which proposes a scheme of expenditure based 
upon the actual experience of some years past. 
Mr. CHANDLER. The honorable Senator 


from Georgia [Mr. ‘Toomps} has fallen into an 
error in regard to the expense of collecting a given 
sum of money. | will allow myself to be cor- 
rected in almost any point by that honorable Se1- 
ator; but on the cost of importing goods | beg to 
state that I consider my information better than 
his. It it well known that In every sea-port an 
inspector is placed on board a foreign vessel the 
moment she arrives, and that inspector must re- 
main on board the vessel until her cargo is landed. 
Will that Senator tell me that the expenses of 
watching a thousand vessels in port, will be no 
greater than of watching twenty? You have 
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keen a thousand insnectors if there are a thousand 
vessels in port from foreign countries. It is the 
same in the custom-house proper, and in nearly 
all the expenses. 

Vir. TOOMBS. My proposition was that a 
vessel which has Dut $20,000 of dutiable goods on 
board requires an inspector as well as if it had 
$1,000,000 

{fr CHANDLER. That is true; but fewer 
vessels arrive now, and the vessels do not come 
in with half cargoes. I say that the expenses of 
collecting your revenues, while they may not be 
reduced in the exact ratio of the reduction of tm- 
portations, may sull be reduced in very nearly 
that ratio. A few of your high-salaried men must 
remain, but you may cut off your supernumer- 
aries; you may reduce your inspectors in the city 
of New York from three to two hundred; you 
may reduce your inspec tors at every ne a-port in 
accordance with the reduction of business. You 
may do the same thing in your custom-houses, 
and with regard to all the expe nses of collecting 
the revenue. Lbelieve that with a reduction of the 
duties collected, from $65,000,000 to $40,000,000, 
you may safely diminish the expenses of collec- 
tion $600,000 a year, and yet have a surplus. I 
hope we shall not accede to the amendment of 
the House of Representatives, but shall adhere to 
ouramendment reducing the amount to $3,000,050. 
I sull believe that that is more than is necessary. 

Mr. SIMMONS. I perceive that I was right 
In the siatement that the original bill appropri- 
ated for the current half year, from January 1, 
to July 1, 1858, $1,600,000, and the House amend- 
ment increased that to $1,800,000, together with 
such sumas may be received from cartage, storage, 
and labor for the half year. All these incidental 
charges for warehousing are in addition to this 
sum, and we know very well that warehousing 
last year was pretty large. 

Mr. HUNTER. Does the Senator say stor- 
age? Storage was once very large, but we get 
none now, because of the system of private ware- 
houses. 

Mr. SIMMONS. We have a great many 
warehouses. 1 see signs on them, when I go to 
New York. 

Mr. HUNTER. We have in San Francisco, 
nowhere else, 

Mr. SIMMONS. Theamendmentof the House 
carries the appropriation for the current year 
$200 000 higher than the original bill. 

Mr. HUNTER. This is making a provision 
for the year, It is true that when you proposed 
$4,000,000 per annum, the Departmentasked only 
41,600,000 for the first two quarters, but you do 
not know what the expenditure was for the two 
preceding quarters. The way they have been 
reltting on was this: when Mr. King, of New 
York, firstintroduced his bill it was for $2,500,000 
antiiually; it was then a great deal more than 
enough; surpluses accumulated, and when the 
expenditure went beyond the amount of the ap- 
prop ation, the sur pluses of previous years were 
transferred. It was considered to be a continu- 
ing service, and those surpluses were used to help 
out the deficiencies. Itis in that way that they 
have been enabled to get along until now, but 
now that resource ts exhausted,and the only sale 
thing we can do is to go back, and take a series 
of years, and [ have shown that from 1854 up, 
they have never expended less than $3,500,000, 
and jn 1857 it was a little more than three mil- 
lion six hundred thousand dollars. 

Mr. SIMMONS! 1 should like to ask the 
Senator from Virginia, upen what estimate the 
$1,600,000 for the current half year was put in 
the original bill as it came to us? Was not it 
from the Department? 

Mr. HUNTER. The estimate was a dou- 
ble estimate-—$1,600,000 for the half year, and 
$4,000,000 annually. If the first appropriation 
turned out to be too little, the excess in the an- 
nual appropriation might have made up for the 
deficiency. 

Mr. SIMMONS. I know it is very easy to 
mystify people, and | may not vaderstand this 
matter; but if $1,600,000 were appropriated for 
the two current quarters ending the 30th of June 
next, | desire to Know whether it could be helped 
out by an appropration for the next year? 

Mr. HUNTER. Certainly. : 

Mr. SIMMONS. How? 

Mr. HUNTER. As I said before, it has been 


construed to be a comtinuing service: and a sur- 
plus inone year may be expended to supply an 
suchdeficiency. The Senatorfrom Rhode Island, 
in order to show any inconsistency, must show 
either that since 1854 they have gotten along with 
less than thirty-five or thirty-six hundred thou- 
sand dollars, or else he must show that there is 
an estimate from the Secretary, by which he un- 
dertakes to say ihey could get along for less than 
this amount. He can show none. He can only 
show that in that double estimate the Secretary 
was willing to take $1,600,000 for these two quar- 
ters, with a permanent annual appropriation es- 
timated on the basis of $4,000,000; but how much 
of accumulated surplus he had before the Senator 
dor 8 not know. 

Mr. SIMMONS. I want to call the attention 
of the Senator from Virginia to the figures. In 
1854 we collected $66,000,000 of revenue, and on 
the Atlantic side the expenses of collection were 
$2,700,000. Next year they were $2,708,000, and 
m 1856 $3,100,000. 

Mr. HUNTER. The Senator does not say 
what was expended on the Pacific side. 

Mr. SIMMONS. When we get this down, we 
can go over to the Pacific side. I understood the 
Senator from’Virginia and the Senator from Cal- 
ifornia the other day to say that the expenses of 
collecting the customs on the Pacific side had been 
reduced over a hundred thousand dollars the pres- 
ent year. . 

Mr. GWIN. I have not the tables before me. 
They have been very considerably reduced. I 
gave the figures the other night. 

Mr. SIMMONS.” I think the Senator stated 
the reduction at one hundred and forty or one 
hundred and fifty thousand dollars. 

Mr. GWIN. I think net so much as that. 

Mr. SIMMONS. You said the expenditures 
there for this year would be $280,000. 

Mr.GWIN. That was for three quarters— 
up to the Ist of March. 

Mr. SIMMONS. Then take the expenditures 
for the Pacific side at $400,000 a year, and add 
them to those on the Atlantic, and you cannot 
get an average total expenditure of more than 
$3,200,000. That is the fact, if I can add figures 
together, 

Mr. HUNTER. If the Senator will add the 
expenses on the Pacific to those*on the Atlantic 
coast, he will Gud that they have been beyond that 
ever since 1854. 

Mr. SIMMONS. Iam taking the present ex- 
penditures in California, not whatthey were when 
they spent $1,250,000 a year. I am taking what 
are said to be the expenses the present year; and 
now | want to know if you mean to increase the 
average by adding $1,000,000 to the present ex- 
penditures of California? 

Mr. HUNTER. Does the Senator advert to 
the fact that the expenses have increased a little 
faster on the Atlantic than they have been dimin- 
ishing on the Pacific? 

Mr. SIMMONS. They inereased last year 
$200,000 In 1855, they were $2,708,000. Ido not 
see any very great increase in that. Ido not wish 
to waste the time of the Senate. I suppose the 
idea is, that as you cannot get exactly $4,000,000 
for the next year, you will add $200,000 for the 
current two quarters, and get $3,600,000 for the 
aext year, so as to make $3,800,000 

Mr. KING I understand that this is an appro- 
priation which continues from year to year with- 
out limitation; that is, it continues until farther 
legislation. [ suppose the House amendment is 
ameéndable, and I therefore offer an amendment 
to limit the appropriation to the next fiscal year. 

The PRESIDING OFPICER, (Mr. Mason.) 
This amendment is not amendable. It is an 
anrendment of the House of Representatives to an 
amendment of the Senate. 

Mr. SIMMONS. We can concur in their 
amendment with an amendment. 

Mr. PUGH. There is a Senate amendment 
and a House amendment. This is an amendment 
to an amendment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The questién 
is on the amendment of the House of Represent- 
atives tothe amendment of the Senate. It has 
gone to the last stage of amendment. 

Mr. TOOMBS. That rule does not apply to 
amendments between the Houses. We can take 
the House amendment with an amendment. In 
our own body the rule is, that we cannot go to 
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an amendment in the third degree; but when the 
other House has amended an amendment of tho 
Senate, I do not think that rule of limitation an- 
plies. The Senate may agree to the amendinent 
of the House with an amendment. 


Mr. HUNTER. That has been the practic, 


| I think we have treated an amendment of the 


House as a proposition in the first degree, 

Mr. KING. Then I offer my amendment, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair wij! 
receive the amendment. 

Mr. KING. I am willing that the vote shaj] 
first be taken on the amendment of the House jy 
regard to the amount of the appropriation. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. ‘Then the ques- 


| tion is on concurring in the amendment of the 


House to the first amendment of the Senate. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulied—yeas 29, nays 13; as follows: 

Y EAS— Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Benjamin, Bigler, Bright, 
Broderick, Brown, Clay, Clingman, Fitch, Fitzpatrick, 
Gwin, Hammond, Hayne, Houston. Hunter, Johnson of Ar- 
kansas, Jones, Mallory, Mason, Pearce, Polk, Pugh, Reid, 
Rice, Sebastian, Slidell, Thomson of New Jersey, and 
Wright—29 

NAYS—Messrs. Bell, Chandler, Collamer, Crittenden, 
Fessenden, Foot, Foster, Harlan, Johnson of Tennessee, 
King, Sunmons, ‘Trumbull. and Wade—13. 

So the amendment to the amendment was con- 
curred in. - 

Mr. HUNTER. I move to insist upon our 
next amendment in regard to the salaries of the 
officers in California, to which the House disagree 
with an amendment. I am willing to apply the 
reduction to the officers who get high salaries; 
but I am informed that it would not be safe to 
apply the New-York standard to the clerks and 
inferior officers who are paid under regulation. 
You cannot get clerks in California for as little as 
you can in New York. Let the amendment to 
to which the House disagreed be read. 

The Secretary read the fourth Senate amend- 
ment, as follows: 

“nd be it further enacted, That no collector of the cus- 
toms, deputy collector, naval officer, deputy naval officer, 
surveyor, deputy surveyor, general appraiser, superintend- 
ent of warehouses, or any other officer or person engaged 
in the collection of the revenue, shall receive a greater 
compensation than is now paid to the officers and persons 
engaged in said service at the port of New York: Provided, 
That this section shall not be so construed as to increase 
the compensation of any officer of the custoins, or of any 
person engaged in the collection thereof. 


Mr. HUNTER. I move that the Senate insist 


| on that amendment, with an amendment to strike 


out the words ** or any other officer or person en- 


| gaged in the collection ofthe revenues.’’ These 


are persons, as I understand, who are paid by 
regulation. They are the clerks and inferior em - 
ployés. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will 
suggest to the Senator from Virginia that, this 
being a Senate amendment in which the House 
refused to*concur, the Chair entertains’ doubts 
whether the Senate can now amend its own amend- 
ment and send it back. He will, however, take 
the epinion of the Senate. 

Mr. HUNTER. Ifa committee of conference 
reported that we should insist on our amendment 
with an amendment, nobody would doubt our 
power to do so. I only ora that we shall do 
now what we do through committees of confer- 
ence—insist on our amendment with an amend- 
ment. However, if the Chair rules it out of order, 
I shall not press it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair does 
not rule it out of order. He only suggests, for 
the consideration of the Senate, that he entertains 
doubts whether, the House having refused to con- 
cur in an amendment of the Senate, it is compe- 
tent to the Senate to send back the same amend- 
ment in a different form. 

Mr. HUNTER. Then T shall move to insist 
on our amendment, and ask for a conference. I 
am willing to make that compromise. I believe 
it is necessary after what | have heard. If it be 
the pleasure of the Senate, I move to insist on our 
amendment, and ask for a conference. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I donot really see why we 
should go through thatform. Has not the Senate 
the right to modify its own amendments? It pro- 
posed an amendment to the House. The House 
sent it back, disagreed to. Now, we modify the 
amendment, and ask them if they will agree to it 
in this form. What is to prevent us from doing 
that? We can modify it, and bring it in such a 
share as to suit them. The cciginal amendment 
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did not suit them. We can now withdraw a part || which gave back pay and increased pay to the 


yf it. 
Tae HUNTER. I think we can do it in the 
way I propose, without debate or difficulty. I 
think we had better do that, although I agree with 
the Senator from Louisiana, that we have the 
right to amend the amendment. 

‘The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will 
receive the amendment if it be offered. 

Mr. HUNTER. I do not like to run counter 
to the sense of the Senate, and I think it would 
be better to insiston our amendment, and ask for 
a committee of conference. 

Mr. PEARCE. LI really think ut is unnecessary, 
and if there should be no further debate, I hope 
the Senate will express its opinion that it is com- 
petent, in this stage of the business, to entertain 
the proposition of the Senator from Virginia to 
amend our amendment, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair un- 
derstands the Senator from Virginia to decline 
making it. 

Mr. PEARCE. I think it will bea briefer way 
of disposing of the bill. 

Mr. GWILN. I donot object to fixing the com- 
pensation of all salaried officers by law; but the 
Senate has included some who are not Sf&laried. 
I shall have to say something on the proposition 
inthatform. . 

Mr. HUNTER. I think we shall get along 
easier by a committee of conference, because we 
shall get rid of a speech [Laughter]—not that I 
ain not very glad always%o hear the Senator from 
California. L move that we insist on our amend- 
ment, and ask for a committee of conference. 

The motion was agreed to; and Messrs. Hun- 
rer, Braicutr, and Wane, were appointed con- 
ferees on the part of the Senate. 

A message was afterwards received from the 
House of. Representatives, by Mr. Auuen, its 
Clerk, announcing that the House had insisted 
upon its disagreement to the fourth amendment of 
the Senate to the bill (H. R. No. 466) making 
appropriations for the expenses of collecting the 
revenue from customs, and had agreed to the con- 
ference asked by the Senate upon the disagreeing 
votes of the two. klouses thereon, and had ap- 
pointed Mr. Joun Cocurane, Mr. Warner L. 
Unperwoop, and Mr. Cuarues L. Scorr, man- 
agers at the same on its part. 


NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 
Mr. PEARCE submitted the following report: 


The committee of conference on the disagreeing votes of 
the two Houses on the bill (H. R. No. 199) making appro- 
priations for the naval service for the year ending June 30, 
1859, having met, have, after a full and free conference, 
agreed to recommend, and de recommend, to their respect- 
ive Houses as follows: 


Thatthe House do recede from their disagreement to the 


tenth amendinent of the Senate, and agree to said amend- | 


ment with an amendment, as follows: insert the word 
‘and’ between the words * clerks’? and “*‘ messengers,” 


in the third line, and suike out the words ** and watchmen,”? 
in the fourth line. 


That the House do recede from their amendment to the 
fourteenth amendment of the Senate, and agree to said 
amendment with an amendment. as follows: strike out the 
word “ five,’’ in the third line, and insert the word *‘ seven.’? 

J. A. PEARCE, 

L. F. 8. FOSTER, 

JOHN R. THOMSON, 
Managers on the part of the Senate. 

WARREN WINSLOW, 

Kk. B. WASABURNE, 

W.S. GROESBECK, 
Managers on the part-of the House. 

Mr. PEARCE. I will state to the Senate, that 
the House having concurred in eight of the four- 
teen amendments of the Senate, and the Senate 
having receded from four of its amendments which 
were non-concurred in by the House, there re- 
mained but two amendments as the subject of 
conference between the twocommittees. The first 
of these is the amendment relating to the pay of 
the clerks, messengers, and watchmen at the 
Washington navy-yard. The pay of the clerks 
and messengers at that yard was ehlarged by the 
act of 1856; but the watchmen were not included 
in that act. The House proposed to recede from 


its disagreement to the provision of the Senate 
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clerks and messengers, omitting the watchmen 
who were not provided for in the law of 1856. 
The amegdment, therefore, as now proposed to 


| the Senate lf the committee of conference, car- 
| ries out the law of 1856, in which the watchmen 


were not included. The fourteenth amendment 
related to the additional war steamers. The Sen- 
ate inserted five war seamers, besides one for ser- 
vice in the China seas; and the Howse struck out 


| five and inserted ten. The compromise of the 


Il make that motion. | 


committee of conference is a very simple one: it 
proposes to insert seven instead of ten or five. ‘ 
We could not exactly split the difference, saying 
seven and a half, but we came as near to it as we 
could, so that the Senate has cot rather the better 
of the bargain. 


Mr. THOMSON, of New Jersey. I under- 


| stand that the House of Representatives have 


already adopted the report of their committee, 
Mr. PRARCE. That is an additional reason 
why the Senate should agree to this report. I 
hope the Senate will concur in the report, which 
will put an end to the dispute. 
Mr. PUGH. Is the bill here or in the House? 
Mr. PEARCE. ‘The bill is in the House. 
Mr. PUGH. I merely wish to put in my pro- 
test against the Senate agreeing to the report of 


| any conference committee without fhe bill to which 


it relates. 

Mr. HUNTER. 
the House has acted. 

Mr. PUGH. 
bill, | have no objection to acting on it; but [ wish 
to put it on record that 1 protest against voting 
on bills that are not before the Senate,and I shall 
ask for the yeas and nays—not that I oppose the 
report, but that I think there ought to be some 
regularity In legislation, 

Mr. HUNTER. The papers will be here in 
a minute. 

Mr. PUGE I have no objection to action 
when the papers come; but I do object to voting 
on this report without the papers. 

Mr. HUNTER. 
and have the papers here in five minutes. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
is on concurring in the report of the committee. 
; The report was concurred in, 


A message was subsequently received fromthe | 


House of Representatives by Mr. ALLEN, its 


| Clerk, announcing that the House had agreed to 


the report of the committee of conference on the 
disagreeing votes of the two Houses, on the bill 
(H.R. No. 199) making appropriations for the 
naval service for the year.ending the 30th of June, 


1859. 
PENSION MONEYS. 


Mr. CLAY submitted the following resolution; | 


which was considered by unanimous consent, and 
agreed to: 


Resolved, That the President be, and he is hereby, re- | 
quested to communicate to the Senate, as soon after the 


commencement of the next session of Congress as possible, 
the amountof money paid for pensions in each of the States 


We are entitled to the bill; | 


When the House send us the | 


Wecan send to the House 


The question | 


and Tertitories since the commencement of the present | 
| Government, discriminating between the Army and Navy 


pensions; and that he also state the aggregate amount paid 
by the United States for pensions of both kinds in all the 


| States and Territories. 


| nearly as much as we have added; but we may | 


i 


LOAN BILL. 


A message from the House of Representatives, | 


by Mr. Aten, its Clerk, announced that the 
House had passed a bill (H. R. No. 582) toauthor- 
ize a loan not exceeding the sum of $15,000,000, 
in which the concurrence of the Senate was re- 
quested, 

The bill was read twice by its title: 

Mr. HUNTER. I would prefer that that bill 
should lie over till to-night, 1 cannot now believe 
that it will be necessary to add to it; but perhaps 
it may be. We want to see how much is added 
to the estimates by the action of Congress. L | 
think it will turn out that we have cut down | 


want to add to the loan. 
The PRESIDING OFFICE 


R, (Mr. Mason.) 
It will be laid aside. 





NANCY MAGILL. 


Mr. PUGH. I ask the Senate to indulge me 
in calling up a litte bill which I have deferred, 
because [ was waiting for the Senator from Vir- 
ginia. It is the bill (H. R. No. 345) for the relief 
of Nancy Magill, of Ohio, which was objected to 
the other day on some general ground. I move 
to take it up. 

The motion was agreed to; and the bill was 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. It pro- 
poses to place the name of Nancy Magill, widow 
of James Magill, of Ohio, on the pension roll, at 
the rate of eight dollars a month, for five years, 
commeneing March 4, 1858. 

Mr. CLAY. Is she the widow of a soldier? 

Mr. PUGH. Yes, sir. He was appointed 
lieutenant, and resigned because he was mortally 
wounded and could not serve. 

The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

COURTS IN MINNESOTA, 

Mr. BAYARD, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diary, to whom was referred the bill (S. No. 412) 
supplemental to an act for the admission of the 
State of Minnesota intothe Union, have instructed 
me to report it back with an amendment, It is 
merely to carry out the law under which Minne- 
sota was admitted, so as to define the times and 
places of holding the Federal courts in that State. 
| hope the bill will be considered now. It will 
not take two minutes. 

The bill was considered as in Committee of the 
Whole. The amendment of the Judiciary Com- 
mittee was to: strike out all after the enacting 
clause, and insert: 

That the judge of the district court for tlre district of Min- 
nesota shall hold a termof said court in each year at the fol- 
lowing places,to wit: At Preston, to commence on the first 
Monday in June, and at St. Paul, on the first Monday in Oc 
tober. The snid court shall be open at ali times for the pur 
pose of hearing and deciding cases of admiralty and mari- 
time jurisdiction, so far as the sanré can be done without a 
jury. The judge of the said court shall appoint a clerk for 
said district, who shall reside and keep the records and pa- 
pers of said courts at either of the places herein designated 
for the holding of said court, as the judge in his diseretion 
shall direct. 

The amendment was agreed to. The biil was 
reported tothe Senate as amended, and the amend - 
ment was concurred in. The bill was ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third 
timé, and passed. 


PROPOSITION FOR A RECESS. 


Mr. SLIDELL. I move that the Senate take 
a recess until half past six o’clock. There area 
number of committees of conference out engaged 
on the appropriation bills. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. 
Senator wul withdraw that motion. 

Mr. SLLOELL. It is impossible that we can 
do business with so small a Senate. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. There is 2 
motion pending to reconsider the vote postponing 
the homestead bill, and I desire toa say a few 
words on that question. I shall not oceupy the 
Senate longer than fifteen minutes. 

Mr. SLIDELL. I do not know that that is 
any particular inducement for me to withdraw 
my motion. I prefer to have the opportunity of 
taking a little refreshment. We shall be here jate 

to-night, and our time will be, perhaps, worse than 
| uselessly consumed if we remain here, continu- 
ously from this time forward. 

Mr. JOLINSON, of Tennessee. I think a mo- 
tion to reconsider is a privileged question, and as 
such, I call for the motion to which I have al- 
luded. 


Mr. FITZPATRICK. It is a privileged ques- 
tion to make the motion, not to consider it. 

Mr. JOLINSON, of Tennessee. I insist that 
itis a privileged question, and can be called up 
by the mover atany time. * 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair un- 
derstands that it is a privileged question to move 
a reconsideration, but afterwards it depends on 


the Senate to say whether they will consider the 
| motion. 


I hope the 
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Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. The motion 
can be called up at any time by the mover. What 
is before the Senate now but the motion to recon- 
ider, which | have called up? 

Mr. SLIDELL. 1 would ask if a motion to 
take a recess is not in the nature of a motion to 
adiourn, and is not of a higher order than a 
It strikes me in that 





motion to reconsider? 
heht. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. 
strike me so. 

Mr. CLAY. Atall events, when a motion to 
take a recess has been made, and is pending, it is 
certainly not in order to supersede it by another 
motion. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair so 
understands. 4 

Mr. FITZPATRICK _ I wish tospeak tothe 
motion for a recess. I think if there is any fit 
occasion on which we can dispose of a large quan- 
uty ofexecutive business in executive session it is 
now. [am as anxious as my friend from Louis- 
iana to indulge in some refreshment; but we are 
oll making all the speed we can for the purpose 
of closing the session on Monday, if possible. It 
is very well known to the Senate that our table 
is burdened with nominations, and in the race- 
horse speed that has characterized our movements 
for the last few days there has been no attention 
paid to the Calendar in executive session. I ask 
my friend to withdraw his motion, to enable me 
to move that we proceed to the consideration of 
executive business. It is well known that unless 
we do that now, and have a report between now 
and Monday morning,on some nominations, they 
will have to lie over, and even on Monday it will 
be in the power of any Senator to carry over all 
the nominations unless we take them up by con- 
sent. 

Mr. SLIDELL. I will with great cheerfulness 
accede to the request of the Senator from Alabama, 


It does not 


provided it be understood that we go into execu- | 


tive session merely for business to which there is 
no objection. and for the purpose of reference. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. That is what I de- 
signed 

Mr. SLIDELL. That will not take more than 
ten or fifteen minutes. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. No gentlemen 
have a right to make an agreement that we shall 
take up such business as they choose in executive 
session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Senators will 
allow the Chair to inquire whether the motion for 
a recess. is withdrawn ? 


Mr: SLIDELL. Yves, sir. 
EXECUTIVE SESSION. . 
Mr. FITZPATRICK. I move an executive 


session. 

The motion was agreed to; and, after some time 
spent in executive session, the doors were re- 
opened at fifteen minutes before five o’clock. 


NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 
Mr. PEARCE. 


of the Senate on the naval appropriation bill has, 
by some mistake, been incorrectly reported to the 
House of Representatives. The House has been 
notified that we receded from the amendment in 
relation to the Brooklyn navy-yard, whereas we 
not only receded from that, but from three other 
amendments. 
correct the error would be to send a message? to 
the House to inform them that the Senate receded 
from all these amendments. 

Mr. HUNTER. 
conference report to us as to these arnendments? 

Mr. PEARCE. Nothing as to these four 
amendments; because they had been receded from 
by the Senate. The first and fifth amendments 
had been receded from, I think, on the report of 
the first committee of conference; and the Senate 
afterwards receded from the second and third 
amendments. 

Mr. HUNTER. All thatis necessary to make 
it complete, Inasmuch as the report says nothin 
ofthe amendments from which we receded, woul 
be to send a message to the House that we did 
recede from those amendments. 

Mr PEARCE. So I supposed. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. If there be no ob- 
jection, the Chair will direct that to be done. The 
Chair hears no objection. 


THE C 


I understand that the action 


It seems to me, the proper way to | 


What did the committee of | 


| 


} 
i 


} 


] Mr. MASON, 
is instructed to have these experiments made, it | 


‘LOAN ‘BILL. 
Mr. HUNTER..: I find that we shall have to 


acton the loan bill atonce. I was not aware be- 
fore of the precise action which the House had 
taken. They intended to pass the precise bill 
which we passed; not choosing, I believe, that we 
should originate measures of this sort; but, owing 
to some of their rules of order, they moved to 
strike out the enacting clause; and the bill was 


passed as originally reported here, not as we 
amended it. My purpose is to We up and 
substitute our bill for it, which will be more ac- 


ceptable to them than their own; and if, after we 
ascertain the amount appropriated, it be necessary 
to add to the loan, we can do it then. I therefore 
ask that the bill be taken up. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair hears | 


no objection to taking up the bill. 

The bill (H. R. No. 582) was considered as in 
Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. HUNTER. I move,asa substitute for it, 
our own bill. Their bill, owing to a mistake, as 
I have mentioned, was passed as originally re- 
ported by us. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair hears 
no demands for the reading of the amendment at 
length. [** Oh, no.’’}. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, 
and the amendment was concurred in, and ordered 
to be engrossed, and the bill to be read a third 
time. ‘The bill was read the third time, and 
passed. 


SIGNAL LIGHTS. 


Mr. CLARK submitted the following resolu- | 


tion, and asked for its immediate consideration: 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be directed to 
cause the invention of Samuel Gardner, jr., for making sig- 

| nal lights on vessels at sea and in harbors, by electricity, 


to be te#ted; and that he report the result at the com- || 


mencement of the next session of Congress. 


The Senate, by unanimous consent, proceeded 
to consider the resolution, 

Mr. ALLEN, 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. KING. Is it a mere resolution of inquiry ? 

Mr. ALLEN. It is not merely a resolution of 
| inquiry, but it directs that experiments shall be 

made—to what extent we do not know. 


Mr. CLARK. One suggestion, I think, will || 
satisfy the Senator from Rhode Island. It is the | 


invention of the same gentleman who has put in 


the method of lighting the Serfate Chamber. He | 


has also a method of furnishing a light on a ship 
at sea. I have a letter from Lieutenant Maury, 
saying that he thinks it far exceeds anything he 


has known; and I dare say that in the vacation | 
, the Secretary of the Navy may make some test | 


of it, so that it may be known what it is. 
Mr. ALLEN. The experiments that are ap- 


plied to the ships, not only of this country, but || 


abroad, are innumerable.e 
Mr. CLARK. I have a letter from Lieuten- 


ant Maury saying that it is desirable this should || 


be tested. 


Mr. ALLEN. 


A number of such applications 


have been referred to the Committee on Naval || 
Affairs, and probably if the experiments were | 


carried out which have been presented to the com- 
mittee for the last six months they would cost 
$100,000. j 
Mr. CLARK. I do not suppose this will cost 
ow of any consequence. 
| Mr. ALLEN. — It will involve a considerable 
expenditure. 
M;. CLARK. 


I am sorry it should be de- 


| be made during the vacation. 
If the Secretary of the Navy 


| will involve an expenditure of money of the 
/amount of which we are uninformed. 

| ‘The motion to refer the resolution to the Com- 
| mittee on Naval Affairs was agreed to. 


JOHN HOLLAND. 


| On motion of Mr. Sesastian, the bill (H.R. 
| No. 631) granting an invalid pension to John Hol- 
_ land, of Arkansas, was considered as in Commit- 
| tee of the Whole. It proposes to grant him a 


pension of eight dollars a month during his life, 
| commencing December 14, 1857. 
| The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
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I move that the resoluti on be || 


lay<d, because it is desirable that this test should | 
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| REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr. CLAY, from the Committee on Pensions 

| to whom was referred the bill (H. R. No. 230) 

| for the relief of Mary Bennett, reported it without 
amendment, and that it ought not to pass. 

| Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, from the Com. 


‘| mittee on Printing, to whom was referred the 


| motion to print the letter of W. Reckyan Bey, 
| with his account of the dromedary, its treatment, 
and uses, reported the following resolution; which 
was considered by unanimous consent, and agreed 
ein. 

Resolved, That there be printed for the use of the Senate, 


|| in addition to the usual number, two thousand copies of the 


| letter of W. Reckyan Bey to Edward De Leon, Esq., consy| 
general of the United States, in Egypt, on the treamentand 
use of the dromedary. 


was referred a motion to print the report of the 
| Secretary of the Treasury relative to the fees 
or charges of the consul general for Canada, on 
|| goods imported into the United States, reported 
| in favor of the motion, and it was agreed to. 

| He also, from the same committee, to whom 
| was referred a motion to print the report of the 
| Secretary of the Navy relative to the cost of 
| building and repairing vessels of war, reperted 
in favor of the motion, and it was agreed to. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
| was referred a motion to print the message of the 
_ President in relation to the Isthmus of Tehuante- 
pec, reported in favor of printing the message, and 
the motion was agreed to. 

Mr. FITCH, from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, to whom was referred the 
joint resolution (H. R. No. 37) in regard to the 
carrying the United States mails from St. Joseph, 
Missouri, to Placerville, California, reported it 
| without amendment, and asked for its immediate 
consideration. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I object. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Objection being 
i| ony the joint resolution cannot now be consid- 
ered. 


| He also, from the same committee, to whom 
| 
| 


WILLIAM RANDOLPH. 


Mr. FOSTER. The Committee on Pensions 
to whom was referred the bill (H. R. No. 650) 
granting an invalid pension to William Randolph, 
have instructed me to report the same back with- 
‘| out amendment, and I beg leave to say a word 
| upon it. This petitioner is from the State of Ken- 

tucky. He is eighty-nine years old. He was 
injured in General Wayne’s tampaign in 1794. 
The bill proposes to give him four dollars a month 
from the 4th of May, of the present year. I hope 
| it will be passed without objection. 
1 By unanimous consent the bill was considered 
} 





as in Committee of the Whole, reported to the 
Senate, ordered to a third reading, read the third 
| time, and passed. , 


] POST OFFICE APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. GWIN, from the committee of conference 
|| on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses cn 
the bill (A. R. No. 556) making appropriations 
| for the service of the Post Office Department dur- 
| ing the fiscal year ending the 30th of June, 1859, 
|| reported that they had met the conferees on the 
| part of the House of Representatives, and that 
| the committee were unable to agree. He moved 
| that the Senate further insist on its amendments, 
and ask for another conference. , 
! 

| 





The motion was agreed to; and Mr. Toomss, 
Mr. Brown, and Mr. Cottamer were appointed 
conferees on the part of the Senate. 


COLLECTION OF THE REVENUE. 


On motion of Mr. GREEN, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to consider the fnowing resolution, sab- 
mitted by him on the 28th of May: 
| 


Resolwed, That the Secretary of the Treasury be requested 
to report to the Senate, at the commencement of the next 
session of Congress, a fall and eomplete list of all collection 
| districts for the collection of duties on imports; showing in 
, each district: 

1. The amount of revenue annually collected ; 

2. The amount expended for salaries of officers and em- 
ployés annually; and 

3. The amounts expended for custom-houses, or rents of 
offices, and warehouses. 

Also, that he state what custom-houses, or ports of entry 
or delivery, can be dispensed with, with a proper regard to 
economy and the seturity of the collection of the revenue, 

and seusintentiy with commercial interesis ; or what mod- 
ification of the laws are necessary for the public interests in 
relation to the collection of customs. 
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Mr. HAMLIN. I move to amend the resolu- | 
tion, by adding as an additional specification: 

4, The name of every person employed directly or indi- 
nctly, connected with the collection of the revenue either 
as officer or agent, and the amount of compensation paid to 
each, and the law under which such officer or agent was | 
appomted. 

Mr. GREEN. I accept the amendment. 

The resolution, as modified, was agreed to. 


WILLIAM HOWELL. 


Mr. BELL. I move that the Senate take up | 
the bill (H. R. No. 513) granting an invalid pen- 
sionto William Howell, of Tennessee. The Sen- 
ator from Georgia [Mr. Toomss] has examined | 








TH 


tt 


{ 


‘to Salem, which was intended to be simply a 
| wagon road; but the money only sufficed to make 





third time, and passed. 


OREGON MILITARY ROAD. 
Mr. DAVIS. I move to take up the bill (H. 


R. No. 56) making appropriation for the comple- 


tion of the military road from Astoria to Salem, 
}in Oregon Territory. 


Some money was appro- 
priated for the construction of a road from Astoria 


ita good wagon road for part of the way, and for 


| the rest of the route only a bridle path. 
appropriation now asked for is to make ita wagon 
Itis important || 


the report,and I take it that when he says the bill | 


js proper, no Senator will object to it. 
is very old, and unable to get a living. 

Mr. CLAY. Has the bill been referred to the | 
Committee on Pensions? 

Mr. BELL. Yes, sir, and reported favorably; | 
and the Senator from Georgia has, at my request, 
examined the case, and he says it is right. 

The motion was agreed to; and the bill was | 
considered as in Comnnittee of the Whole. 

It proposes to-direct the Secretary of the Interior 
to place the name of William Howell, of Tennes- 
see, on the invalid pension roll at the rate of eight | 
dollars a month, commencing February 23, 1858, 
and continuing during his natural life. 

The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. | 


MORDECAI'S AND DELAFIELD’S REPORTS. 


Mr. DAVIS, from the Committee on Military | 
Affairs and Militia, reported a joint resolution | 


(S. No. 53) directing the printing of certain re- 
yorts therein mentioned; which was read twice 
G unanimous consent, and considered as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole. 

It provides for the publication, for the use of 
the Army and militia, of ten thousand copies of 
the reports of Major Delafield and Major Mor- 
decai, of the United States Army, on the state of 
military organization, fortification, and ordmance, 
as observed by them in the States of Europe 
during the campaign in the Crimea, and appro- 


priates for this purpose $43,500, to be expended | 


under the directson pf the Secretary of War. 

The joint resolution was reported to the Ser- 
ate, ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, 
read the third time, and passed. 


JOSEPH WEBB. | 


Mr. CLAY. 


Mt. HAMLIN. hope the Senator will not 


object. Allow me to state the case. The bill has | 


passed the House of Representatives, and the 


Senate committee have considered it and reported | 


itunanimously. The invalid is now in the posses- 
sion of a pension of six dollarsa month. By two 
as eminent surgeons as there are in the State of 
Maine it is certified that his disability is total; 
and this bill proposes to make his pension eight 
dollars a month for total disability. 

Mr. CLAY. I withdraw the objection to that; 
but I will object to all other pension bills this | 
year. 

The motion to take up the bill was agreed to; 
and it was considered as in Committee of the 
Whole. It proposes to increase Joseph Webb's 
pean from six to eight dollars a month, from 

anuary 1, 1852. 

Mr. CLAY. I must object.to that. It violates 
an established principle of the committee of which | 
lam a member; and the Senator from Maine is | 
mistaken in saying this bill is reported unani- 
mously by the committee. It goes back to 1852. | 
Boe not understand for what reason it relates 

ack. 
Mr. HAMLIN. I will state to the Senator the | 
reason. It is because the invalid then petitioned 
Congress for the increase, and the committee re- 
ported in favor of it; and the bill was passed 
through one House at that time. It is adopting 
the rule applied at the Department, that the pen- 
sion shall commence from the time when the evi- 
dence is complete. In this case it was complete 
at the time named in the bill. That has been the 
rule of the committee, and fofty bills have been 
passed on the same principle. 





The man | ; : ; 
{}on the Columbia river, the Willamette valley, 


containing the great bulk of the population of 
Oregon at this time, as it probably ever will, 


| 
I object. 


j 

| 
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| 


| T. Barnard, on the files of the Senate, be referred to the 


The 


road from one place to the other. 


in several relations. If anenemy were to appear 


would be compelled to furnish troops for the de- 
fense of Astoria and the mouth of the Columbia. 
indian depredations may be committed in the val- 
ley of the Willamette, and they rely on Astoria 
for arms and supplies. During a large portion 
of the year they cannotsend by water on account 
of ice and other obstacles, and they are compelled 
therefore to go byland. This road is direct from 
one point to the other, cutting off the great elbow 
which is made by the two rivers, and is deemed 
of great importance for military and territorial 

urposes, whether we look to defense against the 

ndians or a foreign foe on theexterior. Thisis 
the only one of this class of bills, of the number 
before them, on which the committee have acted 
favorably, except in regard to one other road, for 


| which they put an amendment on an appropria- 


tion bill—a road west from Arkansas. I move to 


take up this bill, and | hope there will be no objec- 
tion to it. 


The motion was agreed to; and the bill was 
considered, as in Committee of the Whole. 

It proposes to appropriate $30,000, to be ex- 
pended under the direction of the Secretary of 


War. 
The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN. 
On motion of Mr. FITCH, it was 
Ordered, That the papers in the case of C. Alexander and 
Court of Claims. 


On motion of Mr. WRIGHT, it was 


her petitions and papers. 
MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. Aten, its Clerk, announced that the 
House had passed the bill of the Senate (S. No. 
424) for the relief of Georgiana M. Lewis. 


DES MOINES LAND GRANT. 


Mr. JONES. I ask the Senate to do me the 
favor to take up the bill (S.No. 386) reported 
from the Committee on Public Lands, to amend 
** An act granting lands to the Territory of lowa 
to aid in the improvement of the Des Moines river 
in said Territory.” 


Mr. GREEN. I object to that. You cannot 


|| pass that bill at this hour, 


Mr. JONES. It does not ask for an acre of 


| land or a cent of money, but proposes merely to 


| 
| 
} 


| 
| 


| Alabama what the case is. 


| 
| 


|| river; but it has been ascertained satisfactorily to | 


|| divert a grant of land made to the State of Lowa 
\| 


|| and allow it to be applied to the construction of a 
|| railroad which is being made. 


for the construction of a canal from that purpose, 


Mr. CLAY. Is there any report on the sub- 


ject? | 


Mr. JONES. 


eT es. or not. 
d 


r. CLAY. If there is, I should like to hear | 


; 
Mr.STUART. Ican state to the Senator from | 

There wasa peat of | 
land made for the improvement of the Des Moines | 


it 
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amendment, ordered to a third reading, read the || Mr.STUART. The effect is to allow the di- 
\| version of the land from the improvement of the 


river to the construction of a railroad, provided it 
creates no addition-to the amount, hor in anywise 
affects the construction of the grant. The bill 
raises the single question whether the land shall 
be diverted from that purpose to the construcuon 
of a railroad, that is all. 


Mr. GREEN. Itinvolves other things. When 


|| the grant was made, it was for the purpose of im- 


roving the navigation of the Des Moines river. 

he Deg Moines river is the common boundary 
between the States of Missouri and lowafor about 
forty miles. The grant was supposed to benefit 
Missouri as much as Iowa to the extent of the 
forty miles. They made their contracts, com- 
menced their work, and prosecuted it. They now 
owe large sums ¢o the contractors who undertook 
the work on the faith of the lands; and if they can 
divert the proceeds of the lands, they will notonly 
violate public faith to Missouri, disappoint public 
expectation with regard to the improvement, but 
they will violate their contracts to their contract- 
ors who have done the work. The diversion ought 
not to be made. It is sought by a local influence 
for the benefit of the town of Keokuk, and not the 


| public. The river Des Moines enters the Missis- 


sippi river about four and a half or five miles be- 


| low the town of Keokuk; and it is found that the 
| completion of the work according to the contract, 


|| and according to the terms of the grant, will take 


| the trade of the rich valley of the Des Moines 


| away from Keokuk. 


They are determined to 
force it to Keokuk, and, to accomplish that end, 


to abandon the improvement of the Des Moines 
| river; and, instead of improving the Des Moines 


according to the terms of the grant, to make a rail- 


| road by which they can carry the trade to the city 
| of Keokuk, and prevent it coming down the Des 


Moines. 


Mr. CLAY. With the consent of the Senator 


| from Missouri, I rise to move that the Senate take 
| a recess until seven o’clock. We shall be obliged 


| to sit here to-night until a late hour. The House 
| has taken a recess. 


Mr. BENJAMIN. I would suggest to the Sen- 
ator from lowa that we cannot let his bill pass; 
and, therefore, he ought not to insist upon it. 

Mr. JONES. lam very confident that if the 
Senator from Louisiana, or any Senator in this 
body knew the whole case, he would not object, 


| except, perhaps, the Senator from Missouri and 


pe i | his colleague, and | do not believe his colleague 
Ordered, That Catharine Keller have leave to withdraw || 


would object if he were here, or if he did, it would 
at all events, be against the wishes of the city of 


| St. Louis. 


| 


Mr. GREEN. I know all about it. 

Mr. JONES. I know all about it myself. 

Mr. GREEN. I have yielded the floor for the 
motion for a recess. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Senator 
from lowa yield his motion? 

Mr. JONES. No, sir. 

Mr. CLAY. I had the floor by the consent of 
the Senator from Missouri, and moved to take a 
recess. 

Mr. JONES. Iam willing to allowa recess to 
be taken, but [ cannot yield the bill. 

Mr. STUART. 1 desire, if it would suit the 
convenience of Senators, to fix the meeting at half 
an hour earlier than is proposed, for the reason 
that | wish the Senate to go into executive ses- 
sion. I am charged with twe reports which will 
consume considerable time of the Senate to dis- 
pose of in executive session. I only make the 
caggeaticn: [‘* Oh, no; seven o’clock.’’} Very 
well. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate took 
a recess until seven o’clock, 





EVENING SESSION. 
The Senate reassembled at seven o’clock, p.m. 
ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


A message from the House of Representatives 
by Mr. Aten, its Clerk, announced that the 


|| the committee that the land thus appropriated will || Speaker of the House had signed the following 


|| be useless. 


it 


| 
| 


There is a balance of it remaining, | 
and the object of the bill is to apply that balance | 
for the construction of a railroad in the vicinity. | 

Mr. GREEN. I object to the consideration of 
the bill. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The motion to take 


The bill was reported to the Senate without || it up is in order. 





enrolled bills; which were thereupon signed by 
the Vice President: 


- act for the relief of Georgiana M. Lewis; 
an 


An act for the relief of Nancy Magill, of Ohio. 
COMMITTEE REPORT. 
Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee to Audit 





a 


eee SLOAN 


se eceel Dee pi ie oes eo el 


2 ee ty el 


ee 
ae 


oo 


ee on eas 


eyfie 


~ 


ey 


an 


7 


ad 
- 


: + 
Se eine oe 
Ear ae Rs 


2996 


and Control the Contingent Expenses of the 
Senate, to whom was referred a resolution relative 
to the price to be allowed for binding the Con- 
vressional Globe and Appendix for the Thirty- 
Fourth Congress, submitted an adverse report; 
which was ordered to be printed. 


DES MOINES LAND GRANT. 


Mr. WADE. I move that the Senate take up 
llouse pont re solution No. 36. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will 
state to the Senator that there is a bill before the 
Senate, and a question a gS bill in relation 
to the grant of land to lowa for the improvement 
of the Des Moines river. 

Mr. WADE. I was not aware of that. 

Mr. GWIN. I hope that will be laid aside, as 
the gentlemen interested in it are nothere. There 
was a joint resolution reported to-day in connec- 
tion with a mail route to California. It is a mat- 
ter of great importance,and I hope it will be taken 
up. 

"The VICE PRESIDENT. There is a bill be- 
fore the Senate, and some disposiuon must be 
made of it. 

Mr. STUART. The bill under consideration 
is one which will be diseussed so much that I 
think it cannot pass at this session. I move, 
therefore, simply to postpone it. 

The motion was agreed to. 


WIDOWS’ HALF PAY. 
Mr. WADE. I now move to take up House 


joint resolution (No. 36) giving a construction to 
the second section of the act of February 3, 1853, 
‘¢to continue half pay to certain widows and or- 
phans.’”’ 

Mr. STUART. Itis obvious that that cannot 
pass at this session of Congress, | have in my 
drawer certain facts which I have had there for 
two years, and it would occupy, at least, an hour 
of two to present them; and FE know that there 
are other Senators who are disposed to go into.a 
very lengthy consideration of that quesuon. The 
whole subject was debated two years ago in the 
Senate on an appropriation bill; and, after a very 
lengthy debate, the Senate rejected a similar prop- 
osition, 

Mr. WADE. Iam very sorry to hear the gen- 
tleman say the bill shall not pass on account of 
any information he may have in regard to'it that 
has been on hand so long. I will not, at this time, 
go into the merits of the joint resolution; but I 
will say that, after the most elaborate and care- 
ful examination of the whole question before the 
Court of Claims, after counsel had been heard on 
both sides, that court came to the conclusion that 
the construction which is affirmed by this resolu- 
tion was just and legal. 

Mr. FOSTER. The Senator is a little mis- 
taken in saying that counsel were heard on both 
sides, for this reason: the solicitor of the United 
States, after hearing the argument on the other 
side, said he did not see that there was any an- 


sewer to it, and he declined to make an argument | 


or the part of the United States against the claim. 

Mr. WADE. ‘That was equivalent to a hear- 
ing; he examined it and gave it up. The solici- 
tor, avery good lawyer, a competent man, agreed 


THE CONGRESSIONAL 


upon this construction of the law, which, in my | 
judgment, is too plain for argument, and so did | 


the Court of Claims. The court gave several 
judgments, for there are a great many cases de- 
pending on the same construction, and that is the 
reason why, I suppose, the House of Represent- 


GLOBE. 


June ] 





2, 


There is a great number of widows whose rights |! to the law, by a very large vote, and sent it to the 


depend upon this construction of the law. I sup- | 
pese most of the members of this and the other | 


House have been applied to to present petitions 
for relief under the construction of the law which 
this resolation gives. They are old; they are fast 
passing away, and if we intend to give them the 


benefits of this law, we should do it now. They | 
Many of them are | 
This resolution is so care- | 


are all of them old ladies. 
dying off every year. 
fully worded that it does not apply to any but 
those who are living at this time, so that it will 
take no great sum out of the Treasury to adjust 
these claims. I hope there will be no factious op- 
position to the resolution, because it is in the 
power of one ortwo to putit over. | hope nosueh 
thing will be resorted to against the rights of these 
old ladies. 1 do not wish to argue the case. 
Mr. STUART. It was not, as the Senator from 
Ohio seems to suppose, from any factious dispo- 
sition in regard to this measure that | made the 
suggestion | did. ‘The paper to which I referred 
is a copy of a communication addressed by the 


Secretary of the Interior to the then Prestding | 


Officer of the Senate, dated February 25th, 1857, 
in response to a resolution of the Senate inquiring 
of him what amount of money would be required 
to answer the provisions of this measure, and he 


incloses a copy of a communication from the | 


Commissioner of Pensions, in which it is stated 
that it will require $1,187,500 to satisfy the re- 
quirements of this measure; and two years ago, 
or about that time, the Senator from Ohio who 
makes this motion moved to amend a general ap- 


propriation bill, by inserting an appropriation of | 


three hundred or three hundred and fifty thousand 
dollars to be applied to those cases. As I stated 
before, the subject was then elaborately discussed 


in the Senate, the decision of the Court of Claims |! 


was reviewed, and some of the best legal minds 
in the Senate came to the conclusion that an opin- 
ion of that character could net be sustained, and 
this body, after full discussion, voted down the 
amendment, thus signifying their sense in regard 
to the proposition. It was for that reason that I 
suggested that if a measure were now taken up, 
which, according to the statements of the Interior 
Department, appropriates $1,187,500, it would 
not probably be disposed of to-night. 

I remember that there was a great difference of 
opinion in regard td the law. TI recollect that my 
friend from Georgia, [Mr. Toomss,]and my friend 
from Missouri, [Mr. Green,] argued it, and, as 
I said, some of the ablest minds in the Senate 
came to the conclusion that the Court of Claims 
were incorrect. 
friend from Ohio, that it was in no factious spirit, 
and in no spirit of prophecy, that | suggested it 
would not be wise or judicious to seek to pass this 
bill to-night; that it was entirely out of the ques- 
tion. Ithink so, and therefore objected to taking 
itup. I believe the Senate may as well dispose 
of it on the motion to take it up, as in any other 
way. 


| with the facts of this case, and | do not propose 
to discuss them at all; but I wish to correct the 


_ and the Senate decided against this measure by a 
very decided vote. 
They are not as the Senator from Michignn sup- 


poses; but my colleague offered an amendment to | 


the pension appropriation bill, providing that this 
law should take effect precisely as this resolution 


atives, instead of passing a private bill foreach of") proposes, and the Senate adopted it by a vote of 


those cases, adopted the resolution under consid- 
eration, which gives a legislative construction to 
the act of 1853 conforming exactly to the decis- 
ion of the court. It was argued, deliberated upon 
by some of the most astute and I may say some 
of the most economical gentlemen of the other 
House. The resolution was most carefully drawn, 
I believe, by Mr. Jowes, of Tennessee, of that 
House, who is not very likely to give a very loose 
construction to any of these matters, and it passed 
that body by a vote of 140 to 30. It has received 
the sanction of the Committee on Claims of the 
Senate at a former Congress, and of the same 
committee unanimously at the present session, 
Without going further into the merits, I think 
there is a eae case against what the 
Senator from Michigan says is so plain that he 
supposes the resolution cannot possibly pass. 


ae ee 


| 


| 


two to one, after discussion, and sent it to the 
House of Representatives, where it was rejected 
on the ground that it was legislative matter at- 
tached to an appropriation bill, 

Mr. STUART. I recollect that I talked with 
my honorable friend from Maine about that matter; 
, and after our conversation the other day, I sent 
| for the Journals, and they were brought to my 
| desk, and what I say is true. It may not have 
| been two years ago; it may have been at the last 
| session; but certainly, either at the first or last 
| session of the last Congress, what I have stated 
| did take place. 

Mr. HAMLIN. What took place at the last 
session of Congress I am not familiar with; I 
was not here then. I was speaking of what took 
place two years ago, when, as I stated, the Senate 
adopted 2 amendment giving this construction 








I say, then, to my honorable | 


Mr. HAMLIN. I suppose the Senate is familiar || 


Senator from Michigan in a very material point. |, 
He says the matter was discussed two years ago, | 


Now, what are the facts? || 


House of Representatives. That House rejected 
it; it came back here and was discussed, and the 
Senator from Virginia, the chairman of the Finance 
Committee then and now, urged his objections to it 
upon the ground that it did not belong to that bill, 
that while it was right in itself, it ought to be jn 
a separate bill. Now the House of Representa. 
.tives have sent it to us as a separate bill. There 
are sixty or seventy cases now-on the Calendar 
of the House covered by its provisions, and it jg 
a question, | think, that ought to enter into its 
merits, whether we shal! dispose of the whole 
matter by a general provision of the law, or wade 
| through each case separately, They are all re. 
ported from the Court of Claims. The Court of 
Claims have adjudicated, have determined that 
this law does take effect in 1848. I drew the sec. 
tion of the law myself, and I know what | in- 
tended. I submitted it to the then Secretary of 
the Interior for his construction, and he told me 
/at the time that it would take effectin 1848. But 
/Lam not going to discuss the merits of the case 
now. 

One other fact, and that is as to the amount. 
| It would have taken about $1,100,000 to allow the 
five years’ half pay (from 1848 to 1853) to all these 
claimants originally; but I imagine that it will 
take little more than half thatsum now. In 1853, 
|| five years ago, the number was as stated in the 
|, communication to which the Senator from Mich- 
| igan has referred, but th®usands of them are dead 
now, and tif provisions of this resolution do not 
attach to any one of them who has died since 
_ the passage of the law, and therefore the amount 
required will be many thousands of dollars less 

than the estimate then made. 
| Mr. BAYARD. I have looked at this joint res- 
| olution this moment for the first time.. I do not 
|| know that I shall vote against it, and I agree with 
| the Senator from Maine that it is better to make 
|| a general provision like this than to act on each 
| particular case, especially as they ali depend upon 
|| the construction of a Jaw; but my objection is, 
'| that this sesolution, as I read it, refers to the de- 
| cision of the Court of Claims in the case of Jane 
|, Smith; and I do not know that the case of Jane 
Smith has been before the Senate atall. I can only 
say, for myself, that what the degision in the case 
is, | do not know; no document containing it has 
ever been given to me, and I have had no opportu- 
nity of examining it. | pass no opinion about it. | 
do not know whetherit is right or wrong; because, 
| though the law required that copies of the opinions 
of the Court of Claims should, in all cases, be de- 
livered toevery member of the Senate, I have never 
received one in a solitary case myself. I have had 
/no opportunity of examining into the question. 
|| [can pass no opinion upon the propriety either 
| of the individual case, or the class of cases in- 
cluded in this resolution. Under these cireum- 
| stances, | cannot be expected to vote in favor of 
|, a measure which is to pass $1,000,000 out of the 
| Treasury, without knowing whether there be some 
basis for itor not. If I had the opportunity to 
| examine it, the amount would not deter me from 
| voting for it if 1 conceived the measure right and 
proper: but | have had no opportunity to inform 
myself in regard to it. 

Mr. TOOMBS. This question was very fully 
argued at the last Congress, when we had time, 
| when a large number of this body Were not en- 
gaged in the necessary business of committees of 
conference, when we had many members present, 
and we decided that this measure ought not to 
pass; and we were much indebted to the argument 
of my honorable friend from Michigan [Mr. Stv- 
| ART] on that occasion. Then, after deliberate ar- 
_gument hy my friend from Ohio on the one side 
and my friend from Michigan, and others, on the 
other, the Senate said that this gratuity ought not 
to be extended. We ought not to attempt to pass 

such & measure on this Jast night of the session. 
| T esteem $1,250,000 as a matter of some conse- 
"quence to the Government, and I think we ought 
_not now to take up a measure which appropri- 
ates that sum, in opposition to the deliberate 
| judgment of the Senate, heretofore expressed. As 
| far as I am concerned, if the measure is taken up, 

I want to be fully heard on it. We ought to post- 

pone it until the next session. It is a gratuity; 
| nobody has any right to it. I know we are all 
paaees for not attending to just claims on our 
bounty; that is, the claims of those who ask us 
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| 
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to give them ama public Treasury, 
liberate ly. Before this is done, I desire to be heard 
at length on the measure. I think it is wrong to 
ask the Seuate to take it up now, whether they 
» for it or against it, to take it up on Saturday 
ight a few hours before the adjournment; and es- 
pecially it is wrong when the Senate have hereto- 
fore expressed their judgment deliberately against 
the proposition. It must not be done. 

Mr. FOSTER. I hope the joint resolution will 
be taken up; and notwithstanding the assertion 
of the Senator from Georgia that it is a gratuity, 
I submit that it is nota gratuity. We passed a 
law in 1853, under which law persons have gone 
to the Court of Claims, and have got a decision 
that they are entitled to a certain amount of money 
The Department having previously given a con- 
struction contrary to that decision, adhere to their 
construction, and will not pay the money. ‘This 
resolution proposes simply to give a construction 
to the act we passed, and which the Court of 
Claims has decided to be the legal construction 
of the act, but yet the parties cannot obtain their 
rights under it. 


Let usact de- 


Mr. TOOMBS. Rights! 
*Mr. FOSTER, I say rights, certainly. I say 


so because | have the authority of a court of law 
constituted by the Legislature of the United States 
competent to decide that question, and they have 
decided it. 

Mr. TOOMBS. Did you go for David Myerle’s 
claim? 

Mr. FOSTER. Ido not now remember, but 
J am inclined to think that I did vote for the bill 
for the relief of David Myerle. 

Mr. TOOMBS. The court decided against 
him. 

Mr. FOSTER. If it were so, it would be no 
reason why I, acting in my legislative capacity, 
should not vote for it if | saw good reason to vote 
for it; but I submit that it is a reason why the 
honorable Senator, lawyer though he be of great 
eminence, should yield his opinion to a court of 
law of the United States, made, by the act creating 
them competent to decide a legal que stion. Grant. 
ing that a comparison of the members of that 
court with the honorable Senator would be very 
much in his favorand against them, still they form 
the court to whom the power of decision is given. 
Now the question is whether we, after having 
passed a law, will assume to ourselves the right 
to give a judic ial construction to it as against the 
decision of a competent court of law.. Do we not 
create a despotism in this Government, if, making 
a law, we afterwards reserve the right to give a 
construction to it as against the courts? for that 
is the question here. ‘The Court of Claims have 
decided upon the meaning of this law, and we say 
they are mistaken. Now I submit, that after we 
have created acourtof law, we ought to be bound 
by their decisions, at least as legislators, and not 
to take out of their hands the construction of a 
statute of the United States upon which they have 
passed. We have made it; that was our appro- 
priate function. It is the function of the courts 
to give a construction to it; and when they have 


| may go on afterwards. 
| tion I did not know 


given a construction, if we undertake to correct | 


their etrors, and to give a construction contrary 
to theirs, | say we assume, in addition to our 
constitutional legislative powers, judicial powers 
which cannot and do not belong tous. I hope 
we shall take up the resotution and pass it. 

Mr, STUART. Mr. President 

Mr. HAMMOND. I wish to make a report 
from a conference committee. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is on 
the motion of the Senator from Ohio to take up 
the joint.resolution named by him. 

Mr. STUART. The report of a committee of 
conference is a privileged question. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair sup- 
poses the question before the Senate to be the 
mouon to take up this joint resolution. 

Mr. STUART. 1 think the report of a com- 





mittee of conference has always been considered , 


privileg ved, 

Mr. “HAMLIN. Not at all; 
received by general consent. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair is not 
aware of any rule which gives a conference re- 
porta preference over the pending motion. By 
ger 4 consent, however, the report may be re- 
ceived, 


Mr. STUART. 


but it has been 


If the Senate will give unan- | 


| the end of the third line of said ainendment, 
| word * five’? 
| insert the word 


imous consent to hear the report, | shall be very 
glad to do it myself. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Is unanimous con- 
sent giver to receive the report of the conference 
committee ? 

Mr. TOOMBS. Noa, sir. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
is on the motion of the 
up the resolution named by him. 

Mr. STUART. 1am really at aloss. I want 
this report made, and | suppose the whole Senate 
Ll have a communication before me which 
shows all the facts in regard to.this resolution, 
and itis a very able exposition of it, and I want 
to say se:aething in reply to the honorable Sena- 
tor frors Connecticut im respect to his ideas about 
the Court of Claims. 4 

‘ir. TOOMBS. If my friend from Mbichigan 
wants to make a speech, | withdraw my objec- 
tion to receiving the conference report, so that he 
When I made the objec- 
that he wished to make a 


Then the question 
Senator from Ohio to take 


does. 


speech. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. If there be no ob- 
jection, the report of the committee of conference 
will be received. ‘The Chair hears none. 
MAIL 
HAMMON 


STEAMER BILL. 


(D submitted the following re- 


Mr. 
port: 


The committee of conference on the disagreeing votes of 
the two Houses on the bill (H.R. No. 558) making appro- 
priations forthe transportation of the United States mail by 
ocean steamers and otherwise during the fiscal year ending 
the 30th of June, 1859, having met, have, after full and free 
couference, agreed to recommend, and do recommend, to 
their respective Houses as follows : 

That the Senate do recede from its first amendment. 

That the House recede from its non-concurrence in the 
third amendment of the Senate, and concur in said amend 
ment with amendments as follows: insert the word “* new” 
between the word *‘ other’? and the word ‘ contract’? at 
Strike out the 
in the fifth line of said third amendment, and 
“two” in lieu thereof; and add at the end 
of the said amendment the words “ nor for any other com- 


|} pensation than the sea and inland postages on the mails so 


transported.”’ 
That the House recede from its non-concurrence in the 
fourth amendment of the Senate. 
That the Senate recede from its fifth amendment. 
J. 1. HAMMOND, 
S.R. MALLORY, 


e JOHN P. HALE, 
Managers on the part of the Senate. 
2p D. EOSICKLES, 


M. Rk. H. GARNETT, 

JOHN C. KUNKEL, 
Managers on the part of the House. 
Mr. HAMMOND. I suppose some explana- 
tion of the report is necessary. The first amend- 
ment to this bill was to authorize 





the Postmaster | 


General to allow a change in the terminus of the | 


route of the Collins line, so that their vessels 


| might go to Southampton instead of Liverpool. 
| From that amendment the committee of confer- 


ence 


| amendment is altered. 


recommend that the Senate recede. The 
second amendment was not touched. The third 
In its original form it pro- 
vided that the Postmaster General should not 
make a contract for ocean mail service for a longer 
period than five years; and it has been modified 
to read that he shall make no such new contract 


| for a period longer than two years, nor for a 


| ages, sea and inland. 


greater amount of compensation than the post- 
The fourth amendment in 


| which the House did not concur, provided that 


| the Postmaster General should be 


authorized to 


| make contracts for carrying the mail by sea for 


the amount of the postages: in the case of a for- 
eign vessel for the amountof the foreign postages, 
and i in the case of an American vessel for the for- 


| eign and inland postages, but in all cases to give 


a preference to an American vessel unless it should 


| sail ata period later than three days from the for- 


eign vessel. In that amendment, made by the 
Senate, in which the House did not concur, the 


| committee recommend that the House shall con- 


| cur. 


The other amendment was nothing buta 
repetition of that, amounting to very little, and 
the committee propose thatthe Senate recede from 
it. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I move to concur in the re- 
port. I think it is a very good report, 

The report was concurre ed in. 


A subsequent message from the House of Rep- | 


resentatives, by Mr, Auven, its Clerk, announced 
that the House had concurred in the report of the 


committee of conference on the disagreeing votes |' 
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‘of the two Honses on the bill (H.R. No, 558) 
making appropriations for the transportation of 
the Unite i Btates mail by ocean steamers and oth- 
erwise, during the fiscal year ending the 30th of 
June, 1859. 

ENROELED BILL SIGNED. 


A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. Auten, its Clerk, announced that the 
Speaker had signed an enrolled bill (H. R. No. 
199) making appropriations for the naval service 
for the year ending the 30th of June, 1859; and 
it was signed by the Vice President. 


SAN FRANCISCO POST OFFICE. 


Tie VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 
ate a report of the Postmaster General, commu- 
nicating, in compliance with a resolution of the 
Senate of the ]0th instant, certain papers relative 
to alleged violations of law and malfeasance in 
office on the part of the postmaster at San Fran- 
e1sco. 

Mr. BRODERICK. In accordance with a sug- 
gestion of the chairman of the Post Office Com- 
mittee, | move that the communication be printed; 
and let the motion go to the Committee on Print- 
ing. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The motion will be 
referred to the Committee on Printing. 

Mr. BIGLER. I move that the communication 
be referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. 

Mr. BRODERICK. 1 have no objection. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, from the Com- 
mittee on Printing, reported in favor of the mo- 
tion to print the communication of the Postmas- 
ter General; and the motion was agreed to. 

POST OFFICE REGULATIONS. 

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 

ate a report of the Postmaster General, communi- 

cating, in compliance with a resolution of the 
Senate of the 11th instant, information respecting 
the purchase and distribution of certain books of 
regulations by the Post Office Department; which 


was ordered to lie on the table. 
ORDER OF BUSINESS—WIDOWS ” HALF PAY. 
Mr. GWIN. 1! should like to have the Senate 


take up a joint resolution from the House in re- 
gard to carrying the mail to California, 

Mr. HAMLIN. What has become of the mo- 
tion submitted by the Senator from Ohio, [Mr. 
Wape?] It was passed over to receive the re- 
port of the committee of conference on the mai. 
steamer bill. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Ohio yielded the floor, and by unanimous consent 
the conference report was received. The Senator 
from Ohio has not since addressed the Chair, and 
the Senator from California is now entitled to the 
floor. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I would inquire whether the 
motion of the Senator from Ohio was yielded for 
any purpose except to receive the report of the 
conference committee; and is not that motion now 
before the Senate, the conference report having 
been disposed of? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair thinks 
not. He would have been happy to recognize the 
Senator if he had risen. 

Mr. HAMLIN. He is out on a conference 
committee. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will re- 
cognize him when he’ comes in, if he endeavars to 
obtain the floor. 

Mr. HAMLIN. But the motion was before 
the Senate; and it has not been disposed of. It 
was the Senator from Michigan who yielded the 
floor to the Senator from South Carolina to make 
his report. The Senator from Michigan was on 
the floor, and was in the act of speaking. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. he Chair will 
state that, on calling to mind what oceurred, the 
motion of the Senator from Ohio was before the 
Senate; and, by unanimous consent, the floor was 
yielded to the Senator from South Carolina to 
make a report from a committee of conference, 
That report having been disposed of, the Senate 


* recurs to the motion of the Senator from Ohio to 


take up the resolution which he named; and on 
that motion the Senator from Michigan has the 
floor. 


Mr. STUART. lam desirous that there should 
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be an executive session; and I think it important events, I shall insist on the right of discussing it. 


that we sliould have one. I intimated it before 
the Senate took the recess. 

Mr. GWIN. I hope we shall attend first to 
legislative business. 

Mr. STUART. I feel it inctmbent on me to 
move that the Senate proceed to the consideration 
of executive business. 

Mr. GWIN. There is a question before the 
Senate; and that motion cannot be made until the 
pending question is disposed of. 

Mr. STUART. It has always been held that | 
a motion for executive session is like a motion to 
adjourn, and is always in order. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair thinks, | 
indeed he knows, that, during this session, a mo- | 
tion to proceed to consider executive business has 


been held to be always in order. . i] 


Mr. COLLAMER. I suppose that motion is 
& question which may be discussed, 

Mr. STUART. No, sir; a motion to go into 
executive session is not a debatable question. 

Mr. COLLAMER. Then if a mouon is made 
to go into executive session every man is gagged. | 

Mr. STUART. You cannot discuss in open 
session the necessity for going into executive ses- 
Bion. 

Mr. COLLAMER. I merely wish to say that | 
we have appropriation bills yet unpassed upon; 
and if we now go into executive session for the | 
evening, we cannot finish our legislation. 

Mr. STUART. At the request of several Sen- 
ators, | withdraw the motion; but, in my judg- 
ment, we ought to have an executive session. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is on | 
the motion to take up the joint resolution indi- 
cated by the Senator from Ohio, [Mr. Wape.} 

The motion was not agreed to. 


MAILS TO CALIFORNIA. 

Mr. GWIN. I now move to take up the House 
joint resolution (No. 37) in regard to carrying the 
United States mail from St. Joseph, Missouri, to 
Placerville, in California. 

On a division being called for, thirteen Senators 
voted in favor of the motion. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
agreed to. 

Mr. BRODERICK. I think the question had 
better be stated again. It is an important mat- 
ter. J ask for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will 
again put the quesuon. 

The question being put; the motion was not 
agreed to. 


The motion is net 


FLORIDA CLAIMS. 
Mr. MALLORY. I made an attempt a few 


mornings ago to call the attention of the Senate 
to the bill (S. No. 373) declaratory of the acts for 
carrying into effect the ninth article of the treaty 
of 1819 between the United States and Spain. I 
explained at that time what the character of the 
bil: was,and | now move to take it up for consid- 
eration. Ido not propose to discuss it to the ex- 
clusion of legislation on the appropriation bills, 
but I should like to have the sense of the Senate 
upon it. 
Mr. BAYARD. The bill which it is now pro- 
osed to take up is one which will necessarily 
oe to a long discussion. It involves the ques- 
tion of interest on the Florida claims. It bas been 
before the Senate repeatedly, and it was rejected 
by a vote of, | think, seven to one on the last oc- 
casion when it was here. The Court of Claims 
have decided against the legality of the allowance, 
if | understand their decision rightly. The case 
involves many questions, and the principal one is 
whether the law of 1834 overruled the former de- 
cision of the Secretary of the Treasury, so as to 
declare that the interest was within the treaty, or 
whether the allowance was a mere gratuity, and 
whether, under all the circumstances, interest 
ought to be allowed. The amount involved is 
somewhere between a million and a million and a 
half doliars. ‘The bill cannot be passed without 
discussion, It was before the Senate in former 
times, when many gentlemen who are not now 
here were members of the Senate. On the last 
oceasion when it was before us, it was rejected by 
a moat decisive vote, at least seven to one. Ihave 
not seen the opinion of the Court of Claims in full 
on the whole merits of the case, but my former | 
impressions were against the claim, and, at all | 
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Iam very sure itought not to be taken up in this | 
way. 
Mr. MALLORY. I will occupy theattention 

of the Senate but a moment in reply to the Sen- 
ator from Delaware, if I can get the ear of the 
Senate, which I perceive to be a very difficult 
matter. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair must 
appeal to the Senate to preserve order, and have 
less confusion in the Chamber. The Chair will 
not recognize any Senator while the conversation 
is so general. 
Mr. MALLORY. This bill was reported from 
the Committee on Claims upon the 17th of May, | 
and last week I drew the attention of Senators to 
it, and asked them to consider the report made 
by the ®enator from New Hampshire, [Mr. 
| CLarK,] M favor of the bill. It is evident that, 
| unless it be taken up now, the session will pass by 
without its consideration. It is not my purpose | 
now to make a debate upon the merits of the bill. 
The Senator from Delaware has truly stated its | 
character. It is to allow interest on the Florida | 
claims. It is, in other words, to redeem the | 
plighted faith of the country under the Florida 
treaty. It is to meet the complaints of a foreign 
nation to whom the faith of thiscountry is pledged. | 
| IT will not detain the Senate, because gentlemen 
| who wish to discuss the bill can do so after it | 
shall have been taken up. I ask for the yeas and 
nays on the motion to take it up. 


The motion was not agreed to. 


| 
1 The yeas and nays were notordered. ~* 
| 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


|| Mr. PEARCE, from the Committee on the Li- 


brary, to whom the subject was referred, sub- 
mitted a report, accompanied by a bill (S. No. 


1 456) to furnish the Court of Claims with law 


| books and congressional documents. 
| ‘The bill was read and passed to a second read- 
| ing, and the report was ordered to be printed. 
He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the joint resolution (S. No, 44) to 


grant to the judges and solicitor of the Court of || 


| Claims the use of the Congressional Library, and 
for other purposes, asked to be discharged from 
its further consideration; which was agreed to; 
the bill reported by the committee being c@sid- 
ered as a substHute for the joint resolution. 
Mr. BENJAMIN, from the Committee on 
Private Land Claims, to whom was referred the 
petition of Henry M. Fleury and others, sub- 
mitted a report, accompanied by a bill for the | 
relief of Henry M. Fleary, of Louisiana. The 
bill was read and passed to a second reading, and 
the report was ordered to be printed. 


POST OFFICE APPROPRIATION BILL. 


A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. Auuen, its Clerk, announced that the 
House had further insisted on its disagreement 
to the amendments of the Senate to the bill (H. 
R. No. 556) making appropriations for the service 
of the Post Office Department for the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 1859, agreed to the further con- 
ference asked by the Senate on the disagreeing | 
votes of the two Houses thereon, and had ap- | 
pointed Mr. Henry M. Puaiturps, Mr. Joun M. 
Woop, and Mr. Wituiam W. Boyce conferees 
on its part. A subsequent message announced | 

that Mr. Jonnw V. Wricut had been appointed | 

in the place of Mr. Boycr. 

POST ROUTE BILL. 

The message further announced that the House | 

of Representatives had concurred in the amend- 

| ment of the Senate to the bill (H. R. No. 585) to 
| establish certain post roads. 


SEATS IN THE NEW HALL. | 
| Mr. IVERSON. I offer a resolution which | 


affects every member of this body: 


| Whereas, it is expected that the Senate will occupy the | 
new Hall preparing for its use, at the next session, to pre- | 

vent confusion in the assigament of seats therein, be it | 
| Resolved, That the choice of seats therein shall be de- | 
| 





termined and regulated as follows: The Senators shall be | 
divided into three equal classes. The first class shall con- 
| sist of those who have been longest in continual service in | 
| the Senate, who shall first draw for choice of seats amongst | 
| themselves. The second class shali consist of those who | 
| have served coutinuously for the next longest term in the | 
Senate, who shall draw for choice of seats amongst them- | 
selves. ‘The remaining number shall draw for choice ot | 
seats among themselves. And in each case the drawing 
shail be conducted in the usual manner. 





June 12, 


Fel 








I ask for the present consideration of the reso- 
ution. 
Mr. HALE, Mr. POLK, and others, objected, 
The VICE PRESIDENT. Objection being 
made, the resolution must lie over. 


ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


A message from the House of Representatives 
announced that the Speaker had signed the fol- 
lowing enrolled bills; which were thereupon 
signed by the Vice President: ; 

An act granting an invalid pension to William 
Randolph; 

An act granting an invalid pension to John 
Holland, of Arkansas; 

An act granting an invalid pension to William 
Howell, of Tennessee; and 

An act making an appropriation for the com- 
pletion of the military road from Astoria to Salem, 
in Oregon Territory. 


CAPTORS OF THE BRIG CALEDONIA. 


Mr. BELL. I desire to call the attention of 
the Senate to House bill No. 218. It is a private 
bill which has been twice reached on the Calen- 
dar, but was objected to, and of course went over 
under the ;ale adopted that no bill should be eon- 
sidered to which any member objected. The 
Senator from Louisiana [Mr, Suipexr] objected 
to it upon both occasions, but since he made the 
last objection he has told me that he had an 
/amendment prepared which would remove the 


‘| objection, and I think the bill may as well be 


taken up now; for there will be no time occupied 
in its discussion, because the principle on which it 
| rests is well known. It is a proposition founded 
| upon the usage of the Governmentin such cases. 
3y some unaccountable omission on the part of 
Congress, the capture of the British brig Cale- 
donia in the war of 1812, was not noticed at the 
time, although the officer who commanded the 
Detroit, a brig that was captured at the same time, 
was not only distinguished by a medal, but shared 
in the benefit of an appropriation of the supposed 
value of the brig. ‘The Caledonia was captured 
by General Towson, and his gallant comrades, 
whocontrary to an order of the naval commander 
took the responsibility of preserving her from the 
flames, which he was ordered to communicate to 
her, and she performed distinguished service in 
the battle of Erie subsequently under Commodore 
Perry. I hope the honorable Senator from Lou- 
isiana will respond to the statement I have made 
on the subject. ; 

Mr. SLIDELL. I did object to this bill; and 
I am notentirely satisfied with its principles. I 
informed the Senator from Tennessee, however, 
that if certain amendments were made, I should 
interpose no objection to its passage. It was dis- 
cussed in a full meeting of the Naval Committee, 
and | believe all the members assented to the 
amendments which I proposed; but it was not 
thought necessary to have the bill recommitted, 
and with the understanding that the amendments 
will be accepted, I have no objection to the con- 
sideration of the bill. If they be not accepted, it 
will probably lead to a protracted debate. With 
the understanding that the amendments I have 
already shown to the Senator from Tennessee 
shall be admitted, I consent to the bill being taken 


up. - 

Mr. BELL. Very well. 

The motion was agreed to; and the bill (H.R. 
No. 218) for the benefit of the captors of the 
British brig Caledonia, in the war of 1812, was 
considered, as in Committee ef the Whole. 

It provides for the payment of $25,000 to the 
captors of the British brig Caledonia, on the 8th 
of October, 1812, on tne Niagara river, near Fort 
Erie, or to their legal representatives. “The pay- 
ment is to be made to the legal representatives of 
the late Captain Jesse D. Elliott, to the legal rep- 
resentatives of the late General Nathan Towson, 
then a captain of artillery, and to the officers and 
men engaged in the capiure, or their legal repre- 
sentatives, in such proportion as each may be 
found to be entitled to, according to the usages of 


the naval service. 
I- rise, Mr. President, to do 








Mr. HAYNE. ' 
justice to two distinguished soldiers, and to their 
families now alive. I am minutely acquainted 
with all the circumstances of this ease. I was 


myself in Sackett’s Harbor, and this trans- 
action occurred immediately after the battle of 
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Sackett’ 8 Eaaber, It was a gallant and noble | 
deed. Never was there an act more opportune. | 
[t occurred at a time when there was nothing to | 
grace our trials on the lakes. It was the wave 
that moved forward to the glories that were sub- 
sequently consummated on the lakes by our dis- 
tinguished commander, Commodore Oliver Perry. 
This capture was consummated with great gal- 
lantry. The claim has been long pending, and I 
think itis just. In addition to that, some of the 
members of the families concerned are in great 
overty, particularly the family of Commodore 

Slliott. Where is there a gallant man who would 
be so recreant to courage and justice and every- 
thing else, as to refuse to do what is proper in 
regard to the wife and children of such a man, 
very much reduced by poverty ? 
claim, and a small one; and I hope Senators will 
not deny them this small boon. I shall vote for 
the bill with all my heart. 

Mr.SLIDELL. My amendmentisin the eighth 
line, to strike out the words *‘ or to their legal 
representatives;’’ in line nine, to strike out the 
words ** legal representatives,’’ and insert ** wid- 
ow;’’ in line ten, to strike out ** legal represent- 
atives,’’ and insert *‘ child,’’ and .in lines twelve 
and thirteen, strike out “ or their legal represent- 
atives;’’ so as to make the bill read: 

Be it enacted, §c., That the Secretary of the Treasury be, 
and he is hereby, authorized to pay, out of any money in 
the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, the sum of $25,000 
to the captors of the British brig Caledonia, ou the 8th of 
October, 1812, on the Niagara river, near Fort Erie. The 
payment to be made to the widow of the late Captain Jesse 
D. Elliott, tothe child of the late General Nathan ‘Towson, 
then a captain of artillery,and to the officers and men en- 
@aged in the capture aforesaid, in such proportions as each 


may be found to be entitled to, according to the usages of the 
naval service. 


The amendments were agreed to. 


Mr. BAYARD. It is an ungracious and un- 
pleasant task to object to a bill of this characte ry 
connected®as it is with the past history of the 
country, and services which one is not disposed to 
deny; but I have read the report accompanying 
this bill, and | confess it does not satisfy me. The 
difficulty fs to account for the lapse of time; for 
Congress was exceedimg liberal in reference to 
acts of gallantry connected with the war of 1812, 
and there are some facts which are obscure. My 
difficulty is to know why no application was made 
to Congress in reference to these acts during the 
lone period of time when both Commodore Elliott 
and General Towson were alive. There are some 
thingsconnected with the report which have raised 
doubts in my mind connected with a decree of the 


It is an honest | 


district court in New York, with reference to the | 


rigits of the captors, which is said to have been 
lostor burned. That is not satisfactory to me. 
{ do not know that I shall vote against the bill; but 
1 would rather have a more satisfactory explana- 
tion than the report shows before | can support it. 

Mr. BELL. Ifthe Senator from Delaware had 
examined the papers fully—it was not thought 
proper to cumber the report with all of them—he 
would have found the fullest and most ample ex- 
planation of the whole delay. 
the pride of General Towson. He was not ‘vol- 
untarily noticed at the time of the transaction by 
Congress, and it was with some difficulty that 
General Scott, and other distinguished officers 
then in command, could prevail upon him to re- 
main in the service. He considered himself a 
wounded man in his honor, by the neglect onthe 


part of Congress to notice him; although it was_ 


not a willful negleet; but such was the spirit of 
theman. Until within a very short time before 
his death in this city, he would never consent to 
bring forward the claim, and then it was princi- 
pally on account of the widow of Captain Elliott, 
and not on his own account, so far.as the pecu- 
hiary matter was concerned. All the circum- 


stances are calculated to do honor to the spiritand || 


character of General Towson. My honorable 
friend from Delaware must know that he distin- 
guished himself-on the northern frontier on more 
occasions than this, 

Mr. BAYARD. I have no doubt of it. 

Mr. BELL. In this very fight, although the 
uttle boat with which he was to seize the Caledo- 
nia was manned principally by sailors, he had a 
few trusty men of his own artillery company 
with him, and when the naval officer who was 


It was owing to | 


in command of the boat ordered his pilot to pull | 
outof the way, for he could not effect a landing | 


7 


\%s 


| gallant companions; 


of that winter, were used by the Army; 


against the Caledonia, he asked the pilot: 
| you | reach the ship,” and he said: **Oh, yes, 
| sir. ‘Then go ahead; | assume the respons- 
|| ibility and the command,’’ said Towson; and 
after a gallant affair, though rather bloody and 
desperate, he captured the ship. It was the pride 
of the man that prevented him from making the 
application to have justice done him, or even his 
but some of them fell into 
yoverty, or General Towson never would have 
applied for any portion of the value of the ship. 
If the honorable Senator from Delaware had 
read all the papers he would have found that the 
Caledonia, which had just arrived from the upper 
lakes, was laden with valuable furs, estimated by 
some, I believe, to be worth $200,000. Some of 
the coarser furs, the bear-skins and others, that 
could be made useful to the Army in the severity 
but the 
fine furs were takem-to New York and sold, asit 
was understood, on account of the captors. 
moneys were received by the clerk of the court, 
but he proved a defaulter. We are not able to 





| say what was the valueof the furs that were sold, 


but not one cent of the money was ever paid to 
the captors. The honorable Senator would have 
found that in the papers if he had examined them 
fully. I hope that accounts for the circumstances. 
The $25,000 here appropriated includes no part 
of the cargo, but simply the estimated value of 
the vessel alone. 


Mr. BAYARD. 


I have not looked at the pa- 


pilot: ** «Can | 


The | 


pers; L could not pretend to read them; | trusted to | 
the committee, so far as to state what they show; 


and my objections arose on the face of the report. 
The report is nota long one, and | ask for its 
reading, and then I shall state the doubt that arises 
in my mind upon it. 

The Secretary read the report made by Mr. 
Joun SuHerman, in the House of Representatives, 
on the 2ist of January: 


The Committee on Naval Affairs,towhom were referred 


| the memorials of the representatives of General Nathan 


| he conceived the idea of capturing two British brigs 


Towson, late of the United States Army, now deceased, 
and David R. Whitely, a member of his company, now ot 
Baltimore, asking payment for the capture of the British 
brig Caledonia in the war of 1812, have had the same under 
consideration, and report: 

That the facts in relation to this claim are fully and clearly 
stated jn a report of the Committee on Naval Affairs made 
to the Senate on the 7th of July, 1856. Your committee, 
aftera careful examination of the papers on file and the his 
torical records of the capture of the Caledonia, concur fully 
in the statements and recommendations of that report, aud 
have therefore embodied the substance and most of the lan- 
guage of that report herein. 

It appears from the official account of Lieutenant Jesse 
D. Elliott, dated October 9, 1812, and other documents, that 


being in command of the public armed vessels at Black Rock, | 


| Detroit and Caledonia, which bad just come down Lake 


| Erie and anchored, the first ajout two miles 


above the fort, 
on the British side of the river, and the latter immediately 


| under the guns of the fort. 


That, being short of force, Lieutenant Elliott, applied to 
General Smyth for volunteers from the Army. The artillery 
companies of Captains Towson and Barker were allowed to 
furnish part of the quota, whilst another portion was taken 
frem the infantry. These artillery companies belonged to 
Colone} Scott’s command. Captains Towson and Barker 
being of equal rank, the command was decided by lot, and 
the privilege wag assigned to Captain Towson. [See the 
letter of General Winfield Scott, page_6, printed statement. 
See also the statement, page 8, of Major, then Captain, J. 
N. Barker.}] About thirty of the artillery were thus assigned 
to Captain Towson. 

Two boats went off during the night of the 8th of Octo- 


ber, 1812, on the expedition thus planned by Lieutenant | 


Elliott—the lieutenant himself commanding one, (withthe 
infantry on board,) and the other being in charge of Sail- 
ingmaster Watts, with Captain Towson in charge of the 
artillerists. 

Alter getting near tie Caledonia, some hesitation was 
expressed by the sailingimaster as to the possibility of reach- 
ing the brig, whereupon Captain Towson at once assumed 
the command of the boat, and ordered the men to pull 
alongaide. 
of the artillerists.) In a few minutes, after a severe con- 
flict, in which one of his men was kijled and eigat others 
wounded, (one of them morially.) Captain Towson suc- 
ceeded in boarding and capturing the Caledonia, with her 
valuable cargo, valued by Lieutenant Elliott, in bis official 
dispatch, at $200,000. 
ered to Captain Biliott. 


The Detroit was afterwards burnt by order of Lieutenant | 


Elliott, to save her from falling into the hands of the enemy ; 
and a similar order was given by him in regard to the Cale- 
donia ; but Captain Towson, not perceiving the necessity of 
this, took the responsibility of saving the latter, with her 
rich cargo, and she afterwards formed a part of Commodore 


| Perry’s fleet on Lake Erie, and rendered good service, un- 
| der Lieutenant Turner, in the brilliant action of the 10th 


September, 1813. [See the statements of Captain Champ- 
lin, of the Navy, and Major John G. Camp, of the quar- 
termaster’s department. } 
artillerymen, whose opportunities of knowing all the eir- 
cumstances seem to have been good, states that lie is confi- 


Soon after this the Detroit surrend- | 


David R. Whitely, one of the | 
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dent the : success of the enterpriee, a0 far as the c aledonia 
was concerned, Was owing to the energy and unflinching 
courage of C aptain Towson, who had the faculty of inspir- 
ing all his mea with bis own resolution and spirit. 

The iuportaat part borne in this perilous enterprise by 
Captain ‘Towson, on board the Caledonia, not only in as 
auming the command ata critical moment, but in saving 
the vessel and rich cargo from destruction at great personal 
hazard, is well attested; and Generals Brown and Scott, 
Major Barker, Captain Champlin, and Major Camp, ali con 
cur in commendations of his valuable services to the coun - 
try. Indeed, his fame is inseparable from the several bril 
liant actions which rendered the names of Brown and Scour 
iustrious in the campaign of 1814. 

The value of the Caledonia is estimated by Captain 
Champlin at $15,000, without her armament, and by Major 
Camp at $30,000. 

I'he cargo of the Caledonia was estimated, by the news 
of the day, at $200,000. It consisted of valuable furs and 
peltries. Major Camp states that the skins were used for 
the Army, and the fine furs sent to New York. Captain 
Towson himself stated his impression that a large portion of 
the cargo of the Caledonia was pat into the public store - 
houses at Black Rock, and some of ig burnt by the British. 
The part sent to New York city was sold by the United 
States marshal, and no part of the proceeds paid over to 
the eaptors. Captain ‘Towson also states that a suit was in- 
stituted in the United States district court for the southern 
district of New York, and after much delay, on a second 
trial, a verdict was rendered in favor of the captora of the 
Caledonia, but for what amount is not known; but that no 
part of it Was ever paid over to the captors. 

The present clerk of the United States court states that 
the books and papers of his office having been burnt, he is 
unable to give any information at present in regard to the 
suit aforesaid ; but that the amount of the verdict was prob 
ably paid into the hands of Heron Rudd, who was clerk of 
the court from 1812 to 1816, and became a defauiter for 


| abeut sixty thousand dollars. 


Captaiu Towson explains, in a letter, the reasons for his 
delay in making the application, and is desirous that Mes 
Eliott, the widow of Commodore Elliott, should also be pro 


| vided for, so far as her husband was entitled, for planning 


the expedition. Mrs. Eiliott herself desires to be included, 
and refers to her papers, connected with an application 
which she was about to make, in the handsof an attorney, 
since deceased; but the main facts of the case are referred 
to as being part of the public reeords of the times. 

On referring to the legislation of Congress on this subject, 
it dues not apnear that any allowance has ever been made for 
the Caledonia or her cargo. On July 13, 1813, Congress in 
cluded in “ An act to reward the officers and crew of the 


| sloop-of-war Hornet,’? &c., a provision “to Lieutenant 


| tributive share, 
| although the pay-roll was headed for both vessels. 


, the || 


[See the statement of David R. Whitely, one | 


Elliott, his officers and companions, &c.,the sum of #12,000, 
for the capture and destruction of the British brig Detroit.’’ 

It appears, by a certificate from the Fourth Auditor, here 
with appended, that of the prize money awarded by the act 
of July 13, 1813, Captain Towson received $400 as his dis- 
but that the Caledonia was not included, 
The act 
only appropriated $12,000 for the capture and destruction 
of the British brig Detroit, and no provision has ever been 
made for the capture of the Caledonia. 


Treasury DeparRTMENT, 
Fourtn Aupiror’s Orrice, June 17, 1856. 
It appears by the files and records of this office, that 
Nathan Towson, who held the rank of captain, received 
$400 as his distributive share of the prize money, or “ re- 
ward” appropriated by Congress for the capture of the Brit- 
ish brigs ** Detroit’? and ** Caledonia,’ to J. D Elliott, and 
the officers and men under his command, It appears, upon 
a reference to the Statutes at Large, volume three, page 4, 


| chapter 8, that the appropri: ition was for the capture of the 


British brig “ Detroit”’ a 
. DAYTON, Fourth Auditor. 


Ina joint ee approved January 29, 1813, Con- 


| gress acknowledged the brilliant achievements of Captains 


| Generals Scott and Brown, 


Hull, Decatur, and Jones, in the capture of the British ves 
sels Guerriere, Macedonian, and Frolie. 

The second section of the said resolution authorized the 
President to present to Lieutenant Elliott, of the Navy, an 
elegant sword, with suitable emblems and devices, in tes 
timony of the just sense entertained by Congress of his gal 
lantry and good conduct in boarding and capturing the 
British brigs Detroit and Caledonia, whilst anchored under 
the protection of Fort Erie. 

It is with reference to the part borne in this brilliant and 
hazardous affair by Captain Towson that the statements of 
and Major Barker, apply ; and 
in regard to which Genera! Drown said, in his letter of Oc 
tober 8, 1814, “the modesty of Captain Towson forbade 
him to urge his pretensions ; but the Government gave inti- 
mation that a suitable notice would be taken of this merito 
rious act.’ 

The delay in this application, as explained by General 
Towson, does not in any degree detract trom the merit or 
justice of the claim now pending, the facts forming a part 
of the history of the country. 

It is therefore recommended that a bill be passed di- 
recting payment to be made to the widow of the jate Com- 
modore Jesse D. Elliott, to the legal representatives of the 
late General Nathan Towson, and the other officers engaged 
in the enterprise, and to the sailors, soldiers, and volun 
teers accompanying them, according to the usages of the 
naval service in regard to captures from the enemy, for tlfe 
capture and preservation of the brig Caledonia. The value 
of the cargo, or of ence an as was applied to the use of the 
Army, is not ascertained with sufficient precision to justify 
an allowance at present, and therefore no action upon this 
branch of the memorial is deemed advisable. 

Your committee therefore report the accompanying bill, 
and recommend its passage. 


Mr. BAYARD. The hearing of the report con- 


| firms the impression made on my mind at the 


time I first read it. No one doubts the gallantry 


| or the services of Captain Towson; but I must 
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look at these things according to what the action 
of the Government has been. I find a bill now 
reported which leaves out other soldiers and sea- 
men connected with this transaction, and gives 


1] ’ . . a 7% , 
'| carried it before, and say that where there 


the money equallv between the widow of Captain 


Elliott and the child of Captain Towson. 

Mr. KENNEDY. And David Whitely. 

Mr. SLIDELL. I wish to correct a misap- 
prehension of the Senator from Delaware. This 
bill, as amended, gives to the widow of Commo- 
dore Elliott and the child of Captain Towson, 
and to any survivors, their distributive share of 
this sum of $25,000. I offered the amendment 
because I had occasion, in some previous matters 
before the Naval Committee, to be strongly im- 
pressed with the conviction that in all these old 
and antiquated cases, and even in cases of three 
or four years’ standing, where prize money or any 
gratuity is directeg to be paid to the legal repre- 
sentatives of soldiers or sailors, certain legal rep- 
resentatives are always found or made. If the 
Senator will read the billas [ have amended it, 
he will find that it guards against that difficulty, 
and thatalone. The balance of the sum of 425,000 
which will not be paid to the widow of Commo- 
dore Elliott, to the child of General Towson, and 
to any survivors, will remain in the Treasury, 
and will lapse. That is my intention, and I think 
I have carred it into effect, 

Mr. BAYARD. 1 think the bill provides for 
the payment of the sum of $25,000 equally be- 
tween the widow of Commodore Eijliott and the 


child of General Towson, and takes no notice of 


ifrlies concer d. 
Creve; 


any of the other p According 
reference to 
' 


captures during the war of 1812, where the captor 


to the course of the iment in 


brought in the vessel, he was entitled, under the 
general law, to the distribution of prize money 
among the offeers and crew m eertain propor- 
tions, according to the value of the vessel. [In 


many cases the vessel was destroyed, and then 
low the whole 
the vessel, but allowed what they considered a 
proper sum in lieu of the destroyed vessel. For 
instance, in the case ‘the Guerriere, I think 
$50,000 was allowed; and in the case of the Wasp, 
There 


the Government did not al 


$25,000. were various sums allowed in 
such ¢ases where the property of the enemy was 
destroyed, according to the judgment of Congress 
at the time as to what was proper. In the ease 
now before the Senate, itappears thatone of these 
vessels was destroyed: and acting upon the prin- 
ciple of substituting for the value of the destroyed 
vessel what Congress thought a reasonable com- 


pensation to the captors, and dividing it accord- 
ing to the flaw of capture by vessel at sca, they 
gave the sum of $12,500 to Captain Elliott, of 
which, it appears, only $400 went to General 
Towson. | admit that it appears by the report 
that that had no reference to the Caledonia, al- 
though, in the statement of the account, itis stated 
as referring to both vessels. But, when you come 
to the case of the Caledonia, you have the fact 
that that vessel was taken, but you have no evi- 
dence from General Towson himself that the cargo 
ever went to the use of the Government. On the 
contrary, according to his statement, the greater 
mart of « was destroyed. There is one witness, 
Major Camp, who says something about its being 
used by the Army; but it so happens that, in an- 
other case widely different from this, I recollect 
some testimony of Major Camp which does not 
incline me to place any great reliance on his tes- 
timony, either from lapse of memory or some- 
thing else, in reference to what was used by the 
Army in the war of 1812, on the northern fron- 
tier. General Towson’s statement is, that part 
was destroyed and part sent to New York, where 
it was libeled and ulumately condemned in favor 
of the captors, and the condemnation entitled 
them to the money. The Government never in- 
terposed to prevent their getting the money. At 
this point the difficulty arises, and it is said they 
Wever received the money; but it was received by 
the clerk of the court, and he Yailed as a defaulter 
some forty years ago. If there was a decree for 
captare, they were entitled to receive the money, 
and might have done so but for their own neglect. 
if the clerk of the court received it under any de- 
cree or orter of the court, they could have claimed 
it from him at once, There was no reason why 
they should not do so. 
Under these circumstances, are Congress to 
carry the practice beyond what they have ever 


value of 


bes 
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| from Delaware that I was the only member of the 


been a capture, or decree of condemnation, we are | Naval Committee who opposed this bill on prin- 


to make good the default of an officer of the court, 
when we have no evidence that the parties applied 


like due diligence used to get the money from 
him? Any ene who knows anything about the 
proceedings of a court of admiralty necessarily 


/ knows that the court would peremptorily order 


the payment of the money by immediate process. 


There is no delay there, but the money would be | 


| ments which I o 
to him for the money, or that there was anything || 


directed to be paid to the captors pro rata. The | 
clerk must give bond when he receives money. | 
This may not always be done; but where he in | 


fact receives it, there is no difficulty in enforeing 
payment of the money immediately. There is 
never any delay in matters of this kind, where 
the decree of a court of admiralty is rendered. 
We have no evidence, so far as | know, as to the 
amount of money received by the clerk, or even 
as to the amount of the decree in favor of the 
captors. 


1 do not think, then, that it comes within the | 


principle on which Congress have previously 


acted where property taken from an enemy has | 


been destroyed, and they have chosen, in conse- 


quence of the gallantry of the action, to say to | 


the captors, ** we will give you a reasonable sum, 
to be distributed pro rata as would have been the 


‘amount which you would have received if the 


vessel had been brought in.’’ In this case they 


did that in regard to one of the vessels. The 
other vessel was brought in; her cargo was libeled, 
and there was a decree in favor of the captors. I 


have not seen the record, but thatisthe statement | 


as itis made. It seems to me that it is carrying 
the practice very far now, when so long a period 
has been suffered to elapse, when we are not able 
to trace why or wherefore the money was not 
paid, or even the amount of the decree that was 
rendered in favor of the captors, to call upon us to 
distribute $25,000, not between the entire parties 
concerned in this capture, but solely between two 
individuals who represent the commanding officer 
of one boat, and the commanding officer of an- 
other. 

Mr. HAYNE. I have not risen to make a 
speech; | should be sorry to inflict one on the 
Senate at this time, or to cause a minute’s delay. 
{ rise only to state that I believe I am the only 
individual among the Senators who knows, per- 


sonally, all the circumstances of the case, and I | 


am sure (though I will not enter upon any argu- 
ments to prove it) that the claim is just. If Sen- 


ators could but know how poor some of these | 


parties are, they could not hesitate to grant a boon 
so small. Even allowing for a moment that the 


letter of the law may be against the claim, which | 


1 utterly deny, the spirit of the law, the spirit of 
philanthropy, of justice, of kindness, is all for the 
widow and the distressed. 1 hope the Senate will 
do justice, though it is late. 
to act justly. 

Mr. KENNEDY. 


It is never too late 


I may be ailowed to say a | 


single word; | do not mean to make a speech. I| 


wish simply to correct a misapprehension of the 
Senator from Delaware in regard to the applicants. 
One of them is David R. Whitely, who was the 
sergeantunder Captain Towson at the time. He 
is now living in the most abject, squalid misery 
in the city of Baltimore. He is one of the bene- 
ficiaries of this bill. He is now supported en- 
rely by private charity, and is really an object 
of commiseration. 

Mr. BAYARD..~ I do not mean to oppose the 
bill any further. 
pass it, I have no objection. My opposition to it 


1s only on general principles. I think it ought to || 
_ be amended. 


As the bill stands it directs the 
money to be paid to the captors: that is the lan- 
guage. It says they are to be entitled to $25,000. 
lt does not say anything about their shares or pro- 
portions. If it described in what relative propor- 
tions the money should be paid, and then declared, 
as it does subsequently, that the money should go 
to the widow of one officerand the child of another, 
of course it would mean their shares. As it stands 


| the effect of the bill is to direct the entire amount 


which you say is to be paid to the captors, to be 
given to two parties. 
Mr. PUGH. I think the Senator misunder- 
stands the bill. 
Mr. BAYARD. I do not think I do. 
Mr. SLIDELL. 


If it is the will of the Senate to | 


I will state to the Senator | 


ciple, but I anne declared that-if the amend- 

flered were not made, I should 
discuss the question in the Senate. If the yeas and 
nays are ealled on the bill, | shall vote against it; 
but I think the bill in the form in which it now 
| stands ameuded, perfectly protects the Treasur 
from any such demands as the Senator from Del. 
aware supposes. If, however, he wishes to move 
a further amendment out of abundant caution to 
make it perfectly safe, I shall accept it. 

Mr. BAYARD, I have read the bill as amend- 
ed, and I believe ‘the Senator from Louisiana is 
right on that point. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, 
and the amendments were concurred in, and or- 
dered to be engrossed, and the bill to be read a 
third time. The bill was read the third time. 

Mr. SLIDELL called for the yeas and nays on 
its passage; and they were ordered; and, being 
taken, resulted—yeas 29, nays 9; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bell, Benjamin, Bigler, Bright, 
Broderick, Crittenden, Dixon, Doolittle, Durkee, Fessen- 
den, Foot, Foster, Gwin, Hamlin, Harlan, Hayne, Houston, 
Iverson, Kennedy, Mallory,. Pugh, Seward, Simmons, 
Thomson of New Jersey, ‘Trumbull, Wade, Wilson, and 
Wright—29. F ‘ 

NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Fitch, Fitzpatrick, Johnson of 
Tennessee, King, Polk, Reid, Slideil, and Stuart—9, 


So the bill was passed. 


LIGHT-HOUSE BILL. 
A message was received from the House of 
Representatives, by Mr. ALien, its Clerk, an- 
nouncing that the House had passed a bill (H.R. 


light-boats, buoys, &c., and providing for the 
erection and establishment of the same, and for 
other purposes, in which the concurrence of the 
| Senate was requested. ; 
On motion of Mr. BENJAMIN, the bill was 
read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
| mittee on Commerce. 


MARY A. M. JONES. 

On motion of Mr. PUGH, the Senate resumed 
the consideration of the bill (H. R. No. 42) grant- 
ing a pension to Mary A. M. Jones. 

| Mr. PUGH. There were several amendments 
offered to this bill when it was up before, which 
the Senators who offered them were disposed to 
withdraw provided Mrs. Gaines’s case was with- 
drawn. That is Mrs. Gaines’s own desire, as 
signified to the Senator from New York, [Mr. 
Sewarp;] and I hope, by general consent, those 
amendments will be withdrawn or voted down, 
_and that the House bill will pass without amend- 
ment. ; 

Mr. SEWARD. I comply, with great pleas- 
ure, with the suggestion of Mrs. Gaines that she 

/may not embarrass Mrs. Jones by this. move- 
ment; and I move to amend the bill as it stands, 
by striking out the provision in favor of Mrs. 
Gaines. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I presume, by common 
consent, the amendments put on the bill can be 
| withdrawn, and let the bill pass for Mrs. Jones’s 
relief. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Firzpat- 
rick.) That will be regarded.as the general sense 
of the Senate, unless objected to. The Chair hears 
no objection. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. I do not consent to it. 

Mr. PUGH. ‘There was an amendment put 
on to the original bill on the motion of the Sena- 
_ tor from Georgia, [Mr. Toomss;] but I have sat- 
isfied him, by a certificate which I have, that his 
amendment makes only a difference of two dol- 
lars a month. I hope some Senator wall move a 
reconsideration of that amendment. 

Mr. LVERSON. I suggest if it is fair to take 
up the bill in the absence of my colleague? 
| Mr. PUGH. I have spoken to him. He does 
| not care about it. 

} Mr. BIGLER. Has the common consent of 
the Senate already been had to strike off all the 

amendments ? 

| The PRESIDING OFFICER. That is the 

understanding of the Chair. 

| Mr. CRITTENDEN. I will make no objec- 
/ tion. : 

The PRESIDING OFFCER. The bill will be 

| read as amended. 

| The Secretary read it, as follows: 

| Be it enacted, §c., That the Secretary of the Interior be 
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directed to place the name of Mary A.M. Joven: widow of 
Brevet Major General Roger Jones, deceased, late Adjutant 
General of the Army, upon the roll of pensioners, and pay 
her a pension at the rate of fity dollars a month, said pen 
sion to commence with the 2st day of July, 1852, and to 
continue during her natural lie. 

Mr. PUGH. I hope the Senate will take off 
the latter clause, which is a change of the House 
pill. lt makes only a difference of two dollars a 
month. The bill, as it originally stood, allowed 
lf the pay properof her husband. That 

would be fifty dollars a month. The limitation 
put on, at the suggestion ot the Senator from 
Geergia, makes but a difference of two dollars a 
month, and necessitates the bill going back to the 
House of Represe Ntatives at this st 
sion, which is tantamount to its defe at. He told 
me he did not care about it, as it only made that 
difference. I hope some Senator who voted in 
the affirmative will move a reconsideration. 

Mr. STUART. I voted in the affirmative; and 
to oblige the Senator, | will move a reconsidera- 
tion. 

Mr. PUGH. 
Senator. 

‘The motion to reconsider was agreed to. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee, | have an 
amendment to offer 

“And be it further enacted, That there be paid to Mrs. 
Mary Kirby Smith, widow of the late Captain E. Kirby 
Smith, of the United States Army, a sum, which, added to 
the pay to which she is entitled under the pension act as 
widow of a captain, will equal the half pay of a lieutenant 
colonel, this latter rank being the capacity in which said 
Captain Smith was serving at the time he received a mortal 
wound in leading on his battalion to the decisive charge at 
the battle of Molino dei Rey, in Mexico. 

Mr. PUGH. Letus take the question. I hope 
the Senate ungerstands this business of putting 
one bill on to another. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. I understand 
that the billisa proposition to pension the widow 
of an officer of the Army who served his country 
for a long time, and perhaps very faithfully and 
efficiently, with high rank, ata large sal ary; but 
there is a good deal in the way these cases are 
stated. ‘The argument is general, that the indi- 
vidual to whom you propose to give a pension 
served the country. Now, there is no one who 
will hear me say aught against the services and 
patriotism of General Jones; but there is another 
way to state the case. A man may serve his coun- 
try, and his country may serve him; and some- 
times if you keep a correct account, and credit 
the individual ‘with all the services he rendered, 
and then charge him with the length of time the 
Government has supported him, there may be 
some doubt as to which way the balance would 
fall. General Jones served his country faithfully 
no doubt, and it is equally true that the countr y 
served him faithfully for some thirty-five or forty 
years, sustained him, paid him.a large salary. 
He died in his bed, as I understand, at a green 
old age. I.present you the case of a man whe 
went out to fight the battles of his country, and 

who fellin fighting the battles of his country most 
gloriously and gallantly. When the widow of 
that captain comes here you put her on the pen- 
sion roll at twenty dollars a month, in the first 
instance fow only five years, but under the recent 
law itis continued for life. There does not seem 
to be any great sympathy for a widow of that de- 
scription. Then look at the widows of the sol- 
diers. They receive a half-pay pension for five 
years, which is only sixty dollars a year »and the 
whole five years would come to $300, just half the 
amount you propose to give in this bill for one 
year. Itis strange that the widow of a gallant 


her one he 


1 am very much obliged to the 


, 
soldier, a private, a lieutenant, or captain, should 


not be entitled to receive the same amount of com- 
fort and attention as the widow of an officer of 
higher rank, who always obtained large pay 
from the Government while alive. Mrs. Smith 
has three children,whom she supports by her own 
exertions asateacher. If Mrs. Jones is entitled 
to fifty dollars a month as a gratuity, when her 


husband died ata ripe age, not from disease or | 
wounds contracted in the line of duty, how much | 


more is Mrs. Smith entitled to a like monthly al- 
lowance ? 

Ido not intend to consume much time, 
when there is such a great anxiet 
at this late hour of the session, I do not see why 
we should not embrace all the cases within the 
scope of justice. I do not see why individual 
cases should be selected and pressed at this un- 


but 


to do justice 


age of the ses-- 


| ity. 


THE ON GRESSION AL GLOBE. _ 


| propitious time, at the heel of ‘the session, to the 
exclusion of allothers. I desire to secure equal- 


In the case covered by the bill, the man died 


| in his bed after his country had served him for a 


number of years. In the case for which my 
amendment provides, the man fell on the battle- 
field, left his wife and children to meurn his loss, 
unprovided for. I send up the report and ask to 
have it read the clerk’s table, as part of the 
speech I intend to make in the widow’s behalf. 

Mr. PUGH. Ido not see what business we 
have reading a report. A report is read in sup- 
port of a bill. This is a private amendment. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. | want it read 
as a part of my argument, 

Mr. PUGH. I do not wish to have any diffi- 
culty with the Senator about it; 1 do not want to 
be captious. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. I have as much 


at 


right to have it read as to give an explanation. 


ver, on the 


The Secretary read the following report, made 
in the House of Representatives, by Mr. A. Oli- 
19th of July, 1856: 

The Committee on Tnvalid Pensions, to whom was re 
ferred the memorimbot Mary Kirby Smith, report: 

That they have examined the same, evidence there 
with submitted, and the report made in the same case to 
the Thirty First Congress, by the Committee on Revotu 
tiouary Pensions, and that they concur in said report, Which 


the 


is as follows: 


‘The memorialist claims to be the widow of E. Kirby 


| Smith, who was a captain in the fifth regiment of the Uni 


| the duties of a major in a battahon under the ¢ 


| moment. 


agreed all around 


ted States infantry, in the tate war with Mexico, and who 
fell, mortally wounded, whileteading a battalion, acting in 
the capacity of leutenant colonel, iu the attack on Molino 
del Rey, on the 8th day of September, 1847; and she asks 
that she may receive, under the act of July 21, 1848, the 
half pay of a heutenant colonel for five years, in licu of the 
half pay of a captain, now allowed her by the Commis 
sioner of Pensions, Under the provisions of said act. 

“The committee find that the memorialist is the widow 
of E. Kirby Smith, deceased ; that before the 
ment of the late war with Mexico he 
United States Army 


commence- 
Was a captain in the 
, and in the month of August, 1845, was 
ordered to join, and did join, the army under General Tay 

lor; that he was in the battles of Palo Alto and Resaca de 
la Palma, on the &th and 9th of May, 1846; and that in the 
action of May 9, 1846, he was in the thickest of the fight, 
having been one of the first to enter the ravine, and there 
remained until the contest closed ; that, on accgunt of do 

mestic affliction and personal sickness, he was not permit- 
ted to accompany the army to Monterey, but jomed the 
corps under General Worth at Salulle, aud was transferred 
from thence to Vera Cruz, under General Scott; that atthe 
diseinbarkation of the troops below that city, he preformed 
ommand of 
Lieutenant Colonel C. FP. Smith ; that he continued to dis- 
charge the duties of major in said battalion from said time 
until near the time of the battle of Molino del Rey; that on 
that occasion Ins battalion consisted of eight companies, 
and, on xeccount of the sickness of its colonel, its command 
devolved on Captain Smith; that he led said battalion to the 
cbarge On that occasion with a gallantry that Commanded 
the adnuration of the whole army ; and that in said act, in 
the line of his duty, at the very moment of victory, he fell 

mortally wounde |, by a musket- ball striking him under the 
left eye and passing out at the left ear, from which wound 
he languished for tour days, and died on the 12th day of 
September, 


1847; that at the time of the decease of said 
Smith he had three children under the age of sixteen years, 
to wit: of the age of eleven, eight, and five years, respect 


ively, who are now living and dependent on their mother, 
the widow of said deceased, lor their support and educa- 
tion, 

** Inasmuch as the said FE. Kirby Smith was, at the time 
he received the wound that caused bis death, performing 
the duties of a lieutenant colonel, and but for that might 
have been spared to be the protector and support of bis said 
widow and helpless children, your committee would ree 
ommend that the prayer of the petition be granted, and that 
the petitioner be inscribed on the pension list at the same 
rate as she would have been had her said husband been 
duly commissioned a lieutenant colonel on said 8th day of 
September, 1547; and for this purpose they would recom- 
mend the passage of the accompanying bill.’ 

Your committee would respectfully recommend the pas- 
sage of the accompanying bill. 


Mr. STUART. I hope my honorable friend 
from Tennessee will give me his attention for a 
I think that is a most meritorious case. 
It is in the way, if it has not passed this body, to 
be passed. | am apprehensive he does not under- 


| stand the precise condition of the other case, and 


1 barely wish to state it to him. It has been 
,and Mrs. Gaines, among others, 
has participate d in the agre@ment, to disincumber 

Mrs. Jones’s billentirely, and let the Senate vote 
upon it, and then let the other cases stand inde- 
pendently, and receive the separate action of the 
Senate, this case among others. I should vote 
for this myself on the reading of that report, buat 
I suggest to the Senator from Tennessee whether 


| he had not better allow it to stand independently, 


and let Mrs. Jones’s bill that has come from the 
House be acted on independently. I think we 
shall not advance his case at all by seeking to add 


i it to this bill. 





Mr. JOHNSON, ‘of Tenne essee. An appeal 
from the Senator from Michigan would have as 
much influence with me as from any other Sen- 
ator. I think he understands that always, when 
gentlemen have a favorite case, they want to get 
it through stripped of all inc umbrances. This 
case is meritorious, and I think more so than the 
original bill. 

Mr. STUART. Allow me one word. I agree 
with the Senator, and am not at all certain that I 
shall vote for Mrs. Jones’s bill. I only say that 
the Senator from Te nnessee will net advance his 
case by putting it on this bill, because the Senate, 
if they have not passed that bill, | apprehend, 

eanuot fail to pass it. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tetinessee. My object is 
to advance the great principle of justice; and 
while we are dealing out justice to one, | want to 
present another ease stronger than the one we 
propose to provide for; and | hope we shall have 
the yeas and nays. 

Mr. KENNEDY. I would say to my friend 
from ‘Tennesse that I have a case precisely sim- 
ilar to his. tis a very strong one, of a constit- 
uent of my own, one that appealed as strongly 
to me as any ease in the world, one that I am 
very anxious about, but I refrain from putting it 
on this bill. Mrs, Jones’s bill has passed the 
House, and if we incumber it by amendments 
we defeat the whole. I am prepared, with the 
amendment I have to offer, to bring it in at the 
proper ume as a separate, and distinet bill. It 
stands on precisely the same footing as the case 
presented by the Senator himself, 

Mr. JOUNSON, of Tennessee. | will simply 
say to the honorable Senator from Maryland 
that this is no constituent of mine. There never 
has been an appeal to me in this case. No in- 
terested or hired persons have made appeals to 
me in behalf of this widow. Il acouletnaliy 
came upon the case,and was made familiar with 
the facts. It is for no constituent of mine. I 
never saw any of the parties; | know nothing 
about them; but | was interested in it from the 
clear, strong appeal that is made by a simple re- 
citation of the facts. Gentlemen call on us to 
pass the bill as an act of justice; | look upon it 
as a gratuity; and I think, in such matters, we 
should act equally. One appeal is just as strong 
as the other. I am in hopes the Senate will act 
favorably upon my amendment. It is not a case 
from my State. I think it is more meritorious 
than the original bill. 

Mr. PUGH. I believe the Senate understands 
the question. Lhope that we may have a vote. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. I ask for the 
yeas and nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The first ques- 
tion is on the original amendment, which has been 
reconsidered. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. 
Senate had acted on that. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. They only re- 
considered it. ‘The question now is on agreeing 
to the amendment. 

Mr. POLK. I slYould like to understand from 
the Senator from Ohio whether it increases or de- 
creases the amount? 

Mr. PUGH. I stated yesterday that it would 


[ thought the 


| Inerease it; but the Senator from New Hampshire 


has placed in my hands e certificate of the Adju- 
tant General, which shows that the bill will give 
two dollars a month more than the amendment. 
1 would not care about that amount; but to send 


the bill back to the House at this stage of the ses- 
sion destroys it. 

Mr. HALE. 
instead of fifty. 

The Secretary read the amendment; which is, 
in lines seven and eight to strike out the words 
‘* one half the pay monthly to which her husband 
was entitled at the time of his death,’’ and insert 
‘* at the rate of fifty dollars per montif. ? 

Mr. PUGH. Read the certificate of the Adju- 
tant General. 

The Seeretary read. it, as follows: 

Abst vast Genera’s Orrice, 
Wasnineton, June 12. 1858. 

The pay proper which the late Brevet Major General R. 
Jones, Adjutant General of the Army, was in receipt of at 
the time of his deatu, ameunted to gi04 per month 

E D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant General. 
The amendment was rejected. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. 


It gives fifty-two dollars a month 


The question 
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now is on the amendment of the Senator from 
Tennessee. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. I hope the | 


Senate will give us the yeas and nays upon it. 
Mr. STUART. Let me appeal to my friend 

again, While | will vote for his case by itself, on 

the presentation of the report, most cheerfully— 


and | apprehend many Senators stand as | do—I | 


shal! be compelled, from the suggestions that have 
been made, to vote against it here. It places Sen- 
ators in an awkward position. I appeal to my 
friend not to press it; ut will not advance his case 
a particle to put it here. It will be just as far ad- 
vanced without going on here as with it, 

Mr. IVERSON. I must beg leave to differ en- 
tirely with the Senator from Michigan. There is 
no prospect of getting this case through, unless 


the amendment prevails. The case of Captain | 


Smith is sa strong a one that | think there will 
be no diffieulty, if the bill goes back to the House 
of Representatives with the amendment, in ob- 
taining the concurrence of the House in the 
amendment. 

Mr. STUART. My friend from Georgia mis- 
understands me. L only said it would not advance 
this bill, and | apprehend the Senator from Ten- 
nessee can have his case passed in a minute asa 
separate ball. 

Mr. IVERSON. Bat thisis the difficulty about 
it; the bill, as the Senator terms it, for Captain 
Smith, is en original bill in this House. [*‘*Oh, 
no.’’) Has it passed the House of Representa- 
tives? 

Mr. STUART. No, sir. 

Mr. |VERSON. ‘Then what chance would 
there be to get it through the House of Repre- 
sentatives in its original shape? None upon earth, 
This is the last day of the sessiqn; so it is under- 
stood, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair un- 
derstands that that is a House bill. 

Mr. IVEPSON. Has it passed the House? 

The PRES: DING OFFICER. So the Secre- 
tary informs me. 

Mr. |LVERSON. Then it is altogether a dif- 
ferent question, 

Mr. PUGH. We understand it; let us havé the 
question. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. The report 
shows that the House bill gave her twenty dol- 
lars a month, but this proposes to give her the 
haif pay of the rank which her husband actually 
held when he died. 

Mr. PUGH. Youcan amend that bill when 
it comes up as easily as you can this. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. There is no 
chance of getting it up unless it goes on this bill. 
That gives it to her if the other House concur. 

Mr. EVERSON. I wantto understand the facts 
about this case; because they seem to be differ- 
ently represented by the Chair and Senators upon 
the floor. A bill for the relief of Mrs. Mary 
Kirby Smith passed the House of Representa- 
tives in the shape read by the Secretary a little 
while ago. That is what want to understand. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. Not at all. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, Not in that 
shape. 

Mr. IVERSON. I understood from the Chair 
that the bill which the Senator from Tennessee 
offers as an amendment has already passed the 
House. If thatis the fact, | want to understand #. 

Mr. PUGH. I is as easy to amend that bill 
as this. 


Mr. IVERSON. I can tell the Senator the dif- | 


ference: thatif this amendment jor the relief of 
Mrs. Smith is put upon Mrs, Jones’s bill, it will 
stand a better chance to pass through the House 
than if it goes separately; because it will thea 
have the accumulated power of both bills. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. I ask for the | 


yeas and nays on my amendment. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

Mr. JOHNSON; of Tennessee. Do not dis- 
criuminate between widows in that way, Give us 
the yeasand nays. Do not vote one widow down 
and another widow up. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, : 

Mr.. MALLORY. I only desire to say that, 
having withdrawn an amendment which 1 offered 
in behalf of the widow of Commodore Perry, in 


order that thie bill might pass, as a matter of | 


course I cannot vote 
however meritorious it may be. « 
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The question being taken by yeas and nays, | 


resulted—yeas 9, nays 25; as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Chandler, Fessenden, Foster, Houston, 


| Iverson, Johnson of Tennessee, King. Potk.and Wright—9. 


NAYS— Messrs. Bayard, Brigit. Brodenck, Clingman, 
Crittenden, Davis, Doolittle, Fitch, Fiuzpatrick,Gwin, Hale, 
Harlan, Hayne, Jones, Kennedy, Pearce, Pugh, Seward, 
Simmons, Stuart, Thom-on of New Jersey, Trumbull, 
Wade, Wilson, and Yulee—25. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read the 
third time, and on the question, ** Shall the bill 
pass?’’ 

Mr. FESSENDEN called for the yeasand nays, 
and they were ordered; and being taken, resulted 
—yeas 28, nays 8; as follows: 

YEAS—Mesers. Bigler, Bright, Broderick, Clingman, 
Crittenden, Davis, Doolittle, Dougias, Puch, Foot, Gwin, 
Hale, Hammond, Hayne, Houston, Jones, Kennedy, Mal- 
lory, Pearce, Pugh, Rice, Seward, Simmons, Thomson of 
New Jersey. Trumbull, Wade, Wilson, and Wright—28. 

NAYS—Messrs. Fessenden, Fitzpatrick, Harlan, Iver- 
son, Johnson of Tennessee, King, Polk, and Stuari—8. 


So the bill was passed. 


MYRA CLARK GAINES. 

Mr. PUGH. I move that the Senate now take 
up the bill (S. No. 383) for the relief of Myra 
Clark Gaines. 

Mr. BAYARD. I hope the Senate’ will take 
up a bill which will not occupy five minutes. It 
is a bill for no private interest. It relates to the 
general interest of a portion of the country. Itis 
a bill in relation to the courts, and holding their 
terms in several Territories of the United States. 
It will not give rise to debate. 

Mr. PUGH. I do not think Mrs. Gaines’s bill 


will give rise to debate, and | hope we shall pass 


it 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is on 
the motion of the Senator from Ohio. 

The motion was agreed to; and the bill (S. No. 


383) for the relief of Myra Clark Gaines, was | 


considered as in Committee of the Whole. 

It proposes to direct the Secretary of the Inte- 
rior to place the name of Myra Clark Gaines, 
widow of the late Major General Edmund P. 
Gaines, on the pension roll, at the rate of half the 
pay per month to which he was entitled at his 
death, to commence from the 6th day of June, 
1849, and to continue during her natural life. 

The bill was reported to the Senate. 

Mr. SEWARD. 1! move to amend the bill by 
inserting the words ** not to exceed fifiy dollars 
amonth.’’ (Oh, no.’’] We want to pass it. 

Mr. TOOMBS. It will take you ull late in the 
morning to pass it as it is. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, and was read the third time. 

Mr. ‘TOOMBS. | ask for the yeas and nays on 
the passage of the bill. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 34, nays 7; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bigier, Bright, Broderick, Brown, 
Chandier, Cliugman, Collamer, Crittenden, Davis, Dooiit- 
tle, Douglas, Fitch, Foot, Gwin, Hale, Hammond, Harian, 
Hayne, Houston, Hunter, Jones, Kennedy, Polk, Pugh, 
Reid, Seward, Simmons, Stuart, Thomson of New Jersey, 
Trumbull, Wade, Wilson, and Wright—34. 

NAYS—Messrs. Clay, Fessenden, Fitzpatrick, Iverson, 
Jonson of Tennessee, King, and Toombs—7. 


So the bill was passed. 


BILLS BECOME LAWS. 

A message from the President of the United 
States, by Mr. Henry, his Secretary, announced 
that the President had this day approved and 
signed the following acts: 

An act for the relief of Jennet H. McCall, only 
child of Captain James McCall of the revolution- 
ary war; and 

An act for the relief of Georgiana M. Lewis. 


MAILS TO CALIFORNIA. 

Mr. BRODERICK obtained the floor. 

Mr. SEWARD. I hope the honorable Senator 
from California will allow me to call up the bill 
for the relief of Mrs. Turnbull. 

Mr. BRODERICK. After the passage of a res- 


olution from the House of Representatives, which 
ison the table, I shall be very happy to vote for 
| the Senator’s bill. I move to také from the table 
the joint resolution (H.R, No. 37) in regard to 
| carrying the United States mails from St. Joseph, - 
| Missouri, to Placerville, in California. The Sen- 
r another amendment, || ate,I believe, did not understand it half an hour 
‘since, when they refused to take it up. 
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The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as 
|in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to con- 
sider the joint resolution. 

Inasmuch as the time allowed for carrying the 











|} mail from St. Joseph to Placerville is thirty- 


eight days, and thirty days would afford ample 


|| time in which to perform the service, and the in- 


creased expedition is demanded by the public 

| Interests, the joint resolution authorizes and di- 
_rects the Postmaster General to order an increase 
of speed upon the route, so as to have the mail 
_carried through in thirty days, upon a pro rata 
increase of compensation to the contractors. 

Mr. BRODERICK. This resolution passed the 
‘House of Representatives by a very large vote. 
It is a measure of great importance to California. 
The Senator from Missouri and my colleague, | 
believe, are both better acquainted -with the sub- 

)jectthan lam. I have been spoken to by sev- 
eral gentlemen from Missouri who have an inter- 
est in this matter, and they believe*it will be for 
the joint benefit of both States. I hope the Senate 

| will consider it favorably. 

Mr. HUNTER. As I understand it, this is a 
claim to give the contractors increased compensa- 

_tion under the pretense of increasing the speed. 
We already expend an immense amount of money 
for mails to California, and it seems to me that so 
far from increasing the amount, it ought to be di- 
minished. 1 doubt whether these overland mails 
are going to be of any benefit to the people of 
California. ‘They are too slow. The great mail 
communication will be by steamers. It will be by 
water that they will get their mails. They are 
not going to wait for these overland mails that 
will take thirty or thirty-eight days, when they 
can get the mails in two weeks by’ water. 

Mr. BRODERICK, It takes but twenty-five 
days by water now from New York to Califor- 
nia. 

Mr. HUNTER. If the Tehuantepec route 

| should answer the expectations of its friends, they 
will get their mails in much less time by that line. 
Iam unwilling to spend more money in experi- 
ments of mail communication, which it is certain 

| cannot be as rapid as those which now exist b 
water. I think the Senator from California told 
us the other day that the expenditure for mail 
communication was something like two million 
dollars a year. 

Mr. BRODERICK. One million eight hundred 
thousand dollars, I was informed. 

Mr. HUNTER, Thisis to increase it beyond 
that sum. In the present state of the Treasury, 
_and of the Post Office Deparument, whose expend- 

itures are so largely above their means, it seems to 

me it cannot be right to contract these increased 
liabilities. 

Mr. BRODERICK. You can dispense with 
three fourths of the other routes, if you will give 
us this one. 

Mr. GWIN. It will be recollected by the Sen- 

ate that at the last session we passed a bill au- 
thorizing the Postmaster General to establish 
overland mail communication with California, 
from some point on the Mississippi river. The 
Postmaster General located that route from Mem- 
phis and St. Louis, by El Paso and the mouth 
of the Gila, to San Francisco. It is, I may say, 
an exclusively southern route. Itis believed, not 
only by the people on this side but on the other 
side of the mountains, that the route named in 
this resolution, which is already established, and 
upon which it is proposed to increase the speed, 
is a better route, and one certainly where all the 
emigration, I may say, has gone to California. | 
hope that those who have heretofore sustained 
the policy of establishing a southern route will 
not now throw obstacles in the way of this route. 
I look upon it asa question of the most vital con- 
sequence, I have no doubt that letters will go as 
| speedily over this mail line as any other route. | 
_eXpect to see it run in twenty days. 
r. HUNTER. Will the Senator from Cali- 
fornia inform me what the present rate of com- 
| pensation is? 

| Mr.GWIN. Three hundred and ten thousand 

dollars on this route; on the southern route it is 
$600,000. The increased price is to be pro rata. 
| Mr. HUNTER. We are to pay one third 

, more. 

| Mr.GWIN. No; we only pay for the increase 

of stock rendered necessary. 

' Mr. TOOMBS. I think it isa matter of some 
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consequence, in the present condition of the Post 
Office revenues, that we should know where we 
are drifting to. The Senator from California 
speaks of the route from St. Louis and from 
Memphis as a southern route. The last Con- 
gress passed the law, and @ very bad law I think 
it was, for you had plenty of people to carry the 
mails from here to California, providing that the 
President and the Postmaster General shou!d 
select the bestand the cheapest route to carry the 
United States mail overland from the Mississippi 
river to San Francisco. On reviewing all the 
routes everywhere west of the Mississippi river, 
they have selected the one from St. Louis down 
by Proce to El Paso, and to San Francisco. It 
was not selected as a southern route, of a north- 
ern route, but as a United States route, upon the 
best, cheapest, and nearest way of getting the 
mail through. 
to law. I have heard nocomplaint on that score. 
I suppose, if they had not done so, there would 
have been a commission of inquiry. I believe 
that is common now. ‘ 
Department, and it is not done to suit gentlemen, 
they get up a commission of inquiry. ‘There 
having been no commission of inquiry in this 
case, | take it the propriety of. this action of the 
President and Postmaster General was generally 
acquiesced in, There was no cheating, no job, no 
swindlingin it. I presume they selected the best 
route. 1 do not know whether they did or did 
not; but I believe so, from the fact that there has 
been no commission of inquiry. 

Here is a point from which the contractors 


agreed to carry all the mails to San Francisco in | 


thirty-eight days. They want to bring the time 


down to thirty days. If the Postmaster General | 
thinks the public service requires that it should 
be expedited, he has the right, under the laws of |) 


the land, to provide for it. Why does he not do 
it? You want to pass this bill to make him do it, 
when he thinks the public interest does not re- 
quire it. 


it these contractors want to get a large additional 
compensation for carrying the mails on this route 
which the Postmaster General does not think 
they are entitled to, for if he thought the increased 


speed necessary, he could order it under the pres- | 
ent law of the land, making the contractors a reg- 


ular pro rata allowance. It is stated in the reso- 


lution that itis important to the public service. It | 


may be; I do not know whether it is or not. 

Mr. HUNTER. I suggest to my friend that 
the resolution not only says he shall be author- 
ized, but directed. I move to strike out the words 
‘and directed.”’ 

Mr, TOOMBS. He is authorized now, and 
the resolution was intended to cover a direction 
against the ideas of the officer at the head of this 
Department. He is now authorized to have this 


increased rate of speed if he thinks it proper, but | 


you propose to direct him to do it whether the 
public interest requires it or not. That is all it 
is intended for. Well, will the Senate direct him 
when they do not know that what he has done is 
his duty, under existing laws? I am told asa 
reason for it, that the travel will go along this line. 
Really, [do not know any reason why the mail 
of the United Sta‘es from this side to the Pacific, 
should go on a road because people do. 
can get a better road for the mails, let us do it. I 
do not see that the United States mail should ne- 
cessarily be carried over a route because it is an 
emigrant route. I think there ought to be an 
overland mail, and it ought to be on the best route. 
it should be a route for the advantage of the 
whole country; it should in no sense be sectional. 


Gentlemen ought to show Congress which is the- 


best route, and let us take that; or if you refer it 
to the Department, let them select it. We have 
got a route selected by the- Department, and we 
have got the Tehuantepec route, and the Panama 
route, and as soon as we can get that free-nigger 
route through Nicaragua, we shall have a Wigger- 
agua route, and we shall havea Honduras route, 
and so we are to have six or seven mails to San 


Francisco. I think we shall be paying too dear 
for the whistle. 


Mr. BRODERICK. The Senator from Geor- | 


gia is correct in saying that the Postmaster Gen- 
eral has a right to reduce the time on this route; 
but he does not see fit to do it. The Postmaster 
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I presume they acted according | 


Why ought you to authorize him? 1) 
do not think many of you have inquired into it 
to know whether it is right or wrong; but I take | 


If we | 





|, General has a mail route from his city to Califor- 
| nia, on which the contractors have contracted to 
' earry the mail in twenty-five days. Itis an im- 
| possibility. I believe the mail can be carried over 
| the'route named in this resolution in thirty days; 

and, if so, you can dispense with your large 

$600,000 contract for the route from Memphis, 


and wkd $175,000 contract for the route from 
| San Antonio in Texas, to San Diego in Califor- 


nia; and you can dispense with all your small 
overland contracts. I shall vote at the next ses- 
sion for the Tehuantepec route. Give us this 
route and that across Tehuantepec, and I think 
the people of California will be satisfied. If the 
Postmaster General were disposed to encourage 


the contractors on this line, I presume he would | 


reduce the time; but I believe he has more inter- 
est in Memphis than he has in St. Joseph, Mis- 
souri, or Placerville, California. This fs a route 
that is very important to the people of my State. 


It is the middle route; it is not an extreme south- || 


‘ern route. I hope the vote will be taken, and the | 
If a trust is confided to a | 


resolution passed. 

Mr. BAYARD. 
is an existing contract to carry this mail in thirty- 
eight days? 

Mr. BRODERICK. There is. 

Mr. BAYARD. I should like to know what 


is the amount paid per annum, under that con- 
tract? 


Mr. BRODERICK. 


thousand dollars. 


Three hundred and ten 


Mr. BAYARD. Then this resolution proposes | 


| to increase that amount one fifth. 
Mr. BRODERICK. Oh, no. The 
will only be for the additional stock required. 


Mr. BAYARD. 


to thirty days, it must be one fifth. 


partment on the subject: 


“The Postmaster General may alter the contract, and 
alter the schedules, on allowing a pro rata increase of com 
pensation within the restrictions imposed by law for the 
additional service required, or for increased speed, if the 
employment of additional stock or carriers is rendered ne- 


|| cessary; but the contractor may, in case of increased expe- | 
dition, relinquish the contract on timely notice (if he pre- 


fer it) of the change.”’ 


the Department will be governed. 


of the Representatives in the other House from 
Missouri, addressed a letter to the First Assist- 
ant Postmaster, who ts familiar with the subject, 
|| in reference to this matter of pro rata increase. 
|| To that letter he has received an answer, of which 
|| I will read the last sentence, as itis the only one 
| that bears immediately on this point: 

|| ‘*If increased speed is ordered, the pro rata rule also 
|| governs, the contractor being paid for the additiona! stock, 


| hands, &c., necessary to accomplish it, proof of which, of 
course, has to be furnisied.”’ 





That is what the pro rata increase is. 
| termined by the amount of increased stock and 
| labor that is required to do the work. That is all 
|| that is meant. 

| Mr GREEN. 
| the increased cost and expense this résolution will 
| necessarily lead to. ‘The Senator from Georgia, 
| [ think, is incorrect when he refers to the Tehuan- 
|| tepec, Nicaragua, and Panama routes as affording 
| ali the facilities that the people of the United States 
| desire from the Atlantic to the Pacific. The North 
|| must have a route; they are entitled to it. 
| not a sectional question. 


Mr. TOOMBs. Will my friend allow me to 





| ask him whether or not the route from New York | 


|| to San Francisco is not a northern route? 
Mr. GREEN. It is not. 


|| people. If they are to send their correspond- 
| ence down to that route, it will take longer than 
|| to send it across the continent on this northern 
|| route; for in order to get there from Chicago, they 
|| must send it to New York or New Orleans, and 


| then after it gets there it must go to Tehuante- | 


| pec, to Nicaragua, or to Panama, and from thence 
to San Francisco. Whileit might take the same 


ought to be remembered by the Senate that in 


| order to go by that route, the correspondence | 


|| must first get to the city of New York. There is 
|| an immense scope of country in the whole North- 


SIONAL CLOSE. 





I wish to ask whether there |' 


increase 


There is a pro rata increase, | 
and if you bring the time down from thirty-eight | 


Mr. YULEE. ‘There is a regulation of the De- | 


That is the regulation by which, I presume, | 


Mr. POLK. The honorable James Crate, one | 


it is de- 


That explains to the Senate all | 


It is | 


it may be for the |, 
'| city of New York; but it is notfor Missouri, for || 
|| lowa, for northern Illinois, and for fifteen million | 


| length of time from the city of New York, it | 











west, embracing Iowa, Missouri, Indiana, Ohio, 
Wisconsin, Michigan, Minnesota, and lilinois, 
all of which must have an outlet. Where are 
they to get that eutlet if you dam up and stop the 
only route they have to the Pacific? 

When we make routes, they are not merely for 
cities; they are for the great public. We have 
already established, under law, the rotte from St. 
Joseph across to Placerville, in California. ‘This 
resolution is only to increase the speed on that 
route from thirty-eight days to thirty, which will 
make ita shorter and a quicker route than any 
other, and it will be a great benefit to the whole 
northwestern part of the Republic of the United 
States. How mach will it cost? Nothing, as the 
Jetter read from the Assistant Postmaster General 
says, except the increase of the material in ear- 
|, rying it—the mules and wagons and wagon-mas- 
| ters. Shall we injure and keep back the North- 
_ west because New York city has already accom- 

modations? because Norfolk may already have 
accommodations? and because New Orleans may 
already have accommodations? § do not think it 
right. Give the same facilities to all sections of 
the country, without reference to locality. If the 
|, correspondence of Towa is driven to the necessity 
of traveling to New York, and starting from there 
{| for California, it is placed behind New York; 
while, if you look at the topography of the coun- 
try, you find itis one third of the way to Cali- 
fornia before it starts. Isit right? No. Let them 
havea straight exit. Letthem go forward. They 
can do it; they prefer it. 

“The question has been asked, why say “ au- 
thorize and direct?’’? I answer, | spoke to the 
Postmaster General myself, this evening, since 
the Senate took a recess, and he says that he 
would rather Congress would direct it than direct 
it himself. Itis not to speak to the Postmaster 
General in arbitrary terms. He prefers it; he is 
in favor of it; but he wants the responsibility 
| taken by the proper power. I think it right. Other 
Senators may not. [t looks to me like extending 
the same facilities,the same accommodations to all 
sections of the Union, without reference to local- 
ity; and for that reason I shall vote for it, and I 
know it is agreeable to the Postmaster General in 
its present terms. I can see no propriety, I can 
see no necessity in compelling the interior, fifteen 
hundred miles from the coast, to go to the coast 
in order to start. | hope the question will be 
taken. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I choose to put the country 
right against the remarks of the Senator from 
Missouri, and his appeal to what he ealis the 
Northwest. I stated that there were already four 
routes to the Pacific; and two of them start in 


Missouri. Where is the injustice to the North- 
west? 

Mr. GREEN. What two routes start in Mis- 
souri? 


Mr. TOOMBS. One from St. Louis, and the 
one on which you now want to increase the speed. 

Mr. GREEN. The route that starts at St 
Louis only taps the route from Memphis for the 
accommodation of St. Louis, not for the accom- 
modation of the Northwest. 

Mr. TOOMBS. It may be that the Memphis 
taps the St. Louis route. According to the con- 
|| tract, I believe the mails are to be carried from 
| St. Louis and Memphis to Fort Smith, where they 

unite. I do not know which taps the other. One 
| Starts from Memphis—not the town of the Post- 
master General, as the Senator from California 
'{Mr. Broperick] stated, for he does not live 

there, but it is in his State—and the other from 
| St. Louis. The great Northwest, ineluding Mis- 
souri, has two routes to California, starting from 
within her own borders. I think that is suffi- 
cient for the Northwest, even if she was ten times 
as big—two out of the four routes. We now pay 
$2,000,000 for this mail service. 

Mr.GREEN. Two millions to Missouri? 

Mr. TOOMBS. Two millions for carrying the 
| mails from this side to the other side. 

Mr. GREEN. Name the routes that get the 
$2,000,000, and the amount that each gets. 
Mr. TOOMBS, There is $310,000 for the St. 
‘Joseph route; $600,000 for the St. Louis and 
Memphis route; $260,000 for the Tehuantepec 
route; and about one million dollars for the route 
| from Panama to San Francisco. 
| Mr. GREEN. How much does the Norti.weet 
1) get of all that? 
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Mr. TOOMBS. Three of the termini are in the 


West and Northwest. One of them starts from 
New Orleans; another from St. Louis and Mem- 
phis; and another from St. Joseph. The great 
Northwest has almost an exclusive advantage in 
this respect. Towa has*only to send her mails to 
St. Joseph or to St. Louis, to go from thence to 
If they want to go through Utah, 
they can dort. If the y want to go by way of Fort 
Smith, they can do so by starting from St. Louis 
or Memphis. If they prefer to go by way of Te- 
huantepec, they can go down to New Orleans, 
and take that route; or they can go to Havana, 
and there tap the route from New York toChagres. 


California.’ 


The Northwest, therefore, has the advantage of 


all the four existing routes, for which we pay 
$2,000,000. Shall we pay more? The whole postal 
bill is $9,000,000, and thatis $4,000,000 more than 
it ought to be. ‘Two million dollars of this goes 
for carrying the mail to one town west of the 
Rocky Mountains. | suppose, however, it com- 
mends itself to the Senate, because it is eXtrava- 
gant and nonsersical, 

Mr. BRODERICK. This resolution is in re- 
lation to the mail to Placerville, in California, 
which issome one hundred and seventy-five miles 
from San Francisco. 

Mr. TOOMBS. There is ancther contract, I 
presume, from Placerville to San Francisco. Is 
there not? 

Vr. BRODERICK. Not that I know of. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I reckon they have mail com- 
In fact, | will undertake to say so 
on general principles, without knowing anything 
about it. I presume there is a mail from Placer- 
ville to San Franeisco. 

Mr. BRODERICK. The mails are carried 
daily from San Francisco to Placerville, if that is 
What the Senator means. 

Mr. TOOMBS. They have a mail fourteen 
times a fortnight to take to San Francisco from 


munications, 


Placerville what arrives there once a fortnight. If 


the Postmaster General thinks it to the public ad- 
vantage to increase the speed on this route, he 
can do it; but the Senator from Missouri says he 
would rather have Congress direct him to do it. 
Certainly. If he does it, he is responsible; and 
when the day of settlement comes for all these 
enormities, he would rather have the responsibil- 
yon any body than Aaron Vv. brown, He would 
rather have you Senators, on this last nightof the 
responsibilicy than take it him- 
already said it ought not to be done; 


session, take the 
self, Hie hies 
for he has not done it; he has already said it is 
not wise to do it, because he has not done it; but 
if the Senate, the House of Representatives, and 
the President direct it, he will no doubt do it with 
the greatest pleasure. 

Mr. POLK l suppose that Congress had 
something to do with running the mail from New 
York to San Francisco by the way of Panama. 
! suppose that Congress took some respopsibility 
about that. | suppose that the Post Office De- 
partmentdid not move in that in the firstinstance. 
| presume that Congress may take the respousi- 
bility of saving that MH is proper to hasten this 
mail between St. Joseph and Placerville. There 
are seme gentiemen, who live immediately on the 
Atlantic sea-board, who seem to think that there 
is no part of this country except what lies along 
the Atlantic sea-board; and the gentleman from 
Georgia seems to be one of those... If there isa 
matl-route established from New York, he thinks 
itis for the accommodation of the Northwest. If 
there 1s a mail-route that runs from New Orleans, 
**thatusfor the accommodation of the Northwest 
and Northeast,’’ says thegentieman. Sir, | un- 
dertake to say that any sevsible man who wished 
to go from New York toSan Francisco, if he had 
a feasible and easy way of going through our own 
country, would never think of going down over 
the Isihmus of Panama, and encountering the 
heat, the disease, and the ineonveniences that are 
on such a reute, if he could go through the tem- 
perate latitude that this route proposes to take the 
mailover, This route is already established. The 
contract time is thirty-eightdays. [tis knowa by 
ail those who have taken the trouble to inquire 
inte wand the Senatorfrom Georgia might know 
ic if he would take the trouble to inform himself 
—that that distamee can be made very easily in 
thirty days, and even in twenty-five days. The 
question vow ts, shall not Congress shorten the 
ume? Some say itis a job for contractors. 


Mr. PUGH. Will my friend allow me to ask | proposition. It will be an immense accommoda- 


him a question ? 

Mr. POLK es, ai, 

Mr. PUGH. By whom was this period of 
thirty-eight days fixed? By the Postmaster Gen- 
eral ? ; 

Mr. POLK. 

Mr. PUGH. 
from Memphis? 

Mr. POLK. 

Mr. PUGH. 

Mr. POLK: 

Mr. PUGH. 1 understand it ali now. 

Mr. POLK. The Senator from Virginia said 
he Suppose d it was a pretense to draw money out 
of the Treasury. The Senator from Virginia is 
very much mustaken; for, if I understand this 


I so understand, 


Twenty-five days. 
By the Postmaster General? 
Yes, sir. 


, subject—and | believe 1 have a pretty good un- 
' derstanding of it—this is a movement that is not 


made at all by the contractors. ‘The contractors 
have no desire to have the time shortened, for they 
get nothing by it except the additional expense 
they will be put to inthe way of horses and hands 
thatare necessary to produce the increased speed. 
lt is not a movement made by those who are in- 
terested in the contract on the route, Well, says 
the Senator from Ge oraia, there has been already 


| 


W hat time is fixed for the route | 


a route established; and he seems to labor under | 


a false impression on this subject. The act of 
Congress to which he alludes, did not give, as I 
maintain, to the Postmaster General, or to the 
President, the right to fix the termini of that route, 
or the direction of it; but it says, in so many 
words, that the mails shall be carried from such 
pomt on 
California, as may be selected by the contractor. 
There has been no commission raised in either 
branch of Congress to inquire into that matter, 
and Lam very glad there has not been. Lam not 
undertaking to say that those who have estab- 
lished that route have not done what they thought 
to be right; and | have nothing to say in con- 
demnation of what has been done here; but when 
this other route may be made so that.a man can 
start from St. Joseph and reach Placerville, in 
Califernia, inside of thirty days, and that with no 
additional expenditure of money, except what is 
necessary to purchase the wagons, the horses, 
and the mules required to produce this increased 
if a 
line can be run over that region of country in that 


time, it will not only be the 


the Mississippi to San Francisco, in 


sper d, ls iy Congress ought to adopt il. 


route that wil carry 
the mail matter, but also many of the passeng: rs. 
Sir, who would go—— 

Mr. SEWARD. Will the honorable Senator 
excuse me for saying to him that I am in favor of 
the passage of his bill; and, if he will consent to 
yield, we will try and pass it if we can; and if we 
cannot, speaking will not help it. 

Mr. POLK. I have nothing more to say. 

Mr. HUNTER 1 just wish to refer to the fact 
that, in California, th amount received 
from postage is $256,994, and the deficit, after 


fross 


paying for transportation in California and for | 


commissions of the Post Office 
$162,859. 


epartment, 1s 
In addition to that, the Senator from 


| California [Mr. Broperick] assures us that it 


costs us $1,800,000 a year to transport the mails 
to the Pacific shore; and, besides all that, we are 
now asked to increase their pro rata allowance to 


this line, on which the time is to be diminished | 


from thirty-eight to thirty days, which will be 
an increase, | understand, of something like one 
fifth. 
Mr. GREEN. What is the cost of transport- 
ing the mail to Norfolk from all points? 
Mr. HUNTER. Nobody can tell. 
no statement of it to Norfolk. 

Mr. JONES. LI have an amendment to offer if 
it is agreeable to the Senate: 

And provided, That the Postmaster General be and he is 


There is 


| hereby authorized, to cause said route to commence at 


Council Bluffs or Sioux City, in the State of Lowa. 


Mr. BRODERICK. I hope the Senator will 


withdraw that amendment. 


Mr. JONES. The adoption of this amendment 
will make the road one hundred and fifty miles 





shorter, and will give to the State of lowa some | 


interest in it, which she has not now. I believe 


| that the first railroad which will be completed to 
the Missouri river, will run through the State of | 
lowa, and that the Government of the United 
States will be saved a considerable sum of money, 
and gain a great deal in time by agreeing to my 
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tion to the State of Minnesota if it commences at 
Sioux City. It will be a saving of at least two 
hundred and fifty miles to the State of Minnesota, 
generally. It willespecially accommodate the city 
of St. Paul in that State. I do not want to have 
any discussion on this subject. Iam willing to 
take the vote at once upon it, and if it is voted 
down I shall be content. 

Mr. BRODERICK. I will inform the Senator 
from lowa that if hisamendment prevails the res- 
olution will have to go back to the House. Itis 
a House resolution. | hope he will see the neces- 
sity of withdrawing it. 

Mr. JONES. 1 am aware of that; and I believe 
the House will pass it in five minutes after it gets 
there with my amendment. 

The amendment was rejected. 

Mr. HUNTER. I now move to strike out the 
words ‘‘and directed,’’ in the fourth line; so that 
the Postmaster General will be simply authorized 
to make this increase of speed if he thinks proper. 

Mr. BRODERICK. I hope the Senate will 
see the necessity of voting the amendment down, 
because the Postmaster General will not increase 
the time if it is left to him. Congress will have 
to do it. 

Mr. HUNTER called for the yeas and nays on 
his amendment; and they were ordered. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. The whole question is in- 
volved in this word ** directed.’’ There is no use 
to pass the resolution with that word stricken 
out, and [ think it of some importance that we 
should pass this resolution, It has transpired 
here in the Senate to-night, and We have learned, 
that the Postmaster General is sending a mail 
around by Memphis, Little Rock, Fort Smith, 
and in that direction off to California, at an ex- 
pense of some six hundred thousand dollars a 
year. Here is a route from St. Joseph at an 
expense of $300,000 in round numbers, half that 
amount, aud the time fixed on the St. Joseph 
route is thirty-eight days. The time fixed on the 
other route is twenty-five days. We are told here 
to-night by the Senator from California that the 
mail cannot be carried on that southern route in 
twenty-five days; and why a contract was ever 
made by the Postmaster General to carry the mail 
in that direction | could never conceive. The 
whole emigration to California overland goes by 
the St. Joseph route, or nearly the whole of it, 
Of the fifty thousand emigrants who have crossed 
the plains, how many, L ask, ever went over the 
southern route? That is the best evidence in the 
world which could be afforded that the proper 


‘route to California is from St. Joseph; and if 


the Postmastgr General has made a contract to 
the prejudice of this route, and in favor of some 
other, ata higher price, I think it is proper that 
Congress should direct him to make the contract 
to carry the mail over the routewhich private en- 
terprise seeks, and which will accommodate the 
greatest number of people. Iltis for the people 
that mails are established. 

‘Mr. HUNTER. Task leave of the Senate to 
make a report from a conference committee. 

Mr. TRUMBULL and Mr. BRODERICK. 
Let us take a vote on this resolution. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Objection being 
made, the report cannot be received. The ques- 
tion is on the amendment of the Senator trom 
Virginia, to strike out the words “ and directed.” 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 2], nays 28; as follows: 

YEAS—Meesrs. Bayard, Benjamin, Bigler, Brown, Clay, 
Clingman, Crittenden, Davis, Hammond, Hayne, Hous- 
tons Hunter, Johnson of Arkansas, Johnson of Tennessee, 
Mason, Pearce. Reid, Slidell, Thomson of New Jersey, 
Toombs, and Wright—21. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Bell, Broderick, Chandler, Col- 
lamer, Doolitue, Douglas, Durkee, Fessenden, Fitch, Foot, 
Foster, Green, Gwin, Hale, Hamlin, Harlan, [verson, Jones, 
King, Polk, Pugh, Rice, Seward, Simmons, Stuart, ‘Trum- 
bull, Wade, and Wilson—28. 


So the amendment was rejected. 


The joint resolution was reported to the Senate, 
ordered to a third reading, read the third time, 
and on pre gesnon ‘* Shall the resolution pass?” 


Mr. BAYARD called for the yeas and nays; 
| and they were ordered, 
Mr. GWIN. I wish to say a single word in 


} 
} 
} 


reply to what has been said in regard to the Post- 
master Geveral. We are indebted to nobody as 
much as we are to him for the establishment of 
this route and the other overland mail route to 
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California, and I have no doubt he will make || 
time on all his routes. 

Mr. BAYARD. The objection to this joint 
resolution is to me very evident. You are alter- 
ing your laws; you are directing the Postmaster 
General to do this, without leaving it to his own 
discretion as in other cases. Again, you have, 
within a year past, authorized the establishment 
of routes, by the Postmaster General, between 
California and the western States; and, when the 
contract is scarcely made, you are then asked at 
once to increase the service by legislative diree- 
tion, to interfere without any statement of facts 
requiring it, without any evidence to show you 
that the amount of letters to be transported by a 
mail of that kind, on this route, would justify the 
expense of it, and to increase this expenditure, as 
far as I can see, some sixty thousand dollars a 
year. Within one year after you made a con- | 
tract for about three hundred and twenty thou- 
sand dollars, you are asked to increase it about 
sixty thousand dollars, without one particle of 
evidence as to the extent of communication by 
letter over this route. There is no time to see what | 
is its extent. Gentlemen speak of it as if it was 
necessary to quicken the time for the passage of 
the mail, with a view to travel. The mail has 
nothing to do with the question of traveling on 
the route. The route is a post route, and persons 
can travel on it. ~The question of the transporta- 
tioh of the mail, and paying for increased trans- 
portation of the mail, must depend on the quan- 
tity of mails to be transmitted. There is no 
evidence of that kind; nothing to justify this ex- 
pense, nothing to show you that the whole post- 
age on the route would amount to even the sum 
you are now asked to expend for quickening the 
transportation on this route, when you have two 
or three other routes. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 29, nays 17; as follow: 


YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bell, Broderick, Chandler, Colla- 
mer, Doolittle, Douglas, Durkee, Fessenden, Fitch, Foot, 
Foster, Green, Gwin, Hamlin, Harlan, Houston, Iverson, 
Jones, King, Polk, Pugh, Rice, Seward, Simmons, Stuart, 
Trumbull, Wade, and Wilson—29. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Bigler, Brown, Clay, Cling- 
man, Crittenden, Hammond, Hayne, Hunter, Jolnson of 
Arkansas, Johnson of Tennessee, Mason, Pearce, Reid, 
Slidell, Toombs, and Wright—17. 


So the joint resolution was passed. 


ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 

A message from @e House of Representatives 
announced that the Speaker had signed the fol- 
lowing enrolled bills; which were thereupon 
signed by the Vice President: 

An act granting a pension to Mary A. M. 
Jones; and 

An act to establish certain post roads. 


NEW POST OFFICE BILL. 

The message glso announced that the House 
had passed a bill (H. R. No. 651) making appro- 
priations for the service of the Post Office Depart- 
ment during the fiscal year ending June 30, 1859. 

The bill was read a first time by its title. 

Mr. PUGH and Mr. TOOMBS. I object to 
the second reading of that bill. 


REVENUE COLLECTION BILL. 

Mr. SEWARD obtained the floor. 

Mr. HUNTER. Lask leave to make aconfer- 
ence report. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Senator 
from New York yield to the conference report? 

Mr. SEWARD. If it will take no time. 

Mf. HUNTER. I cannot tell what time it will 
take. 

Mr. SEWARD. I move to take up the bill 
for the relief of Jane Turnbull. 

Mr, TOOMBS. Ihave a report to make from 
a conference committee. 

Mr. HUNTER. The House has adopted the 
conference report on the revenue bill, and I want 
to make it here. 

Mr.SEWARD. Iwill defer to the considera- 
tion of the report of the Senator from Virginia. 

A message was received from the House of 
Representatives, announcing that the House had | 
concurred in the report of the committee of con- 
ference on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses 
on the bill (H. R. No. 466) making appropria- 
tions for the expenses of collecting the revenue 
from customs, 


Mr. HUNTER submitted the following report: 
The committee of conference on the disagreeing votes of 


| 


| belonged to the House. 
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the two Houses on the bill (H. R. No. 466) making appro- i. The VICE PRESIDENT. Both Houses can* 


priations tor the expenses of collecting the revenue from 
customs, have met, and after ful! and free conference have 
agreed to recommend, and do recommend to the respective 
Houses, as follows : 

That the House of Representatives recede from its disa- 
greement to the fourth amendment of the Senate, ‘nd con- 
cur in the same with an amendment, as follows: Strike out 
all after the word ** warehouses,’ in the fifth line, to the 
word * adduion,” in line eight, and insert, ** or appraisers 


shall receive a compensation more than twenty-five per 
centum great + 


Mr. HUNTER. The effect of that amendment 
is this: we agree to strike out the provision in re- 
gard to the minor officers andemployés. We ap- 
ply the Senate amendment only to the officers 
who receive salaries under law; and we agree that 


| they should not receive more than twenty-five per 


cent. more than the New York officers. It was 
stated by gentlemen who were familiar with it, 
that the compensation to the New York officers 


| wag not to be measured by salary only because 


they received much more from fines and forfeit- 
ures than the officers at any otlrer port. That is 
the report of the committee of conference. 


The report was concurred in. 


INDIAN DEFICIENCY BILL. 


A message was received from the House of 
Representatives, by Mr. Atuen, its Clerk, an- 
noun¢ing that the House had concurred in the 
amendments of the*Senate to the bill (H. R. No. 
555) to supply deficiencies in the appropriations 
for the current and contingent expenses of the In- 
dian Department, and for fulfilling treaty stipula- 
tions with various Indian tribes for the year end- 
ing June 30, 1858. 


POST OFFICE APPROPRIATION BILL. 
Mr. TOOMBS. 


I wish to make a report from 
a conference 


committee. The Senate charged 


| me, with two others of its members, with a free 
| conference with the House of Representatives, 


upon the Post Office appropriation bill. The bill 
We disagreed, and the 
bill has not been returned; but it seems the House 
of Representatives have sent us an original bill. 
I wish to state to the Senate and the country, that 
the Senate was willing to yield to the House of 
Representatives all they asked, if the House would 
give up their privilege of encumbering the mails 
which charged the Treasury with $6,000,000. 
They refused it, and your committee have determ- 
ined to recommend, throuch me, that this House 
adhere to its disarreement; and I trust that the 
Senate will not take up the new bill, at least until 
the other House send us the bill upon which the 
two Houses have disagreed. There are about 


| five or six amendments, and they send us a new 


bill, and not the one they referred to the committee 
of conference. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. What motion does 
the Senator make? : 

Mr. TOOMBS. I have none to make. I 
merely wished to make the report. When you 
get the bill, [ will go further into the position of 
the two Houses. 

Mr. STUART. There must be some question 
on the report, | apprehend. I want to say only 


| one word, and that is, that I am disposed to join 


my friend from Georgia, and see whether the Sen- 
ate is any part of the legislative power of the 
country. 
Mr. TOOMBS. Ido not believe they are, and 
I do not believe they deserve to be. (Laughter. } 
Mr. SEWARD. I move that the Senate take 
up the bill for the relief of Jane Turnbull. 


Mr. HUNTER. I hope we shall decide this 


| question. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. There is no ques- 
tion before the Senate except the motion.of. the 
Senator from New York. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I make the motion that the 
Senate adhere to their disagreement on the Post 


| Office bill. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair asked 
the Senator, and he said he did not make any 
motion. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I did not want immediate ac- 
tion, but I made that report. 

Mr. PUGH. How can we adhere without hav- 
ing the bill? I should like to have that question 
decided. I makethe point thata motion to adhere 
or insist is out of order unless we have the bill. 
I agree with the Senator from Georgia; I intend 
to be with him on the main question; but I dis- 


like veting on a bill which is not before the Senate. ' 


not have the bill at the same time. - 

Mr. PUGH. The bill is in the other House. 
The report is in order, but I do not see that any 
other thing is in order in regard to the bill. We 
cannot act on the bill wh®n it ts not here. 

Mr. HUNTER, I think I can state what are 
the difficulties in the ease. The House of Rep- 
resentatives have certainly ittvolved us in difficulty 
in regard to this bill. They have acted upon the 
supposition, which is not true in a parliamentary 


| sense, that laying the bill on the table is defeating 


it. Whilst a bill which was originated in the 
House and returned to the House with amend- 


| ments by the Senate, is still in existence and 
| lying on their table, they have undertaken to ori- 


ginate another bill and send it tous. J] have no 
doubt they did it from inadvertence. If they had 
possessed any means of putting an end to the bill, 
this other course would have been legitimate. 
Laying it on the table, although by their own rules 
it makes it almost impossible to get atit, yet does 
notin a parliamentary sense destroy the bill. The 
case isa new cne—I suppose unknown in the his- 
tory of parliamentary bodies; but it seems to me 
the proper course would be for a committee of 
conference to consult in regard to it, and get the 
House of Representatives to retrace its steps and 
reeonsider them. They ought to reconsider the 


| vote by which this new bill has been passed, and 


take the other bill from the table. If they do not, 


| [do not see but that we are involved in difficulties 


that are almost inextricable. 

Mr. STUART. Perhaps to avoid all misap- 
prehension, | ought to remark, that I did not — 
what I said a few moments ago, under any feel- 
ings of excitement at all; but I feel that the time 
has arrived when it is best for the Senate to see 
whether their weight, asa legislative part of this 
country, can be felt or not. I think the proceed- 
ings of the House of Representatives mast extraor- 
dinary. The Senator from Virginia 1s undoubt- 
edly correct. When a bill is pending between the 
two Houses, with a committee of conference—a 
free conference between the two Houses—for one 
House to seize that bill and to place it on the table, 
or to do anything else with it which takes it out 
of the reach of both Houses, by the concurrent 
action of their committees, is certainlya most ex- 
traordinary event in the history of legislation. I 
think there is no difficulty in getting over this 
point, and it may be done by recommitting the 


| report to our committee of conference, and let the 


| out of their possession, 





| the committee will have the bill. 


committees notify each other, and meet again, and 
get possession of that bill. That they can do. 
They have a right to the possession of the bill. 
It is not in the power of either House to take it 
It is as much in the pos- 
session of our committee, for the purpose of dis- 
posing of the conference,as itistheirs. Of course, 
under the parliamentary law, it belongs in the 
first mstance, for the purpose of making a report 
on it, to the House that asked the conference; but 
itdoes not belong to that House to seize it and 
put it beyond the reach of the other House. That 
cannot be done. 

Now, sir, | think we get out of the difficulty in 
the way I propose. When the House come to 
see that they have assumed and practiced upon 
this most extraordinary and unjustifiable course, 
I submit that in 
an extreme case, it would be competent for the 
committee to take the bill. The action of the 
House in laying it On the table goes for nothing. 
I want to get at this matter in the most peaceable 
manner; but I am prepared to say that, in my 


jadgment, my duty calls upon me here to-night to 


declare that the bill sent here as a new bill cannot 
be got along with any further than the rules of 
order will coerce it against my judgment. I hope 
to agree with the Senate and with all the Senate 
on the question; but I cannot censent that the 
House of Representatives shall seize a bill while 
itis really before a committee of conference, lay 
it on the table outright without authority, and 
take it out of our reach. In this case it is re- 
markable that the House had agreed to a portion 
of our amendments by a fair vote of the House, 
and they had become a part of the bill; and yet 
they propose now to lay all that on the table, and 
to send us a new bill, commenc¢ing de novo where 
we began in legislation on this question. That 
will never do. 1 suggest, ifthe Senate agree with 
me, that we had better recommit the report, and 
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have the committees reassemble, and see if — 
cannot by consultation relieve.us of this difficul- 
ty. I move, therefore, to recommit the report to 
the committee of conference. 

Mr. HUNTER. I suggest to the Senator from 
Michigan that the best motion would be that the 
Senate insist, and ask for another conference. 

Mr. PUGH. We cannot insist without the 
bill. 

Mr. STUART. I think the Senator from Vir- 
ginia is mistaken. I believe we shal] get along 
best by having 4 consultation between the com- 
mittees. 

Mr. HUNTER. Very well. 

Mr. STUART. I make that motion. 

Mr. SEWARD. 1 wish to know whether the 
committee of conference on the part of the House 
is not discharged, and it is not necessary to ask 
for a new committee of conference ? 

Mr. STUART. No, sir; the Senator will see 
that the committee could not be discharged in this 
manner. The House could act on the report, and 
on nothing else. It was not their bill. They 
could act on the report of the committee; but 
nothing else was in their reach. 

Mr. SEWARD. Perhaps the honorable Sen- 
ator is right, but I think he will find when he 
eomes to have this bill recommitted to the same 
committee of conference, that the members of that 
committee, acting on the part of the House of Rep- 
resentatives, will consider themselves precluded 
from further action apon it, from the fact that the 
bill has been laid on the table in the House. 

Mr. STUART. That is a proceeding which 
they had no authority to take—none in the world 
under parliamentary law. They might as well 
come to us saying they have left that bill down 
on the Potomac bridge. They have no such 
authority, and the committee of conference will 
relieve the two Houses of the whole difficulty, I 
am satisfied, if we recommit the report. 

Mr. BROWN. Ido not think the remedy pro- 

osed by—-— 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
from Georgia withdraw his motion for the motion 
of the Senator from Michigan? 

Mr. TOOMBS. Yes,sir. I think the measure 
proposed by the honorable Senator from Michi- 

an is @ very appropriate and proper one. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is on 
the motion of the Senator from Michigan. 

Mr. BROWN. I do not think it will amount 
to anything. After the extreme action of the 
House of Representatives, they are not likely to 
send their committee tous again. There isarem- 
edy for this state of things, and it will be effective. 
When the new bill is brought up, lay it on the 
table, and let it stay here: give up all idea of 
aoe any appropriation bill for the Post Office 

Jepartmentuntil the session expires: then, at the 
expiration of the session, the President will re- 
convene you, and you will have plenty of time to 
discuss this whole matter over. The President 
wil issue his proclamation, and do it instantly. 


Let us have a session next week, when we can | 


take up business in regular order. I am not for 
patching up things in this way. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I do not think it is worth 
while for the Senate to act in a passion on any 
mere small point of difference between the Sen- 
ate and House of Representatives at this hour of 
the sesrion. We may as well take the matter 
into serious consideration and see how we can 
get out of the difficulty. I do not suppose that 
the House of Representatives want to insult the 
Senate, and | do not think there is any occasion 
for any indignation on the part of the Senate. It 
is a difficulty, and one that embarrasses us at this 
present time; the question is how best we can get 
out of that difficulty without infringing upon our 
own dignity, of which I think there 1s not any 
— danger in reference to such a matter as this. 

think the orginal proposition of the Senator 
from Virginia is the best one, for the simple rea- 
son that it is the one which would be most likely 
to be acceded to. The House of Representatives 
have laid the bill on the table, in consequence of 
a report of a conference committee who, in my 
judgment, having made their report to the House, 
were disch from any further consideration 
of the sabject. They having reported the bill 
back to the House, placed it in the possession of 
the House, and the committee have nothing more 
to do with it. 


Does the Senator | 


1} 
| 


|| committee of conference, they will consider that 
1 proven a sort of imp..‘ation on their course, 


| 


| 
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_ his proposition. 
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If we take the suggestion of the Senator from 
Michigan, and send a message to the House say- 
ing that we have recommitted the bill to the same 


not be very likely to agree to it; but if 
we appoint a new committee of conference, and 
ask the House to do the same, itis a conciliatory 
course, and if the House agree to it, we are at 
once relieved of the difficulty in which we are 
placed; or we might send a message to them, 
asking them to take the bill from the table, and 
recommit it. We can take any form which will 
reach the object. 

I do not think the last night of the session isa 
time to get up questions unnecessarily if they can 
be avoided by proceeding ina regular parliament- 
ary course. With reference to the existing diffi- 
culty, | do not think -it is a remedy which the 
Senate or the House will choose, or which any- 
body ought to choose, to say that we shall let the 
bill fall, and fall for a reassembling of Congress, 
in order to pass the same bill at an extra session, 
when we can as well do it to-night.- It is only 

unisliing ourselves for the sake of showing a 
ittle temper, and it amounts to nothing. 

Therefore, asin my judgment, the course pro- 
posed by the Senator from Virginia is perfectly 
consistent with our own digmity, and perfecuy 
respectful to the House of Representatives, and 
one which they would be likely to accede to, I 
see no difficulty at all in adopting it, and | hope 
it will be adopted in preference to the course sug- 
gested by the Senator from Michigan, which, I 
believe, will only lead to further difficulty, and 
complicate the matter still more. 

Mr. STUART. I think that if my friend from 
Maine will listen to me a minute, lem sausfy 
him that there are two very serious objections to 
It will only increase the diffi- 
culty. In the first place, you get into a difficulty 


/on the question raised by my friend from Ohio. 


Mr. PUGH. Let me suggest to the Senator 
how we can get out of all that. It is competent 
for us to ask a conference with the House on the 
subject of the bill. Leave out the word ‘* insist,’’ 
and then you take no action on the bill, but just 


| ask for a conference. 


Mr. STUART. I say, in the first place, you 


| raise the question whether you can act on the re- 


ort of a conference committee without the bill 
efore you; and my own opinion is that you can- 


| not do that; but, in the next place, the House of 
| Representatives may say to you, ‘** you have ap- 


| to it. 


| of conference without any bill? 








| read, to see what it is. 


pointed a committee of conference on a bill that 
has not any existence.’’ By their rules, the lay- 
ing of a bill on the table, and reconsidering that 
vote and laying that motion on the table, is death 
When they have the proper control of the 
bill, that is the effect of their rules. They may 
say to you, ** you have asked a committee of con- 
ference on that bill; you have a new committee; 


| but we do not propose to appoint a new commit- 


tee.”’ 
Mr. PUGH. Cannot we appoint a committee 

I supposed that 

was never disputed. 
Mr. STUART. 
Mr. PUGH. 


I am aware of that. 
We can make complaint of them 


| of a breach of privilege through a committee of 
| conference. 


Mr. STUART. I cannot make myself under- 
stood unless I have an opportunity to say what 
I desire to say. You may appoint a committee 
of conference without any bill; but that is a very 
different affair from our ordinary committees of 
conference. The Houses may confer together 
without any bill; but it is an entirely different af- 
fair, and treated in an entirely different way. If, 
now, we insist that our committee of conference 
is still in existence, and that the bill is still in ex- 
istence, and our committee return with the noti- 
fication that the Senate insists that that bill is in 
existence, and that this committee is in existence 
with it, they can confer together, and will have 
more chance to reheve us of the difficulty than if 
we appoint a new committee. We shall involve 
ourselves in both these difficulties if we undertake 
to proceed with a new committee. 

entertain no doubt that either body cannot 
proceed to act upon the report of a committee of 
conference. without the bill, because, when the 
report is read you have the right to have the bill 
The report connects 


| itself with the bill. It enumerates the amendments 

y numbers, one, two, three, &c. ‘* What are 
_ they ?”’ some Senator says, all the time. We can- 
| not tell; we have not got the bill.. The report has 
the same number as the bill.- The report is as to 
Senate bill No. 369, for example. The question 
|is on that. They are one and the same thing, 
| You cannot proceed without the bill; bat in this 
| way we have as good a committee as we desire; 
we have a committee that is conversant with al] 
the facts, knows how the difficulties have origin- 
ated, can confer together a great deal better than 
| a new one, and we can relieve ourselves. 

{ agree with the honorable Senator from Maine 
that there is no occasion for any offensive or ex- 
| citable language; but there is an occasion for a 
| deliberate assertion of whatis the parliamentary 
law on our part, and we ought tosay to the House 
of Representatives that they cannot seize a bill, 
in which bill they have agreed to several of our 
amendments by a vote of the House, so that the 
became a part of the bill, and lay that on the ta- 
ble and hahd us something else. Thatcan never 
be done. I wish to relieve ourselves of the dif- 
ficulty, and I think the very best way to do it is 
to recommit the repeet, and then let the commit- 
tees act. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. The difficulty, in my 
mind, is one that the Senator from Michigan does 
not answer; it is that the committee of conference 
| from the House having made their report, and 
the bill being out of their pogsession, there is an 
end of them. 

Mr. COLLAMER. The committee of confer- 
ence had no report to make. They merely re- 
ported that they could not make ayy. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. If they report that they 
cannot muke a veport, that is a report, in one 
sense of the word, and my difficulty is the same. 
Their function is ended, so far as the bill is con- 
cerned, and it amounts to the same thing, whether 
you recommit the report to the same committee 
or appoint a new committee. It is, in fact, the 
same men appointed again a committee to do the 
| same thing on which they have acted, in my judg- 
ment. 

But leaving that, it is not to be presumed that 
the House of Representatives knew or supposed 
that they were doing anything unparliamentary 
or improper. The Senator from Michigan says 
that they had no right to do this by parliamentary 
law; that they have taken a@§ery strange mode 
of proceeding, and one which cannot be justified 
under the parliamentary law. Be it so. That is 
a matter of opinion. They think they can justify 
it. Itis not to be supposed, as I said, that they 
undertook to do a thing willfully and knowingly 
that they believed to be improper. But, having 
done so in the judgment of the Senate—and it 
seems the Senators who have spoken agree on 
that point—the only question is how we shall re- 
mind the House of that fact in a manner to settle 
the difficulty, and to accomplish what we want 
to accomplish—that is, to pass this necessary ap- 
propriation bill. 

I say you will not accomplish that by merely 
sending a message to them, recommitting the re- 
port to the same committee. They will reply to 
you that the report is out of their honda: But if 
you take the course suggested by the Senator 
from Ohio, and simply ask a conference on the 
= of the bill, that is a request to which they 
will be likely to accede, beeause it is not to be 
presumed that the House want a difficulty, any 
more than we want.one. It is to be presumed 
that they wish to pass the bill in a shape that may 
be cntiainatnriy-=te make the necessary appropri- 
ations. If, therefore, we send a message to the 
House, in proper terms, requesting them to ap- 
point conferees to meet conferees on the part of 
the Senate, to take into consideration this existing 
difficulty, it is to be supposed oe reasonable 
men, will be willing to do it. I hope, therefore, 
that course will be taken, because it is the only 
one which will get us out of the difficulty. I pre- 
fer the form suggested by the Senator from Ohio, 
because it removes his objections. 

Another thing 1 do not think it is to be pre- 
sumed that the Tienes act on the principles sug- 
gested by the honorable Senator from Georgia in 
making his report; and that is, that they refuse to 
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onsucha principle. I think the House have some | 
reason in the objection they make. They sent 
us an appropriation bill. In one of the last days 
of the session we put on that bill legislation, and 
legislation of very important character, and legis- 
lation that ought to be accompanied by discus- 
sion and invesugation. We put on it legislation 
raising the rates of postage, a matter that is very 
interesting to all the people of this country. We 
put on that ordinary appropriation bill re get 
abolishing a privilege which has existed almost | 
from the foundation of the Government. We sent 
these amendments to them to be acted on in a | 
moment. The House insist that that is not the | 
proper place forthem. [tis important legislation 
—legislation which they have no time to consider | 
properly, and they say that on this appropriation 
Cin they will not agree to it. 

very large majority, and they os the peo- 


ple much more directly, in my judgment, than we || 


do, and they sent us the bill originally. That is 


the theory of our Government, but I will not || 


make an issue on that. However, they say so, 
and they say so by an overwhelming majority of | 
the House, 

We have conceded over and over again, and 
the Senator from Michigan has argued it on this 
floor many a time, that an appropriation bill, ex- | 
cept in a case of necessity, is an improper place 
to put important legislation upon; and yetin this 
bill we have done that very thing in a most re- | 
markable and striking manner, which he has con- | 
tended himself so many times was improper in | 
itself. Now, can he quarrel with the House for 
saying so? The House say nothing more in ref- 
erence to the matter. They are not to be pre- | 
sumed as saying any thing more; they are not to 
be presumed as saying they would rather tax the | 
Treasury a large sum than give up a personal | 
privilege; but they are to be presumed to say— 
what they may with great propriety—that this 
legislation, being of very important character, 
ought not to be put on this bill. | would rather 
give a favorable than unfavorable construction to 
their action. Under these circumstances this diffi- 
culty arising, and everybody conceding that itisa 
difficulty out of which we ought to getif we can, | 
and as soon as we can, why not take the most 
coneiliatory course, and request them to appoint 
conferees to meet conferees on the part of the 
Senate to see how we can get out of it? It is 
perfectly respectful, perfectly peaceful, and I hope 
it will be done. | 

Mr. TOOMBS. I did not care to do more than 
state the facts when I made this report, as the or- 
gan of the Senate, and I must express my entice 
disapprobation of the speech of the Senator from 
Maine. I think it is due to the ordinary decency | 
of this body and due to the Constitution, that we 
should maintain the rights committed to our hands 
by the fundamental law. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. 

Mr. TOOMBS. Well, sir, at no time in the | 
history of our Government, at no time in the his- | 
tory of any deliberative body, with whose pro- 
ceedings | am acquainted, has such a thingas this 
ever before been heard of. The Senator from 
Maine gives us no precedent. 
Representatives, in the ordinary course of legisla- 
tion, sent us a general appropriation bill, in which 
they proposed legislation, taking $3,500,000 out | 
of the Treasury, without eny authority of law | 
onearth. Talk to me of legislating in appropri- | 
ation bills, when this very bill, as it came from | 
the House of Representatives, contained a dis- 
tinet item of legislation appropriating $3,500,000 | 
of the public treasure, not in pursuance of any | 
previous law, for there was none, but to supply | 
whatever deficiency there might be in carrying on 
the Post Office Department. There was no law for 
it, but it was legislation against the fundamental 
principles of the Government and its practice and | 
policy for sixty years. That policy had been to | 
make the Post Office Department support itself. | 
The House of Representatives did not provide in | 


the bill for the deficiency in this service in the or- | 
dinary way, but they took $3,500,000 out of the | 
Treasury by independent legislation. Now, itis | 
vain to talk about legislating on appropriation | 
bills. The Senate put a job of $500,000 on one, | 
and the other House gulped that down without a | 
wry face, because it was a printing job. There 
was no law for that. The Senator from Maine 
did not complain of it. I rather think he backed it. 


They say so bya | 


|| they would not do it. 


[ agree to that. l} 


} 
| 
The House of | 
] Was it to take to ourselves a privilege? 









Mr. FESSENDEN. I do not know to what your rights, in derogation of your duty, you are 


the Senator refers. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I mean the continuation of the 
State Papers. 

‘ bad FESSENDEN. Is that on the Post Office 
ill? 

Mr. TOOMBS. 
priation bills 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I voted against it. 

Mr. TOOMBS. | thought you were for it. I 
know there was a very great majority for it—two 
| toone—and I was rather addressing the majority. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I voted against it. 

Mr.'TOOMBS. | beg the gentleman’s pardon; 
| but there has not been an appropriation bill passed 
this session without independent legislation, and 
there never has been one since I have been a mem- 
ber of either branch of Congress. 


No; but on one of the appro- 


| the Government. The very reduction of postage, 
of which we complain, took place on the Post 


rates of postage just as they were reduced; and 
so we are following the precedents on this very 


| priation bills is a mere pretense. The committee 


| of the Senate told the committee of the House 
that, in our opinion, the Post Office establishment | 


should maintain itself; that when the three-ceht 
| rate was adopted, it was on the foolish calcula- 
| tion that it would bring revenue enough to sup- 
| part the Department. Experience has shown 


| that to be false, and therefore we propose now to | 


| go back where we started. The other House said 


amendments, and your committee offered to the 


their franks. I am willing to meet them before 
the American people on that point. When the 
public Treasury is charged $6,000,000 for the Post 
O-ice establishment, ought we not to do some- 
thing; and what so appropriate as to relieve the 
public, so far as we ourselves are concerned? I 


of using their franks, the privilege of putting this 
additional weight on the mails, if they would al- 
| low this body to relieve the public from the bur- 





| on the table, and sent us another bill. 

Senators, are you ready to maintain the Con- 
stitution, and your rights and your duties under 
it? or have you become incapable of exercising 
those high constitutional powers committed to 


| you by your fathers, committed to you by the | 
|| sovereign people of your States? Are you ready | 


| to surrender those rights to whoever will ask for 
them? If. you are, then, rather than see this Gov- 
ernment broken down fer such a cause, I could 


| wish to God another Cromwell would come and | 


| 
| tell you, ‘‘ away with that bauble !’’ 
What legislation did we propose on this bill? 


this great Republic? 


was to abandon it. The poor boon asked by this 
body of surrendering their privilege of franking, 


nied by the House of Representatives. They not 
only grasp their own privilege, with a tenacity for 
which I desire to beth ahent to account before the 
freemen of this country, and on which | am will- 
ing to meet them anywhere, but they will not let 
you do it, because they do not like the discrimin- 
ation. To get rid of the bill, instead of, accord- 
ing to parliamentary law, with manly firmness 
adhering to their position, they sneak off and lay 
the bill on the table, and send you a fresh one. 
That is the course of the House of Representa- 
tives. They would not say that they adhered to 
their disagreement because we brought them to 
the naked point; but they thought they would 
sham it and give us a clean bill; a clean bill—only 


money, and they ask us to spare them, oh spare 
their rights and privileges; let them put their cor- 
respondence as a burden on the people of the 
country, no matter whatit costs the public. Then, 
against the usage, against parliamentary law, 


That has be- | 
come the universal rule—the universal policy of 


Office appropriation bill. We propose to raise the | 


point; and this talk of legislation on mere appro- | 


There were three or four | 


committee of the other House that we would | 
abandon all our amendments if they would give | 
up the right of filling up the public mails with | 


was willing to leave the other House the privilege | 


| den of their franks; but they would not do that. | 
| | wanted to put our proposition in writing, and | 
report the facts; but they would not agree to that, | 
They taok the bill back to their own Hall, laid it | 


taking from the public Treasury ten millions of | 
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called upon to surrender these high privileges to 

a codrdinate branch. As God lives, I will never 

do it by any vote of mine. 
Mr. PUGH. Me. President 
Mr. FESSENDEN. Will the Senator allow 





| me to say a few words in reply to the Senator 





| appropriation bills, 
| course; and I went no further than to say that, 





Was it to increase the burdens of the people of | 
No; it was to lessen them. | 
No; it | 


which is an onerous burden to the people, is de- | 


| 


; 


| 


against precedent, against practice, in defiance of | 


from Georgia? 

Mr. PUGH. Yes, sir. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Mr. President, I have to 
state, in reply to the Senator from Georgia, that 
what I said in reference to legislation was to be 
taken in the ordinary sense in which that term is 
used here. The House of Representatives sent 
us an appropriation bill, making appropriations 
to enable the Postmaster General to execute the 
laws with regard to the Post Office Department 
under his charge. I do not know thatethere was 
any other legislation on it. I am not aware that 


| it contaimed any legislation on general subjects. 
| If the bill did anything more than execute the 


laws as they existed, I suppose the Senator from 
Georgia can specify what further it did. 

Mr. TOOMBS. It contained legislation to the 
amount of $3,500,000. 

Mr. FESSENDEN, 
was. What was it for? 

Mr.COLLAMER,. That was only to supply 
deficiencies jn the postages. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I am informed by the 
Senator from Vermont that that provision was, in 
fact, to carry out the existing laws; because it was 
only a provision that, in case the postages did not 
amount to enough to execute those laws, the de- 
ficiency should be taken from the Treasury. Then 
the whole bill did nothing but make appropriations 
to carry out existing Jaws; and in that sense I 
spoke of it. I have not been one of those who 
have complained very much of putting legislation 
on appropriation bills in regard to subjects not 
applicable to those bills. That has been no com- 


I do not know how that 


| plaint of mine, nor has it been of the Senator from 


Michigan; bué I believe it has been very frequently 
of the Senator from Georgia. It is very well known 
that the other House, at this Congress, have been 
somewhat sensitive on this subject: they have 
objected, and objected strongly, to legislation on 
I was commenting on their 


when the House of Representatives acted upon a 
subject of that kind, instead of being presumed to 
act from mean motives, and to be sneaks, as the 


| Senator from Georgia calls them, in not a very 


parliamentary mode I must say, it was just as 
well to take it for granted thata coérdinate branch 
of the Legislature acts from good motives, and on 
good and sufficient grounds, as from mean mo- 
tives,and grounds that cannot be sustained. The 
Senator from Georgia talks about our high priv- 
ileges under the Constitution. I value them as 
highly as he does, or as any other man does; but 
have not the House of Representatives their rights 
and their privileges, too? Are they not a coér- 
dinate branch of the Legislature with us? 

Mr. TOOMBS. They are equals; no more. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Why, then, may they not 
assert their rights as well as we assert ours? We 
have equal rights; no more than they. We are 
elected for a little longer time, but that does not 
make us any better men or give us any higher 
rights. Now, what! complain of with reference 
to this matter, is, that simply because the Senate 
cannot carry its own points, feeling should arise 
here against the House of Representatives. Why 
should not they complain of us when we do not 
agree to some amendments which they make to 
bills? Why do they not say “ we do not allow 
the Senate to dictate to us about our amend- 
ments?’? We do not hear any such language from 
the other House that I know of; I never heard of 
their using it; and if they had used it, I should 
eee it wholly out of the ordinary course of 
things. 

lask again, why should we, because the House 
of Representatives do not choose to agree to some 
amendments of ours, impute mean motives to 
them, and use language which is calculated to 
excite them still more; which is calculated to pro- 
duce the very effect we deprecate, and to resultin 
the loss of an important bill simply for the reason 
that they act upen principles which they value, 
from motives that are sufficient to them? and they 
have a right to be presumed to be quite as honest 
men as we are, and to have the good of the coun- 





~ pale Hg 
ee ens 


eae 


ee 


ee Con ene 


LN EAST ee 






Cea 


See ERE eye PRO RAN TED MMR 


: 
, 











3008 _ 


try as much at heart as we have. I do notimpute 
any such motives to the House of Representatives. 
‘They may have good reasons for saying that they 
will not agree to abolish the franking privilege, | 
voted for thatabolition myself, and | must confess 
that I did itaapona somewhat selfish ground, and 
that was, to get rid of the immense labor which 
it entails. It would be a great relief, so far as I 
am concerned, to get rid of it; but I doubt very 
much (and if that doubt had been certainty, I 


TY 
} 


Mr. PUGH. Ithinkthis increase of $5,000,000 || appropriation bills in other respects beyond th 


should not have given the vote | did) whether tt | 


is doing the people so much good to abolish the 
franking privilege, as has been supposed. It has, 
however, been called for in some of the public 
»rints—prints of importance, representing the 


people: it is said to be public opinion; and if the | 


people think it is a privilege which ought to be 


abolished, f am willing to try it, for God knows || 
I shall be happy to be rid of the labor which it | 


entails upon me. The other House may judge 
differently. They are a much larger body than 
weare. It is to be presumed that, in so much 
larger a body, there isa greater amount of collec- 
tive wisdom. We need not arrogate ital! to our- 
selves. The Senator from Georgia will permit me 
to say that he has too often denounced the Sen- 
ate, perhaps not exactly as corrupt, butas derelict 
to all its duties under the Constitution, to a&sume 
to stand forward as the organ of this body claim- 
ing any very great micety of honor for it on this 
occasion, or any other, because we happen to 
differ from the House of Representatives. 

I say as I said before, that | see no ground for 
making these charges against the House of Rep- 
resentatives. They are to be presumed to act, 
and I believe have acted, from as good motives as 
we have, and it does not become us as a Senate, 
because we happen to differ from them, to de- 
nounce them, and say we will take no course to 
make an agreement with them forthe reason that 
they have happened to do a thing which we think 
is unparliamentary. We do unparliamentary 
things ourselves; but itis not to be presumed that 
we do them from bad motives or with bad intent. 
1 wish to settle this difficulty. I wish the Senate 
to act like a dignified body, and instead of flying 
into a passion and denouncing the House of Rep- 
resentatives, to send a message to them in good 
temper, requesting a further conference. That is 
the course becoming to us, and | hope we shall 
adopt it, 

LOAN BILL. 

A message was received from the House of 
Representatives by Mr. Auten, its Clerk, an- 
nouncing that the House concurred in the Senate 
amendment to the bill (H.R. No. 582) to author- 
ize a loan not exceeding the sum of $15,000,000, 
with amendments. 

Mr. PUGH and Mr. HUNTER rose. 

‘Lhe PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from Virginia. 


Mr. PUGH. I yielded the floor to the Senator | 


from Maine. I did not know that I lost it. 

Mr. HUNTER. 1 wish to ask for a pause in 
this business, that we may take up the loan bill. 
1 want to get it through to send it to the President, 


and then we can resume this discussion, if there || 


be no objection. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Mason.) 
it may be done by common consent. [** No ob- 
jection!”*] | The Chair hears no objection. 
~ "The Senate proceeded to consider the amend- 
ments of the House to the amendments of the 
Senate to the bill (H.R. No. 582) to authorize a 
loan not exceeding the sam of $15,000,000. The 
House concur in the amendments of the Senate 
with two amendments; first, in line four, strike 
out the word ** fifteen,” and insert “ twenty,’’ so 
that the amendment will read, ** a sum not exceed- 
ing $20,000,000;’’ and next, in line sixteen, to 
strike out * five,’ and insert **six,’’ so that it 
will read, ** bearing a rate of interest not exceed- 
ing SiX per centum,’’ instead of five per centum. 

Mr. HUNTER. I will say, in regard to the 
proposed increase of the sum, that the Secretary 
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| is asingular thing at this time of the session, and | amounts-estimated, . 


| | am constrained to ask for the yeas and nays on 
that amendment, 
| ‘The yeas and nays were ordered. 
| Mr. SIMMONS. I should like to ask how 
| long this loan is for? 
Mr. HUNTER. The same length of time 
| named in the original bill. 

Mr. SIMMONS. Twenty million dollars, at 
six per cent., for fifteen years? 

Mr. HUNTER. Yes. I ask that the question 
be taken separately on the different amendments. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on the amendment first read. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. 
| ator from Virginia whether he proposes to move 
a concurrence 
House ? 


Mr. HUNTER. 


‘ 


i} 
| 


Mr. HOUSTON. I believe the understanding 
is that only- two of the regiments are to be dis- 
pensed with. [am authorized by the Secretary 
of War to say that it is desirable to have the re- 


| giments of rangers for Texas. 


| 
} 


/ 


| 


| tions, not by the loans. 


I desire to ask the Sen- || 


in the other amendment of the || 


i| 


I am willing to concur in it. || 


I always thought it was a matter of indifference. || 


I think it unimportant. Let that be settled just 
as the Senate choose. I would advise them to 
coneur in it by way of closing the bill. I have 
no doubt it will be a five per cent. loan if we fix 
the maximum at six per cent.; butaf they prefer 
to adhere to five per cent. as a maximum, | am 
very willing. I make no point on that. 

Mr. SIMMONS. I suppose the Secretary of 
the Treasury will getabout two millions premium 
on a six per cent. loan for $20,000,000. That 
will make it $22,000,006 instead of the $15,000,000 
originally asked for. 

Mr. TOOMBS. As I have not concurred in 
| the expenditures which have swollen this neces- 
sity, | simply wish to announce the reason why 
I shall not vote for this loan. I think the Gov- 
| ernment is right in demanding it, and I think 

Congress is bound to grant it; because it is ut- 
| terly impossible for the Government to carry on 
the administration of the country without paying 
what is voted here; but as lam not responsible 
for the appropriations which [ do not approve, I 


shall not borrow one dollar of the money, but let | 


those who have voted the money raise it. 


Mr. SIMMONS. What is the proposed amend- || was the amount estimated by the Government 


ment now? 


| 


Mr. HUNTER. If that was so, it would only 
increase the appropriations. 

Mr. HOUSTON. | hope that regiment will 
not be dispensed with. 

Mr. HUNTER. I will only add that the ex- 
penditures are to be measured by the appropria- 
The Secretary 1s of the 
opinion—and I am inclined to think he is right— 
that there will be great danger of an extra session 
having to be called unless we enlarge the loan to 
this amount. But it will be for the Senate to de- 
termine. It is.a late hour of the night, and I hope 
we shall determine it one way or the other. 

Mr. SIMMONS. I should like to ask the Sen- 
ator from Virginia, as he seems to understand 
this matter, whether the five millions we appro- 


| priated in what was called the deficiency bill, in 


consequence of the anticipated troubles in Utah, 
for the next fiscal year, wi!] not now, a great deal 
of it, remain in the Treasury for other uses, in- 
asmuch as the war is likely to cease? 

Mr. HUNTER. On that subject I am not au- 


_ thorized to speak; but I should think the state of 


affairs in Utah justify us in hoping that the ex- 
penditures will be diminished. 

Mr. SIMMONS. I have no doubt, myself, 
from the estimates made when this loan was 
called for, that, including the three regiments and 
the $5,000,000 appropriated for Army transpor- 
tation, at least $9,000,000 will be remitted to-the 
Treasury for other uses. I cannot conceive how 
it is possible that, within a fortnight, we are 
called upon to add $5,000,000 to the loan, though 
we have cut off $9,000,000 from the appropria- 
tions.. I cannot conceive how people can expect 
the Government to go on with such calculations. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. I simply want to in- 
quire of the honorable Senator from Virginia what 


| itself for its expenses during the coming year? I 


Mr. HUNTER. Merely to add $5,000,000 to 


the loan, 

Mr. SIMMONS. 
tain the Senate on this subject; but since the 
$15,000,000 was asked for we were, by a special 


| message in regard to the Utah war, yesterday told 


of the Treasury is of opinion, from-examining | 


the appropriation bills, so faras they have passed, | 


that it would not be safe to adjourn until we have | 


provided him with the right to borrow $20,000,000. 
will add that it was my original opmion, before 
the loan bill was introduced for $15,000,000, that 


that the Treasury was relieved from an appropri- 
ation of about four and a half million dollars that 


I have no disposition to de- || 


was estimated for when this bill was first intro- | 


duced, [am utterly surprised at the course of 
things here. This is the fourth proposition fora 
loan in the last five months, and I do not know 
how people make estimates. 
diminution of the expenses by the abandonment 
of the three regiments, which are now said not to 
be desired. If Ll understood the message of the 
| President yesterday, he said there would certain! 

be no occasion for calling out two of the regt- 
ments, and he did not desire the one for Texas: 


that is, $4,500,000 of the money that was estimated | 


for by the Treasury Department when this loan | 
| was asked, will not be spent, That so-called Utah | 


war was assigned as a reason for most of the items 
in the deficiency bill, which was nearly ten mil- 
lion dollars. 1 was at a loss then to understand 
why that was not apprehended when the former 
loan bill was asked for. 

On the 8th day of December, when the Secre- 
tary made his annual report to Congress, he _re- 
| ported that he would have enough to go through 
the year, and have over four hundred thousand 
dollars left at the end of this fiscal year. Within 
a fortnight of the meeting of Congress he asked 
for a $20,000,000 loan, which you granted; and 
subsequently, by some sort of estiraates that I 
could not comprehend, he asked for $15,000,000 
more. Since that time we have lessened the ap- 
propriations to the amount of at least $4,500,000, 
and he asks a loan of $5,000,000 in addition to the 

15,000,000. I do not know but that isall right. 

certainly would not withhold it if I thought it 
| would be needed; but I am utterly surprised at 
| that system of financiering for a country. 

Mr. HUNTER. All I have to say in regard 





the sam should have been $20,000,000 instead of || to the appropriations.is, it is true we do not pro- 


$15,000,000, I bkope the Senate will concur in the 
amendment of the House. 


} 


pose to ask for the bill for volunteers. 


I think 


they will not be needed. But we have added to 


acts nettttnacinactnceti 
er 


Here is $4,500,000 || 


think it was about seventy-four or seventy-five 
million dollars. Am I right? 
Mr. HUNTER. Yes, sir. 
sive of the three regiments. 
Mr. CRITTENDEN, ‘L-understand it was 
exclusive of that. It has been intimated that we 
have carried up the expenditures of the Govern- 
ment far beyond the means of the Government, 
Now, | do not know in what particular we have 


That was exclu- 


| done this, The Government originally estimated 


for $75,000,000, or more, exclusive of the regu- 
lar regiments which they proposed should be per- 
manently added to the Army, at an expense of 
four or five million dollars a year; and the Senate, 


| for the sake of economy, provided volunteers. 


We should be credited for that much economy, 
at any rate. Now, we are told upon the part of 
the Government that we have swelled up the ap- 
propriations to a sum unexpected by them in the 
first instance. My friend from Georgia seems to 
think that we are bound to make this appropria- 
tion, because, he says, we have made the expendi- 


| ture. Ido not Know in what way we have done 


it. We have not, in any case, gone beyond the 
ordinary appropriations made by Congress. Did 
not the Government anticipate and know that 
there were private claims against the Government, 
and that, to some extent, in justice, we were 
bound to allow them? Certainly. In what other 
particular have we surpassed the usual course of 
the precedents in Congress? We have prevented 
the Goyernment from expending $4,000,000 at 
least more than they desired to do with respect 
to the Army. Ido not see that we are entitled to 
such a charge at all. 

Mr. HUNTER, I hope the Senator from Ken- 
tucky does not understand me as making any 
such charge against Congress. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN, No, sir; I do not. 

Mr. WILSON. We received, this morning, & 
message from the President of the United States, 
which, it seems to me, was sent in here for the 
purpose of giving the country to understand that 
the Congress of the United States had gone much 
beyond the requirements of the Government in 
appropriation. Now, sir, | have paid some little 
attention to the subject of appropriations and the 
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finances of the Government this year, and I do 
not think that any man who has paid any atten- 
tion to those things has been at all disappointed 
in the estimates and calculations. In all the read- 


ing I have given the public documents, I have || 


never read or heard of such estimates as we have 
had made this year from the Secretary of the 
Treasury. 

Some of us said here, a few days ago, that this 
bill making a loan of $15,000,000 would not carry 
us to the Ist of January. Every man in the 
country who devoted any attention to the subject 
knew it. The Senator from Rhode Island (Mr. 
Simmons] knew it as well then as he knows it 
now. I do not rise at the present moment to de- 
bate this question, but to state that when you 
have footed up these estimates and the appropri- 
ations of Congress, you will find, sir, that the 
Congress of the United States has not appropri- 
ated so much money as the Administration de- 
manded. They have asked for more than we 
have given. Four fifths of the additional appro- 
priations the Administration had a right to expect 
Congress would appropriate for matters which 
were right in themselves. I say four fifths of 
per appropriations the Government have antici- 

ated, 

P But with all this, we have not exceeded the ap- 
yropriations they have demanded. Why, sir, 
taey demanded five regiments, which would have 
cost $5,000,000 annually. They demanded ten 
vessels of war. Two million dollars more would 
have been required for that purpose. They de- 
manded $2,000,000 for fortifications. I believe 
we have given a small amount for that object— 
some five or six hundred thousand dollars. We 
all know, Mr. President, that the deficiency bill 
was pressed through here with all the power of 
the Government, and those of us who did not join 
in its support, no matter to which side we be- 
longed, received the censure of the official journal 
of the Government. 

This is the fact of the matter. I say here to- 
night, and I want the country to understand it, 
that the Congress of the United States has not 
appropriated as much money as this Administra- 
tion demanded; that this loan, and all the loans and 
all the means to raise money for this Government 
is only to supply the absolute imperative demands 
of this Administration, and we shall hold the Ad- 


ministration responsible for this entire sum of || 


money. This is all I wish to say upon the sub- 
ject. Itis no time for debating it, but | protest 
sons settling upon this Congress, by the Pres- 
ident or anybody else, the responsibility of having 
rendered necessary the addition of $5,000,000 to 
this loan bill. 

Mr. IVERSON. The Senator from Massachu- 
setts is mistaken, I think, in regard to the amount 
of estimates made by the Administration. The 
Administration did not include, in the estimates 
for this session, anything for the five regiments. 
Those regiments were not raised. 
cessary, by act of Congress, to authorize them 
before they were estimated for. They were not 
part of the estimates; nor were there any estimates 
made for the ten sloops-of-war. They were not 
built, or authorized to be built, by Congress. 

Mr. WILSON. They were demanded. 

Mr. IVERSON. I know they were asked to 
be built, but their cost did not form a part of the 
original estimates. 

ow, in relation to the present proposition, I 
will simply make this remark: if $20,000,000 are 
authori to be borrowed, and the appropria- 
tions do not require the expenditure, then there 
is no harm done. If we only authorize a loan of 
$15,000,000, and the appropriations exceed the 
amount, then the Government must be embar- 
rassed. If, on the other hand, we authorize a loan 
of $20,000,000, and the appropriations shall not 
reach that sum, then, as a matter of course, the 
loan not being ealled for or demanded, the money 
will not be expended. Neither the Secretary of 
the Treasury, nor the President, has any power 
to put his hands into the Treasury and take out 
money without an appropriation made by Con- 
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gress. There is, therefore, no danger whatever in 
authorizing a loan of $20,000,000. No man under- 
stands what is or will be appropriated by Con- 


gress. 
yond what gentlemen on the other side of the 
| Chamber seem to anticipate. It is certainly the | 
safest course to authorize a loan of $20,000,000, | 
because no harm would come if it should exceed | 


Mr. SEWARD. well for Sena- 


| [tis all ver 
| tors to add $5,000,000 to this bill. I might pos- | 
| sibly, under the circumstances of the case, as it is 
| shown by the Administration to be imperatively | 
| necessary, agree to it myself. I should be the 


more inclined to think I could vote in favor of | 


istration, if the Administration itself was ingen- 


| own action and of Congress. But we are met 
| here on the last day of the session with a lecture, 
/and reproved for prodigality, for extravagance 
| by Congress, from the President of the United 
| States, and it is followed up by an_ additional 
| application for a loan of $5,000,000, That causes 
me to review the whole of this subject, and I find 
that the Administration recommended, at the 
beginning of the session, provision for five regi- 
ments to be added to the standing Army, and for 
ten sloops-of-war to be added to the standing Navy 
of the United States. Both measures were sub- | 
mitted with a recommendation to Congress, and | 
yet for neither did they estimate at all. Their 
calculations, therefore, fall short of their own 
demands for the public service, as they recom- 
mended Congress to provide for it by the immense | 
amount of these provisions for additions to the | 
Army and Navy. 
Then, again, the Administration recommended | 
| to us, as a sacred duty, in order to maintain na-» 
| tional faith, to pay the Amistad claim, which it | 
| was alleged was due to Spain, which Congress has | 
made no provision to pay; and I suppose the Ad- | 
ministration made no estimate for that amount. 
| We shall have to complain of the Administration 


which it has not estimated; and we have the merit 

of having reduced our appropriations for all these 

points within the limits Thick the Administration 

did recommend, and a great many other things of 

| the same kind. 

Then, Mr. President, in looking over the action 

| of this Congress, I have been surprised to see | 

| the unanimity of both Houses in waiving and | 

poapaning large claims. There was a claim of | 
$347,000, | think it was, that was recommended 

to us-by the Committee on Military Affairs, to 

| pay an alleged war debt in Florida. There isa 


| claim of five, six, or seven million dollars for the || 
| defense of Washington Territory in the Indian || 


wars, both of which were passed by. There has 
been recommended to the consideration of Con- 

Stes by a proper committee, the payment of the | 
| bill for indemnity for French spoliations, amount- | 


ing to $5,000,000, which Congress has omitted || 


| and refused to make any provision for. We have 
| 
| 


cut down our appropriations. A portion of us || 
here—that portion with which I act—haveasked || 


Congress to amend the system for the ecilection 
| of the revenue, by the substitution of domestic for 
| foreign valuation of imports; which was refused 
| by the friends of the Administration, upon the | 
| ground that its effect would be to raise an in- 
| creased amount of revenue, and, tnerefore, that 


the Constitution. Sir, the Administrationmight | 
| well have reckoned that we should add to the | 
appropriations made by Congress the sum of 
| on which was necessary, as shown by the 
ar Department, to preserve our ports, our piers, 
our harbors and our rivers, on the sea-coast and 
| lakes; and yet Congress, under the pressure of 
| the Treasury, has declined to make chose appro- 
| priations. 
| Now why cannot this Administration be just? 
Why can it not be manly and own before the 
| world that, owing to circumstances beyond its 
' controland unforeseen by the financiers here, and 





The appropriations may exceed much || 


} 
| the amount necessary to be expended. 


| 
such a proposition at the request of the Admin- | 


| uous in its exposition of the finances, and of its || 


| Brown, Clay, Clingman, Davis, Fitch, Green, 
| ter, Iverson, Johuson of Arkansas, 


that it has recommended to us appropriations for || 


the Senate had no right to make such a bill under || 
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| unforeseen throughout the world, there has been 
| a deficiency in our revenue; that their estimates 
'were based on anticipations of revenue which 
have been disappointed, and they are obliged to 
depend for a season upon loans or else replen- 
ish the Treasury by the revision of the revenue 
laws? Either measures must be introduced for 
the revision of those laws, or else it is the inten- 
tion to leave time to develop what shall be the 
necessary measures finally for the reimbursement 
of the loans. I should never have complained of 


| the Administration under all the circumstances 


of the period if they had done that. I should 
never have complained of any deficiency in their 
estimates, but I cannot sit here contentedly and 
receive lectures from them for misjudgment or for 
| extravagance in Congress. 
Mr. BROWN. I think, Mr. President, it must 
be aprecen to every one now, that this session 
can by no possibility close on Monday. Itis ut- 
terly out of the question. I do not want to dis- 
cuss the proposition under consideration. I am 
opposed to it. Ido not think it can by any chance 
result in any good; and as the session must be 
prolonged, and it is now nearly twelve o’clock at 
night, [ move that the Senate adjourn, [** Oh,no.’”} 

[he motion was not agreed to. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Mason.) 
The Chair will state that the question is on, the 
first amendment of the House to the amendment 
of the Senate to this bill, upon which the yeas and 
nays have been ordered. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 


| resulted—yeas 24, nays 21; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Benjamin, Bigler, Bright, 

win, Hun- 

Jones, Mason, Reid, 
Rice, Sebastian, Slidell, Stuart, Wright, and Yulee—24. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bell, Broderick, Chandler, Collamer, 

Crittenden, Fessenden, Foot, Foster, Hale, Hamlin, Har- 

lan, Houston, Johnson of Tennessee, Kennedy, King, Pugh, 
Seward, Simmons, Toombs, Trumbull, and Wilson—21. 

| So the amendment of the House to the amend- 

| ment of the Senate was concurred in. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
| now is, on the next amendment of the House 
changing the rate of interest from five to six per 

| cent. per annum. . 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I hope this second amend- 
ment will not be acceded to. I think it would be 
an equivalent to an increase of this loan for sev- 

eral millions beyond the apparent amount. 

Mr. HUNTER. I ae five to six per cent. 
myself. I concur in what the Senator from Lou- 
isiana has said. Iam willing to vote down the 
amendment. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. 
down. 
The amendment was not agreed to. 


| On motion of Mr. HUNTER the title of the 
bill was amended so as to read: An act to author- 
ize a loan not exceeding the sum of $20,000,000. 


PROPOSED ADJOURNMENT. 


Mr.SLIDELL. I now renew my motion that 
the Senate adjourn. It is very evident that we 
can do nothing. We iave passed ail the appro- 
priation bills. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. I hope we shall not 
adjourn. We can pass a number of private bills. 

Mr. SLIDELL. I make the motion. 

Mr. SEWARD called for the yeas and nays; 
and they were ordered; and, being taken, resuit- 
| ed—yeas 17, nays 29; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Alien, Benjamin, Bigler, Bright, Brown, 
| Clay, Clingman, Harlan, Johnson of Arkansas, Johnson of 


| Tennessee, Mason, Polk, Slidell, Toombs, Trumbull, 
| Wright, and Yulee—17. 
NAYS—Messrs: Bayard, Bell, Broderick, Chandler, Col 
| lamer, Crittenden, Davis, Fessenden, Fitch, Foot, Foster, 
| Green, Gwin, Hale, Hamlin, Houston, Hunter, Iverson, 
Jones, Kennedy, King, Pugh, Reid, Rice, Sebastian, Sew- 

| ard, Simmons, Stuart, and Wilson—29. 


| So the Senate refused to adjourn. 


ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


A message from the House of Representatives, 
| by Mr. Aen, its Clerk, announced that the 
Speaker had signed the following enrolled bills 


I trust it will be voted 
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and joint resolution; which thereupon received 
the signature of the Vice President: 

An act making appropriations for the trans- 
portation of the United States mail by ocean | 
steamers and otherwise, during the fiscal year 
ending the 30th of June, 1859; _ ; | 

An act to supply deficiencies in the appropria- 
‘ions for the current and contingent expenses of 
the Indian department, and for fulfilling treaty 
stipulations with various Indian tribes, for the | 
year ending June 30, 1858; and 

A resolution in regard to the carryin 
United States mail from St. Joseph, in 
to Placerville, in California. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
Mr. CRITTENDEN. I hope the Senate will 


now consent to take up the bill for the relief of | 
Jane Turnbull. [ask that it be taken up. | 
Mr.CLAY. I have been trying to make a re- || 
ort from a committee. i] 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. And I have been try- 
ing to get up this bill for a long time. 

Mr. lVERSON. I rise toa point of order. It || 
is this: that at the time the Senate agreed by com- || 
mon consent to take up the loan bill there was a 

uestion pending which was only suspended for || 
that purpose, and is now the only thing in order. | 

Mr. STUART. It was on my motion to re- || 
commit the Post Office erazeprnties bill to the 
committee of conference. hat was the pending || 
question, when, by unanimous consent, the loan | 
bill was taken up. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The opinion || 
of the Chair is, that having been gasees by, it | 
gave precedence to the subject which has just been | 

isposed of. 

Mr. STUART. Oh, no, sir; the Post Office bill 
was simply passed over by unanimous consent, 
in order to consider the amendments to the loan | 
bill, without displacing it at all, 

Mr. BIGLER. I should like toask the unan- 





of the 
issouri, 


imous consent of the Senate to introduce a reso- || 


lution. 
Mr. BROWN. I object. 
Mr. STUART. 1 think the Post Office bill is | 
in the condition I have stated, that is on my mo- || 
tion to recommit the report to the committee of | 
conference. I think it vs important that the || 
question should be disposed of. I hope the vote | 
will be taken now. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The present | 
occupant of the Chair was not in at the time, but 
he now recollects that the subject before the Sen- 
ate passed over by unanimous consent was the | 
Post Office bill. 
Mr. CRITTENDEN. It was interrupted by 
other business. I am sure my friend from Mich- || 
igan would not wish us to vote on that question | 
without having the necessary information in re- 
lation to it. think the subject would suffer 


| 
; 
i 
| 


| 
| 
| 


nothing by being allowed to remain in the House | 


of Representatives, and leaving it unacted upon. | 
If it be in order, | move to postpone the Post Of- 
fice appropriation bill, in order to take up the bill 
I have mentioned. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I hope not. When there | 
is so much important business before the Senate, 
and so many dings that must be attended to, it | 
seems to me to be pressing very hard that every- | 
thing should be laid aside for these pensions to 
widows. [ am perfectly willing that they should 
take their course; but really these appropriation | 
bills must be disposed of before we adjourn; and | 
Ido not think pension bills of sufficient import- | 
ance to the country at large to displace all other | 
business, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will | 
state that it has been the usage of the Senate to | 
wy aside any pending matter for the dispatch “of 
public business, to take up something considered | 
more pressing. The Chair understands that to be | 
the condition of the bill making appropriations | 
for the Post Office, and that is now the a 





before the Senate. The Senator from Kentucky 


moves to postpone it with a view to take up the 
bill he indicates, 


Mr. CRITTENDEN. Yes, sir; I do. 


The motion was not agreed to; there being, on 
a division—ayes twelve, noes not counted. 


ENROLLED BILL SIGNED. 


A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. Atren, its Clerk, announced that the | 












| moved that the Senate adhere; and I do not un- 





\| conference. 
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Vice President: 
An act making appropriations for the expenses 


| of collecting the revenue from customs. 


POST OFFICE APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the || 


report of the second committee of conference on 
the bill (H. R. No. 556) making appropriations | 
for the service of the Post Office Department dur- 
ing the fiscal year ending the 30th of June, 1859. 
r. STUART. I hope the question will now 
be taken on the motion to recommit the report to 
the committee of conference. 
Mr. PUGH. There was no such motion. The 
Senator got the floor, but there was a motion | 
pending at the time. Then I made the point of | 





Speaker had signed the following enrolled bill; | me to introduce a resolution in regard to the ad- 
which thereupon received the signature of the || journment. 


Mr. STUART. The Senator from Mississippi 
will object to it. 

Mr. IVERSON. With the consent of the Sen- 
ator from Michigan I desire to give notice that 
on to-morrow, or some subsequent day, I sha!] 
introduce a resolution to allow the clerk of the 
Committee on Military Affairs the same pay that 
is allowed the clerk to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. STUART. I am entirely disinclined to 
go into any lengthy discussion on this subject, 
and shall not do so. I was only about to say 
that such a motion as that submitted by the Sen- 
ator from Ohio cannot be made. No proposition 
for a conference can be made except in the House 
that has possession of the bill. That rule applies 
to all cases. I think the subject has been amply 


order that the motion of the Senator from Mich- || discussed; and [ hope the Senate will take the 





igan was not in order 
Mr. STUART. I dislike, exceedingly, to be | 
ongeged in disputation, but I certainly think 





question upon my motion. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair does 


|| not consider the motion amendable as proposed 


r. PUGH. I gave way to the Senator from || by the Senator from Ohio. He does not consider 


Maine a moment ago to makean explanation, and 
I lost the floor. 


/a speech, I do not give way. 


Mr. STUART. I will not say anything until 
the Senator gets through, and then I shall ask 
the same privilege to be accorded to me, that he 
shall not say anything until I get through. 

Mr.PUGH. The Senator from Georgia made 
his report from the committee of conference, and | 

| 
derstand how it is that the Senator from Michi- | 
ee has got his motion ahead of anything else. | 
tis not an amendment. I know he made the 
suggestion in his argument. I think the sug- 
. was com letely oe by the Senator | 
rom Maine, and several other Senators, who re- | 
sponded to him. You cannot recommit to a com- 
mittee that has not any existence. The com- 
mittee of the House is gone; it is discharged by 
making its report; but that is not the question 
before the Senate. The Senator from Georgia 
moved that we adhere to our amendments to this 
bill; and I asked the then occupant of the chair, 
(the Vice President, I believe,) whether it was in | 
order for the Senate to adhere to its amendments | 
to a bill not in their possession? At that stage, | 
I believe, the Senator from Virginia, [Mr. Hun- | 
TER, | the Senator from Maine, [ Mr. Fessenpen,] 
and several others, agreed that the better course | 
would be simply to ask a conference. But if the 
motion of the Senator from Miehigan isin order, 
that is, if he has the floor to make it, I make the | 
question of order that we cannot recommit toa 
committee not in existence; but I submit that he | 
cannot make his motion until the Senator from 
Georgia withdraws his. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Mason.) 
The Chair would state to the Senator from Ohio, | 
that, as the Chair understands, the pending mo- | 
tion is to recommit the bill to the committee of 





Mr. PUGH. We have no bill. 

Mr. STUART. Now, beg the Senator to be 
as respectful to me as | was to him, and let me 
state what I would have stated to the Senator | 
with great pleasure, if he had been at all willing | 
to listen. When I suggested that the proper course 
was to move to recommit this question, the Sen- 
ator from Georgia withdrew his motion to adhere, | 








distinctly and readily; and the Chair—the Vice 
President being the occupant—stated it to the Sen- 
ate, and state the question to be on my motion | 
to recommit. 


If the Senator is going to make 


such an amendment in order. The 11th rule of 
the Senate prescribes the order and precedence of 
these motions; and amongst them is the motion 
to commit. 

Mr. PUGH. Then I ask the Chair whether 
he decides the motion of the Senator from Mich- 
igan to be in order? What are we to commit? 

e have no bill to commit, and we have no com- 
mittee to which to commit it. I believe that is 
the end of the story, and I simply ask the Chair 
to decide the question; because if the Chair so 
decides I shall certainly take an appeal. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. ‘The Chair can- 
not decide that there is no committee to which the 
commitment can be made. 

Mr. PUGH. This isa motion to commit to 
a committee of conference a bill which is not in 
our possession. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER: The Chair can- 
not decide upon the question of order. The Sen- 
ate may rule it according to its opinions; but the 
Chair cannot decide the question of order. 

Mr. PUGH. I only ask the Chair whether the 
motion as made by the Senator is or is not in 
order? I have a right to a decision. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair en- 
tertained it as in order. 

Mr. PUGH. Then I appeal from the decision 
of the Chair. 

Mr. IVERSON. 1 desire to ask the Chair 
whether it would be in order now to move that 
the Senate recede from the amendments to which 
the House disagree? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
considers the pending question to be on the mo- 
oy of the Senator from Michigan to commit the 

ill. 

Mr. IVERSON. This 

gued all on one side, and | propose to submit a 
ew remarks on the other. My opinion is, that 
the best, quickest, and easiest way to get out of 
this difficulty, in which we now seem to be in- 
volved, is by yielding to the House, and giving 
up the question. That is the easiest mode of get- 
ting rid of it. If the proposition of the Senator 
from Michigan prevails, what will it avail? He 
recommits the subject to the committee of con- 
ference. Well, that may be vere proper so far 
as our committee is concerned; but how will it 
reach a committee of conference in the House of 
Representatives? That committee have alread 

made their report to the House, itis understood. 
The bill has been sent back, or carried back, by 


uestion has been ar- 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair un- || that committee to the House of Representatives, 


derstands that that is the question. ‘ 
Mr. CRITTENDEN. Let.us have a vote on | 
that motion. 
Mr. PUGH. I move to amend the motion, by | 
striking out all after the word ‘‘ ordered”’ and in- | 
serting: 
That a conference be requested of the House of Repre- 


the amendments of the Senate to the bill of the House (No. 
556) making appropriations for the service of the Post Office 
Department during the fiscal year ending the 30th of June, 
1 and on the failure of the House of Representatives to 
notify the Senate of any action upon the said amendments 
sinee the last conference. . 


Mr. STUART. A motion to recommit is not 
amendable. The motions are put to the Senate in 
the order in which they are made, Now, sir—— 

Mr BIGLER. I hope the Senator will allow 


| 


| 
sentatives an the disagreement of the two Houses on 


and there laid upon the table. 
committee come together 


Now, sir, can that 
in without a rein- 


| vestment of power from the House of Represent- 


atives? That committee has expended its fanc- 
tions. It can no more have possession of that 
bill, and come back and meet the committee upon 
the part of the Senate, than it can go to the moon 
to-night. It has no such parliamentary power. 
The committee is functus officio, as the Senator 
from Ohio very properly observed. The commit- 
tee of the House cannot meet the committee of 
the Senate again on the action of the House of 
Representatives, unless the House of Represent- 
atives shall give them additional power, and either 
create a new committee, or give the old commit- 
tee additional power to meet and act in confer- 
ence. It will, therefore, result in nothing. 
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raise a new conference committee should prevail, 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


If the motion of the Senator from Virginia to || responsibility, as they are entitled to bear it; and | 
| 





what would it result in? The House of Repre- 
sentatives have already indicated their determina- 


r, BIGLER. I now renew my application 


tion on this question. They have, upon two oc- | to the Senate to be permitted to introduce a joint | 
casions, determined that they would not agree to || resolutiog in relation to the final adjournment. || better suspend them as each special case shall re- 


the amendments of the Senate. They have acted || The Senator from Mississippi has withdrawn his || 
upon the original question of concurring in the ! objection to it. 


amendments; they voted down the amendments 
by a very decided majority; and, upon concur- 
ring with the report of the committee of confer- | 


i} 





r. GREEN. I object. 
Mr. BIGLER. I desire to state that the reso- 


lution proposes to rescind the resolution for an || 


ence, they stated the same opinion, and gave the adjournment on Monday. 


same decision. 


Now, sir, is it at all probable, is it possible, if | the resolution. || suspension shall take place upon each particular 


\| bill. 


you make this issue between the House of Rep- || 
resentatives and the Senate upon these amend- | 
ments, that the House of Representatives will | 
yield? And which ought to yield, the Senate or | 
the House, ._~ a question Of this sort? In my | 
opinion, the Senate ought to yield, if one or the | 
other is to yield. Sir, the House of Represent- | 
atives come directly from the people; they reflect | 
the voice of the people; they speak the sentimemts | 
and wishes of the people; and it is to be supposed 
that in this expression of opinion they represent 
what the people of the United States want in re- 
lation to this question of franking, and this rais- | 
ing of Post Office revenue. If either House must | 

ield, I think the House of Representatives has | 
aright to hold out, and the Senate to yield. What | 
will come of it if the Senate are obstinate and the 
House obstinate? Why, undoubtedly, the bill | 
must fall. This bill, which is absolutely essen- | | 
tial to carry on the business of the Post Office De- 
yartment, must fall between the two Houses un- | 
ess one or the other does yield. What will be | 
the result if the bill fails? The President will issue | 
a proclamation, and call Congress together again. || 
If the House of Representatives are fixed upon | 
this question, and will not yield to these obnox- || 
ious amendments, I want to know whether the || 
call of another session will be likely to accom- |, 
plish a different result ? | 

Mr. STUART. Will] the Senator allow me to || 
interrupt him? 

Mr. [VERSON. For what purpose? 

Mr.STUART. Simply to make a suggestion; 
that is all. 

Mr. IVERSON. Make it. 

Mr. STUART. If we had the bill we could |, 
vote to recede; but we cannot vote to recede until 
we get possession of the bill. . 

r. IVERSON. I will tell you what we can 
do. We can reach the same object in a differ- || 
ent method, by taking up the bilf which the || 
House of Representatives has sent us, and pass- 
ing that. 

r. STUART. I object to that being done. 

Mr. BROWN. We cannot do that. 

Mr. 1VERSON. My dear sir, we can do it; | 
and that, in my opinion, is the course for us to | 
pursue. I understand it is parliamentary. Ido 
not profess to know rauch about parliamentary | 
law, but 1 understand, from more experienced | 
Senators than myself, that it has been done fre- | 
quently. When the House gets possession of the 
bill they can dispose of it by laying it on the table, | 
if they choose to do so, and then reénacting a bill 
of precisely a similar character to the other. That 
is what the House of Representatives has done. || 
The committee of conference carried the bill, || 
which originated in the House of Representatives, | 





| 





| 
| 








| 
} 





back to the House; and being in the possession || 
of the House, the House laid it on the table. |. 
Laying it on the table is the end of the bill, and | 
you cannot reach it; all the parliamentary powers || 
of earth cannot resurrect that bill, in my opinion. 
lt is dead and gone; and the only mode by which | 
this question can be revived is by a new bill, such 
as the House of Representatives has sent to us. 
Let us take it up and act upon it, and amend it 
if we choose. 

I wish to say,as my colleague announces a de- 


bers of the House on 
desires it he can do it just as well in the present 


of Representatives a dozen more times upon this 
question. They have already expressed their opin- | 
ion upon them. Their votes upon those amend- | 


|| can only proceed by common consent. 


ask leave to introduce it on Monday. 
the Senate do now adjourn. 


and they were ordered. 


o’clock. 


nounced, I desire to enter a motion to reconsider 
the adoption of a motion to print a paper. 


| motion to reconsider. 


| make the motion whenever | get the opportunity. || 
nounced—yeas 23, nays 22; as follows: 


Clingman, Harlan, Hunter, Iverson, Johnson of Arkansas, 
Johnson of Tennessee, Kennedy, King, Mason, Polk, Rice, 
Seward, Slidell, Stuart, Thomson of New Jersey, Tuombs, || 


Wright, and Yulee—23. || go on at that time, gives him a right to be recog- 
NAY 


nized by the Chair at an early period. 
Crittenden, Davis, Fessenden, Fitch, Foot, Foster, Green, :| 
| Hale, Hamlin, Houston, Jones, Pugh, Reid, Sebastian, || 
| Simmons, Trumbull; Wade, and Wilson—22. 
| 
} 


-adjourned. 


| The House met at eleven o’clock, a. m. 


before the House a message from the President | 
of the United States, transmitting a report from || . 
the Secretary of War, with the accompanying ‘| in favor thereof—and the resolution was taken up 
| papers, in obedience to the resolution of the House | 
of Representatives of the 2d of June, 1858, in- || 
| closing copies of contracts entered into between || 
vish Y | the United States and Craig & Righter, for deep- | 
termination to go to omer against the mem- || ening the channel of the Southwest Pass and Pass | 

is question, that if he | 3 |’Outre of the Mississippi river, and the report | 
ire 7 of the board of engineers thereon, &c.; which || 
position as to force an expression from the House || was laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 


Mr. GREEN and Mr. PUGH. I object to || 


Mr. BIGLER. Then I will give notice—— | 
Mr. CRITTENDEN. I object to the gentle- || 


man going on. He has no right to the floor. | 


Mr. BIGLER. I think that after a few mo- || 


ments’ reflection gentlemen will agree to let this || 
resolution be introduced 





Mr. CRITTENDEN. I call the Senator to || 


order. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 


Mr. PUGH. I object. 
Mr. BIGLER. Then I give notice that I shall || 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. I move that || 
Mr. CHANDLER called for the yeas and nays, 


The Secretary proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. HUNTER. Before the vote is announced, 


I wish to ask general consent to submit a motion 
that when the Senate adjourn, it be to meet at ten 
o’clock on Monday. 


Several Senarors. Say nine o’clock. 
Mr. HUNTER. Very well; I will say nine || 


Mr. BROWN. I hope not. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Is there objection? 
Mr. BROWN and Mr. TOOMBS. 1 object. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. Before the vote is an- 


Mr. PUGH. I object. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. I wish merely to enter the 


Mr. PUGH. I have no objection, if it will not | 


| delay it. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. Objection being with- || 


drawn, I desire to enter.a motion to reconsider || 
the motion to print a paper 





Mr. TOOMBS. I object. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. | give notice that I shall 


The vote on the adjournment was then an- || 


YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benjamin, Bigler, Brown, Clay, || 


S—Messrs. Bayard, Broderick, Chandler, Collamer, 


So the motion was agreed to; and the Senate | 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Sarurpay, June 12, 1858. i 





The Journal of yesterday was read and approved, |' 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. | 
The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid | 





SUSPENSION OF JOINT RULES. | 
The SPEAKER. The Chair desirés to call the || 





3011 








Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Does that resolu- 


_if any public odium is attached to their conduct I || tion propose to suspend them entirely ? 
| appronene they are willing to meet it. | 


The SPEAKER. For the remainder of the ses- 
sion. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I think we had 


uire. It is at least not now necessary to suspend 
re 17th joint rule, as we may get through to-day, 
and there may be no bill to send to the President 
on Monday, the last day of the session. 
Mr. BARKSDALE. No harm will be done 
by suspending the rules. 
Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. I prefer that the 


Mr. CLAY. That will only occasion delay. 

The SPEAKER. Is there any objection to 
taking up this resolution ? 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I object. 

Mr. EDIE. I move a suspension of the rules. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. We had better 
pass the bills, and suspend the joint rules at the 
same tu *e. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. That will consume 
too much time. 


Mr. MASON. I rise toa privileged question. 


| Yesterday I obtained the floor, and asked the 


unanimous consent of the House to discharge the 


| Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
| from the consideration of the pension bill for the 


old soldiers of the war of 1812. The request was 
unanimously agreed to. I yielded the floor to a 
report of a committee of conference; and it was 
agreed by the Speaker and the whole House that 
I should have the floor again as soon as that busi- 
ness was disposed of. I now claim the floor under 
that understanding. 

Mr. DAVIS, or iahieie” I did not so under- 
stand it, 

Mr. CRAIGE, of North Carolina, I heard 
unanimous consent given, 


The SPEAKER. The Chair does not under- 


|| stand the facts as the gentleman from Kentucky 
| does. The gentleman from Kentucky was rec- 
| ognized, and was about to submit his motion that 
| the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
|| Union be discharged from the further considera- 


tion ofa private bull. 
Mr. MASON. I named the bill specifically. 
The SPEAKER. Before the Chair propounded 
the question to the House, the contain from 
Virginia stated he had a privileged report to sub- 


| mit. The Chair, and members upon the floor, 


suggested to the gentleman from Kentucky to 
waive his right to the floor till the report of the 
gentleman could be disposed of. 

Mr. MASON, And that I should have itagain 
as soon as that report was disposed of, 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks that the 


| liberality which was extended by the gentleman 


from Kentucky, to enable the public business to 


_Mr. CLEMENS. I was waiting for the ques- 
tion to be propounded to the House, in order, to 
make an onjections and therefore | made no ob- 


| jection at the time the gentieman asked unani- 
| mous consent. The gentleman from Kentucky 
| is mistaken in supposing that he had the unani- 


mous consent of the House for his motion. 

The SPEAKEk. The question is upon the 
motion of the gentleman from Pennsylvania to 
suspend the rules, so as to take up the message of 


_ the Senate in reference to suspending the 16th and 
|| 17th joint rules of the two Houses. 


Mr. J. GLANCY JONES demanded tellers. 
Tellers were refused. 
The motion was agreed to—two thirds voting 


for consideration. 

Mr. EDIE demanded the previous question on 
the adoption of the resolution. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. If the gentleman 
will withdraw his call for the previous question, 
I will move that the 16th and 17th joint rules be 
expunged altogether, 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put; and, under the 
operation thereof, the resolution was agreed to. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, moved to re- 


ments are upon the record; and if any public || attention of the House to a joint resolution of the || consider the vote by which the resolution was 
odium attaches to their course they can be reached || Senate providing for a suspension of the 16th and || agreed to; and also moved to lay tne motion to 


before the pe 


ople just as well as if we force them || 17th se rules of the two Houses for the re- || 
to another record. They will certainly bear the || main 


er of the present session of Congress. 


reconsider on the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 
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Mr. MASON. I now move that the Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the bill || 





a pensions to the soldiers of the war of || 
812. 

Mr. CLEMENS. I object. 

Mr. MASON. Then I move to suspend the 
rules. 

Mr. CLEMENS demanded the yeas and nays. || 

Mr. MASON. If the House will allow me, I 
will makea statement in reference to this matter. 
I propose, at the pleasure of the House, either to 
put this bill upon its passage, with the amend- 
ment cnamatel. by the gentleman from Georgia, 
Mr. Garrre.t,] or, if the House prefer, to make 
at the special order for some early day next ses- || 
sion. 

Mr. HOUSTON. 


I object to debate. 

Mr. SAVAGE. I ask the indulgence of the 
House for a moment. 1 think this matter can be 
satisfactorily disposed of. 

The SPEAKER. Objection is made. 

Mr. JEWETT demanded the yeas and nays | 
upon the suspension of the rules; and also called 
for tellers upon the yeas and nays. 

Tellers were not ordered. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

Mr. MAYNARD. | call for tellers on the ques- | 
tien. 

Tellers were not ordered. 

The rules were not suspended, (two thirds not 
having voted in favor thereof.) 


JOHN DONALDSON AND OTHERS. 


Mr. CLAY. Iask the unanimous consent of | 
the House to take from the Speaker’s table two | 
Senate bilis of a private character. I make this | 
request under peculiar circumstances. The State 
of Arkansas—as gentlemen are aware—is, at this 
time, wholly unrepresented on this floor; and these 
bills, which will not occupy five minutes, are for 
the benefit of citizens of thet State. The first bill 


| 
ig Senate bill (No. 54) for the relief of the repre- | 
sentatives of John Donaldson, Stephen Hurd, and 
others. 

Mr. SANDIDGE. I beg to say a word here. 
If the House will give as much time to taking up 
all the bills on the Speaker’s table in order, as will 
be consumed in efforts to take them up out of 
their order, we can dispose of them all. 

Mr. BINGHAM. | object to debate. 

Mr. CLEMENS. I ask the gentleman from 
Kentucky whether these bills appropriate any 





Mr. CLAY. No, sir. 

Mr. EDIE. I understand they are in relation | 
to holding courts. ‘ 

Mr. CLAY. Under the peculiar circumstances 
1 hope there will be no objection. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I object. 

Mr.CLAY. I move to ——— the rules, so 
as to enable me to take up the biils. 


Mr. PHELPS, of Minnesota. Can I amend |, 


that motion, so as to make it include another bill | 
= I wish to have taken from the Speaker’s | 
table? 


Objection was made. 
The question was wken; and the rules were not | 
suspended. 
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message was received from the Senate, by 
Mr. Aspury Dicxins, its Secretary, informing 
the House that the Senate had agreed to the re- 
port of the committee of conference on the dis- 
agrecing votes of the two Houses on the Senate 
amendments to the Army appropriation bill. 


REVENUE BILL. 


Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. I move that the 
rules be suspended, and that the House resolve 
itself into the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 

Mr. COMINS. L ask the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania to yield me the floor that I may move to 
discharge the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Unionfrom the further consideration of 
the light-house bill, that it may be put upon its 
passage, and that it may be sent to the Senate for 
action by that i 

Mr. J. GLANCY JONES declined to yield the 


floor. 
Mr WASHBURNE, of Illinois I hope the 





| 





| request of the 


|| To the Senate and House of Representatives : 
I feel it to be an indispensable duty to call your attention || 


| required during the first two quarters of the next fiseal year, 


j 


| 
} 


| 


|, ang the means of payment. 


The SPEAKER. Not if there be objection. |, 


‘ 


} 
j 
| 


| 


| 
| 





ntleman from Massachusetts. 
r. J. GLANCY JONES declined. 


i 
The question was taken; and the motion was |! 
| agreed to. | 


nded; and the House 
ommittee of the Whele 


So the rules were sus 
resolved itself into the 





| on the state of the Union, (Mr. Barxspa.e in the 
| chair,) and proceeded to 


e consideration of the | 
bill (H.. R. No. 466) making appropriations for | 
expenses of collecting the revenue from customs, 
with the amendments of the Senate thereto. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


The committee having risen informally, a mes- | 
sage was received from the Senate by Mr. As- | 
pury Dicks, its Secretary, informing the House | 
that the Senate had agreed to the report of the | 








committee of conference on the disagréeing votes || tions. 
of the two Houses on the Indian supplemental || #  @fford time to ascertain the amount appropriated, and 
| appropriation bill. 


| 
MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. | 
A message, in writing, was received from the 


|| President of the United States, by Mr. J. B. 


Henry, his Private Secretary. 
The message was read, as follows: 


to the condition of the Treasury. On the 19th day of May | 


|| Jast the Seeretary of the Treasury submitted a report to | 
| Congress * 


on the present condition of the finances of the | 
Government.” In this report he states that, after a call upon 
the heads of the Departments, he had received official in- 
formation that the sum of $37,000,000 would probably be 


from the Ist of July until the Ist of January. 
the Secretary says, ‘‘ does not include such amounts as | 
may be appropriated by Congress over and above the esti- | 
mates submitted to them by the Departments, and J have 
no data on which to estimate for such expenditures. Upon | 
this point Congress is better able to form a correct opinion | 
than [ am.”’ 

The Seeretary then estimates that the oa into the | 
Treasury from all sources, between the Ist of July and the 
Ist of January, would amount to $25,000,000, leaving a 
deficit of $15,000,000 ; inclusive of the sum of about three 
million dollars, the least amount required to be in the 
Treasury at all times, to secure its successful operation. 
For this amount he recommends a loan. This loan, it will 
be observed, was required, after a close calculation, to meet 


“This sum,”? | 


} 
| 
| 
| 
| 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


PENSION TO SOLDIERS OF WAR OF 1812. | gentleman from Pennsylvania will accede to the 









|| to 





June 12, 


————— 


and inconvenience.” " 
*€ For wy ows Eat T have deliberately determined that] 
shall no bills which I have not examined ; and it 
will be a case of extreme and most urgent necessity which 
Re ee” 

e Treasury absolutely requi 
that I adhere to this resolution on the present ene” 
sion for the reasons which I have heretofore presented. 

ee a snatnracter 

oye to earry e existi 
laws an as cestaieed paler ot too cohen b A practice 
has, however, grown up of late toi on such bills 
at the last hours of the session er ee 
and important objects not provided for by preéxisting laws, 
and when no time is left to the Executive for their exami- 
nation and in ion. No alternative is thus left to the 
President but either to ve measures without examina- 
tion, or, by vetoing an apprupriation bill, seriously to embar- 
rass the operations of the Government. This ice could 
never have prevailed without a surplusin the Treasury suf- 
ficiently large to cover an indefinite amount of appropria- 
ecessity now compels us to arrest it, at least so far 


vide the means of its payment. 
or all these reasons, I recommend to Con to post- 
| pone the day of adjournment for a brief period. I promise 


that not an hour shall be lost in ascertaining the amount of 
appropriations made by them for which it will be neeessary 
to provide. L know it will be inconvenient forthe members 
to attend a called session, and this, above all things, I de- 
sire to avoid, JAMES BUCHANAN, 

Wasnineron Crrvy, June 12, 1858. 

Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. I move that the 
message of the President be laid on the table and 
ordered to be printed. I will remark in connection 
with it that the message is based on the supposi- 
tion that the House will not finish the appropria- 
tion bills till, perhaps, some late hour to-night. 


|| There are yet unfinished the Indian supplemental 


_ bill, the naval bill, (on which the House disagreed 








the estimates from the different Departments, and not such 
appropriations as might be made by Congress over and above 
these estimates. 

There were embraced in this sum of $15,000,000, estimates 
to the amount of about one million seven hundred and fifty 
thousand dollars for the three volunteer regiments author- 


ized by the act of Congress approved April 7, 1858 ; for two 
of which, if not for the third, no a priation will now be | 
| required. To this extent a portion of theloan of $15,000,000 | 
money ; | may be applied to pay the appropriations made by Congress 


beyond the estimates from the different Departments, re- 


ferred to in the report of the Secretary of the Treasury. 


To what extent a probable deficiency oy | exist in the 
Treasury between the Ist July and the Ist January next, 
as the private bills containing appropriations, shall have 
finally passed. 

Adversity teaches useful lessons to nations as well as in- 
dividuals. The habit of extravagant expenditures fostered 
by a large surplus in the Treasury must now be corrected, 
or the country will be involved in serious financial difficul- 


ties. 

Under any form of government, extravagance in expend- 
iture must be the natural consequence, when those who 
authorize the expenditure feel no responsibility in provid- 
Such had been for a number 
of years our condition, previously to the late monetary re- 
vulsion in the country. Fortunately, at least forthe cause 
of publie economy, the case is now reversed; and to the 
extent of the appropriations, whatever these may be, in- 
grafted on the different appropriation bills, as well as those 
made by private bills, over and above the estimates of the 
different omen, it will be necessary for Congress to 

vide the means of payment before their adjournment. 

ithout this, the Treasury will be exhausted betore the Ist 
of January, and the public credit will be seriously impaired, 
This disgrace must not fall upon the country. 

It is impossible for me, however, now to ascertain this 
amount, nor does there at present seem to be the least 


aaa ao can be done, pasbel means 
provid y Congress, to meet any deficiency may 
exist in the Treasury, before M nextattwelve o'clock, 


the hour fixed for adjournment, it being now 

morning at half past eleven o’clock. To 

object, the appropriation bills, as they shall have a 
Congress, must be before me, and time must be 
‘to ascertain the amount of the moneys appropriated, 

and to enable Congress to provide 

this writing it is that 

the committees 
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| cannot be ascertained until the appropriation bills, as well | 


| 


| 
| 





| 


| 
| 





|| to the report of the committee of conference, ) the 


revenue bill, (which need not occupy twenty-five 
minutes, ) the po office bill, (which is passed by 
the House and the amendments acted on by the 
House,) the mail steamer bill, (which is now 
before a committee of conference,) the bili for the 
three regiments of volunteers, and the loan bill. 
Mr. COMINS. And the light-house bill. 
Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. 1 do not include 
that. That belongs to the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts. The loan bill has been kept back for 
one simple purpose. It is the desire of the Ex- 
ecutive branch of the Government to ascertain, 
outside of the estimates of the Secretary of the 
Treasury based on existing laws, what will be 
required for the public expenditures. There isa 
contingency left open for the legislation of Con- 
gress on private bills, and on such public bills as 
may appropriate more than the estimates. Now, 
I propose, if it be the will of the House, to ad- 
journ on Monday at twelve o’clock. [Cries of 
**Good !’’}] [ think it can be done. But in order 
to do it, this programme will have to be adhered 
to. In the first place, I propose to take up the 
loan bill to-day, and pass it at $15,000,000. I pro- 
se to take up not the Senate bill, but the House 
bin, and on its being sent back it will be open to 
amendment in the Senate and can be kept there 
ong, enough to permit the + ae neg bills to 
be figured up, so that the ministration may 
know the amount of contingencies arising from 
increased appropriations. I propose, therefore, 
to take action on the revenue bill, and on the loan 
bill, and ona bill to amend the sub-Treasury law, 
and on the balance of the appropriation bills. My 
opinion is, that the House can pass intelligently 
on all these bills before four o’clock to-day, and 
if that is done, I believe that we can adjourn on 
Sas twelve o’clock. [General shouts of 


« Good! 
Mr. DALE. I ask leave to make a 


on. - 
r. REAGAN. I desire to say’a word to the 


Mr. PHILLIPS. I rise to a question of order. 
I wish to know whether there is not an order of 
the House to go into Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, and whether the commit- 
tee did not informally rise for the purpose of re- 
Ser from the President of the Uni- 


Mr. REAGAN. I trust the will not 
me now. I desire to call the attention 
vse to that part 


Mr. REAGAN. I trast the gentleman will not 
take the floor from me by this means. 


—_—-—- 
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(A message from the Senate, by Mr. Dicxixs, 
their Secretary, announced that the Senate had 
passed & bill (S. Ne, 278) concerning the courts 
of the United States in the district of Arkansas; 
and a resolution (S. No. 26) for the benefit of the 
nearest male heir of the late Major General Tow- 
son, United States Army; in which he was di- 
rected to ask the concurrence of the House.]} 

The SPEAKER. In reference to the point of 
order raised by the gentleman from Pennsylvania, 
while it is true that the Speaker resumed the chair 
informally, the message from the President was, 
by unanimous consent of the House, recgjved and 
read, and the Chair is of opinion that it must be 
disposed of. «| 

[A message from the Senate, by Mr. Dicks, 
their Secretary, announced that the Senate insist- 
ed on its amendments, disagreed to by the House, 
to the Post Office appropriation bill, and asked for 
a conference on the disagreeing votes of the two | 
Houses, 

Mr. REAGAN. Mr. Speaker, I know the | 
impatience of the House, — nothing buta sense | 
of duty which I dare not shrink from, in view 
of the condition of my State, would warrant me 
in rising now to occupy the attention of the 
House for a few moments, In the special mes- | 

sage the President sent in to the House a day or 
two ago, notifying usof the probable termination | 
of the Mormon war, he informed us that there | 
would be no necessity for the appropriation for | 
the two regiments of volunteers authorized by the | 
bill which lately passed Congress. He then sug- | 
gested also that it might not be necessary to ap- | 
propriate for the egieent of mounted volunteers | 
for the defense of Texas. Inthe message just | 
read, he again makes the same suggestion in a | 
manner which must attract the attention of the | 
House, and which, I fear, might influence the ac- | 
tion of the House upon the subject, unless some | 
statement were made by me or by some other gen- | 
tleman who knows the condition of the frontier | 
of Texas. 

The special message which was sent in a few | 
days ago seemed to contemplate the fact that the | 
troops which had heretofore been assigned for | 
the protection of the frontiers of Texas were 
still there. I desire to say that that must have 
been based upon very inaccurate information. | 
The infantry regiment is still upon the frontier 
of Texas, but the mounted regiment of regulars 
heretofore upon the frontier (the most efficient 
portion of the force there for the protection of that 
frontier) has long since been ordered from the 
frontier. 
with the Secretary of War, that that order has | 
been countermanded; but my colleague and my- | 
self have been receiving information from the | 
Governor and citizens of the State, and through | 
the newspapers of the State, and through every | 
other medium through which we could expect | 
information, of the fact that this force has already | 
gone from the frontier, and left it entirely unpro- 
tected. 

A few days ago I received a letter from a dis- 
tinguished citizen of my State, General Tarrant, 
informing me that in consequence of the with- 
drawal of the troops of the United States—— 

Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. If the gentleman 
will allow me, I desire to say to him that the 
House has already passed the bill just as he de- 
sires it, and if the Senate will only take up the 
bill they can act on it as they see fit. 

Mr. REAGAN. I was going on to say that 
the frontier settlements are now being assailed 
by the Indians; that quite a number of citizens 
have been killed, and that about a thousand horses 
have been stolen. Two families have been lately 
murdered in the vicinity of Fort Belknap. 

Mr. BRYAN. Will my colleague yield to me 
for a moment? 

Mr. REAGAN. No, sir; not now. My col- 
league can be heard when I have concluded what | 
I desire to say. 

I desire, also, to say that, for the purpose of | 
securing the protectio: of the frontier, the Goy- | 
ernor of Texas has had to assume the responsi- | 
oility of ordering out, upon his own motion, a | 
corps of volunteers. 

Mr. GRANGER. How many? 

Mr. REAGAN. One hundred and ten men, | 
under the command of Colonel John S. Ford, who, 
in connection with a like number of friendly In- 
dians, have pursued the nes totheir haunts | 
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on the Canada river, and have recently had a bat- 
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| ifthe a propriations are made from year to year. 


tle with them, in which seventy-six were killed, | 
eighteen taken prisoners, and over three hundred | 
horses retaken. A more decisive blow has been | 
stricken by those one hundred and ten volunteers | 
and a like number of friendly Indians, in the short | 
time during which they have been in the service, 


' and more has been done for the protection of the 


' 
| 
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} 
| 
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I have been informed, in conversation || 








frontier than, I venture to say, has been done by 
the regular Army of the United States, three 
thousand in number, during the last five years. 

Mr. Speaker, the people of Texas have a right | 
to expect protection; and not only that, but it is | 
the Spee expressed decidedly, now, as hereto- | 
fore, by the Secretary of War, that this additional | 
regiment is indispensable, not only for the pro- | 
tection of the frontier, but for the protection of | 
the overland mail route to the Pacific, running | 
through Texas and the southern Eanes of New | 
Mexico, as well as the route by Albuquerque, au- | 
thorized the other day. Both those routes must | 
be protected, and the frontier must be protected; 
ones understand that a force is to be retained in | 
Utah to retain the people in subjection. 

I trust that, if this question comes up for the 
action of the House, in view of the suffering con- 
dition of the frontier, and in view of the neces- 
sity of protecting those mail routes, and routes of 
travel, the House ‘will sustain the proposition. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. I now move the previous 
question. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. I ask the gentleman to 
allow me to make a single remark. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. If I[ yield to one I must 
yield to all. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. It is with reference to 
the public business that I desire to speak. 

r. PHILLIPS. And so does the gentleman 
from Tennessee, [Mr. Savace.] 

Mr. SAVAGE. I only want to say that I shall 
object to the chairman of the Committee of Ways 
and Means opening his mouth unless an oppor- 
tunity is given to a to what he says. 

Mr. J. GLANC Jo 
the Committee of Ways and Means will open his 





mouth whenever he pleases, when he is in order. || 


Mr. PHILLIPS. I insist on the previous ques- 
tion. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered; and under the operation 
thereof the message was laid upon the table and 
ordered to be printed. 





COLLECTION OF THE REVENUE. 


The Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union then resumed its session and the con- | 
sideration of the bill making appropriations for | 
the expenses of collecting the revenue from cus- | 
toms. 

Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. The debate has | 
been terminated on this bill in five minutes. I do | 
not wish to consume my hour, and will forbear | 
saying anything now, with the understanding, | 
that if it becomes necessary, IL may avail myself of 
a portion of my time as the amendments come up. 

The amendments were read. 

Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. When this bill | 
was before the House, on a former occasion, I | 
explained its provisions; and the committee will | 

| 
| 


recollect the facts I stated on that occasion. The 
original system was for the collecting officers to 
collect the revenue, and to deduct out of it the 
amount of their compensation, and then pay the | 
balance into the Treasury. In 1846, if my mem- 
ory serves me right, this law was so far modified | 
as to provide for the payment into the Treasury 
of the entire revenue, including the revenue of the 
Post Office; and then that appropriations for the 
expenses of its collection should be made. It'will 
hardly be necessary for me to debate the propriet 
and necessity of this system. It has proved itself 
to be correct. No exception, I believe, has been 
taken to it. 

The question which arose on the former con- 
sideration of this bill was as to the amount. A 
question was also raised by my friend from Ten- 
nessee, [Mr. seen) ag to whether it should be 
permanent or annual. The whole question of an 





|| annual or permanent appropriation bill for the 


purpose of collecting the revepue was discussed | 
at great length when this system was adopted by | 
Congress, It is utterly impossible for this Gov- 
ernment to adopt a good, self-maintaining, and 
working system for the collection of its revenue 


NES. The chairman of i] 





| The only system which enables the Department 
to work well, efficiently, and economically, is a 
| permanent & ropriation. But a permanent ap- 

propriation does not mean, as many gentlemen 
| seem to understand it, an appropriation out of the 
reach of Congress. It is within the reach of Con- 
| gress every session, Every time you pass upon 
| your appropriation bill, you can modify, repeal, 
| orchange this system. It does not require legis- 





|| lation to be enabled to do that, It is. simply a 


| permanent appropriatien until otherwise ordered 
| by Congress. I make this remark for the pur- 
| pose of removing from the minds of any members 
| of the House, who may be under it, impres- 


sion that a permanent appropriation puts it be- 


! yaad the control of Congress, It is just as abso- 


utely within the control of Congress as any cther 
/measure. It enables the Secretary of the Treas- 
| ury to adopt a general system founded upon some 
permanent principles. It is subject, from session 
| to session, to the control of Congress. 
Now, as to the amount.- It was ascertained by 
_ the Secretary of the Treasury—-as will be seen b 
| reference to the finance report—that it cost this 
Government $3,600,000 during the last fiscal year 
| to collect the revenue. The collection of the rev- 
enue is based upon a system under the law. It is 
not based upon the arbitrary will of the Secretary 
| of the Treasury, It is not the creature of any 
man’s fancy. The Secretary of the Treasury is 


| 
} 


|| the mere executive officer to carry out the law. 
|| And I will say that I stand ready to coéperate 





with gentlemen in judicious reform, aot comi 
in conflict with the operations of existing law. 
say here in my place, that it is utterly impossible 
for the Executive Department to collect the rev- 
enue with a less sum than $3,600,000. That 
amount was required and expended last year. It 
is difficult, and almost impossible, to make an ap- 
proximate estimate for the future. We all know 
| the rapid expansion of this country. Our prog- 
ress has been so great that no rey cou 
safely take a past year’s expenditure for the next 
| year’s appropriation. 

You will find, by the estimates, that it requires 
$2,500,000 to collect the revenue. Add to that the 
amount which was deducted for collecting the rev- 
enue upon the Pacific coast, and you have the 
sum of $3,600,000; and that is the sum which will 
be required for the next year. Witha view toa 
permanent system, the Conrcwmy of the Treasury 
stated that $400,000 more would be required as a 
_margin to go upon, to provide for an expansion 
| of the system, so as not to Teepe additional le- 
_gislation next session. The Senate amendment 
| strikes out $4,000,000, and inserts $3,000,000. 
| That amount will not answer. The Committee 
| of Ways and Means, not being desirous of raising 
| an issue with the Senate, and admitting that we 
may get along with less than four million dollars, 
| and remembering that Congress will be again in 
| session in less than six months, recommend an 
| amendment to the Senate amendment. The Sen- 
| ate amendment strikes out ‘* $4,000,000,’’ and in- 

serts ** $3,000,000.’"" The Committee of Ways 
| and Means recommend a concurrence in the Sen- 
ate amendment, with an amendment striking 





out * $3,000,000,”’ and inserting in lieu thereof 
** $3,600,000.”’ 

r. COLFAX. Mr. Chairman, I am in favor 
of concurring with the Senate in their amendment, 
by which they reduce the appropriation in our ori- 
ginal bill for collecting the revenue from $4,000,000 
to $3,000,000 a year; and I sincerely trust, when 
the Senate now sends us the first proposition for 

| retrenchment which we have seen here this ses- 
sion, that the House will disregard the opposition 
| of party leaders on the other side, and cordially 
concur in it. A fortnight since, when the chair- 
man of the Committee of Ways and Means was 
pressing this bill upon the House, I took issue 
with him as to the necessity of so large an appro- 
riation, and endeavored to reduce it mt ; 
ut the House concurred with the chairman, and 
by nine majority the bill, appropriating 
, $4,000,000 annually as a permanent fund for this 
purpose. The Senate, however, have affixed the 
seal of their ap upon the retrenching prop- 
osition which [ felt it a duty to offer; and, with 
| only seven votes in the ive, have adopted it 
in leu of the extravagant bill which this House 
sent them. In that ussion, it will be remem- 
bered that I declared— 
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1. That never before, by any Administration, '| for, in confirmation of the above concession made 


had such an amount been asked if any year, or 
ever expended in any year, for this purpose; and 
that the demand for an increased appropriation, 
under our present financial circumstances, was 
extraordinary. 

2. That in 1850 it cost but $2,000,000 to collect 
the revenue, and that to double it in so few years | 
as have elapsed since then was certainly unjusti- | 
fiable and wasteful. 

3. That the probable revenue from the tariff | 
this year will not exceed forty or forty-five mil- || 
lion dollars; and that to pay ten per cent. for | 
collecting it was needless, unwise, and extrava- | 

ant, 

. The chairman of the Ways and Means Com- | 
mittee took issue with me, insisted that this bill 
did not increase the expenses of the Government, | 
and declared, as found in the report of the debate in 
the Globe, that ** precisely this sam of $4,000,000 | 
will be required ;”’ that the law could not be admin- | 
istered without this amount; and that $1,250,000 | 
was required for the Pacific coast alone. | replied | 
then, from memory, (for the bill was passed in 
the House at an unexpected time,) that $440,000 
was the amount spent in that region; but the issue | 
on this point of fact was left unsettled in conse- 
quence of the official reports not being here at the | 
moment. 

Ihave now the official documents before me; 





Treasury that the expense of collection on the | 
Pacitic coast in 1857 was $464,344; a very differ- 
ent sum from $1,250,006 which the chairman so | 
incorrectly stated it. The same tables show that | 
from 1852 to the present year, except the last one, || 
the total cost of collecting the revenue, including || 
the Pacific as well as the Kulantic and Gulf coasts, 
varied from three to three and a half millions in 1 
\| 


| 
ing the annual report of the Secretary of the | 


the aggregate. Last year, after the opening of 
this Administration, and when a still higher de- 
gree of exiravagance seemed to prevail, the total || 
expenses were a little over three million six hun- || 
dred thousand doilars; and thus I prove that 1 was | 
strictly correct in saying that never before had || 
such a sum as $4,000,000 been expended for this || 
purpose. Now, this same Committee of Ways | 
and Means, fearing a concurrence by the House | 
with the Senate in their reduction to $3,000,000, | 
have abandoned their old ground that $4,000,000 
were necessary, and offer to take $400,000 less. | 
This is good so far as it goes; but it is no reduc- || 
tion. On the contrary, it keeps up the expenses | 
to the same amount spent in the most extrava- || 
gant year in our national history; and [ am, as i 
before, for a reduction to $3,000,000, which I pre- || 
viously declared ample, and which declaration | 
the Senate have unanimously ratified and con- || 
firmed by their votes. 

I wish now to call attention to a system which || 
this mode of making permanent appropriations | 
it 





fosters. In the first place, it removes from Con- 
gress their legitimate annual supervision of the 
expenses of the Government; but even worse, if | 
possible, than this, while unexpended balances | 
of annual appropriations, after two years, are by | 
law wisely required to revert to the general fund | 
in the Treasury, balances of permanent appropri- | 
ations, which really ought to go back into the | 
common Treasury every year, remain, on the | 
contrary, under the eduival of the-Treasury De- | 
partment from year to year, to be used, without | 
check by Congress, in any subsequent year, with 
the most lavish profusion. And this has been done | 
in the present case, as I shall prove by the official | 





documents before me. 
The last annual report of the Secretary of the 
Treasury, on page 10, says: 


* The joint resolution approved l4th of February, 1850, 
makes @ permanent appropriation for the expenses of col- 
leeting the customs of 1,225,000 for each f year, to- | 
So — as may be received for ’ 

Co, ngress shall act upon the subject. Pas he 
first four years of the operation of the act of 3d March, » 
the expenses did not equal the amount of this - 
tion, and « considerable balance had accumulated, 
bas enabled eed eee to defray the expenses of fhe 
last four years, have considerably exceeded the amount 
80 Serr ictes, 4s is shown by statement marked ‘ four.’ 

“ accumulation having become entirely exhausted, 
this Department will not be able longer to defray the ex- 
penses of collecting the customs unless Congress | now 
act upon the subject.’’ 


Thus, money saved in 1850, has been kept to 
be squandered, seven years afterwards, in 1857; 





| short ones. I was only half way throu 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 








June 12, 








by the Secretary, the figures of his tables, on page 
40, show as follows: ae 








Saved out of annual Spent in —— of annual 
In 1850.....400+000516,000 In 1854......... ".« «$250,000 
SDs nc kas ol ; SB cuca tie cid 330,000 
SOR escta duane Sinatageeh os 400,000 
i deeatnensinde 914,000 1857... ...00e 712,000 
$1,648,000 $1,692,000 














Leavinga small balance of $44,000 excess, which 
was probably paid by the Treasury system of | 
transfer from some other unexpended annual ap- 
propriation, But this shows that, last year, this 
Administration spent $750,000 in this single item 
of expenses over and above the amount authorized 
by law, scattering in a single twelve month nearly 
half the savings of four economical years. 

[Here the hammer fell. } 


Mr. COLFAX. Those five minutes were rather | 


| 
i 





h. 
The question recurred upon the coeatincas to 


| strike out of the Senate amendment ‘*$1,500,000,”’ | 


and insert ‘* $1,800,000,’’ for the half-yearly ex- | 
penses of collecting the revenue. 


Mr. HOUSTON. The amendment proposed | 
by the Committee of Ways and Means makes 


| the amount precisely what was expended last 
and I read from page 40 of the tables accompany- || y 


ear. 
Mr. GROW. And the Senate propose to cut it | 
down. 


Mr. HOUSTON. Yes; to $3,000,000 yearly, 


| and the Committee of Ways and Means propose 


to make it $3,600,000. 

Mr. J. GLANCY JONES demanded tellers 
upon agreeing to the amendment to the amend- 
ment, 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Joun Cocr- | 
RANE and Buss were appointed. 
The committee divided; and the tellers reported 


| —ayes 81, noes 58. 


So the amendment to theamendment was agreed 
to. 


Mr. COLFAX. I move to amend the amend- 
ment by inserting a provision that the expenses of 
the collection on the Atlantic and Gulf coast shall 
not exceed $2,500,000. 

Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. I rise to a point of 
order. [tis notin order for the House to legis- 
late on this subject. 

The CHAIRMAN, . The Chair overrules the 
question of order, and decides the amendment to 
be in order. 

Mr. COLFAX. I desire, now, Mr. Chairman, 
to conclude the remarks which your inexorable 
hammer interrupted a few moments ago. 

The usual answer to all attempts to retrench | 


| the expenses of the Government is, ‘ that they | 


have been authorized by law,’’ and hence that | 


the appropriations must be voted; and this is the | 
argument which is made in the present case. But | 
the fact is, that hundreds upon hundreds of sub- 
ordinates in the various custom-houses and in the 
revenue service of the country are appointed, as 
a matter of discretion, under laws which do not 
command their employment, but are permissive in 
their character, merely authorizing the employ- 
ment of such force as the public service requires. 
In the past three or four years no less than six 
hundred persons have been thus added to the 
office-holders of this Government in this single 
branch of its service. And Ido not doubt that, 
with the present diminution in our revenues, and 
the fact that fewer persons will be needed to per- 
form the manual and clerical labor of all kinds 
connected therewith, nearly a thousand persons 
could be dispensed with, without the slightest 
injury to the efficiency of the service, ne 
least half a million of dollars per - 
portant item, when the Government is plunging 
so rapidly into an ane of debt, keeping its 
above water, from day to day, Py postponing 
many of its debts, and obtaining fully of its 
receipts by shi rs and loans. Certainly, 
at such a time as this the most rigid economy 
should be practiced; but when, in spite of the 
dilapidated condition of our finances, the 
ments send us estémates, asking $80,000 for 
one year’s expenses, there remains to this Con- 
, or, if they refuse to perform it, to another 
wedded to the Administration, which the 
people will elect this fall, the duty of inaugurating 



















the retrenchment which both necessity and true 
policy command. The Secretary of the Treas- 
ury could look, if he would, over the whole coun- 
try, and see where officers could be dispensed 
with; but, instead of reduction, he has demanded 
in his estimates a larger amount by far for this 
branch of his service than ever before was ex- 
pended, when fifty per cent. more revenue was 
collected than will be received this year; and the 
Committee of Ways and Means, finding that the 
Senate will not concur in this, still insist on having 
as much as was expended last year—the most 
extrav t year, except the pregent one, ever 
known in our national expenditures. I know 
how strongly a dominant majority incline to fol- 
low the lead of their Ways and Means Committee, 
and their Secretary of the Treasury; but I appeal 
to them, when appropriations for rivers and a 
bors, for old soldiers, for private claimants, &c., 
are denied for lack of means, to apply the prun- 
ing-hook of retrenchment in the service provided 
for by this bill. Never was there a better oppor- 
tunity, for this is an aceeepenniae bill for office- 
holders alone; and this House, which by the Con- 
stitution is made a special guard on the Treasury, 
as no other authority can originate an appropri- 
ation bill, is the very body to insist that the Ad- 
ministration should, in regard to the number and 
cost of its subordinates, practice an economy 
which as yet appears to be unknown. 

I will not detain the House further, except to 
say that the official tables before me show that, 
in 1850, the cost of collecting the revenue was less 
than five per cent., and that, from 1850 up to 1857, 
it did not exceed siz per cent.; while we are asked, 
in this bill, to appropriate nine per cent. If we 
** progress”’ in this way for a few years, I fear 
that the toll will exceed the grist; and I again 
appeal to the House not to accept this miscalled 
compromise, which, instead of reducing, keeps 
up undiminished the extravagant expenses of last 
year, and retains in Government employ an army 
of office-holders, one third of whom could be dis- 

rsed with actual benefit to the service itself. 

Mr. LETCHER. Mr. Chairman, the expendi- 
tures for the collection of the revenue grow out 
of laws passed by the two Houses of Congress, 
and approved by the President. If reform is ne- 
cessary in reference to this branch of the public 
service, let it be effected in a proper mode. We 
have been here fora period of nearly six months, 
and gentlemen on the other side have had oppor- 
tunities of introducing bills for the purpose of 
bringing about this reform in the abolition of what 
they say are useless offices. It will be recollected 
that, in the early part of the session, one of the 
gentlemen on the other side of the House called 
attention to this subject, and stated that, at the 
place of his residence, there were useless offices, 
and that he intended to introduce a bill for the pur- 
pose of cutting them down. Other gentlemen 
made pretty much the same statement; but now, 
when we come to pass upon a bill for the ex- 
penses of collecting the revenue, predicated on 
the laws as they stand on the statute-books, we 
find that no efforts of that sort have been made 
during the entire session that is now about to 
come to a close. 

Mr. GROW. Will the gentleman allow me 4 
word here? 

Mr. LETCHER. Not just now. The amount 
required to collect the revenue under the laws, on 
the Atlantic slope of the country, is $3,200,000. 
The amount required: on the Pacific slope is 
oe re Now this bill is reduced to the very 
owest amount. We have broughtit down $64,812 
below the actual amount required for the purpose, 
so that we might put it at the very lowest point 
which it is possible to get along with. If it can 
be done below this sum, no doubt it will be done. 
If these expenses are high, and are still increas- 
ing, this House is censurable; for, by the multi- 
plication of ports of entry and ports of delivery, 
it has made the necessity for those officers whose 
salaties are provided for under this bill. If re- 
form is to begin, let it begin with particular items. 
Let these items be presented to this House, and 
the country; let a bill be predicated upon them; 
let that bill be passed. Whenever the num- 
of officers is road in ae ew there will 
a corresponding reduction in the estimates. 
The question being on Mr Coxrax’s amend- 


Mr. COLFAX withdrew it. 
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ENROLLED BILLS. || Fourth amendment: 
The committee informally rose, and And be it further enacted, That no collector of the cus 


Mr. DAVIDSON, from the Committee on En- | 
rolled Bills, reported as duly enrolled the following 
bills; when the Speaker signed the same: 

An act (H. R. No. 243) making appropriations | 
for the support of the Army for the year ending | 
the 30th June, 1859. 

An act (Hf. R. No. 557) making supplemental | 
appropriations for the current and contingent ex- | 

nses of the [ndian department, and for fulfill- | 
ing treaty stipulations with various Indian tribes | 
for the year ending June 30, 1859. - 


POST OFFICE APPROPRIATION BILL. 
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toms, deputy collector, naval officer, députy naval officer, 
surveyor, deputy surveyor, general appraiser, superintend- 
entoft warehouses, or any odie officer or person engaged in 
the collection of the revenue, shall receive a greater compen- 
sation than is now paid to the officers and persons cugaged 
in the said service at the port of New York : ided, 
That this section shall mot be so construed as to increase 
the compensation of any officer of the customs or of any 
person engaged in the collection thereof. 


Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. The Committee || 
of Ways and Means recommend a non-concur- 
rence in this amendment. 

The amendment was non-concurred in. 


Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. I move that the 


Mr.J.GLANCY JONES. The Senate having || committee rise and report the amendments to the 


returned the Post Office appropriation bill with 
amendments, and asked for a conference, | move 
that the House insist on its disagreeing votes 
thereto, and agree to a committee of conference. 

The motion was agreed to; and Messrs. Bur- 
NETT, Bituivcuurst, and Corning, were ap- 
paren as such committee on the part of the 

ouse. 

The committee then resumed its session, and 
the consideration of the 


REVENUE BILL. 


Mr.GROW. I move to reduce the amount ten 
dollars, for the purpose of saying a word or two. 
The gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Lercuer] , 
lectures members upon this side of the House 
because they have not proposed some reform of 
the abuses that have grown up in the collection of | 
the revenue. The gentleman knows very well 
that it is not in the power of this House to de- | 
termine what employés are useless, at different | 

oints, in collecting the revenue of the country. | 
t belongs to the Department; and while the force 
has been increased five hundred in five years, | 
most of the increase has been made under laws 
that were permissive, and not obligatory upon the 
Secretary. He can reduce the force under the 
law. Last year they collected $65,000,000, and — 
this year they will collect only $40,000,000, and | 
certainly the same force cannot be necessary. 
Let the Secretary, then, make the reduction where 


he thinks it can be done without injury to the || 


ublic service. He is the only man who can do 
it. This House cannot tell what employés might 


lic service. I hope the amendment of the Senate | 
will be concurred in. 

{Loud and continued cries of ** Question!” | 
** Question !’’ 


| 


House. 
The motion was agreed to. 
So the committee rose; and the Speaker having | 


enemy 


| resumed the chair, Mr. Barkspace reported that || 


| 


| 
| 
| 


| ments be concurred in with an amendment; that 


_| main question ordered. 





Mr. HOUSTON. [| want-to say buta word or | 


two. I want to say to the gentleman from Penn- | 
sylvania that, if he will reflect a moment, he will 

see that the increased expense of collecting the | 
revenue does not grow exclusively or mainly out | 
of the causes.which have been referred to. ~All 

over the country, at almost every point where a | 
steamer can float a hundred bales of cotton, you | 
have made ports of delivery; and thereby created | 
the necessity of appointing officers and establish-— 
ing all the machinery and paraphernalia at an in- | 
creased expense to the Government. Congress | 


has no control whatever over it. (Cries of **Ques- | 
tion !’ 
Mr. GROW. I withdraw my amendment. 


The Senate amendmeni, as amended, was con- | 
curred in. i] 

Second amendment: } 

And be it further enacted, That from and after the Ist of | 
July, 1858, all laws and parts of laws which authorize the | 
payment of the expenses, or any portion of the expenses, of 
collec the revenue from customs at any port or ports on 
the Pacific coast of the United States, out of the accruing 
revenue, befure the same is paid into the Treasury, shall be, 
and hereby are, repealed. 

Mr. J.GLANCY JONES. The Committee of 
Ways and Means recommend a concurrence in 
that amendment. 

The amendment was concurred in. 

Third amendment: 

ind be it enacted, That the Secretary of the 
Treasury be, and he is hereby, authorized, at his discretion, 
to discontinue all ports of delivery, the revenue received at 
each of which does not amount to the sum of $10,000. 


Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. The Committee 
of Ways and Means recommend a concurrence 
in this amendment. 

The amendment was concurred in. 


| 
| 
| 


has done this, and the Secretary of the Treasury 
| 


|| ments of the Senate was concurred in. 


| of the Whole on the state of the Union; and that || 


but I desire to say, so far as 1 am concerned, I 


| Union had, according to order, had the Union | 


| the amendments of the Senate to House bill (No. 

| 466) making appropriation for the expenses of 
|| collecting the revenue from customs, and had | 
|| directed him to report the same to the House, 


| and labor for said half years. 


: e ‘ t | the amendment to the amendment. 
be dispensed with, without detriment to the pub- | 


the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 


generally under consideration, and particularly 


with a recommendation that one of said amend- | 


others be concurred in, and that one be non-con- 
curred in. 

_Mr. J. GLANCY JONES demanded the pre- | 
vious question. 


The previous question was seconded, and the 


The first amendment of the Senate was then | 
read, as follows: 


Strike out the first two sections of the bill, and insert, in | 
lieu thereof, the following : } 

That there be, and hereby is, appropriated, for the ex- 
penses of collecting the revenue from custome for each half | 
year, the sum of $1,500,000, payable out of any money in | 
the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, together with | 
such sum as may be received for storage, cartage, wharfage, | 


The Committee of the Whole on the state of | 





| eration of this 


| which I.come, but it would 





the Union recommended an amendment to this 
amendment, to strike out “five”? and insert 
‘*eight,’’ so as to make the sum $1,800,000. 

r. COLFAX demanded the yeas and nayson || 





The yeas and nays were not ordered. 
The amendment to the amendment was agreed || 


|| to—ayes 79, noes 59. 


Theamendment of the Senate,as amended, was | 


|, then concurred in. 


The action of the Committee of the Whole on | 
the state of the Union on the remaining amend- || 


Mr. J.GLANCY JONES moved to reconsider | 
the vote taken on concurring in the amendments || 
of the Senate; and also moved to lay the motion || 
to reconsider upon the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


SUB-TREASURY LAW. | 


Mr. J.GLANCY JONES. I move that House | 
bill (No. 467) modifying the first section of the || 
act entitled ‘* An act to amend an act entitled || 
‘ An act to provide for the better organization of || 
the Treasury, and for the collection, safe-keep- || 
ing, transfer, and disbursement of the public rev- | 
enue,’ ’’ be made the special order in Committee | 





| 


all general debate on it be closed within five | 
minutes after its consideration shall be resumed. 
Mr. BARKSDALE. I ask the chairman of || 
the Committee of Ways and Means (Mr. Jones} i 
to suspend for a moment. The House will re- || 
member that several days since my colleague | 
{Mr. Davis] offered a resolution with reference | 
to the outrages which have recently been com- | 
mitted upon our merchant vessels and commerce | 
in the Gulf of Mexico and ports of Cuba, and || 
that the resolution was referred to the Committee | 
on Foreign Affairs. 
* The committee is now ready to report a bill, | 
and I ask the unanimous consent of the House 








if it should adjourn without arming the Pres- 


ident with full authority and the amplest means | 
| to resent and resist these outrages. On our own 


waters, within sight of our own shores, our ves- 
sels have been boarded and searched, our com- 
merce intercepted, and our flag insulted by the 
naval officers of a haughty and insolent Power, 
and we are, and o 


ught to be, disgraced in the 


| estimation of all civilized nations if immediate 
| reparation, full and complete, is not demanded 
(/ and enforced. The asserted right of visitation 


and search, on the part of » has never 


|, been admitted by this Government. On the con- 


trary, we have ever unequivocally denied it. It 
was denied in 1812, and Great Britain was taught 
a lesson then which she ought never to forget. 
It was denied by Mr. Stevenson, our Minster to 
England, in his luminous correspondence with 
that Government. It was denied by General Cass 
when the five great Powers of Europe entered 
into the quintuple treaty, and invited the codp- 
Genuine, and Mr. Clay, in his 

great speech on the new Army bill, in 1813, de- 
clared that ** the colors that float from the mast- 
head should be the credentials of our seamen.’’ 
The President, with a promptness which com- 
mends itself to the conn and admiration of the 
country, has ordered a squadron to the scene of 
these outrages to prevent their repetition, but he 


| is powerless to redress past offenses, unless sus- 


tained by Congress. 

I know that a war would be a great calamity to 
this country, and particularly to the section from 
a greater calamity 
sull to England. With her national debt palsy- 
ing the energies of her people, her difficulties with 
France and China, and a rebellion raging in In- 
dia, she is in no condition to engage in a war with 
this country; but if she was, rather than submit 
to these aggressions upon our commerce, | would 
prefer war, with all its consequences. 

Iam not allowed, under the rules of the House, 
to discuss the bill before it has been reported, but 


| I must be permitted to say that a bolder foreign 


policy ought to be adopted by this Government; 
and that wherever an Laesies citizen may go, 
upon the land or upon the sea, in the prosecution 
of lawful enterprises, he is entitled to the protec- 
tion of the Government, and ought to have it, 
But I am trespassing upon the time of the gentle- 


| man from Pennsylvania, and I yield the floor: 


Several Memsers called for the question on 
Mr. J. Guancy Jonzs’s motion. 
Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. 
motion. 

Mr. SICKLES,. If the gentleman will allow 
me, | will make a motion that is in order. 

Several Memsers objected. 

The motion of Mr. J. Grancy Jones was 
agreed to. 

Mr. J.GLANCY JONES moved that the rules 


I insist on my 


| be suspended, and that the House resolve itself 
| inte the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
|, the Union, 


The motion was agreed to; and the House ac- 
cordingly resolved itself into the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Barks- 
DALE in the chair. 

The CHAIRMAN stated the business in order 
to be the special order; which was the bill making 
an amendment to the sub-Treasury law. 

The bill was read in extenso. 

It provides that so much of the first section of 
the act entitled ** An act to amend an act entitled 


| * An act to provide for the better organization of 


the Treasury, and for the colleetion, safe-keep- 
ing, transfer, and disbursement of the public rev- 
enue,’’’ approved March 3, 1857, as provides 
‘* that each and every disbursing officer or agent 
of the United States, having any money of the 
United States intrusted to him for disbursement, 
shall be, and he is hereby, uired to deposit 
the same with the Treasurer of the United States, 
or with some one of the Assistant Treasurers or 
public depositaries, and draw for the same only 
in favor of the persons to whom payment is to be 
made in pursuance of law and instructions,’’ be 


to do so, merely that it may be referred to the || modified and amended, so that whenever the Sec- 
Committee of the Whole House and printed. I || retary or other officer at the head ofany Executive 
do not ask action upon it at this time. I know } Department to which any disbursing officer or 
too well that such a request would be refused; || er attached or shall belong, to whom money 

|| of the United States is or may be intrusted for 
believe that Congress would fail to discharge the | disbursement, shall deem it necessary or expedi- 
high duty it owes to the people of this country || ent to order and direct that such money intrusted 
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to such disbursing officer or agent shall be held 
by him, and paid directly to the person to whom 
payment is to be made in pursuance of law and 
instructions, without depositing the same in the 
manner required in said first section, such custody 
and payment of the money of the United States 
by omch disbursing officer or agent, under the 
express order and direction of such head of the 
Department to which such disbursing officer or 
agent is attached or shall belong, shall be taken 
and deemed to be a sufficient compliance with that 
part of said first section of the act above men- 
tioned. 

Mr. J.GLANCY JONES. The law to which 
this is an amendment was passed in the last hours 
of the session of March 4, 1857. It forbids any 
disbursing officer of this Government from draw- 
ing more than twenty dollars in money out of the 
Treasury at any one time. I approve of that law 
where it ie possible to execute it. The Executive 
Department asks no modification of it, except the 
extension of just such a discretionary power as 
will enable them to execute the law. Under the 
law as it is, disbursing money in the Mediterra- 


nean squadron, paying officers in Utah, and pay- | 


ing public debts in California and elsewhere, is 


utterly impossible. The amendment only pro- || 
poses this: let the law stand as it is,except where || 


a head of a Department certifies to the Secretary 
of the Treasury that it is absolutely necessary to 


allow a disbursing officer to draw out more in | 


money than is fixed, instead of checking. He 


has the power to check for it now. It simplyen- | 
ables him to take the money instead of checking. | 
Now, I cannot deny that there will exist some | 
prejudice against giving any disbursing officer || 

wer to draw out more money than the law of || 


857 allows. That is not the effect of the amend- 
ment. This allows him to draw more than twenty 
dollars only where the Secretary or the head of 
a Department certifies and reports to Congress 
that it is absolutely impossible for the disbursing 
Officer to get along without doing so. That is the 
whole of it. 

Mr. MORGAN. This is a bill which has been 
discussed here in a very full House; and by a 
very decided vote the House laid it aside; and | 
hope it will not be pressed again. If it is, I ob- 
ject to it. 

No amendment being offered, 

Mr. J,.G@LANCY JONES moved that the com- 
mittee rise, and report the bill to the House with 
a recommendation that the bill do pass. 

The motion was agreed to. 

So the committee rose; and the Speaker having 
resumed the chair, Mr. Barkspaxe reported that 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 


Union had, according to order, had the state of | 


the Union paar under consideration, and par- 
ticularly House bill (No. 467) modifying the first 
section of the act entitled ** An act to amend an 


act entitled * An act to provide for the better or- | 


ganization of the Treasury, and for the collec- 
uuon, safe-keeping, transfer, and disbursement of 
the public revenue;’’’ and had directed him to 
report the same to the House with a recommend- 
ation that it do pass. 

Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. I demand the pre- 
vious question on the engrossment and third read- 
ing of the bill. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question aa 


grossed and read a third time; and, being en- 
grossed, it was accordin ly read the third time. 

Mr.J.GLANCY JONES. I move the prévi- 
ous question upon the passage of the bill. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put. 

Mr. MORGAN. I move to lay the bill upon 
the table. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I demand the yeas and 
nays upon the of the bill. 

he yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the nagative—yeas 71, nays 90; as follows: 

YEAS — Messrs. Adrain, Abi, A 


» Arnold, 
= J » 
je 7 ee 24 thoes iat Chay, Clemens, Cobb, 


off Davis of Mississippi, Dimmick Ed- 
Sentient Faulkner ices Ginis, Goode, : 

Groesbeck, Lawrence W. Hall, Hatch, Hopkins, H 
Hughes, Huyler, Jackson, Jenkins, J. Giancy Jones, Owen 
Jones, Ketiy Jacob M. Kunkel, Lamar, Landy, Leidy, 


ered to be put; and, under the | se 
operation thereof, the bill was ordered to be en- | 
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shall, Miles, Millson, Moore, Niblack, Pendleton, Peyton, 
John 8. Phelps, Phillips, Powell, Quitman, Reilly, Ruffin, 
Russell, Sandidge, Scales, Shorter, Sickles, Samuel A. 
Smith, James A. Stewart, Ward, White, Winslow, and 
Wortendyke—71. 

NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, Andrews, Atkins, Avery, Barks- 
dale, Bennett, Billinghurst, Bingham, Biair, Bliss, Bocock, 
Brayton, Buffinton, Burlingame, Burnett, Case, Ezra Clark, 
Clawson, Clark B. Cochrane, Colfax, Covode, Cragin, 
|| Curtis, Davis of Maryland, Davis of Massachusetts, Davis 
|| of lowa, Dawes, Dean, Dick, Dodd, Durfee, Edie, Fenton, 
Foley, Foster, Garnett, Gartrell, Gilman, Gilmer, Gooch, 
|| Goodwin, Granger, Grow, Robert B. Hali, J. Morrison Har- 
ris, Thomas L. Harris, Hill, Hoard, Horton, Jewett, George 
W. Jones, Kellogg, Knapp, Leiter, Lovejoy, Humphrey 
| Marshall, Matteson, Maynard, M 1, Morrill, Edward 
} Joy Morris, Mott, Nichols, Palmer, Parker, Potter, Pottle, 
|| Ricaud, Robbins, Roberts, Royce, Savage, Henry M. Shaw, 
|, William Smith, 8 inne:, Stanton, William Stewart, Talbot, 
|| Tappan, George Taylor, Thayer, Tompkins, Trippe, Un- 
derwood, Wade, Walbridge, Elihu B. Washburne, Wood, 


i] Woodson, and John V. Wright—90. 


|| So the bill was not passed. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, stated, pending 
the call of the roll, that he had paired off with 
Mr. SHerman, of Ohio. 

Mr. HILL. I desire to state that last evening, 
on account of the illness of Mr. Epmunpson, I | 
_ paired off with him. I believe he is present now, 
and I vote ‘‘no’’ on this question. 


| Letcher, Maclay, McKibbin, McQueen, Samuel 8S. Mar- 


1} 
i 








| 
Mr. BURNETT moved to reconsider the vote | 
| by which the bill was rejected; and also moved 
_ to lay the motion to reconsider on the table. | 





Mr. REILLY demanded the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were refused. 

The motion to lay the motidh to reconsider on 
the table was agreed to. 





| 
i MAIL STEAMER BILL. 
| 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I rise to a privi- 
| leged question. The committee of conference on 
the disagreeing votes of the two Houses upon the 
| bill CH. R. No, 558) making appropriations for 
the transportation of the United States mail, by | 
ocean steamers and otherwise, during the fiscal 
|| year ending the 30th of June, 1859, have met, and 
after a full and free conference have been utterly | 
| unable to agree upon any one of the provisions of | 
the bill. 
| Mr. HOUSTON. I would ask the gentleman | 
| what number of Senate amendments there are to | 
|| that bill? 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. There were four | 
|| amendments upon which the two Houses dis- | 
agreed. There was one authorizing the Postmaster 
General, with the consent of the contractors, to | 
change the terminus of the Collins line from Liv- 
|| erpool to Southampton. We might perhaps have 
| agreed to that one, if we could have agreed upon | 
|| the others. The others authorize the Postmaster | 
General to make contracts to carry the mails from | 
any port of the United States to any ports in any | 
| part of the world if he can get them carried for the | 
United States inland and sea postage. 
Mr. SICKLES. I move thatthe committee be | 
| discharged, and that another be appointed. 
| Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I would move, if) 
it isin order, that the House adhere to its dis- | 
|| agreeing votes. | 
| Mr. SICKLES. I insist upon my motion, and 
|| move the previous question upon its adoption. 
| Mr. HOUSTON. Woald it be in order to 
| move that the House agree to the amendments 
| last referred to by the gentleman from Tennes- 


e? 
| Mr. WASHBURN, of Illinois. Has not the | 
| previous wee been called ? 

Mr. HOUSTON. I am only asking a question 
for information. 

The SPEAKER. The bill is not technically 
| in ssion of the House. 

he previous question was seconded, and the | 
main question ordered to be put; and under the op- 
_ eration thereof Mr. Siexies’s motion was 
to; and Mr. Sicxies, Mr. Gannett, and Mr. 
Kuwxet of Pennsylvania, were appointed as such 
committee on the of the House. 

Mr. SICKLES moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the House insisted; and also moved to 
lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 

he latter motion was agreed to. 


RECIPROCITY TREATY. 


Mr.J. GLANCY JONES. There are but two 
measures now that I have to bring forward: one 
before we go into the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, and the other in the 























Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
There isa joint resolution, which will not occup 
five minutes, relative to the reciprocity treaty, 
and which I ask leave to report to the House from 
the Committee of Ways and Means, that it may 
be put upon its pa ‘ 

e joint resolution authorizes the President 
of the United States, whenever he shall receive 
satisfactory information that hay and hops, being 
the products of the United States, and exported 
thence a of the British North American Proy- 
inces, are admitted free of duty, to issue his proc- 
lamation*declaring that hay and hops, the prod- 
pee of those Provinces, shall be admitted free of 

uty. 

Mr. STANTON. I object to the introduction 
of the joint resolution. 

Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. I move that the 
rules be suspended. I send up a letter from the 
Secretary of the eee to have read. 

Mr. STANTON. Is debate in order on a mo- 
tion to suspend the rules? 

The SPEAKER. It is not. 

Mr. STANTON. Well, I object, unless we 
have it on both sides. 

Mr. J.GLANCY JONES. I call for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Joun Cocu- 
RANE and BurrinTon were appointed. 

The House divided; and the tellers reported— 
ayes seventy-one; not two thirds of a quorum. 

So the rules were not suspended. 


LOAN BILL. 


Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. Debate has not 
been closed on the loan bill in the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union. I have in- 
dicated, on a former occasion, my disposition ‘to 
leave that bill open fora reasonable length of de- 
bate. I wish to ascertain the sense of the House, 
and propose now to move that all debate shall 
close on that bill in the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union in two hours after it 
shall have been taken up in committee. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I move to 
amend by closing debate in thirty minutes. 

Mr. J.GLANCY JONES. lL accept the amend- 
ment, and call for the previous question. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE, 


A message was received from the Senate, by 
Mr. Assury Dicks, its Secretary, informing 
the House that the Senate had agreed to the re- 
port of the committee of conference on the Senate 
amendments to the naval appropriation bill. 


LOAN BILL-—AGAIN. 


Theamendmentof Mr. Wasneurne was agreed 
to; and the resolution, as amended, was adopted. 
Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. I’ move that the 
rules be suspended, and that the House resolve 
| itself into the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 

The question was taken; and the motion was 
agreed to. 

The rules were accordingly suspended; and the 
House resolved itself into the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Barks- 
DALE in the chair,) and proceeded to the consid- 
eration of Honse bill (No. 582) to authorize a 
loan not exceeding the sum of $15,000,000. 

The bill was read. : 

Mr. BURLINGAME. Mr. Chairman, I shall 
ask the indulgence of the committee for a short 
time only, while I shall bring to its consideration 
the recent outrages committed upon our flag in the 
Gulf of Mexico. I do so, sir, at this time, because 
it seems to me that no other opportunity may 
offer for that pu pres , 

Mr. BRANCH. [I rise to a question of order. 
My impression is that this bill has been made the 

order in committee by order of the House; 
and if so, the debate must be confined to it. 

The CHAIRMAN. The bill has not been made 
a special order. The gentleman from Massachu- 
setts is in order, and will proceed. : 

Mr. BURLINGAME. I had hoped that this 
subject would have been referred to the Commit- 
tee on Foreign Affairs, (of which I am an humble 
member,) so that the committee have taken 
official action upon it. It was not until recently, 


however, that it was so referred, and the commit- 
tee have had an important report in relation to !t, 


BY 








—_—_ awa eS av 


yy 





1858. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 








which they have desired to submit, but no oppor- 
wnity has been afforded them. 

It seems to me, sir, that the subject is of suffi- 
cient importance to demand the consideration of 
this House. The Senate has taken action. Why 
should the immediate es of the soa 

le remain silent? That these outrages have been 
committed, nobody can deny. Twelve times in 
the waters of a foreign nation our flag has been 
insulted imthe presence of a foreign people! Mere 
than twenty times within the last two months our 
ships have been stopped, searched, and (in some 
cases) fired into; and all this in violation of good 
faith, and in violation of the plain law of nations, 
as expounded by Webster and Calhoun, as de- 
cided by Stowell and Story. The rule which has 
been violated I take to be this, and I shall be 
brief: that on the sea all nations are equal—that 
every flag is sacred which symbolizes an honest 
nationality—and, therefore, it is not for one na- 
tion or for many nations to arrogate to itself or 
to themselves the right to act as the police of the 
seas. This rule consists well with the doctrine 
which permits any one of them or all of them to 


same rule, I take it, governs on the sea as gov- 
erns on land. You may pursue the murderer into 
the freeman’s home, if you will; but you must be 
sure of his character in that respect. You may 
take the pirate on the sea wherever you can find 
him; but you must be sure, in taking him, not to 
touch the rights of the man who is not a pirate. 
Now, ourcitizens, who have been insulted did not 
look like pirates, did not act like pirates, and did 
not prove to be pirates. Therefore, an outrage 
has been committed on them. Now, those who 
committed it acted under instructions, or they did 
not. 
war has been committed, if we choose so to con- 
sider it. If they did not act.under instructions, 
then, sir, they fall into the category of thieves 
and robbers of the sea, to be dealt with accord- 


ingly. Look at it as you will, itseems thatgross | 


outrages have been committed, which demand 
instant reparation, and justify instant retalia- 
tion. 

Now, sir, in the presence of these facts—all 
agreeing as to the nature of the outrages, all 
agreeing as to the law violated by them—what is 
the attitude of the Administration? Doesit resent 
the insult? It admits that the law has been vio- 
lated. Does it seek, by any action, to vindicate 
the violated law? Sir, inferring from its acts and 
its words, it takes this position—it tells us to 
pause, wait, negotiate. 
to negotiate about? Does not every man see that 
by taking this position the Administration yields 
the = of honor? Does not every man see that 
ittakes a position of. disadvantage? England will 
have a right to infer that the question is an open 
one. Wait to hear from England? 
What can England say? The insult has been 
offered, and who is to resent it? 
resent it? The law has been violated; and is Eng- 
land to vindicate the violated law? If we sink 
her ships, or bring them into port, can England 
complain? Is it not England’s hereditary policy 
to promote those who show zeal in her cause, 
even when they pass the bounds of law? Where 
is Crampton? Did he suffer? Ought she not 
rather to thank us? If she avows the act, then 
it is an act of war; and if she does not, let us pun- 
ish her officers who do it, in such a way that they 
will never do it again. 

Mr. KUNKEL, of Pennsylvania. 
like to ask the panes from Massachusetts, 
whether he would plunge the country in war, (as 
he seems to be condemning the Administration 
for not doing it,) without waiting until we know 
whether these acts of outrage are authorized by 
the British Government or not? 

Mr. BURLINGAME. The course I indicate 
ia the way to peace and honor. I plunge this 
country into war! No, sir, I want no war; but 
I want no insult. England will thank us for vin- 
dicating the law, if she holds to the decisions of 
her great judge. 

-GRANGER. How long are we allowed 
to debate a loan bill of $15,000,000? 
_The CHAIRMAN. Thirty minutes is the 
time allotted for general debate. 

Mr.GRANGER. Sol thought. - 

_ Mr. BURLINGAME. The House knows that 


. 


| 
| 


I have not pressed myself upon its deliberation | committed u 


often during this session. I have not asked many 


favors of the House. [Cries of **Go on !’’} 


them. Their property had been 
| destroyed; they had been driven by the tyrant, 
, out of a country to which they had been 


It seems to me, sir, that the Administration is | invited; one of our national vessels, too, had been 
not up to the mark in this matter—that it does | fired into. 


a shrinking back from responsibility—from a vin- 


dication of our rights—on everyhand. The peo- | 


ple ask it not to be rash, but firm—to stand to 


its declarations; that it shall be good in itsdeeds | 


asin its words. I fear, from the signs, that we 
are to have the “* fifty-four forty or fight’’ over 
again, and then back down to forty-nine—yielding 
up Vancouver’s Island, the finest in the Paeific. 
I detect this shrinking back, in the long time 
taken by the President to respond to the call of the 
House for information; and when he did respond 
with startling facts, why did he not make a re- 


not reflect the real spirit of the people. 
quest or a recommendation ? 


I detect it in the 


letter of your Secretary of State to Mr. Dallas, | 


| the sting of which is for Spain, and not for Eng- 
| land. eak Spain, that cannot, with her shriv- 
| eled arm respond to our blow, is to be punished 


|| for an insult committed upon our shipping, which 
take the pirate wherever he may be found. The | 


| those under which Captain Chatard was recalled 
| for not doing an act, and Paulding censured for 





If they acted under instructions, an act of || 


| doing the very same act, in the very same place. 
I detect it in the resolutions of the Coupmninies on 
Foreign Relations of the Senate. Those resolutions 
were properly characterized by Senator Toombs. 


The report going before them contains good doc- | 


am but the resolutions are pointless and aim- 
ess. 

| {f all this did not.convince me of the feeble pol- 
| icy of the Government, I could no longer doubt, 
| after the demand, by bill, by the friends of the 


|| President, for power to war upon the little dying || 


| States of Central America: et, sir, when the 





hat on earth is there | 


What for? | 


Is England to || 


I should him ask for it, and we will respond. 


|| ton, as to whether they desired the power to re- 
| sent the insult by England, the response was em- 


|| phatic, that they did not. Why notask for power | 


|| to regent the insult against that nation as well as 
|| against a small nation? If the President has not 


|| the power to resent it, why does he not ask us for | 


| it? I have no doubt at all, that if there is cause 
| for it, the people’s Representatives will respond, 


with every dime and every man in this country, || 


to vindicate the freedom of the seas. We all re- 
|| member that, when one man was imprisoned in 
Maine, the Senate unanimously, and the House 
|| with only a few dissenting votes, responded very 
| promptly—the gallant Clay leading the patriotic 
} feeling of the Senate; and John Quincy Adams, 

who never gave his voice or never gave his vote 
against his country in his life, led the patriotic 
fervor in this House. I will not dwell on that 
| point. 

Are we sure that the President has used all the 
power he has, for the purpose of repelling inva- 
|| sion and resenting insult? If he could use the 
|| marines to shoot down American citizens in the 
|, Streets of Washington, could he not repel the for- 
|| eign foe? If he could pursue and assault Walker 
1 upon a foreign soil, and bring him back to this 
| country, could he not assault and beat back an 
|| enemy that invaded the sacred soil of our coun- 
|| try? For I take it, that the deck of an American 
|| vessel is the soil of the country. 
|| But, if there is any doubt as to his power, let 
I do not 
propose that we shall give him general, wander- 
ing, vagrant power to attack nations, weak and 
small; but if England insult us, I will give him 
specific power, at our hand, to strike England; if 

araguay insult us, I will give him specific pow- 
er, as the hand of the Union, to strike Paraguay. 
I am jealous of the assumption of power by the 
President; I think that he has assumed it; L think 





that he has intervened to trample down the rights | 


of American citizens upon American soil; but I 
am constrained to say that he has notat any time 
exhibited any special activity in vindicating the 
rights of the country against a foreign foe. I voted 
to give him the power in the case of Paraguay. 
I did it, because the citizens of my own section— 
not because they belonged to New England, for 
I wovid have done it as well if they were from 
Mississippi or South Carolina—had outrages 





I detect || 


| dress. 
| property of my countrymen, it was because of 
|| this insult to our dignity and our pride, it was 
_ because the blood of American citizens had for 


| question was put by a friend of the Administra- | 


|| a confederacy; she has obtaine 


| Central American States, whieh will shut down 
‘| the 
|| Pacific possessions. 


Mr. COX. Did the gentleman vote for the ten 


sloops? 
Mr. BURLINGAME. I would like to an- 
| swer that question; I will do so, if I have time. 
Our ship of war, on a peaceful expedition, in 
| neutral waters, was fired upon, and an American 
citizen killed upon her deck. And when we sent 
commissioner after commissioner there, they were 
spurned away by the tyrant, Lopez, without re- 
It was because of this destruction of the 


_ years cried for vengeance from the waters of the 
distant Parana, that I voted to bestow upon the 
President of the United States, not a discretion 
to make war—for that we did ourselves—but a 

discretion only in favorem vite—in favor of hu- 


|| manity—to make peace. I voted in favor of grant- 
|| she could not prevent, and did not approve! I || 


|, detect it in the general and mystical orders given 
| by the Secretary of the Navy to the Gulf squad- 
|, ron—more general and mystical, if possible, than 


ing that discretion, and would vote to do itagain. 

Tam proud of that vote. The President has done 
right in reference to that matter. Though I may 

| differ with him, and do differ with him radically, 
upon many points of his policy, I shall not be so 
recreant to the interests of my country, so blinded 
by party zeal, as not to give him the assistance of 

| my vote, and my hand, if need be, when I see 

| him honestly seeking to vindicate the honor of my 

country, and the dignity of my native land. 

Mr. HILL. Will the gentleman allow me to 

| ask him a question? 

| Mr. BURLINGAME.®™ I cannot 
friend from Georgia. 1 know that 


ield to my 
is question 


'| would be pertinent and friendly, but I cannot, for 


I have not the time. 
| Mr. COX. I would like to have the gentleman 
| answer my question. 

Mr. BURLINGAME. I should be pleased, 
had I time, to answer all your questions, but my 
time is nearly up. 

I can only say, in general terms, that the foreign 
policy of this Government has been weak and 

vacillating. Its agents have been of such a char- 
acter as to cause the weak nations to hate us, and 
| the great nations to despise us. This weakness 
and vacillation have invited all these insults—for 
everybody insults us now. Chili does it; and 
| Paraguay, and New Granada, and China, insult 
us; Spain has fired into the El Dorado; the Dutch 
imprisoned Captain Gibson, and destroyed his 
property; and after the Government undertock to 
redress his wrongs, it backed out. Look at New 
Granada! They kill our citizens by the score, 
violate our rights and the laws of nations; and 
| yet our people are asked to pause and negotiate! 
And what does negotiation accomplish? Where 
| now is your Cass-Herran treaty? If we are to 
| credit the last report, a treaty with New Granada 
| has been defeated. 
And what is the state of thingsin Central Amer- 
| ica?—a point where we need all the skill and di- 
| plomacy of our Government. Is therea member 
| of this House who can recall the name of a single 
| distinguished agent of this Government who has 
| been sent to that delicate point, where our inter- 
| ests are in greatest danger? The genius of France 
is at work there; she is = that people into 
grants from the 


ates directly in the way to our own great 


But last, and worse than all, England in our own 


| waters is committing insults on our flag; and it 
| Seems to me the time has come, and the fullness 
|| of time, for this people to put forth its energies 
i and manifest its power; and I would treat Eng- 


land precisely as | would treatthe meanest Power 
| upon the face of the earth. 

But it may be said we shall havea war. I say, 
|notso. If England does not mean to vindicate 
for herself thg right of search, these difficulties 
| can lead to no war. If she does,! ask if there is 


an American citizen anywhere who is willing to 


yield up the freedom of the seas? Then there 


|| can be no war. 


I honor 


I make no crusade against England. 
oan I asenher because she 


, her for her courage, 


| vindicates the rights of her citizens upon every 
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war for two of her citizens who were taken by 
discharged, and reparation is demanded; and the 


London Times) is, that she will fire a shot against 
Naples, which will resound from the Straits of 
Messina to the Alps. I glory in her ancient re- 
nown, and joy in the tidings of her present might. 
But whatever she was before, or however great 


and the Nile, | would say to her, that though she 


soldier of Europe, and trample down under her 
cruel feet the fierce sepoy of the Orient, the 


waves, standing for their ee rights, 
dare cast down the gage of battle even to her, and 
will convince her, and convince the world, 


* That there is one great clime 
Which still rears its crest unconquered and sublime.”’ 


But it is said we are not prepared for war. And 
Tam asked by the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. 


Cox,] why I did not vote for the construction of | 


the war sloops. Of what use, I ask, would they 
be in case of war with England? I say we are 
better prepared for war, in proportion to the least 
amount we cast into the sea, and into hulks which 
soon will only be fit to gather barnacles upon their 
keels. Inthe last war we took trees green from 


the forest, and in seven months constructed ves- || 


sels, and took the British fleet on Lake Erie. If 
we are to have war, say but the word, and the 


hardy fishermen, now so maligned in some quar- | 
ters, will go forth frome the bays of Massachu- | 
setts, and, as in other days, bring home prizes || 


aad victory with all the winds. 

Let the order go forth, and New England will 
respond with her commercial marine. Say but 
the word, and the genius of my own people will 
manifest itself in war steamers, ‘* whose thunders 
shall shake the Philip of the seas!’’ Say the 
word, and the men of the north end of Boston, in 
my own district, would again rig outthe Consti- 
tution, as in other days, and man her with those 
north-end sailors, whose boast it is that they can 
whip the sailors of the world in all the ports of 
the world, and once more 

* Nail to the mast her holy flag, 
Aud give ber to the God of storms, the lightning, and the 
gale.” 

If we must have war for our rights, it would 
not be without its compensations as well as its dis- 


asters. We have not everything to lose. The war || 


upon the fishermen would stop; the navigation 
laws would not be repeated for the benefit of Eng- 
land; the British free-trade tarcff of 1846 would not 
operate; the forges in Pennsylvania would again 
low; and every brawling stream in New Eng- 
ae would work its way to the sea through the 
cunning machinery of our artisans, the interests 
of agriculture would again revive; sectional strife 
would cease; King Cotton would become Republican 
Cotton; new lands would be acquired, and the 
Republic consolidated and strengthened. Yes, 
there is a question of land here. There is other 
land besides Cuba. There is a land, sir, worth 
of our attention—a land lying up under the nort 
star. It isa rich land, and bas a rich and pros- 
perous people: It will furnish to our councils 
eight Senators and forty Representatives. Sir, I 


people at home. I think we should issue from 
such a war with the whole continent under our 
sway. No man would have to indicate on what 
rvart of it he dwelt, to establish his nationality. 

y whatever distant river he should stand, what- 
ever mountain he should climb, or whatever des- 
ert he should traverse, or whatever climate he 
might endure, he would exult in the thought that 
he was a citizen of a mighty Union, dnd a mem- 
ber of the great unconquered and unconquerable 
western Republic. ° 

Mr. HILL. | desire to say to the gentleman 


wes, whether, in his zeal for getting his country 
into a war with Great Britain, there had been an 
such thing as a calculation of the probable 


a Sas 


land and every sea. She is now about to go to ‘| vantage which might accrue to his section? He 


the Neapolitan Government. They have been || 


Balaclava, of Delhi, of Lucknow, of Trafalgar, || 


heroic children of her loins beyond the western | 





|| has answered the inquiry to my satisfaction. 
Mr. BURLINGAME. I say frankly to the gen- 
| tleman from Georgia, that I believe there would 


|, to. my section, but to the whole coun 


try. But I should lamentand deplore a war; and 
|| I think there will be none while the present party 
| remains in power, judging from the signs on every 


ant of spirit of those in authority. 
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; for my | 
| heart is large enough to embrace the whole coun- | s 


she may be, in remembrance of Waterloo, of | hand, unless it shall result from the weakness and | this session of Congress, the Secretary 
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| the gentleman from Massachusetts. [Cries of 
| ** No, no!”? Object !?"} 


Mr. KUNKEL, of Pennsylvania. If the gen- 
tleman makes a war speech, we want all around 


Mr. SICK 
Mr. ‘KUNKEL, of Pennsylvania. I object; 
and my colleague will not yield. 
Mr. J.GLANCY JONES, At the opening of 
of th 
Treasury, in submitting his estimates and his ro 


Inst news from England (in the language of the || be compensation to my own section; and, notonly || to make war —-s 
- I want to make a peace 


| Mr. PURVIANCE. Does the gentleman from | ports, referred to the condition of the finances of 


| upon this side of the House, in reference to an 


immediate declaration of war, differs'in any ma- | 


terial respect from that of the other side of the 
House ? 
Mr. BURLINGAME. I cannot speak foran 
| side of the House on this question. I do not wis 
| to be complimentary to this side of the House, 
| but I think that, if the call be made upon the coun- 
| try, this side will respond with as much alacrity 


and unanimity as the other side. And | have | 


'| faith to believe that all of us, as against a foreign 
_ foe, would stand together, and give out one united 
| shout of defiance, from the lakes of the North to 


the Gulf, and from the Atlantic to the Pacific. 


| why he voted against the sloops-of-war. 
Mr. BURLINGAME. I have answered once, 
| I think; but I will tell the gentleman again why 


| I voted against the sloops of war, and why I 

_ would vote against the expenditure of money in 
|| any similar way. In case of war, both nations 
must begin to build anew, on account of the im- 
portant modern improvements in steam machinery 
and ordnance. Both nations would at once build 
after the latest models, and arm with the most 
modern armaments. England, with her old ships, 
could do nothing, in her late war with Russia, 
against Cronstadt alti Sebastopol. She com- 
menced building new vessels with which to meet 
the requirements of the time. The genius of Todt- 
leben taught us how to defend our cities, stand- 
ing in the foam of the sea, by earthworks. The 
nation which does not castits money away on war 
| vessels, which must soon become obsolete, but 


|| strengthens its commercial marine, is fittest for 
| war. If we should use the $13,000,000 we now 


yearly spend on our war vessels, to stimulate in- 
dividual enterprise, and in establishing postal 
routes, in five years we should have a navy be- 
'fore which the war vessels of England would 
| ** pale their ineffectual fires.”’ 
| [Here the Chairman’s hammer fell—the time 
allowed for general debate having expired.] 

Mr. LETCHER. I intended to have spoken 
an hour on the subject of Government expend- 
itures, in connection with the loan bill; but, as I 


|| do not wish now to Guay the time of the commit- 


'| tee, | shall avail myself of the privilege to write 
|| Out my remarks, if agreeable to the committec. 
General assent was given. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Pennsylvania. I have pre- 
| pared some remarks on this subject, but I do not 
| desire to fatigue the committee with delivering 
\| = if they will give me permission to publish 
|| them. 


Mr. SICKLES. | desire to ask leave to print 


| General assent was given. 


may beat with her sturdy valor the well-trained | Massachusetts intend to say that the sentiment || the country generally, and particularly to the re- 


cent revulsion, From a full Treasury with a sur- 
plus of twenty or thirty millions of dollars on the 
4th of March last, we have now a deficiency of 
$20,000,000. I do not propose to go into an argu- 

_ ment to show the causes which produced this very 
extraordinary result. There are a great many 
_ different theories on the subject. I simply wish 
| to confine myself to facts, and leave every gentle- 
man to make up his own mind, or to adopt his 
own theory, and carry it into practice if he can, 
I had intended, if this bill had come up at an 

| earlier day, to have occupied the full extent of my 
hour in debating fully and frankly in all its bear- 


|| ings a revenue system—a subject which some gen- 
Mr. COX. The gentleman has not yet told us | 


tlemen seem to think there is a disposition to avoid 
_ upon this side of the House. It is said that we 
_ have an empty Treasury; that we have borrowed 
$20,000,000, and are about to borrow $15,000,000 
more, and yet that the Committee of Ways and 
| Means is entirely silent as to the mode of replen- 
ishing the Treasury. I would be the last man to 
be guilty of an omission of this kind if it were in 
the power of the Committee of Ways and Means 
at this particular period to remedy this evil. But 
_ I know, every gentleman in this House knows, 
| and the country knows, that an adjustment of the 
| tariff at this particular juncture would not adda 
| dollar to the revenue,and we know the additional 
| fact that if a protective tariff were imposed at this 
| particular period upon the people, so far from ben- 
efiting either the revenue or any interest of the 
| country, it would entail evils upon us that gen- 
| tlemen upon the other side of the House would be 
_ the first to disavow and to hold us responsible for, 
If the tariff at this session were put at sixty per 
| cent., it would not yield one dollar of revenue. In 
_ consequence of the cessation of imports, no tariff 
could affect either the revenue or the manufactur- 
ing interests. The attemptand failure would only 
unsettle and confuse instead of giving stability, or 
inspiring well-founded hopes for the future. 

But it is sent forth to the country that we are 
—a afford relief, even on our own prin- 
ciple. e have often proclaimed to the whole 
country that we are not in favor of a tariff for 
protection alone, but that we are in favor of a tariff 
for revenue; and that under such a tariff, with 
| revenue for its object, we will at all timesdoevery- 
| thing that we can consistently with this principle 
| to incidentally benefit our domestic interests. 
| That is our position, and if any gentleman will 
| show me, now, how any adjustment of the tariff 
can be made upon that principle that will yield 
revenue and benefit the country, | am ready this 





|| moment to act on it. I have seen no such prac- 


'| some remarks on this subject, in case | have not | 


|| an opportunity to make them. 
c- these compensation suggestions not more for | 
ngland than as thought-breeders for some of our || 


General assent was given. 


Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. If the committee 


] will indulge me for a short time, I will endeavor 


| to confine myself to a few sober facts in relation 


haps, be inappropriate to say to the gentleman | 


from Massachusetts [Mr. Burtincame] that, as 


he has made a war speech, | shall expect him, | 


| ! | 
| to the finances of the country. It might not, per-_ 
out revenue for its object; but if I find, after a 


when called upon, to respond toall claims for ex- 
| penditures for such a purpose. I do not propose 
now, Mr. Chairman, to make a lengthy speech 


patient to get through public business, with a 


myself of the privilege of adding to it in print, if 
Cries of **Agreed.’’) 

Mr. SiCKLES. I beg to ask the gentleman 
| from Pennsylvania to give me a of 


his 
- | time, that I may make a few remarks in reply to | 


| on the question. I know that the House is im-— 
view to an eatly adjournment. I shall content. 
from Massachusetts, that he has, in the last few || myself now with a simple statement, availing 
sentences he has pronounced, answered the inter- || 
rogatory which I intended to put to him; which || I see proper. 


|| effect; and it is for this reason, an 


tical s stion anywhere. There must be a re- 
vival of trade; we must have importations before 
any tariff of any kind whatever can predoen any 

this alone, 


'| that | have proposed that we shall wait until there 


is a sufficient revival of trade, that we may see 
how to adjust the tariff with a view to secure rev- 
enue, give stability to the system,and encourage 
our own domestic industry, before we attempt to 
tinker with it. I have no hesitation in saying 
now that I shall not favor any tariff hereafter that 
is alone for protection in any of its features, with- 


revival of trade, that the present tariff will not 
fulfill our expectations, then, and not till then, I 
shall be ready to go into a movement that will give 
us, on that principle and on that basis, sufficient 
revenue to meet—not, as some of my friends have 
intimated, extravagant expenditures—but the le- 
gitimate expenses of a Government economically 
administered. 


I su itis hard for me to say 
that (ect te favor pr Pompeo § system being 
self-supporting 


generally . lam willing to go, by 


iture 
ern 
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judicious legislation, for a self-supporting system, 
both inland and foreign, and this can be effected 
without increasing the rates of postage, by re- 
forming the abuse of the franking privilege. The 
reason why I do not propose it now, is precisel 

the same reason as that for which I am not will- 
ing to act upon the tariff. I am not willing to run 
pell-mell into a — of legislation, at the heel 
of the session, changing laws in appropriation 
bills. But lam te the regular mode of 
legislation, to reform and revise the postal sysiem, 
foreign and inland, and to establish them upon a 
self-supporting basis. Having thus given my 


views, | will not nowenlarge upon them. I have || become the dut 


said this much because it was 


een thrown out from various quarters, coming, 
too, from my own State, that I had the power but 


| 





rhaps due to the || to brin 
a which I occupy, and because hints have || this additional loan. 


Money was plenty in the country, and, being 
_ only panic-stricken, it was supposed the paralysis 
would be temporary. That hope has n dis- 
appointed; not in the abundance of money, the 
crops, nor exports, but in the revival of trade. 
The statements I will lay before the House will 
show that not only has trade not revived, but that 
| it-has fallen off ; and that, while the revenue has 


| he wanted no more money outside of the receipts. 


| curred when the Treasury was full. 
of the Secretary of the Treasury 
these facts to our attention, and to ask for 

In his estimates presented 
| at the opening of the session, he did not include 
| or anticipate the appropriations of $10,000,000 of 


lacked the inclination to come to the relief of the | deficiencies, which became necessary to be sup- 
country, and was disposed to allow Congress to plied to the Utah expedition. 


adjourn without even | my sentiments || 


in regard to the amount of the loan now asked for. 

The revulsion of the current fiscal year, I have 
already remarked, was very sudden and unex- 
pected. No man could foresee it in all its bear- 


ings. Under our laws the Secretary of the Treas- || 


ury is required to report to Congress, each ses- 
sion, the acts of the past, and to estimate for the 
expenditures of the coming fiscal year. He is 
required to render an annual report to Congress, 
of the expenditures and disbursements of the 
Government, and to submit to Congress, at each 
session, printed estimates in detail, of all expend- 
itures that will be required to carry on the Gov- 
ernment for the next fiscal year. Our Govern- 
ment, from its very foundation, has looked for 
revenue to a system of indirect taxation, by the 
adjustment of a scale of duties on imports, known 
as the tariff. Equity requires that we should, in 
adjusting it, throw the burdens on property, and 
exempt, as much as possible, the evil of capitation 
taxaticn. Direct taxation would impose nearly 
the whole burden upon the personal, real, and 
mixed estate of the Confederacy, relieving pro- 
duction and persons comparatively free, upon the 
coveelip-posamnens principle in free govern- 
ment, that property shall bear the burdens of 
government asa consideration for the guarantees 
of inviolability and protection. We should, then, 
if we adopt the indirect-taxation system, adjust 
it so as to throw its burden on property. The 
tariff should discriminate with revenue for its ob- 
ject; it should bear lightly on articles of necessity 
—of general consumption—and heavily on luxu- 
ries and articles consumed by capitalists, or re- 
quiring capital for their production. The revenue 
of the country, under any tariff, necessarily de- 
pends mainly upon the crops and production gen- 
erally, (1 mean, of course, a safe, steady revenue, ) 
and our capacity for exporting these staples. 
Steady exportation will increase importation, and 
safely, too, in that ratio, and consequently en- 
large the revenue by the receipt of imposts. Dis- 
aster, however, is sure to follow the loss of their 
equilibrum, as bitter experience is now teaching 
us. Of late years, our imports have vastly ex- 


ceeded the safe standard, both in quantity and | 


quality, and, thus engendering overtrading and a 
bloated credit system, have brought us to a dead 
halt. This apparently overflow of means has led 
the Government into a scale of expenditures 
which never would have been brought about if it 
had not been for the great ap parent prosperity of 
the country. 

In this condition of things, the Secretary of the 
Treasury has been compelled to submit his esti- 
mates to Congress, based upon the condition of 
trade for the last twelve months—he must calcu- 
late for the future. Amid the existing fluctuations 
of trade, the derangement of currency, and a hun- 
dred other perplexities arising out of the panic 
we have just passed through, it was impossible 
for human foresight to prepare for all contingen- 
cies. He asked at the opening of the session for 
$20,000,000. He asked for that amount in Treas- 
ury notes, and not as a permanent loan, because 
he hoped that trade would revive and sufficient 
revenue flow into the Treasury to supersede the 
necessity of relying a anything but the cur- 
rent receipts to provide for the current expendi- 
tures of the Government—a eeeees credit re- 
lieving a temporary revulsion. hoped that, 
in another quarter, trade would revive to such an 
extent as to enable him to say to the country that 





In submitting his letter asking for this loan, 
with the estimates, &c., all of which I will have 
read, you will perceive that he states that he has 
| called upon the several Departments of the Gov- 

ernment to ascertain the probable expenditures for 
| the portion of the next fiscal year commencing 
| with July and ending with December, and the 
result has been, that the amount required will be 
| $37,000,000. 
| This loan bill has been kept back by me in order 
| to see what provision would be necessary, in view 
| of the appropriation bills, and other bills requiring 
money which might pass Congress. The Secre- 
| tary of the Treasury estimates the receipts from 
| customs and other services for the two quarters of 
| the next fiscal year, at $25,000,000. This, added 
to a loan of $15,000,000, would give $40,000,000 
to meet $37,000,000 of expenditures; but that 
$37,000,000 is based upon the estimates of the 
| Department, exclusive of any appropriation made 
by Congress in the way of private bills, or in- 
creased appropriations beyond the estimates of 
the Department. It is for the purpose of ascer- 
taining what the difference may be that the loan 
bill has been held back by me; but inasmuch as 
the House is so far in advance of the Senate, I 
think it proper to submit the bill in the form in 
which it originated in the Committee of Ways 
| and Means. It authorizes $15,000,000 to be bor- 
rowed on the credit of the Government for fifteen 
| years. If it passes this House, it will then go to 
the Senate, and between this time and the action 
| of the Senate, the appropriation bills being passed, 
the accounting officers of the Treasury will be 
enabled to ascertain very nearly the amount which 
| will be required; whatever above fifteen million 
| dollars it reaches, will be sent to us as an amend- 
| ment, and when it comes here, it will be under- 
| stood that the increase is demanded to meet the 
| requisition of our recent legislation. I send to 
| the Clerk to be read, the letter of the Secretary 
on the subject. 
| The Clerk read as follows: 
Treasury Department, May 19, 1858. 





Sir: In view of the early adjournment, [ desire to call 
the attention of Congress to the present condition of the 
finances of the Government. 

In my annual report I estimated that there would be a 
balance in the Treasury, at the end of the present fiscal 
year, of $426,875 67, which would have required a deficien- 
cy in our resources of $5,000,000 to be provided for ; as that 
amount is necessary, atall times, to bg in the Treasury for its 
prompt and succes:ful operation. This estimate was based 
upon an expenditure limited to the appropriation then au- 
thorized by law. Since that time the demands upon the 
Treasury for the present fiscal year have been increased by 
legislation to an amount not far below $10,000,000. An- 
other important element of that estimate was the probable 
receipts from customs and other sources during the then 
three remaining quarters of the fiscal year. 

The actual receipts for that period, it is now believed, 
will fall $19,000,000 below that estimate : attributable to the 

that the trade and business of the country have not re- 
covered as rapidly from the effects of the late revulsion as 
was then anticipated. 

Owing to these causes, the ,000,000 loan of ‘Treasury 
notes authorized by the act of December 23, 1857, will be 
exhausted in supplying the deficiencies in the Treasury for 
the present fiscal year. 

e shall commence the next fiscal year dependent en- 
tirely upon the current receipts into the Treasury to meet 
all demands from it. 

In ave to a call upon the heads of the different Depart- 
ments, I have received official information that the sum of 
$37,000,000 will be probably called for during the first two 
quarters of the next fiscal year. This sum does not include 
such amounts as may be appropriated by Congress over and 
above the estimates submitted to them by the Departments, 
and I have no dataupon which to estimate for such expend- 
itures. Upon this point Congress is better able to form a 
correct opinion than [ am. 

To meet these expenditures, it is not prudent to rely 
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been diminishing for the last three quarters, the 
| expenditures have been increased by the Utah || the next fiscal year, as 
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upon receipts into the Treasury, estimated upon the too 
rapid revival of trade and business. I believe that we we 
1 
I 








safely calculate upon receipts, during that period, from a 
sources, of $25,000,000. Looking to this state <* things, 
recommend that authority to be given to this Department 
to supply any deficiencies that may arise in meeting the 
demands upon the Treasury by an additional loan not ex- 
ceeding $15,000,000. 

In view of the amount of Treasury notes already issued, 


| [recommend a loan for that amount, to be negotiated for 
t 


| 
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a period of not more than ten years, at a rate of 

exceeding six per centum. 
i have confined this ae to the two first quarters of 
‘ongress will reassemble before 


erest not 


| war, and the demand for payment of debts in- || the close of the second quarter, to provide for future con- 
It has thus \| — that cannot now be f 


oreseen. 

do not recommend any measure for increased taxation. 
It would be unwise at this time to attempt a modification 
of the tariff act of March 3, 1857, for the reasons given in 
my annual report to Congress. Sufficient time has not 
elapsed to test the effects of that act upon the revenue 
considering the condition of the country during the period 
of its operation. In addition to this consideration, neither 
the receipts nor the expenditures of the Government should 
be estimated for in the future, upon the basis of its present 
receipts and expenditures. The former have been, and still 
are, too seriously affected by the late revulsion, to justify 
a policy of legislation based upon a probable continuance 
of things for any considerable period of time. 

The latter have been so greatly increased by causes of a 
like temporary character as to lude, with equal pro- 
priety, the policy of considering them as a basis for estimn- 
ting future expenditures. ‘The most prominent of these tem- 
porary causes is the Utah expedition, which, it is hoped, will 
not reach beyond the end of the next fiseal year. During 
the period of an overflowing Treasury, a fo of expend- 
iture was inaugurated in the building of custom-houses, 
post offices, court-houses, and other public works, which, 
fortunately for the ry! has been checked by the ex- 
hausted condition of the Treasury. The time thus given 
for a more thorough and rigid inquiry into the necessity and 


| propriety of these expenditures, it is confidently believed, 


will lead to wise and salutary reforms. Retrenchments in 
other branches of the public service can, and I have no 
doubt will, be effected. Attention should be directed more 
to the reduction of expenditures than to an increase of tax- 
ation, to remedy the evils of an excess of expenditures over 
the means of the Government. A full Treasury is an un- 
pe element in the work of retrenchment and reform. 

f measures should be now adopted to provide the Treasury 
permanently with a sum equal to the present demards upon 
it, it might relieve the Government from some of its embar- 
rassments, but would greatly weaken the effort to restrain 
the Government to an economical expenditure of the public 
money. 

The revival of business, which cannot be much longer 
delayed, will, I am confident, insure from the present tariff 
a sufficient revenue for the support of the Government in 
ordinary times. 

Extraordinary expenses rendered necessary by causes 
equally ee always being of a temporary charac- 
ter, should be provided for a like temporary manner. 

This principle is too plain tO require argument or illus- 
tration; itis only necessary to call attention to it to com- 
mand the approval of every intelligent mind. 

I am, very respectfully, HOWELL COBB, 

Secretary of the Treasury. 
Hon. James L. Orr, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. 1 submit, also, 
an estimate and tabular statement, showing the 
amount of the public debt on the 2Ist of Maly, 
1858. It will be seen that the $15,000,000 loan 
is made payable at the end of fifteen years, so 
that the bonds may fall due beyond the day on 
which the present funded debt falls due: 


Statement showing the amount of the Public Debt on the 2ist 


of May, 1858. 

Loans. &c. Amaunt. When redeemahle. 
Loan of 1842......... $2,883,364 41.... December 31, 1862. 
Loan of 1846......... 7 00.... November 12, 1856. 
Loan of 1847....... +» 9,412,700 00....January 1, 1868. 
Loan of 1848,....... . 8,908,341 80....July 1, 1868. 
Texas indemnity... .. 3,461,000 00....January 1, 1865. 
Texas debt........00: 261,972 82...,On presentation. 
Old funded and un- 

funded debt...... o. 114,118 54....On presentation. 
Treasury notes....... 107,961 00....On presentation. 
$25,157,058 27 


This public debt, amounting to upwards of 
twenty-five millon dollars, all falls due between 
the present time and the year 1868. The present 
loan is purposed to be made for fifteen years, 
which will be five years beyond the period when 
our present public debt falls due. 

The following is a statement of the Treasury 
notes issued clan the act of 23d December, 1857: 


Treasury Notes under act 23d December, 1857. 


First issue, $6,000,000, redeemable from 26th December, 
1858, to 3lat December, 1859; second issue, $5,000,000, re 

deemable from 15th March, 1859, to 6th April, 1859; third 
issue, $5,000,000, redeemable from llth May, 1859, to 
—— ; fourth issue, $4,000,000, redeemable from 
June, 1859, to ——; making $20,000,000. 


I have thus given an exhibit of the public debt 
up to the 2ist of May, 1858 

I have also a statement of the receipts into the 
Treasury for the first three quarters of the fiscal! 
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t is as follows: 


Receipts into the Treasury for the first, second, and third | 
ruta fiscal year Paine Sth June, 1858. 


—— 








Second quar-| 


First quarter, | ter 1858. (Third quarter, || expenditure of seventy or eighty million dollars, 
ae uly; | October, No-| 1856, Januasy, sauna thirds of which is legitimately expended 
Geprember, ween sae —— pane | for the purpose simply of conducting the Govern- 
1857. | || ment. I believe it is in the power of the Dem- 
pp | ocratic party—and it will be responsible for it—to _ 








Customs. .. .. {18,573,729 37 |g6,237,723 69 | $7,127,900 69 | 





Sales of pub- | 

lic lands....| 2,059,449 39 498,781 53 480,936 88 | 
Incidental. . ‘| 296,641.05) 356,159 78 393,610 78 
‘Treas. notes, | 

act Dee. 23, | 

1857.. cose 11,087,600 00 
Loan, act of 

Jan. 28.1847, 150 00 - - 
Trust funds: 
Smithsonian 

Institution.., 3,463 85 26,724 64 
Chickasaw 

fund.......| 33,058 44 - 34,549 44 


| 
natipaeclesocnconies Laliiietiatysttel iat thecal | 


$20,966 492 10 |g7,092,665 00 \g19,151,402 43 








Thus it appears that the receipts for the first | 
quarter of the fiscal year were $20,928,819 81, | 
while in the second quarter of the same year they 
were only §7,092, falling off from twenty 
millions to seven millions in one quarter of the 
same fiscal year. 

I have also prepared a statement showing the 
amount of imports and exports for the first three 
quarters of the same fiscal year. It is as follows: 
Imports and exports for the ft second, and third quarters, 








IMPORTS. 


Second quar- 

roan ter, 1858. (Third quarter, 
A ast a | October, No- | 1858. January 

agun, | vember, and | February, a 


— December, | March, 1858. 
P 1857. 

















Dutiable..... $89,042,557 | $38,547,273 $35,689,851 | 
ee 17,448,321 16,122,777 11,472,323 | 
Specie....... 2,429,269 | 12,569,148 2,526,545 
$18,919,947 | 967,239,198 $49,688,719 | 
EXPORTS. 
Foreign : 
Dutiable..... $3,666,743 $6,767,438 $2,475,139 | 
Free mer- 
chandise... 1,401,542 2,338,005 932,094 | 
Specie....... 2,059,913 4,569 252 2,467 ,698 
Domestic: 
Merchandise. 39,366,748 59,593,789 71,074,026 | 
Specie....... 14,319,112 11,152,029 11,451,361 | 
$60,814,058 | $84,420,513 | $88,994,318 














I have also prepared another table showing the | 
estimated receipts and expenditures from the Ist | 
of July, 1858, to the 31st of December, 1858, and | 
also one for the four quarters of the fiscal year | 
ending the 31st of June, 1858. It is understood | 
that the loan asked for now, together with the 
estimated receipts, is to cover the expenses of the 
first two quarters of the next fiscal year, com- | 
mencing July 1. In consequence of the unsettled | 
state of trade, we have no reliable basis upon 
which to make the estimate; but we can approx- 
imate to the sum. By the Ist of January next 
we will have light enough to know just how we 
stand; and then will be the time to raise our tariff, | 
and everything connected with it, according to 
the exigencies of the times and the indications of 


| 


the future. 

The appropriations made at the present session 
:000,000. 
Of this, however, vere ,000 will be required 
for the fiscal year 1859, the residue being incident 
to the fiscal year 1858. ; 

ai nine millions a ee for ae 
o » is no of the ordinary expenses 0: 
the Govertnek. We can come back . time to 
the ordinary standard without any great difficulty, 
by retrenchment and reform. That retrenchment 
and reform only begun at this session of 
cannot beeffective. It must be determined on 
at the next session of Congress by legislation. 
There is no man in the country so wanting in in- 
telligence az not to know that under the system 
of enormous land grants for railroad purposes, 


of Congress will amount to probably 


|| tain our pro 


i} 


|| Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. 











| money in building custom 





Treasury, we can never reduce the expenditures 
of the Government. We have now gone on from 
something like fifty million dollars a year, to an 


| bring us back to a proper condition of economical 

expenditure; but to enable us to do this we must 
first pay off the legacy entailed upon us of old 
| debts incurred by this system of unwise legisla- 
| tion, and begin our reform by discontinuing the 
practice. Qur foreign relations now require an 
_expansion in only one direction—the increase of 
our Navy. That isa legitimate exercise of the 


ear ending the 30th June, 1858, from all sources, '| and under the system of appentnting the public | ready to give the President money and men to do 
-house monuments all | both, but I know such a 
over the country, inaugurated under a plethoric | carried in 





June 12, 











sition could not be 


this House, and hence I refrain from 


1 making war speeches, only to end in words, and 


| 
| 
| 


| 





find fault with such of my friends on the other 
side of the House who inde in this harmless 
amusement for Buncombe. could not let the 


} enpestenty. pass without this remark, that it is 
rathe 


| 
| 


r inconsistent in a gentleman to rise here in 
this body—and the country will fully appreciate 
it—and assail the Executive of the United States, 
/no matter to what party he may belong, for not 
| prosecuting a war, when that gentleman, by virtue 

of his being a member of gress, is expected 
to know that, under the jealous reserve of the 
Constitution of the United States, the Executive 


has not the power to lift one finger in hostility 


powers of Government, and necessary to main- | 


r position in the family of nations. 
| When the Government has ceased to build cus- 
tom-houses and to multiply them all over the land, 


| and ceased also to convertevery depotin the coun- | 


| try into ports of delivery; when the Capitol ex- | 
| tension is completed, which may be ina year, and | 


| the other Public Buildings, Patent Office, Post 
| Office extension, Treasury, the aqueduct, and 
| when all these incidental expenses are got rid of, 
,it will be within the power of the Democratic 


| party, under the counsels of our present Presi- | 


| 


|ment to $55 


,000 a year. 
| realized in 1860. 


at is not to exhibit a parsimonious economy in 
| repudiating our past debts, no matter how reck- 


| lessly contracted, nor in changing laws in appro- 
eliberately and | 


| priation bills; it must be done 
| systematically. Itis not to be done by beginning 
/at the heel of the session to exhibit a spirit of 
| wonderful reform in scaling the public debt; but we 
| must begin at the beginning. 
| party, which certainly holds power in this House 


|| one session more, (and if it will not go for reform, || 
| it does not deserve to be in power any longer, | 


/and holds the Executive and Senate for several 
| years to come,) commence at the beginning of 
| the session, and we will cure this evil. I[t will 
| not do to exhibit a wonderful display of economy 
|Just one or two days before the adjournment of 


the session in fillibustering on appropriation bills. 


| I have to say, with all due deference to my friends | 


on both sides of the House, that the country an- 
'derstands exactly what that is worth. Much 
| capital is not made by it by any parties. 
r. LOVEJOY. Willi the gentleman from 
| Pennsylvania let me say a word here? 
I cannot yield 
| now, as my time is short. 
| Mr. LOVEJOY. 
does not charge us with fillibustering. 

Mr. J.GLANCY JONES. I have seen a good 


bill. 





in the last half hour, a most tremendous demon- 
stration of what I call fillibwstering—a war speech 
on the loan bill, while 1 know that the gentleman 
who made it will not go for paying expenses. 
There is not a constituency of five men on that 
side of the House who would support a war 
measure before the country, or vote money to 
pay for it, if | were to bring in a bill to-merrow 
bins for the money, and men to use it. -I do 
not blame them forit. Experience has taught us 
that the best way to get along is to insist our 
rights at all hazards, and to ask for nothing but 
what is right. A war speech in time of is 
very safe, and naturally, like froth, w itself 
off. I will hold myself ready to vote for war, and 
to vote for supplies to maintain it, whenever I 
think the honor of the country is assailed or 
touched. 
Mr. KUNKEL, of Peonericenie- So will we. 
Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. not 
now be found voting to give the President of the 
United States authority to redress instantly the 
first insuit offered to our flag onevery sea. Iam 


deal of it on both sides of the House, and nota. 
litde this morning in the war speech of my friend | 
|| from Massachusetts, [Mr. Bur.incame.] 
|| Mr. LOVEJOY. You have notseen itonthis | 
| side of the House on any single appropriation | 


Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. I have heard, with- | 


| dent, to bring down the expenses of the Govern- | 

“000 I hope to see this | 
I am in favor of this reduction. | 
|| [tis utterly impossible for any party to bring about | 
this reform atonce. The great point to beaimed | 


sdhedenmntia | Estimated expenditures from J 


' without the action of Congress; and still worse 
is it when that gentleman would not vote to give 
him that power to-day. the gentleman means 
_what he says, why does he not vote to give the 
Executive power? The idea of finding fault with 
the Executive for not waging war, resenting in- 
sults, &c., when he has neither power or money 
given him by Congress to do either, is a species 
of demonstration which I should be sorry to see 
often exhibited here by friend or foe, and must 
_ certainly (I a it with all due personal regard 
| for my friend) bring Congress into ultimate con- 
tempt at home and abroad, wherever it is under- 
stood. 

I now send to the Clerk’s desk the referred to 
tabular statement of the estimated receipts and ex- 
penditures for the next two quarters—that is, from 
now until the Ist of January next; and also for 
the four quarters of the current fiscal year—actual 
and estimated: 


Receipts. 

| Estimated from customs, public lands, and miscellaneous 
from July 1, 1858, to December 31, 1858. .$25,000,000 00 

, Prom proceeds of loan.......ssseeeeeeeees 15,000,000 00 


3 
8 
s 
2 


itures. 

uly 1, 1858, to 

weeveeb sdbebecPeeteess 37,032,377 98 
| Probable excess of receipts over expendi- 

tures January 1, IOSD .. cnccaccecvecees + 2,967,622 02 
| Probable deficit on July 1, 1858............ 932,220 87 
| Probable balance on hand January 1, 1859., $2,035,401 15 
| Actual expenditures for the first quarter, 

| . Witecenhe te hen esecce 90538000 00 abitea sani $23,714,528 37 


| Estimated expenditures for three remaining 


December 31, 1858 





| quarters...c...eee eevudb debevogeveediuet 51,248,530 04 


Then I hope the gentleman | 





} 


i: 


ist q 
2d 
|| 3d quarter.—Customs..... +. $7,127,900 69 
480,936 838 


74,963,058 41 

To which add— 
Amount of appropriations contained in the 
deficiency bill to be expended during the 
year PCR SPH eee ee eee eee eee eee eeeeere 


9,704,209 BF 
Total expenditures.........ceseeceee » $84,667,268 30 
Ste 








| Balance on hand July 1, 1857... ......00.. $17,710,114 27 


Receipts—1858. 
juarter.—Customs....... $18,573,729 37 
Public lands.... 2,059,449 39 
Miscellaneous.. 296,641 05 
———--—_ —— $20,929,819 81 

—~Customs....... $6,237,723 69 
Public lands.... 498,781 53 
Miscellaneous.. 356,159 78 





7,092,665 00 


Public lands.... y 
Miscellaneous... 393,610 78 





- 8,002,448 35 

| 4th quarter.—Estimated from customs, pub- 
lic lands, and miscellaneous.............+. 16,000,000 00 
Treasury notes under act December 23, 1857, 20,000,000 00 





Probable deficit on July 1, 1858... eee eeeeee 





ngeeennies this session, either in ri- 
ation bills or by the passage of private bills re- 
quiring money, there will be a little over two mil- 
low dallas in the Toensury.n the let of January 
next. a ht us, however, espe- 
cially our present Mint system, that we 
atail times to have a balance of $5,000,000 
in the Treasury in order to work the ma- 
chinery of the try Oe oe We shail, 
therefore, be short of a good working 
balance; but it will be safe for months to rest it. 
that the House pass this bill in its pres- 

shape, providing for a not exceeding six per 


a 














1858. 


cent. loan of $15,000,000 for fifteen years, and | 
send it to the Senate. By the time the Senate | 
takes action upon itit will be able to figure up the | 
exactamount of the apeeprananees have ben 
made; and if it shall needed, the Senate can 

increase it, and I shall ask the House to concurin 
such increase as they may propose on this basis. 
I have submitted these remarks hastily, and may 
modify them somewhat hereafter, in order to en- 
force and explain more fully the positions taken. 


Mr. ANDREWS. I offer the following amend- 


ment: 


Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That the sum of 
$1,170,000 of the amount so authorized to be loaned as 
aforesaid is hereby appropriated, and shall be devoted to 
the following uses and purposes : | 

For improving Cape Fear river, in the State of North Car- || 
olina, $30,000. ‘ 

For improving Appalachicola river, Louisiana, $15,000. || 

For improving the raft region, Red river, 000. 

For improving Mobile harbor, Alabama, 000. 

For improving Milneburg harbor, Louisiana, $15,000. 

For removing obstructions at Bayou La Fouche, $15,000. || 

For improvement on Reedy Island, Delaware, ; | 

For improvement on White river, Missouri, and Arkan- 
gas, $20,000. 

— improvement - New most, New oe —. 

or rving and repairi licago harbor, Lilinois, 
$50, “a ng pairing ag ’ : 


gna preserving and repairing Racine harbor, Ulinois, | 
For preserving and repairing Milwaukee harbor, Lilinois, 
For preserving and repairing St. Joseph’s harbor, Michi- | 
gan, $25,000. 
For preserving and repairing Clinton River harbor, Mich- | 
igan, $15,000. 
3 preserving and repairing Monroe harbor, Michigan, | 


aed preserving and repairing Sandusky harbor, Ohio, | 
15, . 
oof preserving and repairing Coneat harbor, Ohio, $15,- 








| 








ok preserving and repairing Huron harbor, Ohio, $15,- | 
For preserving and repairing Black River harbor, Ohio, 
15 


’ . 


iy ™ preserving and repairing Cleveland harbor, Ohio, 





oof’ preserving and repairing Fairport harbor, Ohio, $15,- 


For preserving and repairing Erie harbor, Pennsylvania, | 


et preserving and repairing Buffalo harbor, New York, | 
‘ . 
For repairs on the harbor of Genesee, New York, $41,- | 





For repairs on the harbor of Sodus, New York, $20,000. | 
For repairs on the harbor of Oswego, New York, $35,000. || 
ant repairs on the harbor of Burlington, Vermont, $14,- || 
| 


For repairs on the harbor of Oak Orchard, New York, | 
$9.736 43. 





it 
| 


For repairs on the harbor of Whitehall, New York, || 
$10.000. 
For improving Hudson river, New York, $75,000. } 
For improving Galena river, Iilinois, $25,000. H 
For improving Wauhauken river, Iflinois, $25,000. || 
For improving Illinois river, $35,000. 
For improving St. Clair flats, $100,000. 
For improving Plymouth harbor, Massachusetts, $20,000. | 
For improving Cape Cod, Massachusetts, $10,000. \| 
For improving Great Wood Hole, Massachusetts, $2,166. || 
For improving New Bedford, Massachusetts, $10,000. | 
For improving Boston harbor, Massachusetts, $50, | 
For improving the navigation of the Ohio, Mississippi, | 
and Missouri rivers, by removing snags and sawyers from || 
the same, $150,000. 


| 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I rise to a ques- || 
ior. of order. This is not an appropriation bill; | 
and I submit that that amendment is not in order. | 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair rules the | 
amendment out of order. 

Mr. ANDREWS. May I inquire upon what | 
grounds? | 

The CHAIRMAN. This is a bill to raise | 
money, not to appropriate it. The amendment | 
is, therefore, not germane to the bill, and is out | 
of order. 

Mr. ANDREWS. If the amendment should 
be adopted, that difficulty would be obviated. But 
the bill sets forth that the money shall be appro- 
printed and paid out for the expenses of the pub- | 
ic service; and there are no greater necessities of 
the public service than these. 

The CHAIRMAN. The tion is not de- 
— The Chair rules the amendment out of 

er. 

Mr. SICKLES. I move to strike out “‘ fifteen 
millions,’’ in the first line of the bill, and to in- 
sert ** twenty millions.”’ 

Mr. Chairman, I listened, I must say, with 
some surprise to the tremarkable speech 
of the gentleman from weepeokial len Bur- 

i 





LINGAME] in reference to the pend ions be- 
tween this country and England. | am aware 


THE CONGRESSIONAL 





i| friend from 


| this House recommend proceedings against Par- 


that I am restricted to five minutes in any reply 
that I may attempt. 

Mr. KUNKEL, of Pennsylvania. I rise ta, | 
‘question of order. I will remark that-I would 
gladly hear the gentleman from New York, for! 
concur with him in the view he takes of this ques- 
tion; but it is not in order te answer the speech 
of the gentleman from Massachusetts on an 
amendment to this bill. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from New 
York must confine himself to his amendment. 

Mr. SICKLES. I propose to confine my re- | 
marks, during the five minutes to which I am re- | 
stricted, to the amendment I have offered. I pre- | 
sume it is competent for me to show the condition | 
in which the Treasury will be found in case the | 
advice of the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. 
Burimeame| be followed, or incase some of the 
fearful contingencies which are foreseen by my 
assachusetts should happen. That | 
gentleman made a speech, which, if its views be | 
adopted, renders necessary not only a loan of | 
$15,000,000 but of $100,000,000. His speech | 
seemed to be about equally divided between the 





shafts which he hurled at the Administration and || 


the laurels whi placed at the feet of Great | 
Britain for her coffuct with reference to her diffi- 
culties with Naples, China, France, and other 
Powers; and I propose very briefly to state, with- 
out going into an argument, wherein he has done 
injustice to the manner in which this grave ques- 
tion has been dealt with by the Administration. | 

Mr. KUNKEL, of Pennsylvania. If this thing | 


|| is to be opened up, and gone into by the gentle- | 


man from New York, the debate may last for an | 
hour. I make the point that the gentleman’s re- | 
marks are not in order. 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair overrules the | 
point of order. 
Mr. KUNKEL, of Pennsylvania. I take an | 
appeal from the decision of the Chair. 
he committee was divided; and there were— | 
ayes eighty, noes not counted. 
So the decision of the Chair was sustained. 


Mr. SICKLES. The gentleman from Masse- || 


chusetts complains that, while the President and 


aguay for the insults which she has -~ upon our | 
citizens, nothing has been done in reference to the | 
insults which we have received from England. | 
Sir, | would beg to remind the gentleman that, | 
while he voted for the expedition against Par- | 
aguay, he has not voted for one of the appropri- | 
ations that would enable the President to make a 
successful stand against the right of search and 
visitation as asserted by Great Britain. 

I desire further. to state, Mr. Chairman, that 
the Administration has done its whole duty in 
this question. It has not gone to war, for it had 
not the authority under the Constitution to go to | 
war, and Congress has not delegated any portion | 
of its authority, or any specific authority, to the | 
President in reference to this question. But, sir, 
the President has promptly called upon Great 
Britain to disavow the acts of her squadron in the 
Gulf. We are now only waiting for the response 
to that demand. ‘The Secretary of the Navy has 
senta fleet into the Gulf strong enough to drive the 
British squadron from those waters in case Great 
Britain persists in asserting and practicing the 
right of visitation and search. I have obtained, 
from an official source, a statement of the force 
now under orders in the Gulf to protect our mer- 
chant vessels from this species of encroachment. 
It is as follows: 
al » peeing 46 guns—2 10-inch pivot guns, 249-inch, and 14 

-mch. 
5 en 40 guns—2 10-inch pivot guns, 249-inch, and 14 

‘inch. 

Macedonian, 22 guns—-2 10-inch pivot guns, 16 8-inch, 
and 4 32-pounders. 

Constellation, 22 guns—2 10-inch pivot guns, 16 8-inch, 
and 4 32-pounders. 

Saratoga, ao 8-inch, and 14 32- ders. 
Jamestown guns—6 8-inch, and 16 32-pounders. 
Piymouth, 9 guns—1 11-ineh, 49-inch, 4 8-ineh, and 2 
24-pounders, and 4 12-pound howitzers. 

iphin, 6 guns—6 32-pounders and 1 heavy howitzer. 

Water Witch, 3 guns—1 24-pounder, 2 12-pounders, and 
3 howitzers. 

Despatch, 2 guns—2 32-pounders. 

Arctic, 2 guns—2 22- pounders. 

Falton, 5 guns—4°32-pounders and 1 8-inch pivot gun. 

; Savannah, 40 10-inch pivot guns, 24 9-inch, and 
4 8-ineh. 


Inall, two hundred and thirty-three guns. And, | 
sir, the venerable Secretary of State, also im- | 
pugned by the gentleman from Massachusetts as 


GLOBE. 














| 
| 


oom 


ee 


uestion, has 





lukewarm and laggard vu 


pon this 
shown himself consistent with the bold and states- 
maniike attitude that he has always occupied in 
reference to it, by sending at once to every port 
on our Adantic coast for official information in 
regard to each and every one of these offenses on 
the part of English cruisers; and, as the corre- 


spondence our tables shows, he has promptly 
dispatched these official accounts to our envoy at 
London, with instructions to demand immediate 
reparation for the past, and the most certain guar- 
antees against any repetition of these offenses in 
future. 

The gentleman from Massachusetts says that 
the Administration proposes to negotiate—to talk, 
and not to act. Nota word about negotiation has 
been uttered or written by the President or the 
Secretary of State, either to the British Minister 
at Washington or to Mr. Dallas at London. So 
far as our diplomatic action is concerned, it looks 
only to ascertain whether the conduct of the Brit- 
ish officers is approved or disapproved by their 
Government. hen this is known the question 
will be ready for the action of Congress, in case 
Great Britain persists in enioreing her assumed 
right of visitation or search. In the mean time, 
protection to our vessels is the objectof the Sec- 
retary of the Navy,.and this is the order which 
has been given to our squadron in the Gulf. And 
I venture to say that the position of this Govern- 
ment has been so long and so definitively taken, 
and will be so steadfastly adhered to by the Pres- 
ident, upon this question, that the Government 
and people of Great Britain will at once see that 
they have but one alternative—the immediate 
abandonment of this practice and an ample 


this 
|| ration for recent injuries—or else a war with this 


country for freedom and equality on the seas. 
Several days ago the Committee on Foreign Re- 
lations instructed me to make a report, embody- 
ing their views upon this subject, and | have 
repeatedly, but in vain, sought to get the floor io 
report the bill which that committee has matured, 
and which, in my judgment, properly places the 
whole matter in the hands of the President, with 
ample means and power to act as circumstances 
may require. 

Mr. BLAIR, I ask the gentleman from New 
York, who has spoken in such laudatory terms of 
the Secretary of State, whether it was not upon 
the invitation of that Secretary that the opera- 
tions against the slave trade were transferred from 
the other continent to this? 

Mr. SICKLES. It was not. 

Mr. BLAIR. Then, sir, | have been very much 


|| mistaken in my reading of the correspondence 
|| between the Secretary and Lord Napier. 


Mr. SICKLES. | suppose the gentleman from 
Missouri refers to the recent correspondence be- 
tween Lord Napier and General Cass, and to the 
note of the latter, in which he suggests to Lord 
Napier that more can be done to restrain the siave 
trade, by proper measures, at the ports in the 
Gulf, to prevent the landing of slave cargoes, than 
by anything that can be done upon the coast of 
Kftica. General Cass, in that letter, recognizes 
no right of search, no right of visitation, no mght 
of seizure, so far as American vessels ».re con- 
cerned, to be exercised by Great Britain, in the 
Gulf of Mexico or cuparken else. 

Mr. BLAIR. !t is stated in the public prints 
that the British commanders are acting upon the 
coast of this continent under precisely the same 
instructions that they have acted under upon the 
coastof Africa. And I consider that acting under 
instructions to which no objection whatever was 
before taken by our Government, upon the invita- 
tion of our Government to transfer their opera- 
tions to this continent they have come here and 
done all they have done on the invitation of our 
own Government. ThatI consider to be the case 
made out. 

Mr. SICKLES. The gentleman’s argument 
implies that we have Ss right of Great 
Britain to visit, search, and detain our vessels upon 
the coast of Africa. It is not so. 

Mr. BLAIR. No, sir; the gentleman cannot 
consume my time in misre ting my views. 
I have not ized the right of Great Britain 
to search or tadetain our vessels in any remarks 
1 have made. 

Mr. SICKLES. I said that the gentleman’s 
argument implies that this Government has rec- 
ognized the right of Great Britain to search our 
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vessels. This right we have never conceded to | 


any Power upon any 6ea. J 

Mr. CRAIGE, of North Carolina. I rise toa 
question of order. The amendment is to strike 
out * fifteen’? and insert “‘twenty;”’ and the gen- 
tleman must confine his remarks to that amend- 
ment. 

Mr. BLAIR. I hope that what is made sauce 
for the goose will be made sauce for the gander. 

Mr. CRAIGE, of North Carolina. Exactly; 
I want to make sauce for both goose and gander. 
{ Laughter. } 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair gives notice 
that in future he will sustain such points of order. 
{ Laughter. 

Mr. CRAIGE, of North Carolina. That is 
neither sauce fur the goose nor for the gander. 

Mr. BLAIR. I wish simply, now, before 
taking my seat, to reply to the statement of thé 
gentleman from New Vork, who says that my re- 
marks implied thatthe Government of the United 
States had admitted the claim of Great Britain to 
the right to search and detain our vessels. On the 
contrary, my remark was that they had invited 
the same practice upon this coast that had been 
practiced upon the African coast. 

Here the hammer fell. } 
r. SICKLES, by unanimous consent, with- 
drew his amendment. 

Mr. EDIE. With a view of terminating this 
debate, I move to strike out the enacting clause 
of the bill. 

Mr. HOWARD. I ask the gentleman to allow 
me first to offer an amendment. 
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I hope the amendment will be adopted, and al- 
|low the discussion of the question as to what 
| cause has produced the necessity to go over toa 
more appropriate time. It will be a matter of 
economy to take this bull by the horns, instead of 
dragying along by its tail any longer. Let us pro- 
vide for redeeming these Treasury notes. Away 


| with these rags, and let us go into the market 


upon a basis on which you can get money upon 
terms honorable to us. 

Mr. CLEMENS. I have esteemed itmy duty, 
since the commencement of this Congress, as a 
member of the Democratic party, to vote against 
many appropriation bills ee to this House; 
and now,asa member of the same party, I am will- 


| ing to vote for a loan, if necessary, of $50,000,000, 
| to meet the accruing liabilities of the Government. 


I saw, some time ago, a course of legislation in- 


aera here, by the — of private bills 
an 


gratuities for many obnoxious purposes, use- 


less printing among the rest, in the face of a bank- 


the condition in which we now find ourselves. I 
am willing to accord to the gentleman from Mich- 
| igan, as far as I am concerned, full praise for the 
patriotism and magnanimity@™ijich he has shown 
in meeting the severe ordeal through which we 
/are compelled to pass. If we have to pay the 
| money estimated before the end of the fiscal year, 
I am willing to give the authority of this House 
now to borrow it. We may as well do it now as 
at the next session of Congress. If there is no 
other reason than that stated by the gentleman 
| from Michigan in his amendment, it is sufficient, 





Mr. EDIE. I will withdraw my motion for the 
purpose of admitting the gentleman’s amendment. 
Mr. HOWARD. | offer the following amend- 


ment: 
Section one, line six, strike out “ fifteen,’” and insert 
** fifty,” and in line eight, after the word “ require,’ in- 


vert the following : 

iveay millions of which shall be used only in the pay- 
ment of Treasury notes, issued under authority of the act 
of December 23, 1857. 

The effect will be simply this: it will give au- 
thority to loan $50,000,000 instead of $15,000,000, 
and will apply $20,000,000 of the loan so made 
only to the payment of Treasury notes already 
issued, whenever they are matured. 

I offer the amendment in good faith; and in the 
remarks I shall make I shall confine myseif to ii. 
I believe that every dollar of the $30,000,000 which 
will remain after paying the Treasury notes will 
be required for the ordinary expenses of the Gov- 
ernment, between this time and the Ist of Jan- 
uary next: at all events, it will be needed as early 
as February. It is not statesmanlike to trifle 
with the present state of the finances. I have not 
one word to say as to whose fault has produced 
this state of things. I propose to meet the dif- 
ficulty as we find it; and I assert that that amount 
of money has 
and the Ist of February, or the honor of our Gov- | 
ernment will be tarnished. It is vain for us to sit 
here diseussing the question whether the present 
condition of our Government will require the 
amount of just $19,000,000, or just $25,000,000, 
or $29,000,000, when we know that it will require 
$30,000,000 between this and January. 

Besides that, if we now meet this question like 
men, and provide for redeeming the Treasury 
notes which have been issued when they become 
due, the credit of the Government will be sustained, 
and we can borrow upon better terms than we 
could if we only sit here and talk about this mat- 
ter in this siip-shod manner, without taking pos- 
itive action. This is a more favorable time for 
borrowing money than we have seen for twenty 
years, or shall see for twenty years to come. The 
Government will not be — to borrow all this 
amount uniess they want it. Ifthey do borrow the 
whole, they cannot expend one dollar except in 
conformity to appropriations made by us. We 
give no dangerous power in any way. 

Besides that, lam unwilling that this bill should 
f° to the Senate to be amended oy them. They 

ave no right to originate a loan bill. They did 
assume the poner to get up a $15,000,000 loan 
bill, but the Committee of Ways and Means of 
this House, instead of taking up that bill, intro- 
duced one of their own. And yet it is now pro- 
posed by the chairman of that committee to send 
this bill over there, knowing that the amount is 
not sufficient, leaving them to increase it, and in 
effect to originate such a bill. 





2 ean 
———— — 


ot to be borrowed between this || 


| upon my part, to say that the money on Treasury 
| notes was contracted for at four and five per cent. 
It is evidently bad policy, therefore, to contract 
| a loan at six per cent. now to pay off the Treas- 
| ury notes outstanding, the money on which was 
obtained at between four and five per cent. 

I am willing to leave this money, borrowed by 
| the pending bill, in the hands of the Government, 
and let it use its discretion in the redemption of 
these Treasury notes. Why is it necessary to 
| hamper the hands of the Government, and say 
that these outstanding debts, contracted by Treas- 
| ury notes at reduced rates of interest, must be met 
| out of this loan at increased rateso‘interest? Who 


may be driven within the next few months? We 


| (Laughter, and shouts of ** No; no!’’] 


rupt Treasury, by which we would be driven to || Jouw Cocnraye and Burrinron were appointed. 


can tell the exigencies to which this Government | 


| are leaving here without knowing the complica- | 
tions of our foreign relations. A dark and heavy | 
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$15,000,000, and had come to no conclusion 
thereon. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I now ask 
the unanimous consent of the House to suspend 
the rule which allows five minutes debate on the 
loan bill. ‘ 

Mr. MILLSON. I have seen that done once, 
and I never want to see it done again. I object. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. Then I move 
to suspend the rules so as to enable me to offer a 
resolution suspending the rule allowing five min- 
utes debate on House bill No. 582. 

Mr. MAYNARD. Inasmuch as there are sey- 
eral gentlemen around me (I am not on the list) 
who desire to say something on this bill, I ask 
the gentleman from Illinois to modi 
so as to terminate the five-minute 
hour, or half an hour. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, declined to 
accept the modification. 

Tellers were called for, and ordered; and Messrs. 








his motion 
ebate in an 


The House divided; and the tellers reported— 
ayes 100, noes 38. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I demand the yeas and 
nays, and protest against this system of legisla- 
tion. I call for tellers on the yeas and nays. 

Tellers were not ordered; a 
were not ordered. 

So (two thirds voting in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I now move 
a resolution suspending the five-minute debate on 
House bill 


the yeas and nays 


No. 582, in the Committee of the 


| Whole on the state of the Union. 


The resolution was adopted. 

Mr. J.GLANCY JONES. I move that the 
rules be suspended, and the House resolve itself 
into the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The rules were accordingly suspended; and the 
House resolved itself into the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Bar«s- 


| DALE in the chair,) and resumed the considera- 


tion of the 
LOAN BILL. 
The question was then taken on Mr. Howarp’s 
amendment; and it was agreed to. 
Mr. LETCHER. I move to strike out the 
enacting clause of the bill. It is not worth while 





| cloud hangs even now on the edge of the horizon. || 
Gentle- | 





men may cry “‘ no, no,”’ and talk of it lightly. 
* He jests at wounds who never felt a scar.”’ 


Mr. Chairman, | had no lot or part in contract- 
'ing the existing debt. You have, in effect, au- 
thorized a debt to Gales & Seaton of $850,000, 

although, at present, limited to $340,000. The 





| responsibility of that does not belong tome. You 
| have contracted debts here for purposes not con- 
| nected with the ordinary expenses of the Govern- 
| ment, amounting to seven or eight million dollars, 
| against my vote. 
“ Shake not thy gory locks at me; 
Thou canst not say | did it.”’ 
But I am willing to come forward now, in a spirit 
| of m nanimity,and vote you $50,000,000 to meet 
| your liabilities. I can go before the people and 
| say that I voted against these appropriations; that 
they did not meet my concurrence, and that I 
| could not conscientiously give them my support; 
| but that, as a member of the Democratic party, 
when I was called upon to decide whether I would 
| give my vote for maintaining the principles of that 
party, maintaining the President of my choice by 
supporting the Government in his hands, I was 
willing to grant fifty or one hundred million dol- 
lars if necessary, but not one cent, unjustly, for 
tribute to party presses, or the bounty of the horse- 
leech to pauper isans. 
Here the hammer fell. 

r. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I move that 
the committee do now rise, for the purpose of 
closing the five-minute debate. 

The motion was agreed to. 3 

So the committee rose; and the Speaker having 
resumed the chair, Mr. Bargspa.e re that 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union had had under consideration the state of 
the Union generally, and particularly House hill 
(No. 582) to authorize a loan not exceeding 


| Mr. MILLSON. 


| to vote on amendments which we cannot exnlain. 
Mr. MILLSON. I rise to a question of order. 
I would inquire if the motion is to strike out the 


| enacting clause of the biil? 


The CHAIRMAN. That is the motion. 
Will the Chair, if the mo- 
| tion prevails, report to the House that the com- 
mittee has stricken out the enacting clause ? 
| The CHAIRMAN. If the motion a. 
| the bill will be reported to the House with the rec- 
ommendation that the enacting clause be stricken 
out. 
Mr. MILLSON. Is that the motion of my col- 


league ? 
“The CHAIRMAN. That is the effect of it. 
Mr. LETCHER. Ido not want to go through 
this farce. . 
The CHAIRMAN. Debate is not in order. 
Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, demanded tell- 
ers on Mr. Lercuer’s motion. 
Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Smirn of 


Tennessee and Burrinton, were appointed. 
The committee divided; and the rs reported 
—ayes 68, noes 58. 


So Mr. Lercuer’s motion was agreed to. 
_Mr. KEITT moved that the committee do now 


rise. 

The motion was agreed to. 

So the committee rose; and the Speaker having 
resumed the chair, Mr. Bargspa.e reported that 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union had, according to order, had the Union 

y under consideration, and particularly 

e bill - the saad ne ae nas - 
ceeding the sum J s irecte 
him to report the same back to the House with a 
recommendation that the enacting clause of the 
bill be stricken out. 

Mr. MILLSON. I rise toa ion of order 
on the reception of the report of the committee, 
te the 13lst and 132d rules may be 
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* The Clerk read the rules, as follows: 


«131. No motion or proposition for a tax or charge upon 
the people shall be discussed the day on which it is made 
or offered ; and every such proposition shall receive its first | 
discussion in a Committee of the Whole House. 

«132. No sum or quantam of tax or duty, voted by a 
Committee of the Whole House, shall be increased in the 
House until the motion or proposition for such increase shall 
be first discussed and voted in a Committee of the Whole 
House ; and so in respect to the time of its continuance.”’ 

Mr. MILLSON. My point of order is, that 
it is not competent for the committee to make 
such a report asa recommendation that the enact- 
ing clause be stricken out, the bill having had no 
consideration or discussion in Committee of the 
Whole. 

[A message was received from the President, 
informing the House that he had approved and 
signed a bill granting a pension to Beriah Wright, 
of New York.]} 

The SPEAKER. The fact appears, offici- | 
ally, from a former report made from the Com- | 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
that the bill has been considered and discussed. | 
The Chair overrules the question of order raised 
by the gentleman from Virginia. The Chair ex- 
amined the rule, having some doubt as to whether 
the proposition to strike out the enacting clause | 

could be entertained. The Chair finds, within | 
six or seven days after this rule was adopted, that | 
the same course was pursued to get a bill out of | 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the | 
Union into the House; and that the same thing 
was done several times afterwards. So that the | 
members who made the rule seemed to under- 
stand that it was.as well applicable to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union as | 
to the House. 

Mr. MILLSON. As this question may be im- 

ortant in the future history of the country, I feel 
it to be my duty to take an appeal from the de- 
cision of the Chair. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 
lay the appeal upon the table. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The Chairman of the Committee of the Whole | 
on the state of the Union then made his report as 
above stated. 

Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. If the recommend- 





I move to | 


ation of the Committee of the Whole on the state || 


of the Union be voted down, will not the ques- | 
tion then come up on the engrossment and third | 
reading of the bill ? 

The SPEAKER. It will. - 

Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. 
vious question. 

Mr. HOWARD. I ask my colleague on the 
Committee of Ways and Means to let me offer 


an amendment before he moves the previous ques- | 
tion. 


Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. 
should vote on the naked bill... 


I call for the pre- 


I prefer that we | 


The previous question was seconded, and the | 


main question ordered to be put. 

The recommendation of the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union to strike out the | 
enacting words was rejected. 

Mr. J. GLANCY JONES obtained the floor. 

Mr. HOWARD. I ask my colleague on the 
Committee of Ways and Means to let me offer 
an amendment. 

Mr. J.GLANCY JONES. If my colleague pro- 
poses to strike out ‘* fifteen,” and insert ‘‘thirty”’ 
without the ‘latter provision which he offe red in 
committee, I will yield to him. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair could not enter- 
tain Seon pier to increase the amount. It would 
have first, under the rule, to be considered in the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. HOWARD. My amendment is the same | 
as adopted in Committee of the Whole on the | 
state of the Union, and cut off by the motion to | 
strike out the enacting words. 

Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. 
preyigaa question, 


+ 





| 


I must call the | 


he previous question was seconded, and the | 
main question ordered. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed, and read 
a third time; and being engrossed, it was accord- 
ingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. J.GLANCY JONES moved to reconsider 
the vote by which the bill was passed; and also | 
moved, “a the motion to recunsider be laid upon 
the table. 


The latter motion was agreed to. 
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NAVY APPROPRIATION BILL. 
Mr. WINSLOW. I submit the following 


report from the committee of conference on the || 


Navy 


propriation bill. 
The 


lerk read as follows: 


€ 


the two Houses on the bill of the House (No. 199) making 
appropriations for the naval serviéé@ for the year ending the 
of June, 1859, have met, and after full and free confer- 
ence have agreed to recommend, and do recommend, to their 
respective Houses, as follows: 
hat the House do recede from their disagreement to the 
tenth amendment of the Senate, and agree to said amend- 
ment with an amendment, as follows: Insert the word 
“ and” between the words “ clerks” and “‘ messengers” and 
strike out the words “‘ and watchmen,” in the fourth line. 


fourteenth amendment of the Senate, and agree to said 
amendment with an amendment, as follows: Strike out the 
word “ five,’’ in the third line, and insert the word “ seven.”’ 
J. A. PEARCE, 

L. F. 8. FOSTER, 

JOHN R. THOMSON, 
Managers on the tof the Senate. 

WARREN WINSLOW, 

E. B. WASHBURNE, 

W. 8S. GROESBECK, 


|. Mr. WINSLOW. Mr. Speaker, there were 


\| but two points left in contest between the two 


Houses. Those were the tenth and fourteenth 
amendments, the Senate having receded from the 
previous amendment in which this House did not 
concur. The tenth amendment allowed certain 
pay to the clerks of the navy-yard and marine 


at the navy-yard and marine barracks in this city 
were allowed twenty per cent. addition to their 
then compensation. By the act of August 5, 
1854, the messengers at the navy-yard and ma- 
rine barracks were included and allowed the same 
twenty per cent. additional compensation. sy 
inadvertence on the part of the bureau in making 


omitted. The amendment of the Senate only 
proposes to do what the House and the Senate 





| 
| 
| Senate went further than the act of 1854, and, in 
| addition to the clerks and messengers, included 
Neither of the acts of 1854 included watchmen, 
House thought it was not right to pay these 
watchmen two or three years back extra pay 
The Senate agreed to strike out the word ** wate 


messengers. It became necessary for the gram- 


Managers on the part of the House. | 


and therefore the managers on the part of the | 


The committee of conference on the disagreeing votes of || 


| 





| 


That the House do recede from their amendment to the || 





rracks. By the act of April 22, 1854, the clerks || 


the annual estimates, the amount of money ne- || 
cessary to cover this increased compensation was || 


ought to have done in the year 1856—it appropri- || 
ates the money which, by inadvertence, was omit- | 
ted to be appropriated on that occasion. But the | 


watchmen at the navy-yard and marine barracks. || 


fi 


| Whole on the state of the Union from the further 
' consideration of the bill (H. R. No. 550) mak- 
ing appropriations for light-houses, light-boats, . 
buoys, &c., and providing for the erection and 
cotabliohapeat of the same, and for other pur 

| poses, and that it be now put upon its passage. 

Mr. LETCHER. Does not that bill make an 
appropriation, and has it been considered in Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union at 
| all yet? 

Mr. RUFFIN. Will that bill be subject to 
| amendment at all unless it is sent to the Commit- 
| tee of the Whole on the state of the Union? 

| Mr. STANTON. Certainly not. 

Mr. RUFFIN. There are many amendments 
| which should be made to that bill; and it is wrong 
| for a bill of that importance to be considered in 
the House, where it cannot be amended. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I move that the 
rules be suspended, and that the House resolve 
| itself into the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, for the purpose of taking up this 

bill. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. Before that 
question is put, I hope the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts will move to close debate upon this 
bill in five minutes after the committee shall take 
it up for consideration. 

Mr. COMINS. I make that motion. 

Mr. STANTON. Has the bill ever been con- 
sidered in committee at all? 

The SPEAKER. It has not. 
Mr. STANTON. Is that motion to close de- 





i 
| 
i 


| bate in order ? 


The SPEAKER. It is not if it is objected w. 

Mr. COMINS. Then [ move to suspend the 
rules to enable me to introduce a motion to close 
debate. 

The rules were suspended, (two thirds voting 
in favor thereof.) 

The motion to close debate was then agreed to. 

Mr. KEITT. I now move that the committee 
take a recess until six o'clock. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

Mr. COMINS. I move that the rules be sus- 
pended, and that the House resolve itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 


GEORGIANA M. LEWIS. 

Mr. DAVIDSON. I desire to appeal to the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts to give way to me for 
a moment, | shall be compelled to be absent from 
the House all the remainder of the day upon the 


|, Committee on Enrolled Bills, and I desire to ask 


men,’’ and leave the section confined tocleriks and | 


matical construction of the sentence to insert the || 


| word “* and’’ between “ clerks’’ and ‘* messen- | 


gers.’’ 


upon the bill, as it passed the House, an amend- 
ment providing for an increase of the Navy, by 
adding thereto five sloops of a draught not ex- 
ceeding fourteen feet. The House amended the 
Senate amendment by striking out ‘five ’’ and 
| inserting “* ten.’’ The committee of conference, 
| both on the part of the House and the Senate, 

unanimous! 


| **five ’’ and inserting ‘‘ ten,’’ and agree to the 


| Senate amendment with an amendment striking 


‘| out ** five’’ and inserting ‘* seven.”’ 


That is the whole of it. 


| question. 
| Mr. BARKSDALE. I hope the House will 
| not second the demand for the previous question. 
! = one, [ am anxious to debate this matter fur- 
| ther. 

| The previous question was seconded; and the 
| main question ordered to be put. 
Mr. KUNKEL, of Maryland. 


| demand the previous 


y8 upon concurring in the report. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The report was concurred in. 

Mr. DAVIDSON moved to reconsider the 

| vote by which the report was concurred in; and 

| also moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

LIGHT-HOUSE BILL. 





Mr. COMINS asked the unanimous consent 


of the House to discharge the Committee of the 


I ask the yeas | 


The next point of contest was in reference to |, 
the increase of the Navy. The Senate had put |) 


| 
| 


concur in recommending that the || 


|| House recede from its amendment, striking out 
| 


| 





| 


| 


| 


| 


i} 


the House to take up a small bill. 

Mr. COMINS. t will yield to the gentleman 
a moment. 

Mr. DAVIDSON. I ask the unanimous con- 
| sent of the House to take from the Speaker’s table 
| and put upon its passage Senate bill (No. 424) for 
| the relief of Georgiana M. Lewis. 

No objection being made, the bill was taken up 
for consideration. .. 

The bill provides for the payment to Georgiana 
M. Lewis of the five years’ half pay to which her 
husband would have been entitled if living. 

The bill was ordered to be read a third time. 

It was accordingly read the third time, and 
passed. 

Mr. DAVIDSON moved to reconsider the vote 
| by which the bill was passed; and also moved to 
| lay the motion to re: onsider upon the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to, 


LIGHT-HOUSE BILL—AGAIN. 
Mr. COMINS. I now renew my motion to go 
| into the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
| the Union, for the purpose of taking up the light- 
| house bill. 
| Mr. KEITT. How long will it take to dispose 
of this bill? 

Mr. COMINS. It will not take more than 
thirty minutes to consider it; and it is necessary 
to have it disposed of at once and sent to the Sen- 
ate, 


The question was taken on Mr. Comins’s mo- 


tion; and it was agreed to. 
The rules were oe suspended; and the 
e Committee of the 


House resolved itself into 
Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Barxspae 
in the chair,)and proceeded to the consideration of 
the bill (HZ. R. No. 550) making appropriations for 
light-houses, light-voats, buoys, &c., and provid- 
ing for the erection and establishment of the same, 
and for other purposes. 
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Mr. COMINS. I do not propose to occupy the || 
full time to which those who report bills from || 
committees are entitled. Fifteen or twenty min- | 
utes will answer my purpose. In calling up the 
light-house appropriation bill for the considera- || 
tion of the Committee of the Whole, I wish, first, || 
to acknowledge my indebtedness to the Light- | 
House department for its uniform courtesy in ex- 
tending every facility within its power to enable 
the Committee on Commerce to come to correct | 
conclusions upon the numerous petitions which 
have been submitted for their consideration. 
Books, maps, charts, and an extensive official cor- 
respondence between the department and its 
agents, have been at our command. 

With the establishment of the Light-House 
Board, in 1852, a new impulse Was given to this 
branch of the public service. A system was in- 
troduced and is being perfected, which will, in a |) 
short time, place the United States at the head of || 
maritime nations in respect to light-house illumi- | 
nation. A well organized, efficient, and system- 
atic plan of construction, and improved system || 
of illumination, inspection, and superintendence | 
of lights, has been introduced, Localities are be- || 
ing selected with greater care. Towers and keep- | 
ers’ dwellings are being constructed with especial | 
reference to durability, safety, and convenience. | 
The introduction of the Fresnel, or lens-illumi- | 
nating apparatus, one of the most valuable inven- || 
tions developed by science and mechanic art, and || 
which has for many years been in use in France || 
and England, is an improvement upon the old and | 
imperfect common lamp and reflector lights, which | 
is yet far from being fully appreciated in this | 
country, 

In 1838 Congress directed the Secretary of the || 
Treasury to import certain lens apparatus to test || 
the question of comparative economy and effi- |; 





ciency of the lens and reflector apparatus. The || 





Secretary accordingly purchased one first and one | 
second order lens of 


1848-49, a third order Fresnel lens was purchased | 
for Brandywine shoal light, and at about the same 1 
time a fourth order apparatus of the same kind || 
was purchased for another light-house. Both || 
were erected under the superintendence of the || 
War Department. In 1849 Congress directed | 
that another important sea-coast light should be || 
built and fitted with the Fresnel apparatus. In | 
1851 Congress directed that in all new light- | 
houses, and in light-houses to be refitted with 
new illuminating apparatus, the Fresnel system || 
should be adopted if, in the opinion of the Secre- | 
tary of the Treasury, the public interest would || 
be subserved thereby. 

The matter was in this state when the Light- || 
House Board was organized in.1852; previous to | 
which five lens lights had been erected at four || 
light stations. At this time three hundred and | 
twenty-five light-houses were in existence on the || 
Atlantic, Gulf, and lake coasts. There were none | 
at this time en the Pacific. In November, 1857, | 
there were, on the Atlantic, Gulf, and lake coasts, || 
five hundred and thirty-three light stations, and | 
fifleen on the Pacific which have been erected | 
since 1852; in all five hundred and forty-eight. || 
Of this number all have been fitted and furnished | 
with the lens light except six, which will, at an | 
early day, be renovated, and fitted with the im- || 
proved apparatus, under the direction of the Light- l 

louse Board, and for which.appropriations have | 
been asked. 

Theexpense of renovating and refitting so many 
old light-houses with the Fresnel improvement 
has been large, but it has been au expenditure of 
the public money which meets the approbation of 
all practical and scientific men. The average first 
cost of the lens apparatus is about thirteen hun- | 
dred and fifty dollars for each light-house on the | 
coast of the United States. They are nearly in- || 
destructible, and the annual cost for repairs is tri- | 
fling. The average first cost of the reflector appa- || 
ratus, for each light, is $1,200. The reflectors 

aire renewal at the end of six or seven years, 
the annual cost for repairs is large, amounting 

to a replacement of the apparatus every ten years. 
But the comparisons of economy, as between the 
two sysjems, should not rest upon first cost and 
repairs. A careful eXamination of official state- 
ments, made both in this country and in Europe, 
prove that the value of the lens system is eight 




















e Fresnel system, which || 
were placed on the towers of Navesink light-sta- | 
tion, at the entrance of the bay of New York. In || 


of Southwest 





times as great as that of the reflectorsystem, takin 
into consideration economy of maintenance an 
quantity of light produced. 

The quantity of oil estimated for the supply of 
three hundred and thirty-one light-houses in 1853, 
was one hundred and eight thousand two hun- 


| dred and fifty-five gallons. The quantity esti- 


mated for in 1857, to.supply the five hundred and 
fifty-six lights now in existence, is forty-eight 
thousand one hundred and fifty gallons—sixty 
thousand one hundred and five gallons less than 
that estimated for three hundred and thirty-one 
lights in 1853, and one hundred and seventy-four 
thousand two hundred and fifty gallons less than 
the amount which would have been required for 
the whole number now in operation, had the old 
reflector system remained in force. The expense 
per annum for the item of oil, therefore, has been 
diminished from $278,000—which would have 
been the cost of oil for five hundred and fifty-six 
lights, at $1 60 per gallon—to $77,040, the cost 
estimated for the next fiscal year; showing an an- 
nual saving of over two hundred thousand dollars 
in that item alone. The cost of cleaning mate- 
rial, wicks, chimneys, &c., has been reduced ina 
corresponding degree. 

I have been thus particular to give items of ex- 
penditure, both with regard to construction, re- 
fitting with the lens apparatus, and supplies, to 
disabuse the public mind relative to increased 
expenditure in the Light- House department under 
the superintendence of the Light-House Board. 

The United States may well take pride in being 
one of the first among the maritime nations of the 
world in establishing a free system of light-house 
illumination. There are no data to determine 
what is the exact light-due charged per ton in 
England; it varies according to the port entered, 
and the lights passed. It is large, however, and 
a charge that should not be put upon the tonnage 
of a nation that exhibits lights free to all who 
navigate the seas. France, Russia, the United 
States, and some of the South American Repub- 
lics, do not charge light dues. 

There is no public structure in the United States 
which will more contribute to the credit and pride 
of the nation than the tower at Minot’s ledge, 
when it shall have been completed. This work 
is progressing steadily and-well. Two thirds of 
the stone cutting is finished, and the foundation 
on the rock only needs’a few more stones to be 
completed. When the first course is laid, the dif- 
ficulties of the work will be virtually overcome. 
The funds available for this work will suffice to 
carry it through the next fiscal year, and no ap- 
propriation is asked for its prosecution at this 
time. The work will, if no unforeseen disaster 
occur, be finished in the season of 1860. 

There is sufficient evidence before the commit- 
tee, that several towers at some of the most im- 
portant light stations should be rebuilt at an early 
day—among which are the Boston light, on the 
Little Brewster, at the entrance of the Boston 
harbor; the two towers on Thatcher’s Island, 
Cape Ann; the Navesink, at the entrance of New 
York bay; Cape Henry, Virginia; and Cape Ca- 
naveral light-house, Florida. 

A strict regard to that economy, suggested by 
the present condition of the Treasury, has in- 
duced the Committee on Commerce to confine the 
appropriations contained in the bill now under 
consideration, to the rebuilding of Thatcher’s 
Island light-kouse, Cape Canaveral, Florida, and 
an additional appropriation for the construction 

Pass light hous, at the mouth of 
the Mississippi, a work appropriated for in 1854, 
and very important to the commerce of the whole 
country; but which has not been commenced on 
account of the insufficiency of the amount ap- 
ropriated. These works have all been estimated 
for in detail, as may be seen by consulting the 


| estimates of appropriations for 1858-59. 


Mr. Chairman, in taking ch 
house ap —_e bills for the 
and ions iftty Congresses, I have hadan oppor- 
tunity to learn much of the present, and to pos- 
sess myself of much valuable information relative 
to the fu.uare com ial wants of the whole 
Union. And what study can be more interesting? 
In examining the basis and merits of the numer- 
ous memorials and communications which have 
been placed in my hands, I have endeavored to 
do my duty. e wants of the southern coast, 


of the light- 
hirty-Fourth 


the lakes of the North and West, the Gulf, and of 
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the far Pacific, have been of equal interest to me 
To hear gentlemen upon this floor speak of the 
commerce of the North, and the commerce of the 
South, is always painful to me. With five mil- 
lion tons of shipping owned in all sections of the 
nation, and an internal commerce of a far greater 
amount, we should never say the commerce of 
the North, the commerce of the South, or the com- 
merce of the West, but the commerce of our coun- 
try. 
{ may be at fault, but in my judgment, appro- 
priations of this nature are eminently in keeping 
with the principles upon which the institutions of 
our contin are founded, and the true spirit which 
animates the patriotic and the wise. The exam- 
ination of these questions, and all questions which 
tend to a closer union of nations, and contribute 
to the harmony of the world, are not only in ac- 
cordance with my own feelings, but in unison 
with the spirit of peace which pervade the peo- 
ple of my State, and I trust of the Union. Sir, 
we want not war, but penne not only peace at 
home, but peace throughout the world. Whilst 
we talk about the value of the union of the States, 
let us not undervalue the union of nations. The 
honor of our country and our country’s flag must 
be maintained; but, sir, it must be for others to 
calculate the material value of war. If, finally, 
we must have war, let it not be upon our impulses, 
but upon the convictions of statesmen. I be 
pardon for this digression. I will now call the 
attention of the committee directly to the bill be- 
fore us. 

Perhaps, Mr. Chairman, I feel more than an 

| ordinary interest in the passage of the pending 
bill, and the objects to which it applies, from the 
fact that it is the last time these appropriations 
will be under my charge. I shall not again be a 
candidate for membership of this House. 

I now move that the first reading of the bill be 
dispensed with, and that it be read by sections 
for amendment. 

The first reading of the bill was dispensed with. 

The bill was then read by sections for amend- 


ment. 

Mr. COMINS. [am instructed by the Com- 
mittee on Commerce to offer the following amend- 
ment: 

For repairing and securing the pier connected with the 


| light-house at Oswego, New York, so as to prevent the de- 
struction of said light-house, $10,000. 
| 


| Mr. COX. Task the gentleman from Massa- 
| chusetts what is the amount of appropriations 
_ required by this bill ? 

| Mr. CO 

| dollars. 

|| The question was taken; and the amendment 
| was agreed to. 

Mr. OLIN. I offer the following amendment: 

After amendment No. 1, insert : 

For two_range lights, to be placed on the Hudson river 
between Troy and Albany, $1,000. 

To every one familiar with the navigation of 
the Hudson river, it will be known that the chan- 
nel between the cities of Troy and ony is nar- 
rower, and more difficult of navigation, than any 
other portion of the river; that a larger amount 
of produce is floated over the Hudson river be- 
tween these two points than over any other por- 
tion of the navigable waters of the United States. 
This ae is rendered necessary by rea- 
son of the narrowness of the channel, and the dif- 
ficulties of navigation in that portion of the river. 
There are more goods lost annually by reason of 
this difficulty in the navigation of the Hudson, 
between these two points, than would support this 
whole light-house system on the Hudson river. 
This amendment simply asks for an appropria- 
tion of $1,000 to establish two lights. The mer- 
chants and navigators of that river would esteem 
it a great favor if Congress would grant that small 


ittance. 

Mr. COMINS. This amendment was before 
the Committee on Commerce. It was deemed in- 
consistent with the principles upon which the bill 
is founded. On examination it was found that it 
would be just as to place lights onevery 
other river in the country within two or three 
miles of each other, as upon the river between Al- 
bany and Troy; and the committee did not think 
it expedient to be put in the bill. 


INS. About three hundred thousand 


The question was taken on Mr. Oin’s amend- 
ment, and it was rejected. 
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